
KUWAIT: The Kuwaiti Ministry of Health
announced yesterday recording a new daily
record of 4,397 new infections with the novel
coronavirus (COVID-19). With the new contami-
nation cases, Kuwait’s caseload climbed to
441,999. Dr Abdullah Al-Sanad, the MoH
Spokesperson, said in a statement to the press
that medical authorities recorded 626 new recov-
ery cases, increasing the overall count of the
cured to 414,867, noting that the proportion of
the healed as compared to the total number of the
cases reached 93.9 percent.

Dr Sanad also revealed that there was a single
death due to the virus during the same period,
thus the whole figure of deaths reached 2,473. As
to the number of people receiving medical treat-
ment at intensive care units, he said that there
were 15 patients in these wards as of yesterday;
up from 14 the previous day. The whole count of
the cases with confirmed infection that continue
to receive treatment has reached 24,659 and the
number of people that are treated at the COVID-
19 wards has stood at 162. Also in the same dura-
tion, medical staff conducted 37,540 PCR tests
with the whole number of these examinations
soaring to 6,273,509, Dr Sanad said, also noting
that the proportion of the infection cases to the
tests reached 11.7 percent.

New restrictions
Several new heath restrictions will be re-

imposed as of today as per a government decision
to curb the surge of coronavirus (COVID-19)
after the infection rate in the country hit all-time
highs in recent days. The decision was made dur-
ing the weekly Cabinet meeting, held via video-
conference under the chairmanship of His
Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh Sabah Al-
Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah.

Government Spokesman Tareq Al-Mezrem said
after the Cabinet’s meeting that health authorities
keep a close watch on the cases of infection with
COVID-19 at schools countrywide. “The health
situation is generally satisfactory,” he affirmed
during a press conference. There is a constant
coordination among the ministries of Health,
Education and Higher Education, as well as the
Secretariat of the University Council, Kuwait
University, and the Public Authority of Applied
Education and Training, regarding the next steps
needed in the coming stage, he pointed out.

Mezrem recalled that the COVID-19 Ministerial
Emergency Committee met last Thursday in the
presence of Minister of Education and Minister of
Higher Education Dr Ali Al-Modhaf to explore
ways for keeping the stability of the health situa-
tion at educational institutions.

Minister of Health Dr Khaled Al-Saeed had
briefed the meeting on the latest developments of
the health situation on the local, regional and
international scales, said Deputy Prime Minister
and Minister of Interior Sheikh Ahmad Mansour
Al-Sabah who doubles as acting foreign minister
and minister of state for Cabinet affairs. The fast-
spreading Omicron variant of coronavirus pushed
the daily rates of infections and hospitalizations to
record highs, putting strains on the country’s
health system, Saeed told the Cabinet members.

After mulling the latest recommendations of
the COVID-19 Ministerial Emergency Committee,
the Cabinet decided to bring down the atten-
dance rate at government institutions to no more
than 50 percent according to the requirements of
each institution and in coordination with the Civil
Service Commission. The Civil Service

Commission has to set out the necessary rules of
work and the working hours in a flexible way. The
decision will be reviewed regularly in the light of
the pandemic situation. The private sector is
required to bring down the attendance rate to the
least possible percentage. The Cabinet also
assigned the Ministry of Social Affairs and the
Ministry of Commerce and Industry to make sure
that staffers of kindergartens and children clubs
are fully vaccinated against COVID-19 and com-
mitted to the health precautions. Furthermore,
meetings, conferences and internal courses can
be only held via video link as of today. Also, state
departments providing service to applicants have
to do so online; otherwise, an appointment

beforehand is required via Meta Portal, Sahel
App, and similar mediums provided abidance by
health precautions.

50 percent
Furthermore, all means of mass transportation

must limit the number passengers to 50 percent
of their total respective occupancies while apply-
ing the health precautions, notably putting on
facemasks. In the meantime, the Public Authority
for Sport must make sure that spectators at
sports events are fully vaccinated in keeping with
the Cabinet Decree No 1058/2021. Finally, the
government committee on following up the health
precautions has to ensure that all staffers and
clients of barbershops, salons and health spas are
fully vaccinated against COVID-19. The Cabinet
also went on urging all citizens and residents to
fully adhere to the instructions and requirements
issued by the health authorities, the most impor-
tant of which is getting the booster dose of the
anti-coronavirus vaccine, wearing a mask, and
avoiding gatherings.

In response to the Cabinet decisions, Mezrem
noted that public transportation, like buses, must
abide by the 50 occupants’ rule, noting at the
same time that such decision does not apply to
small vehicles or taxis. In the meantime, Mezrem
called on the public not to pay attention to
rumors and inaccurate news reports, noting that
“so far, the option of a lockdown has not been
discussed.” — KUNA
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COVID health restrictions take effect
today as new cases continue to soar 
Situation in schools reassuring; no current plans for lockdown

Fifteen patients
in ICU; 162 

hospitalized

Health club, salon
workers breathe 
sigh of relief 
By Ben Garcia 

KUWAIT: Several workers of health clubs, salons and bar-
bershops expressed gratitude over the Cabinet’s decision to
allow their operations to continue amidst the growing number
of coronavirus cases in the country. Normally, those sectors
are the first to be closed, as workers deal with customers
directly. This time, however, they were spared. The Cabinet
only advised that people visiting salons, barbershops and
health clubs must be fully vaccinated. 

“From January 1, I was really thinking about my next move
if authorities closed our business again,” said Bong, a manag-
er of a health spa in Salmiya. “Our operations returned to
normal after a long time. If they are disrupted again, I don’t
know what to do, because our company doesn’t pay our
salaries if we are not working. So now I can sleep well, thank
God,” he said. 

Coronavirus cases have soared to record highs of over
4,000 cases a day, so the Cabinet imposed a series of restric-
tions including cutting public sector employees’ attendance
to a maximum of 50 percent and calling on the private sector
to reduce staff in offices. Conferences, meetings and training
courses can only be held online from today, according to the
Cabinet. The Cabinet also decided that passengers on public
transport must not exceed 50 percent, with strict implemen-
tation of health conditions, especially wearing facemasks. 

Koring, who works at a salon in Salmiya, said relief is how
she describes her feeling right now. “I am very happy.
Honestly, I was not expecting a favorable decision from the
Cabinet, because we are in a business where we work direct-
ly with customers. But to let us work is awesome. We need
this job so we can sustain our loved ones,” she said.

Meanwhile, several public transport commuters also
expressed gratitude to the Cabinet. “We were all expecting
that the government will stop public transport to curb the
coronavirus. Thank God they did not. We still have public
transport and I can still ride a bus to my work and back,” said
Melorey, a commuter who works at The Avenues mall and
lives in Farwaniya. “Every day I go by bus; it’s cheaper and I
can save money. My company gives KD 30 for transport, but
I don’t use a taxi. I use the bus so I can save half of the
amount given to me in transport allowance,” she said. 

KUWAIT: Gulf University for Science and
Technology (GUST) renewed its Articulation
Agreement with Kuwait Technical College (KTECH)
which aims to facilitate the equivalency process
from KTECH to GUST while enhancing the credit
transfer process in order to allow students to con-
tinue their bachelor’s degree studies.

A delegation from GUST visited KTECH in order
to complete the renewal of the articulation agree-
ment, which included Chairman of the Board of
Trustees, Nawaf Arhamah, the Acting President of
Gulf University and Vice President for Academic
Affairs, Professor Dr Bassam Alameddine, and
Registrar, Muhammad Al-Mudhaf. They were greet-
ed and welcomed by KTECH delegation which
included Chairman of the Board of Trustees of
Kuwait Technical College, Meshari Ayman Boodai,
the Vice President for Student Affairs and
Registration, Noura Ayman Boodai, the Vice
President for Financial and Administrative Affairs,
Abdulrahman Abdul Qader Al-Ajeel and Eman Al-
Shatti, Head of the Student Career Services
Department.  

Acting President and Vice President for
Academic Affairs at GUST, Professor Bassam
Alameddine, said “We are happy at the renewal of
this agreement between the two parties, which pro-
vides the opportunity for students from KTECH to
complete their studies for a bachelor’s degree at
GUST, adding a diversified educational experience
to their achievement. This will contribute to opening
more job opportunities for them after their gradua-
tion and their transition to the labor market.” 

Chairman of the Board of Trustees of Kuwait
Technical College, Meshari Ayman Boodai, said “the
agreement comes within the framework of the two
parties’ endeavors to activate exchange and com-
munication between them, which will positively
reflect on both sides, enrich their experiences, and
value the ties that unite them.” 

GUST renews 
agreement 
with KTECH 

Minister gives priority
to completing Khaitan
roads’ maintenance
KUWAIT: Minister of Public Works Ali Al-Mousa
affirmed keenness to complete construction and
maintenance of roads, as well as rain drainage sew-
ers in Khaitan, pointing out that the project has a
top priority to achieve security for the people. In a
press statement yesterday, Mousa, also Minister of
State for Youth Affairs, said that the roads’ project
is in its final stages of completion and coordina-
tion is underway with government agencies in
preparation to hand over the project to them. This
is one of the vital projects included in the plan of

the Public Authority for
Roads and
Transportation (PART)
in developing the road
network and infra-
structure system in
various areas of
Kuwait, l inking new
residential areas to the
public network of
roads and bridges, in
addition to raising traf-
fic safety in accor-
dance with certified

specifications and standards. The project includes
the development of a range of infrastructure serv-
ices, including work on roads, rain drainage, man-
holes and rain drainage pipes. —KUNA
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