
GENEVA: The United Nations said yesterday it
needed $5 billion in aid for Afghanistan in 2022 to
avert a humanitarian catastrophe and offer the rav-
aged country a future after 40 years of suffering. In
its biggest-ever single-country appeal, the UN said
$4.4 billion (3.9 billion euros) was needed within
Afghanistan, while a further $623 million was required
to support the millions of Afghans sheltering beyond
its borders.

The UN said 22 million people inside Afghanistan
and a further 5.7 million displaced Afghans in five
neighbouring countries needed vital relief this year.
“A full-blown humanitarian catastrophe looms. My
message is urgent: Don’t shut the door on the people
of Afghanistan,” said UN aid chief Martin Griffiths.

“Help us scale up and stave off wide-spread
hunger, disease, malnutrition and ultimately death.”
Since the Taleban hardline Islamist movement seized
control of Afghanistan in mid-August, the country has
plunged into financial chaos, with inflation and unem-
ployment surging. Washington has frozen billions of
dollars of the country’s assets, while aid supplies have
been heavily disrupted. Afghanistan also suffered its
worst drought in decades in 2021. Without the aid
package, “there won’t be a future”, Griffiths told
reporters in Geneva.

‘40 years of insecurity’ 
The Taleban authorities said the aid appeal for suf-

fering Afghans was “very needed”. “But at the same
time I would like to say the need is for all this assis-
tance approved in the past to be delivered during this
harsh winter,” senior Taleban leader and the group’s
designated UN representative, Suhail Shaheen, told
AFP. He said the inflow of funds would also help in the
functioning of the now dilapidated banking system,
adding that any cash coming into the country will

help rein in the inflation.
“The banks are not working properly so there is

also a need to control the inflation and that can be
controlled when dollars ... hard currency come to
Afghanistan,” Shaheen said. Griffiths said the appeal,
if funded, would help aid agencies ramp up the deliv-
ery of food and agriculture support, health services,
malnutrition treatment, emergency shelters, access to
water and sanitation, protection and education.

An estimated 4.7 million people will suffer from
acute malnutrition in 2022, including 1.1 million chil-
dren with severe acute malnutrition. Griffiths said that

without humanitarian aid, distress, deaths, hunger and
further mass displacement would follow, “robbing the
people of Afghanistan of the hope that their country
will be their home and support, now and in the near
term”. However, if international donors come forward,
“we will see the opportunity for an Afghanistan which
may finally see the fruits of some kind of security.”

Fear of implosion 
Griffiths said the security situation for humanitari-

an organisations in Afghanistan was probably better
now than for many years, adding that the staff in the

ministries in Kabul largely remained the same as
before the Taleban takeover.

He said the UN Security Council’s move in
December to help humanitarian aid reach desperate
Afghans, without violating international sanctions
aimed at isolating the Taleban, had made the operat-
ing environment for donors and humanitarians on the
ground much more comfortable.

The money will go to 160 NGOs plus UN agen-
cies delivering aid. Some will be used to pay front-

line workers such as healthcare staff-but not via the
Taleban administration. Around eight million chil-
dren could miss out on their education because
teachers largely have not been paid since August,
Griffiths said.

UN refugees chief Filippo Grandi said the aid
package’s goal was to stabilise the situation within
Afghanistan, including for internally displaced peo-
ple, thereby preventing a further flood of migrants
fleeing across the country’s borders.  — AFP
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GENEVA: United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees Filippo Grandi (L) and UN Under-Secretary-General
for humanitarian affairs and emergency relief coordinator Martin Griffiths speak together after a press con-
ference on the launch of the 2022 humanitarian response plans for Afghanistan. —AFP

Taiwan passes
extra $8.6bn
defence budget 
TAIPEI: Taiwan’s parliament yesterday
passed an extra spending bill of nearly $8.6
billion in its latest bid to boost defence capa-
bilities against an increasingly bellicose
China. The government proposed a five-year
special defence budget of around TW$237.3
bil l ion from 2022 as Chinese warplanes
breached its air defence zone at unprece-
dented levels last year.

Democratic Taiwan lives under constant
threat of an invasion by authoritarian China,
which claims the self-ruled island as part of its
territory to be seized one day-by force if nec-
essary. Beijing’s sabre-rattling towards the
island has increased considerably since
President Tsai Ing-wen came to power in 2016,
as she regards the island as a sovereign nation
and not part of “one China.”

Last year, Taiwan recorded incursions by
around 970 Chinese warplanes into its air
defence zone, according to a database com-
piled by AFP, more than double the roughly
380 carried out in 2020. Yesterday, Taiwanese
lawmakers agreed unanimously to pass the
special budget, although cut it by TW$310
million. The package comes on top of a record
annual defence budget of TW$471.7 billion
set for 2022.

It aims to acquire various precision missiles
and mass-manufacture high-efficiency naval
ships “in the shortest period of time” to boost
the island’s sea and air capabilities, the govern-
ment said. J Michael Cole, a Taipei-based politi-
cal and military analyst, called the special budg-

et “an encouraging and much-needed develop-
ment” as Taiwan prioritises “asymmetrical”
capabilities, such as unmanned vehicles, anti-
ship missiles and air-to-ground cruise missiles.

“Many of those are ‘counterforce’ capabili-
ties, with ranges that are long enough to hit
targets along China’s coastline” in line with
the direction Taiwan’s defence ministry has
taken in recent years, said Cole, a senior fel-
low for Canadian think tank Macdonald-
Laurier Institute.

“This move will also be welcomed by the
United States, which often complains that
Taiwan focuses too much on large conven-
tional platforms at the detriment of smaller,
more dispersible and less costly ‘asymmetri-
cal’ capabilities.”

Washington has remained a leading ally and
arms supplier to Taipei despite switching

diplomatic recognition to Beijing in 1979. The
budget includes a coastal anti-ship missiles
system, a locally-developed Wan Chien (Ten
Thousand Swords) cruise missile as well as an
attack drone system and installation of combat
systems on coastguard ships.

Cole also points out the benefit of ensuring
quicker delivery as many of the armaments
are produced domestically. “The latter is a
crucial part, as Taiwan needs to make sure it
has the capabilities to deter, and if needed to
counter, a Chinese attack now, not five, ten
years from now.”

China has publicised multiple recent military
drills simulating an invasion of the island. For
decades, analysts largely concurred that invad-
ing Taiwan is a challenge China could not pull it
off but Beijing has dramatically closed the gap
in recent years. — AFP

KEELUNG, Taiwan: Taiwan’s domestically produced corvette class vessel Ta Chiang fires off flares to
demonstrate its combat readiness during a drill on the seas off the northern city of Keelung. —AFP

Wife of activist barred
from leaving China dies
after 15 years apart 
BEIJING:  The wife of a repeatedly detained Chinese
human rights lawyer died of cancer on Monday in the United
States after her husband’s pleas to be allowed to leave China
and reunite with her went ignored, rights activists said.

Zhang Qing fled to the United States with the couple’s
children in 2009 after her husband Yang Maodong highlight-
ed local corruption in a Chinese village and was imprisoned.
Zhang was diagnosed with late-stage colon cancer in January
2021 and died in hospital at the age of 55, the New York-
based Human Rights Watch said in a statement Monday.

Yang had published an open letter to the Chinese govern-
ment in January 2021 after learning of Zhang’s diagnosis,
begging authorities to “have empathy for ordinary people”
and allow him to leave the country to visit his wife. In an
interview with the South China Morning Post last month,
Zhang said her life was coming to an end, and that multiple
attempts by her husband to leave China and join her had
been blocked.

Yang-who also goes by his pen-name Guo Feixiong-is a
writer and lawyer known for helping residents of a southern
Chinese village organise themselves in 2006 against a local
Communist Party boss whom they accused of illegally selling
their land to enrich himself. Yang has been imprisoned
repeatedly and faced police harassment and numerous beat-
ings as a result of his advocacy.

His whereabouts are currently unknown. Zhang said in the
interview that she had not been able to contact him for sev-
eral months. Zhang and Yang had been unable to see each
other since Yang’s detention in 2006, with Yang being
blocked by authorities from leaving the country even during
his intermittent periods outside of detention, Human Rights
Watch said. —AFP

Six killed in 
Philippine jail brawl 
MANILA: Six inmates were killed and 33 wounded
during a fight in an overcrowded jail in the
Philippines, authorities said yesterday, in the sec-
ond such incident in as many weeks. The deadly
brawl happened Monday between rival gangs at
Caloocan City Jail in the National Capital Region,
Bureau of Jail Management and Penology
spokesman Xavier Solda said.

An investigation was under way into the cause of
the violence that Solda said started as a fight
between two inmates before others joined the fray.
It is not clear what weapons were used.

A ban on family visits since the start of the pan-
demic may have been a factor, Solda said. “It’s been

almost two years that we don’t have physical visita-
tion in our facilities because of the COVID-19, so
we can’t set aside the angle that this could be one
of the reasons why others joined in the fight
between the two PDLs (persons deprived of liber-
ty),” Solda told AFP.

Security has been beefed up to maintain order
in the facility, he added. Violence is common in
Philippine jails where inadequate infrastructure
and a slow-moving and overburdened judicial sys-
tem means cells are sometimes filled to five times
their capacity.

About 1,900 inmates were squeezed into
Caloocan City Jail that is designed for fewer than
200, Solda said. The latest incident comes after a
fight at New Bilibid Prison in the capital on January
2 left three inmates dead and 14 wounded.
Improvised guns and bladed weapons were used in
the clash at the nation’s biggest prison. — AFP

UN chief ‘saddened’
by reports of deadly
strike in Tigray 
NEW YORK: UN chief Antonio Guterres is
“deeply concerned” over reports of a deadly
airstrike in Ethiopia’s Tigray region, his spokesman
said Monday, in the international body’s first com-
ment on an attack which rebels said left 56 people
dead. The Tigray People’s Liberation Front (TPLF)
last week claimed that dozens had been killed in a
drone strike on a camp for civilians displaced by
the war in northern Ethiopia, in an attack that
prompted aid agencies to suspend operations in
the region.

Saturday’s raid came only hours after the
Ethiopian government had issued a call for “nation-
al reconciliation”, and sparked renewed appeals
from an alarmed international community for an
end to the conflict. “The Secretary-General is
deeply saddened by reports that more than 50
civilians have been killed and injured in an airstrike
in northern Ethiopia at midnight on 7 January,”
Stephane Dujarric, spokesman for the UN
Secretary-General, said in a statement.

“The United Nations and its humanitarian part-
ners are working with authorities to urgently mobi-
lize emergency assistance in the area, despite con-
tinuing challenges due to severe shortages of fuel,
cash and supplies across Tigray,” he added. “The
Secretary-General is deeply concerned about the
impact the conflict continues to have on civilians in
Ethiopia. He expresses his deepest condolences to
the victims and their families.” — AFP

MANILA: This photo received from the Bureau of Jail Management and Penology - National Capital Region (BJMP-
NCR) yesterday shows members of the police Special Weapons and Tactics (SWAT) team guarding the premises after
a deadly brawl between rival gangs that killed six and wounded 33 at Caloocan City Jail, suburban Manila. —AFP

UK police review 
Murdoch-linked 
kidnap murder 
LONDON:  London police said yesterday they
were reviewing new information in the 1969 kid-
nap-murder of Muriel McKay, who was mistaken
for media tycoon Rupert Murdoch’s wife, and
whose body had never been found.

The Metropolitan Police said McKay’s family had
contacted them with fresh details, which the
Murdoch-owned The Times newspaper said includ-
ed the location of the body. “The Met were contact-
ed in December 2021 by the family of Muriel
McKay regarding information they had obtained in
relation to her murder,” a spokeswoman told AFP.

The Times said the move came after the man
convicted of the kidnapping, Nizamodeen Hosein,
revealed where McKay’s body was buried on a
farm in Hertfordshire, north of London. “Officers
from the Met’s Specialist Crime Command have
met with the family and are in the process of
reviewing all the material,” the police spokeswoman
said, asking not to be named.

Hosein and his brother Arthur kidnapped
McKay, then 55, in 1969 thinking that she was
Murdoch’s second wife Anna. The brothers had fol-
lowed Murdoch’s Rolls-Royce unaware he had lent
it to his deputy Alick McKay, Muriel’s husband.

Hosein recently revealed to the family that
McKay had collapsed and died while watching a
television news report about her kidnapping, The
Times said. McKay’s daughter Dianne, 81, told the
newspaper she was relieved to hear that her moth-
er had not been physically harmed. — AFP


