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Nigeria overpower Egypt 1-0
Boufal strikes late as Morocco edge Ghana in clash of titans

GAROUA: Egypt’s defender Mahmoud ‘El Wensh’ Hamdy (left) and Nigeria’s forward Taiwo Awoniyi (right) jump for the ball during the Group D Africa Cup of Nations (CAN) 2021 football match between Nigeria 
and Egypt yesterday. — AFP 

GAROUA: Leicester City forward Kelechi 
Iheanacho scored as Nigeria put a trou-
bled build-up to the Africa Cup of Nations 
in Cameroon behind them yesterday to 
beat disappointing Egypt 1-0 in Garoua. 
Iheanacho struck after 30 minutes to take 
the Super Eagles to the top of the table 
after the opening match in Group D, which 
includes Guinea-Bissau and Sudan. 

Nigeria fired German coach Gernot 
Rohr in December after an unimpressive 
World Cup qualifying campaign and put 
former national star Augustine Eguavoen 
in temporary charge. Eguavoen’s squad 
was without forwards Victor Osimhen, 
Emmanuel Dennis and Odion Ighalo for a 
variety of reasons, but his team did him 
proud against Mohamed Salah-captained 
Egypt. Prolific Liverpool scorer Salah 
hardly touched the ball and had only one 
chance, late in the second half, to equalize. 

A cagey opening half controlled by 
Nigeria sprang to life on 26 minutes when 
winger Moses Simon got behind the Egypt 
defence and fired into the side netting 
from a difficult angle. Simon played a 
major role when the Super Eagles took the 
lead four minutes later at the 30,000-
capacity Stade Roumde Adjia in the north-
western city of Garoua. His cross was only 

partially cleared by Ahmed Hegazy and 
Nigerian Joseph Aribo nodded the ball 
into the path of Iheanacho who hammered 
a half-volley past goalkeeper Mohamed 
Elshenawy. 

 
More energetic 

A far more energetic Nigerian side 
deserved to be in front against lethargic 
opponents with Salah starved of posses-
sion in 30 degrees celsius heat. Iheanacho 
almost set up a second goal for Nigeria 
before half-time, but his pass to Taiwo 
Awoniyi was just too strong and Elshenawy 
dashed off his line to gather the ball. 

Egypt nearly fell further behind a cou-
ple of minutes into the second half when 
Elshenawy got his hands to an Awoniyi 
header and the ball came back into play 
off the underside of the crossbar. Simon’s 
speed was a constant threat on the left, 
while Nigeria goalkeeper Maduka Okoye 
was a mere spectator with Egypt unable to 
mount pressure. Salah, sporting a shorter 
hair style, finally got a scoring chance as 
the match entered the final quarter, but his 
close-range prod was blocked by Okoye’s 
foot and cleared. 

Meanwhile, in the first of three matches 
yesterday, defending champions Algeria 

were surprisingly held to a 0-0 Group E 
draw by minnows Sierra Leone in the 
Atlantic port city of Douala. Yacine 
Brahimi missed the holders’ best chance 
early in the second half when he found 
himself with just the goalkeeper to beat, 
only for Mohamed Kamara to hold his shot 
at the second attempt. The third day of 
group fixtures will be completed when 
Guinea-Bissau face Sudan in a clash of 
Group D outsiders in Garoua at 2000 
local time.  

 
Morocco edge Ghana  

Meanwhile, Sofiane Boufal scored on 83 
minutes to earn Morocco a 1-0 win over 
Ghana in Yaounde on Monday after the first 
clash of titans in the Africa Cup of Nations. 
The 28-year-old former Southampton mid-
fielder, now with French top-flight club 
Angers, turned in the goalmouth and fired a 
loose ball past goalkeeper Joseph 
Wollacott. It was the first meeting of two 
top 10 nations in a championship that 
began on Sunday after twice being post-
poned last year due to the coronavirus 
pandemic. Morocco are ranked second and 
Ghana eighth in Africa and both former 
champions are considered potential win-
ners of the 24-team tournament. 

It is 46 years since Morocco won the 
Cup of Nations for the only time and the 
latest campaign began without their best 
known player, Chelsea midfielder Hakim 
Ziyech. He was dumped from the national 
squad last year after coach Vahid 
Halilhodzic labelled the Netherlands-born 
star a “disruptive influence”. Morocco 
started against Ghana with three Premier 
League players-captain Romain Saiss from 
Wolves and Watford duo Adam Masina 
and Imran Louza. 

Ghana have won the symbol of African 
national team supremacy four times, but 
the last success came 40 years ago in 
Libya, where teenager Abedi ‘Pele’ Ayew 
sprang to international prominence. Coach 
Milovan Rajevac chose six England-based 
starters, including Daniel Amartey, Jordan 
Ayew and Thomas Partey from Premier 
League clubs. This was the fourth clash 
between the Atlas Lions and the Black 
Stars in the Cup of Nations with each 
country winning one and the other drawn. 

 
Foul-riddled 

After a cagey, foul-riddled start at a 
42,500-seat stadium named after former 
Cameroon president Ahmadou Ahidjo, 
Partey came close on 32 minutes with his 

angled free-kick going just over the cross-
bar. This close shave was a signal for both 
teams to show more urgency in front of a 
small crowd and Saiss got his head to a 
free-kick in a crowded goalmouth only to 
see it fly over the target.  

Ghanaian hearts pumped faster just 
before half-time when a solo run by 
Joseph Paintsil offered hope of an opening 
goal, but his finish was embarrassing, 
sending his shot well wide. Paintsil threat-
ened again early in the second half with a 
lengthy dribble only to pass poorly on the 
edge of the box and Morocco breathed a 
sigh of relief. Andre Ayew, elder brother of 
Jordan and son of Abedi, attempted a vol-
ley off a free-kick but instead of a spec-
tacular goal the ball flew wide.  

Having let the Black Stars down twice, 
Paintsil thought he had made amends by 
firing goalwards with 18 minutes remaining 
only to be denied by a brilliant one-hand 
save from Yassine Bounou. In Group B, 
Guinea edged Malawi 1-0 through a 35th-
minute goal from Issiaga Sylla in the west-
ern city of Bafoussam and share first place 
with Senegal. Left-back Sylla scored from 
close range after a long cross-field pass 
found Jose Kante, who pushed the ball into 
the six-yard box. — AFP 

LOS ANGELES: Joel Embiid had 31 points and eight 
rebounds as the Philadelphia 76ers won their seventh 
straight game with a 111-91 victory over the Houston 
Rockets on Monday night. Embiid recorded his sev-
enth straight 30-point game. He also had six assists 
and made all 13 of his free throws in front of a crowd of 
13,600 at Toyota Center arena in Houston. 

Embiid is the second NBA player in history to score 
exactly 31 points in four straight games. Bob McAdoo 
did it for the Buffalo Braves in 1973. Embiid entered 
Monday’s contest as the sixth highest scorer in the 
league, averaging 26.8 points per game. Philadelphia 
has the longest winning streak in the Eastern 
Conference and the second-longest one in the league 
behind the Memphis Grizzlies who have won nine 
straight. 

Elsewhere, LaMelo Ball scored 23 points as the 
Charlotte Hornets swept back-to-back games against 
the defending NBA champion Milwaukee Bucks with a 
103-99 win. Ball capped his performance with the 
eventual winning basket on a floater with 15 seconds 
left in the fourth for the Hornets, who also beat the 
Bucks 114-106 on Saturday. Giannis Antetokounmpo 
finished with 26 points and 13 rebounds for the strug-
gling Bucks, who have lost four of their last five games. 

Milwaukee committed their 20th turnover after 
Ball’s go-ahead basket. On the next possession Miles 
Bridges sank a pair of game-clinching free throws. Ball 
scooted to his left, shooting across his body as he was 
falling away to break the tie. “That is a highly difficult 
shot, but he makes it look effortless,” Hornets coach 
James Borrego said. “Melo has that uncanny ability to 
be going 100 mph, get off-balance and still be poised 

when he raises up. “That’s tough to do for a player who 
has been in the league 15 years, let alone a guy who 
has been in the league two years.” 

Terry Rozier delivered 27 points, Bridges finished 
with 17 points and 11 rebounds and Gordon Hayward 
tallied 14 points as the Hornets won despite shooting 
just 13-of-44 shooting from three-point range. Khris 
Middleton helped pace the Bucks offense with 27 
points and a game-high 11 assists. Jordan Nwora 
added 18 points and Wesley Matthews had 13 points. 
“You are definitely concerned anytime you lose four 
out of five,” Middleton said. “And you never want to 
lose two in a row. 

“You understand what the circumstances are (with 
players being out) and you never want to use that as 
an excuse. We understand what we’re going through 
and everybody is going through. But we still have to go 
out there and compete.” — AFP 

Embiid helps Sixers  
win 7th straight as 
Hornets sting Bucks 

HOUSTON: Joel Embiid #21 of the Philadelphia 
76ers shoots the ball during the game against the 
Houston Rockets on January 10, 2022. — AFP

CHRISTCHURCH: New Zealand wrapped up the 
second Test against Bangladesh by an innings and 117 
runs in Christchurch yesterday to draw the series, with 
veteran batsman Ross Taylor taking the final wicket in 
a fairytale finish to his Test career. Bangladesh, forced 
to follow on 385 runs behind, were dismissed in their 
second innings for 278 after Liton Das had cracked a 
gallant 102 off 111 deliveries. But the day belonged to 
37-year-old Taylor, New Zealand’s elder statesman 
playing his 112th and final Test, who had a rare bowl 
with his part-time offspin at the end and needed just 
three balls to take the last wicket of Ebadot Hossain, 
caught by Tom Latham for four. 

It was a fitting farewell for Taylor, who bowed out 
of red-ball cricket with a New Zealand record 7,683 
runs, putting him 37th in the all-time list of the sport’s 
most prolific run-getters. “I wanted to finish with a 
win and the guys definitely gave that to me,” Taylor 
said. “The way we came out and bowled and put them 
under pressure after putting up a very good total put 
us in good stead. It was an emotional game for me, my 
family and friends and it was good to get the win.” 

Captain Tom Latham summed up New Zealand’s 
victory as “close to the perfect performance. “After 
losing the toss and getting put in, to get a significant 
score on the board and then for the bowlers to do 
their thing on a wicket that was flattening out was 
outstanding.” The Bangladesh top order put up gritty 
resistance in reaching 123 for three, while Liton shared 
a century partnership for the sixth wicket with Nurul 
Hasan. But there was no fight in the tail as New 

Zealand, the reigning world Test champions, complet-
ed a much-needed win after being comprehensively 
beaten by eight wickets in the first Test. 

Rather than be disappointed in the result , 
Bangladesh captain Mominul Haque said winning 
one Test and sharing the two-match series was “a 
very big achievement for us”. “So we have to take 
this challenge and continue our momentum,” he 
added. Bangladesh were sunk in their second innings 
by the bounce of Neil Wagner, who took three for 
77, while Kyle Jamieson finished with four for 82. 
But the foundations for New Zealand’s victory were 
laid by captain Latham with his epic 252 setting up a 
mammoth first innings 521 for six declared. The 
Bangladesh bowlers failed to capitalize on the green 
wicket after winning the toss and asking New 
Zealand to bat. — AFP 

Fairytale end; Taylor  
seals N Zealand win  
over Bangladesh

CHRISTCHURCH: New Zealand’s Ross Taylor poses 
with his wife Victoria, daughters Adelaide (cen-
ter), Makenzie (centre top) and son Jonty (front 
left) after his last Test match following day three 
of the second cricket Test match between New 
Zealand and Bangladesh yesterday. —AFP 


