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News in brief

Coronavirus cases decline 
but rate of infection rises

Defense minister demands explanation over grilling
By B Izzak 
 
KUWAIT: The number of new coron-
avirus cases dropped for the second day 
yesterday, but the infection rate contin-
ued to rise, according to figures released 
by the health ministry. The ministry 
reported 4,503 new cases yesterday, 
down from 4,417 cases reported on 
Saturday and 4,881 cases, the highest 
ever, reported on Friday. The ministry 
also reported one death yesterday. 

The ministry said the infection rate 
remains high at 14.5 percent, adding the 
number of patients in intensive care units 
rose to 26, while those receiving treat-
ment in hospitals increased to 277. The 
number of active coronavirus cases 
surged to 41,413 cases, it said. Kuwait has 

imposed a series of restrictions to curb 
the new wave of the COVID pandemic, 
but has so far declined to impose total or 
partial closures. 

Meanwhile, Defense Minister Sheikh 
Hamad Jaber Al-Ali Al-Sabah yesterday 
demanded clarifications of some points 
of the grilling submitted against him by 
MP Hamdan Al-Azemi. Azemi filed the 
grilling on Jan 4 over allegations that the 
minister violated the country’s traditions 
by allowing women to enlist in the mili-
tary. He also charged the minister of 
ignoring recommendations made by the 
Audit Bureau on suspected violations in 
the multibillion-dollar deal to purchase 
Eurofighter warplanes. 

The lawmaker also alleged that the 
minister did not protect state properties, 

failed to cooperate with supervision agen-
cies, and did not apply the policy of replac-
ing expat employees by Kuwaitis. In a let-
ter addressed to the National Assembly, 
the minister said the lawmaker did not 
explain what constitutional clauses were 
violated by enlisting women in the military. 

The minister also demanded to know 
what recommendations were made by 
the Audit Bureau on the Eurofighter deal 
and how he failed to protect state land. 
The grilling is expected to be debated in 
tomorrow’s regular session and could 
lead to opposition MPs filing a no-confi-
dence motion. MP Saleh Al-Mutairi yes-
terday submitted a request calling for 
the Assembly to convene a special ses-
sion on Jan 27 to discuss issues related 
to retired Kuwaitis.

Kuwaiti mountaineer completes 
7 volcanic summits challenge

Kuwaiti mountaineer Yousef Al-Refai unfurls the Kuwaiti flag atop Mount 
Sidley in Antarctica. Refai completed the seven volcanic summits chal-
lenge by summiting Sidley, making him the 24th individual in the world, 
the first Middle Eastern Arab, and the youngest person to achieve this 
accomplishment. — KUNA (See Page 2)

COLLEYVILLE, Texas: All four people taken 
hostage in a more than 10-hour standoff at a 
Texas synagogue have been freed unharmed, 
police said late Saturday, and their suspected 
captor is dead. The siege in the small Texas town 
of Colleyville - in which the suspect was appar-
ently demanding the release of a convicted terror-
ist - had sparked an outpouring of concern from 
Jewish organizations in the United States and the 
government of the Zionist entity. 
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COLLEYVILLE, Texas: SWAT team members deploy near the Congregation 
Beth Israel Synagogue on Saturday. — AFP

FLORENCE, Arizona: Former US President Donald Trump gestures as he 
speaks during a rally at the Canyon Moon Ranch festival grounds on 
Saturday. — AFP 

Hostages freed 
in synagogue  
standoff in US 

Mali ex-president Keita dies 
 
BAMAKO: Mali’s former pres-
ident Ibrahim Boubacar Keita, 
who led the West African 
country from 2013 until he was 
ousted in a coup in 2020, died 
at the age of 76 yesterday, his 
family said. “President IBK died 
this morning at 0900 GMT in 
his home” in Bamako, a family 
member told AFP using the ex-
leader’s initials, with several other family members 
confirming his passing. -— AFP 

Moon hails K-pop impact 
 
DUBAI: South Korea’s soft power matches its 
economic achievements, President Moon Jae-in 
said yesterday at the start of a Middle East tour 
expected to focus on business and trade oppor-
tunities. K-pop stars have “charmed the world”, 
the president said at Dubai’s Expo in the UAE, 
the first leg of a trip that will also take him to 
Saudi Arabia and Egypt. — AFP 

Sudan revokes Al Jazeera license 
 
KHARTOUM: Sudan has revoked the license of 
Al Jazeera Mubasher, part of the Qatar-based net-
work, accusing it of “unprofessional” TV coverage 
of anti-coup protests, the channel said yesterday. 
Sudan has been gripped by political turmoil since 
top military leader General Abdel Fattah al-Burhan 
launched a coup on Oct 25. — AFP 

MELBOURNE: Novak Djokovic was deported 
from Australia yesterday having lost a high-stakes 
legal battle over his coronavirus vaccination sta-
tus and with his dream of clinching a record 21st 
Grand Slam in tatters. Hours after a Federal Court 
unanimously upheld the cancellation of his visa 
on public order grounds, an “extremely disap-
pointed” Djokovic complied with a direction to 
leave the country. 

The humbled star boarded a f l ight from 
Melbourne’s Tullamarine airport for Dubai late 

yesterday, accompanied by a retinue of aides and 
officials. Emirates flight EK409 took off at 10:51 
pm local time (1151 GMT), according to an AFP 
reporter on board. Twice in the last 11 days 
Australia’s government had ripped up Djokovic’s 
visa and placed him in immigration detention - 
saying the unvaccinated star’s presence could fuel 
anti-vaccine sentiment amid a tidal wave of 
Omicron cases. 

Twice the Serbian star fought the decision in 
court, winning one round but losing Sunday’s 
decider. With a few dry words, the chief justice of 
Australia’s Federal Court, James Allsop, ended a 
week of legal high drama that was followed around 
the world. “The orders of the court are that the 
amended application be dismissed with costs,” 
Allsop said. With little chance for appeal, Djokovic 
acknowledged the game was up, and he would not 
be gracing Melbourne Park this year. 

“I cannot stay in Australia and participate in the 
Australian Open,” he said on the eve of a tourna-
ment that he has dominated for a decade. “I hope 
that we can all now focus on the game and tourna-
ment I love.” But the controversy looks set to rum-
ble, with Djokovic’s image seriously tarnished and 
Australia feeding a growing reputation for being 
hostile to visitors.  

“This cancellation decision was made on health, 
safety and good order grounds, on the basis that it 
was in the public interest to do so,” conservative 
Prime Minister Scott Morrison said hailing the court 
verdict. “I welcome the decision to keep our bor-
ders strong and keep Australians safe.” 

Morrison, who faces a tough reelection battle 
this year, is unlikely to face a public backlash over 
the saga, even among those with misgivings about 
his hardline immigration policies.  
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‘Disappointed’  
Djokovic deported 
from Australia

FLORENCE, Arizona: Donald 
Trump delivered a crowd-pleasing 
speech to thousands of adoring sup-
porters in Arizona Saturday, insisting 
yet again that he won the 2020 US 
presidential election. Some of the 
faithful had arrived in the area days in 
advance from as far away as Florida 
or Texas, waiting to hear the former 
president trot out a familiar list of 
grievances. 

Their patience was soon rewarded. 

“We are done having our lives con-
trolled by politicians in Washington. 
We are done with the mandates,” he 
said, in reference to rules brought in 
to control the coronavirus pandemic. 
“The radical Democrats want to turn 
the United States into a communist 
country,” he continued. “We won 
those elections. We won them big. We 
can’t let them get away with it.” 

Earlier speakers had kept to similar 
themes, slamming 2020 election victor 
President Joe Biden as “weak” and 
“deranged”, and taking aim at the 
“lamestream media”, who were duly 
booed by the crowd. It was a greatest 
hits of Trumpism, playing all the 
expected notes: A stolen election, the 
unfairness of the media, open borders 
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Trump rallies 
fans at ‘MAGA 
Woodstock’ 
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