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News in brief

60+ visas renewal given priority

KUWAIT: The renewal of permits of residents
aged 60 and above without a degree will see
deep-rooted solutions soon after being
delayed for more than a year, Al-Jarida report-
ed yesterday quoting high-ranking sources.
They said Minister of Justice and State
Minister for Integrity Affairs Jamal Al-Jalawi
has this issue among his priorities and is keen
on finding solutions as soon as possible. They
said the minister is waiting for a Cabinet
decree to transfer the jurisdiction of some gov-
ernment authorities to other entities, including
the Public Authority for Manpower, which was
under the commerce and industry minister and
is now under the justice minister. The sources
expected renewal fees to be KD 1,000 to KD
1,100 per year, including health insurance. 

Live ammunition drill today

KUWAIT: Kuwait Coast Guard will carry out a
shooting drill using live ammunition today at the
marine shooting range (ALFA) near the islands
of Boubyan and Failaka, said the Interior
Ministry yesterday. In a statement, the ministry
affirmed that the training would last until January
18 from 8 am to 3 pm. It also went on urging all
sea-goers to keep away from the shooting range.

Temperatures to drop tomorrow

KUWAIT: Kuwait’s weather today is expected
to be rather cold with a chance of light rain,
while a significant drop in temperature is
expected starting from tomorrow, according to
the Kuwait Meteorological Center.

KUWAIT: Heads of the top three authorities meet at Bayan Palace yesterday. — Amiri Diwan photo

KUWAIT: In line with an assignment by His
Highness the Amir Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-
Jaber Al-Sabah, heads of the top three authorities
held a meeting at Bayan Palace yesterday. The ses-
sion grouped National Assembly Speaker
Marzouq Ali Al-Ghanem, His Highness the Prime
Minister Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Hamad Al-
Sabah and Head of the Supreme Judicial Council
and Head of the Court of Cassation Justice Ahmad
Musaed Al-Ajeel. 

Earlier yesterday, His Highness the Crown Prince
Sheikh Mishal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah
received at Bayan Palace National Assembly
Speaker Marzouq Ali Al-Ghanem. His Highness
then received His Highness the Prime Minister
Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah. His
Highness the Crown Prince also received Deputy
Prime Minister and Minister of Defense Sheikh
Hamad Jaber Al-Ali Al-Sabah. — KUNA

Heads of Kuwait’s top
three authorities meet

Gulf Bank names new
head of Compliance
and Disclosure Unit 
KUWAIT: Gulf Bank announced the appointment of
Mohammad Jassim Al-Beloushi as Head of
Compliance and Disclosure Unit. Beloushi started his
new role on Wednesday, January 12,
2022, following the approval obtained
from the Capital Markets Authority.
This step was taken in keeping with
Gulf Bank’s policy to promote and
appoint nationals to leadership posi-
tions, an essential part of the bank’s
2025 strategy.

Beloushi is a seasoned regulatory
compliance expert with over 12 years
of experience in the field, having
worked at both the Central Bank of
Kuwait and Gulf Bank. He holds a
bachelor’s degree in Economics from
Boston University and an MBA from
Vanderbilt University, and has suc-
cessfully completed an executive
leadership development program with Harvard
Business School in 2019. Mohammad also holds the
ICA International Advanced Certificate in
Regulatory Compliance in cooperation with the
University of Manchester, as well as the CISI certifi-
cate in Capital Market Authority (CMA) Rules and
Regulations.

Gulf Bank’s Compliance and Disclosure Unit

works to ensure the Bank’s compliance with supervi-
sory laws and regulations during all stages of imple-
mentation of banking operations, services and trans-
actions, and while working with business depart-
ments in reviewing and developing new products and
services in accordance with local laws. 

The unit also works in identifying and evaluating
the non-compliance risks facing the Bank and
preparing plans and reports to the Board of
Directors on the efficiency of the Bank’s manage-

ment of these risks. In addition, the unit
serves as a link between Gulf Bank, the
Central Bank of Kuwait, the Capital
Markets Authority, and the local stock
exchange.

Gulf Bank’s vision is to be the lead-
ing Kuwaiti Bank of the Future. The
Bank is constantly engaging and
empowering its employees as part of an
inclusive and diversified workplace in
recognition of every employee’s role in
delivering customer excellence and
serving the community at large. With its
extensive network of branches and
innovative digital services, Gulf Bank is
able to give its customers the choice of
how and where to conduct their bank-

ing transactions, all while ensuring a simple and
seamless banking experience. Gulf Bank is commit-
ted to maintaining a robust sustainability program at
the community, economic, and environmental levels
through sustainability initiatives that are strategically
selected to benefit both the country and the Bank.
Gulf Bank supports Kuwait Vision 2035 “New
Kuwait” and works with the different relevant parties
to achieve it.

Mohammad Al-Beloushi

Spinsterhood rises
among Arab women
during pandemic 
KUWAIT: The emerging and continuous COVID-19
pandemic and various social factors have increased rates
of spinsterhood among women in the Arab world, said the
Arabic Gulf Research Center. A report published on the
center’s official websites yesterday said Arab women
have registered the highest rate of spinsterhood among
women in different parts of the world, due to the unstable
circumstances caused by the spread of the coronavirus
and its impact on the social and economic levels.
Education, self-affirmation and assisting families con-
tribute to increasing the rate of women’s reluctance to get
married, the report added. Restrictions imposed on Arab
societies because of the spread of the coronavirus since
2020, deterioration of living conditions of Arab individu-
als, unemployment, poverty and inflation are all factors
that increased young people’s rejection of marriage, the
report pointed out. The study explained how the pan-
demic created a status of depression and isolation caused
by fears of infection especially with the growing death
toll, stressing that these factors affected the decisions and
idea of marriage in the past two years. Addiction to the
internet and the social media had caused a negative
impact on the young peoples’ view about marriage, by
increasing their fears of failure and divorce. The report
concluded by explaining how other factors such as wars
and conflicts had negatively affected economic and social
conditions that led to an increase in the age of marriage
in the Arab world in general. — KUNA

KUWAIT: A Kuwaiti died in a traffic accident
between an SUV and a truck at dawn yesterday on
Abdaly Road. Firemen extracted the body and handed
it to concerned authorities. Separately, Kuwait Fire

Force said fire broke out in a Shuwaikh garage
Saturday night. The fire was in a heated area where
vehicles are painted. An employee was found suffering
from burns and cuts and was handed to paramedics.

Motorist dead in Abdaly Road crash


