
HOBART: Australia’s fast bowlers ran
through the English batting line-up to
claim a comprehensive 146-run win in
the fifth and final Ashes Test at Hobart
yesterday, sealing a one-sided series
4-0. After a bright 68-run opening
stand chasing 271 for victory, England
collapsed once again to hand the Test
to the rampant Australian outfit, losing
10 wickets for 56 runs in 137 balls.

The hosts
could easily
have won the
series 5-0, but
for some bad
weather and
heroics from
England’s low-
er order in
Sydney, when
the outclassed
visitors held
on for a tense draw. “To be at the end
of a five-Test series with so many
positives - winning 4-0 - it’s huge so
I’m really pumped,” Australian captain
Pat Cummins said. “It really feels like
we are building to something big. “I
can’t wait to show our wares overseas
so we can really judge ourselves in all
conditions.”

England had no answers once more
in Hobart to the pace barrage of
Cummins, Cameron Green, Scott
Boland and Mitchell Starc, who
shared the wickets between them and

took nine English wickets in the night
session. So dominant were the fast
bowlers, off-spinner Nathan Lyon did
not bowl a ball in the entire match.
England captain Joe Root admitted
his side were simply not good enough
throughout the series. “It’s been a
really tough tour,” he said. “We’ve
played good cricket in parts, we’ve
just not been able to structure a

whole game
together.

“It’s some-
thing we have
to learn from
and not go
away and
keep making
the same mis-
takes. “We’ve
been out-
played in all

areas and credit to Australia.” The
tourists had bowled Australia out for
155 during the middle session, leaving
themselves an improbable target of
271 for victory. Rory Burns and fellow
opener Zak Crawley got the tourists
off to a rousing start but in the last
over before tea, Burns tried to leave a
ball from Green, only to chop it on,
falling for 26 with the score on 68.

Dawid Malan, whose wife gave
birth to their first child overnight,
started well with a couple of slashing
boundaries, but he fell the same way,

chopping on to Green for 10 to end a
disappointing Test. Green struck
again when Crawley edged the ball
through to wicketkeeper Alex Carey,
before Ben Stokes on five threw his
wicket away when he pulled a Starc
short ball to Lyon at deep square leg.

Root has endured a difficult series
after some bright starts, but there was
nothing he could do when a Boland
delivery barely bounced, shooting
through and crashing into the bottom

of off-stump. All Root could do was
stand there and shake his head with a
wry smile before trudging off, bring-
ing debutant Sam Billings to the
crease. But he didn’t last long before
he meekly chipped Boland to mid-off
where Cummins took a simple catch.
The wickets continued to tumble after
that with no-one offering any resist-
ance and it was no surprise when
Australia wrapped up the win 40 min-
utes before stumps.  — AFP 

S p o r t s Monday, January 17, 2022

14

Australian bowlers destroy 
England again to win Ashes 

News in brief

PSG extend Ligue 1 lead

PARIS: Kylian Mbappe scored the opening
goal as Paris Saint-Germain saw off Brest 2-0
at the Parc des Princes on Saturday to stretch
their lead at the top of Ligue 1 to 11 points.
Mauricio Pochettino’s men, who missed out on
the title last season to Lille, had drawn four of
their five previous league games before sec-
ond-placed Nice closed to within eight points
by beating Nantes 2-1 on Friday. PSG also
remain without Lionel Messi, who is still
recovering after testing positive for Covid-19,
while the injured Neymar watched on from
the stands. But the capital giants had little
trouble in swatting aside Brest as Mbappe
made it 10 goals in his last six appearances.
“The most important thing is to have had
chances, and good situations,” said PSG
coach Pochettino. “We might have liked to win
by a bigger margin. Players will be able to
score next time.” — AFP

Betis v Sevilla abandoned 

MADRID: A Copa del Rey match between
rivals Sevilla and Real Betis was abandoned
on Saturday after Sevilla’s Joan Jordan was
struck on the head by an object thrown from
the crowd. After a stoppage of around 45
minutes at the Benito Villamarin, the Spanish
federation (RFEF) confirmed the last-16
game had been abandoned, with the score at
1-1. Jordan did not appear seriously hurt.
“The Copa del Rey knock-out match
between Real Betis and Sevilla is suspended.
The RFEF condemns all acts of violence on
the pitch,” the federation said in a statement.
It will now be up to the federation to decide
whether the game gets replayed or restarted,
and how many Betis fans are allowed to
attend. One option is for the match to be
played behind closed doors. Nabil Fekir had
just equalized for Betis in the 39th minute,
scoring straight from a corner, when a long
object thrown from the stand at the Benito
Villamarin hit Jordan. — AFP 

Ghana’s Tetteh banned 

YAOUNDE: Ghana striker Benjamin Tetteh
will serve a three-match suspension after
punching an opponent during a mass brawl
following Friday’s 1-1 draw with Gabon at the
Africa Cup of Nations. Tensions boiled over
as Ghana were enraged by a late equaliser
that Gabon scored after opting not to return
the ball when the Black Stars put it out of play
after their midfielder Daniel-Kofi Kyereh went
down injured. After a shoving match broke out
on the pitch at full-time, Tetteh took a swing
at Gabon’s Aaron Boupendza and was later
shown a red card by the referee. CAF on
Saturday said it had decided to suspend
Tetteh for one additional match on top of his
automatic two-game ban. He will miss Ghana’s
must-win clash against Comoros tomorrow.
Ghana are third in Group C with just one
point from two games.  — AFP 

Katethong downs Sindhu 

NEW DELHI: Thailand’s Supanida
Katethong stunned top seed PV Sindhu to
reach the final of the India Open women’s sin-
gles badminton in New Delhi on Saturday, as
more players withdrew due to positive
COVID-19 tests. Russia’s mixed doubles
player Rodion Alimov on Saturday became
the latest to contract the virus, according to
organizers, taking the count to eight in the
Super 500 tournament. Alimov and his part-
ner Alina Davletova bowed out with
Indonesian pair of Yong Kai Terry Hee and
Wei Han Tan getting a walkover into the final.
In the women’s semi-finals, sixth seed
Katethong beat home favourite Sindhu 21-14,
13-21, 21-10 to book her title clash with sec-
ond seed and countrywoman Busanan
Ongbamrungphan who beat another home
player Aakarshi Kashyap 26-24, 21-9.  — AFP 

Fulham demolish Bristol City

LONDON: Aleksandar Mitrovic hit a hat-
trick as Fulham powered to the top of the
Championship with a 6-2 demolition of Bristol
City on Saturday. Marco Silva’s side trailed to
Antoine Semenyo’s early goal at Craven
Cottage. Serbia striker Mitrovic headed
Fulham level after 21 minutes before Semenyo
restored the Robins’ lead. That was the spark
for Fulham to score four more before half-
time, just days after they won 7-0 at Reading.
Neeskens Kebano equalized and Fulham took
the lead for the first time after 36 minutes
thanks to Fabio Carvalho. Mitrovic bagged his
26th and 27th league goals this season with a
header and a clinical finish. Kebano struck
after 57 minutes as Fulham leapfrogged
Bournemouth, who surrendered first place
after a last-gasp 3-2 defeat at Luton. — AFP 

Rampant Australia seal a one-sided series 4-0

HOBART: Australia’s Pat Cummins takes the final England wicket of Ollie Robinson as
Australia defeats England on the third day of the fifth Ashes cricket Test match in
Hobart yesterday. — AFP 

We’ve been 
outplayed in 

all areas

BIRMINGHAM: Steven Gerrard
hailed Philippe Coutinho’s dream
debut for Aston Villa as the Brazil
star’s late equalizer capped a thrilling
fightback from two goals down
against Manchester United in
Saturday’s 2-2 draw. Four years after
he last played in the Premier League
with Liverpool, Coutinho made an
instant impact on his return to England
following his loan move from
Barcelona this week. Coutinho came
off the bench midway through the sec-
ond half with Villa trailing 2-0 after
Bruno Fernandes’s double for United.

The 29-year-old provided the
assist for Jacob Ramsey to give Villa
hope with 13 minutes left. Coutinho
then converted Ramsey’s cross five
minutes later to ensure Gerrard’s side
made amends for their FA Cup third
round exit at United today. Coutinho

suffered a disappointing time at
Barcelona, but Gerrard is confident he
can bring the forward back to his best
after playing with him at Liverpool. “It
was a good start. We’ve brought a
quality footballer to the club. We need
to get him up to speed in terms of his
match sharpness,” Gerrard said.

“We certainly deserved to be trail-
ing at the break. I had to tell a few
home truths and the reaction was fan-
tastic. “We conceded against the run
of play but didn’t feel sorry for our-
selves, we continued to show charac-
ter and believe. “The substitutions
really brought something to the game.
The two goals we scored were fantas-
tic.” United have now gone two
league matches without victory after
losing to Wolves in their previous
top-flight game.

With United languishing in seventh

place, there will be fresh questions
about interim boss Ralf Rangnick.
Rangnick had already endured
reports that United’s players were
unimpressed with his coaching meth-
ods and his backroom staff. Fernandes
owed his first goal to a howler from

Villa goalkeeper Emiliano Martinez,
who let his free-kick spill into the net.
The Portugal playmaker’s second goal
was the kind of eye-catching finish
that made his name when he arrived
at United from Sporting Lisbon in
January 2020. —AFP 

BIRMINGHAM: Aston Villa’s Brazilian midfielder Philippe Coutinho (left) scores their
second goal past Manchester United’s Spanish goalkeeper David de Gea during the
English Premier League football match between Aston Villa and Manchester Utd on
January 15, 2022. — AFP 

Super-sub Coutinho caps Villa
revival to frustrate Man Utd

LOS ANGELES: A solid outing from
quarterback Joe Burrow and a late
defensive stand saw the Cincinnati
Bengals beat the Las Vegas Raiders
26-19 on Saturday to earn their first
NFL playoff victory in 31 years.
Burrow threw for two touchdowns as
he piloted an efficient Bengals offense
that scored on their first four drives.

Rookie kicker Evan McPherson
made all four of his field goal attempts
as the Bengals ended an eight-game
playoff losing streak that stretched
back to their victory over the now-
defunct Houston Oilers in January of
1991. “It feels great winning for us, for
the city, for the organization. But, you
know, we expected this. So it’s not
going to be a big celebration like it
was when we won the division,”
Burrow told broadcaster NBC. “We
took care of business, on to the next
round.” Cincinnati will face either the
Kansas City Chiefs or Buffalo Bills in
the divisional round next weekend.

Josh Allen passed for five touch-
downs as Buffalo thrashed the New
England Patriots 47-17 in another
AFC wild-card matchup. Allen led the
Bills to touchdown drives on their first
seven possessions, a first for any team
in an NFL playoff game in the Super
Bowl era. In Cincinnati, Burrow com-
pleted 24 of 34 passes for 244 yards
and two touchdowns as the Bengals
held on for the win in front of a crowd
of 66,200 at Paul Brown Stadium.
That included a controversial 10-yard
TD strike to Tyler Boyd that Burrow
unleashed just before going out of
bounds.

A line judge erroneously blew his
whistle to indicate Burrow was out of
bounds, which should have immedi-
ately made the play dead. The touch-
down counted, however, whether or
not the sound of the whistle caused
Raiders defenders to pull up on the
play. Raiders interim head coach Rich
Bisaccia declined to criticize the offi-

ciating crew. “I think there’s a lot of
things that went on in the game both
ways,” he said. “I’ve got enough
problems with my job, I can’t do the
officiating, too.”

Another questionable call-roughing
the passer against the Bengals-helped
the Raiders keep a potential game-
tying drive alive in the final minutes.

Down 26-19 and needing a touchdown
to force overtime, Raiders quarterback
Derek Carr converted a third and 17-
yard play and a third and 10 before
the Bengals defense came up with
three huge stops from within 10 yards
of the goalline. Bengals linebacker
Germaine Pratt intercepted Carr on
fourth down to seal the victory. —AFP 

CINCINNATI: Germaine Pratt #57 of the Cincinnati Bengals tackles Darren Waller #83
of the Las Vegas Raiders in the first half of the AFC Wild Card playoff game at Paul
Brown Stadium on January 15, 2022.  —AFP 

Bengals end decades of playoff
futility, Bills throttle Patriots

Defaults, drama, 
science: Djokovic 
controversies
MELBOURNE: Hailed as one of the greatest tennis
players of all time, Novak Djokovic was aiming to
defend his title at this year’s Australian Open and win
a record 21st Grand Slam. But his refusal to get vacci-
nated against COVID-19 pitted him against the
Australian government, who cancelled his visa and left
the tennis ace facing deportation on the eve of the
tournament. AFP Sport looks at other controversial
incidents that have dogged the career of the world
number one and 20-time Grand Slam title winner:

US Open default
Djokovic saw his 2020 US Open title hopes dashed

when he was sensationally disqualified from his last-16
match against Pablo Carreno Busta after accidentally
hitting a female line judge in the throat with a ball. The
Serbian had lashed out in frustration after dropping
serve in a match played on an empty Arthur Ashe
Court where fans were banned due to the pandemic.
“This whole situation has left me really sad and emp-
ty,” Djokovic said in a statement. “I checked on the
linesperson and the tournament told me that thank
God she is feeling OK. I’m extremely sorry to have
caused her such stress. So unintended. So wrong.”

COVID tour
In the midst of the pandemic in 2020, and with

professional tennis shut down, Djokovic organised
the Adria Tour, a series of exhibition events in the
Balkans. However, the tournament was abandoned
in Zadar in Croatia after Bulgarian player Grigor
Dimitrov tested positive for coronavirus. Djokovic
and his wife Jelena as well as fellow players Viktor
Troicki and Borna Coric also went on to reveal pos-

itive tests. The players were also heavily criticized
for dancing and embracing at a nightclub.

Tone deaf?
When Djokovic arrived in Melbourne for the

2021 Australian Open, he whipped up another storm
for issuing a list of requests that reportedly includ-
ed players being given private homes with tennis
courts. “Djokovic is a tool,” firebrand Aussie player
Nick Kyrgios tweeted in response. Ironically,
Kyrgios has leapt to Djokovic’s defence during his
current Australian controversy. “I just think it’s
crazy. I feel so sorry for him,” he said Saturday.
Djokovic has long faced accusations that he exag-
gerates injuries in matches. At the 2008 US Open,
he took two medical timeouts in a gruelling five-set
win over Tommy Robredo. Quarter-final opponent
Andy Roddick then mockingly listed Djokovic’s
injuries to include “two hurt ankles, bird flu and
SARS!” Djokovic defeated the American and hit
back in his post-match, on-court interview. — AFP 


