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Premier League faces 
fan fury for flurry of 
postponements
MANCHESTER: The Premier League stands accused
of overseeing a farce after agreeing to Arsenal’s request
to postpone their trip to Tottenham with the Gunners
reportedly missing just one player due to coronavirus.
Yesterday’s north London derby, which was due to be
screened live in Sky Sports’ marquee slot of 16.30
GMT, became the 21st match called off over the past
two months. Rules initially brought in to cope with
record numbers of COVID-19 cases caused by the
Omicron variant of the virus have quickly been abused
by clubs seeking to take advantage when depleted by
injuries and the ongoing Africa Cup of Nations.

Arsenal have four players away on international
duty in Cameroon on top of injuries to Emile Smith
Rowe and Takehiro Tomiyasu. Bukayo Saka, Kieran
Tierney and Cedric Soares all picked up knocks in
Thursday’s League Cup semi-final, first leg at Liverpool
and Granit Xhaka would have been suspended after
being sent off in that game, but Martin Odegaard is the
only player currently ruled out due to testing positive
for COVID. Mikel Arteta’s squad had been further
depleted this week by loan moves for Ainsley Maitland
Niles to Roma and Folarin Balogun to Middlesbrough.

Had both players remained at the Emirates, they
may have been able to meet the Premier League’s cri-
teria of having 13 available outfield players plus a goal-
keeper. “What started out as postponements due to a
pandemic has now become about clubs not having
their best team,” tweeted former Manchester United
captain and Sky pundit Gary Neville. “The Premier
League must stop this now, draw a line in the sand and
say all games go ahead unless you have an exceptional
amount of CV (coronavirus) cases. It’s wrong.” —AFP

DOUALA: Mohamed Salah got back among the
goals for Egypt on Saturday as the record seven-
time champions beat Guinea-Bissau after Nigeria
secured their place in the last 16 of the Africa
Cup of Nations. Salah’s first-time finish at the
back post in the 69th minute in Garoua got his
and Egypt’s campaign in Cameroon up and run-
ning after they had lost 1-0 to Nigeria in their
opening Group D game.

However, Guinea-Bissau were left fuming after a
stunning 82nd-minute strike by Mama Balde was
ruled out following a VAR review. Carlos Queiroz’s
Egypt, who also hit the
woodwork three times,
now need only draw their
last group game against
neighbors Sudan in
Yaounde on Wednesday
to guarantee safe pas-
sage to the last 16. “It was
a really tough game and
we were a little bit lucky
with the foul,” Salah
admitted to broadcasters.

“We have to win our
next game now to make sure we qualify and we
will do our best to go as far as we can in the tour-
nament.” Salah, who had not scored in any of his
previous six appearances for Egypt this season,
struck the post with just 84 seconds played and
Mostafa Mohamed hit the same upright later in the
first half. The Liverpool star finally broke the dead-
lock midway through the second half when he met
Amr El Solia’s floated ball to the back post with a
first-time cushioned volley that beat Guinea-
Bissau goalkeeper Jonas Mendes.

Substitute Zizo also hit the woodwork for
Egypt before Balde’s superb strike into the far
corner was ruled out by the referee on review for
grappling defender Omar Kamal to the ground.

The small west African nation of Guinea-Bissau
are appearing at their third straight AFCON hav-
ing never qualified before 2017, but they are left
still searching for their first win at the tournament
after eight attempts.

Super Eagles cruise
In contrast, continental powerhouse Nigeria

secured qualification for the knockout phase
thanks to a 3-1 win over Sudan earlier at the same
venue in northern Cameroon. With former Super
Eagles star Augustine Eguavoen in temporary

charge after last month’s
sacking of German coach
Gernot Rohr, Nigeria
stuck with the same line-
up that defeated Egypt.
Vil larreal’s Samuel
Chukwueze struck in the
third minute and the
three-time winners
scored a second goal in
slightly fortunate circum-
stances on the stroke of
half-time.

Captain William Troost-Ekong’s header rico-
cheted off a Sudan defender and then the head of
Taiwo Awoniyi and squirmed in under the goal-
keeper. Moses Simon added a third right at the
start of the second half, with Walieldin Khidir con-
verting a consolation spot-kick for Sudan. The
Super Eagles are now certain to top Group D
meaning they will stay in Garoua-close to the bor-
der with the Nigerian state of Adamawa-for a last-
16 tie against a third-placed side on January 23.

“To be a champion you should be ready to
play against any team, so any team that comes
our way, we’ll be prepared,” said Eguavoen. The
matches in Garoua, home of leading Cameroonian
club Cotonsport, attracted larger crowds than

have been seen at most Cup of Nations matches,
with the requirement to be fully vaccinated
against Covid-19 and provide a negative test
appearing to put many fans off attending in the
football-mad country.

On Sunday reigning champions Algeria look
for their first win when they play Equatorial
Guinea in Douala after the Ivory Coast face
Sierra Leone in the same Group E. A Tunisia side
missing a raft of players due to positive coron-

avirus tests take on Mauritania in the coastal
town of Limbe after Gambia face Mali at the
same venue. Ghana striker Benjamin Tetteh has
been handed a three-game ban after punching an
opponent during a mass brawl at the end of
Friday’s 1-1 draw with Gabon. Tetteh took a swing
at Gabon’s Aaron Boupendza and was later shown
a red card by the referee. The ban means he will
not be able to play again at the tournament unless
Ghana reach the semi-finals. —AFP

Nigeria cruise to Cup of Nations last 16

Salah’s strike gives Egypt 
victory over Guinea-Bissau

GAROUA: Egypt’s forward Mohamed Salah (right) is fouled by Guinea-Bissau’s defender Fali Cande during
the Group D Africa Cup of Nations (CAN) 2021 football match between Guinea-Bissau and Egypt on January
15, 2022. —AFP

BERLIN: Bayern Munich captain Manuel
Neuer hailed Robert Lewandowski as a scor-
ing “machine” after the Poland striker claimed
his 300th Bundesliga goal with a hat-trick as
the German league leaders thrashed Cologne
4-0 on Saturday. The champions restored
their six-point advantage after Borussia
Dortmund had cut the gap with a 5-1 thump-
ing of Freiburg on Friday.

Visitors Bayern, almost back to full
strength after nine players missed last week-
end’s home loss to Borussia
Moenchengladbach following positive COVID
tests, raced into a 2-0 lead with goals by
Lewandowski and Corentin Tolisso. “After the
defeat against Moenchengladbach, it was
important for us to get our first points this
year,” Neuer told Sky Sport. Lewandowski
reached the 300 mark by netting twice in the
second half, with both assists provided by
substitute Leroy Sane.

Only Bayern and West Germany legend
Gerd Mueller, who died last year, scored
more Bundesliga goals with 365. “We are
happy and grateful to have Robert - he is a
machine up front,” added Neuer.
Lewandowski opened the scoring with some

slick finishing before Tolisso doubled Bayern’s
lead by thumping his shot into the top corner
from 16 meters out. Cologne looked to have
clawed a goal back through Mark Uth, but
the VAR spotted he was offside.

The scored stayed 2-0 until Leroy Sane,
one of the players who missed the Gladbach
loss, came on and carved holes in Cologne’s
defense for Lewandowski’s next two goals.
Sane’s pass put Lewandowski in behind the
defense for his second goal. Eight minutes
later, Sane again danced through Cologne’s
midfield before putting Lewandowski into
position to tuck away his 23rd league effort
this season. Lewandowski has scored in 15
of Bayern’s 19 league games and is on
course to break his own record of 41
Bundesliga goals in a single season, which
he set last May.

Leverkusen win at Gladbach
Later, Bayer Leverkusen regained third

spot behind Dortmund with a 2-1 victory at
Moenchengladbach despite Patrick Schick
and Kerem Demirbay both having second-
half penalty attempts saved by Gladbach
keeper Yann Sommer. Schick was first denied

by Sommer’s superb diving save only for
Leverkusen midfielder Robert Andrich to
score from the resulting corner. Schick then
made amends for his penalty miss by heading
in a free-kick. Gladbach clawed a late goal
back when Nico Elvedi tapped in after a goal-
mouth scramble just before another great
Sommer save denied Demirbay’s spot kick.

Sommer took no consolation from his

double penalty saves. “The result is disap-
pointing,” he said glumly with Gladbach four
points above the bottom three after their
third straight home defeat. “We are where
we are - and rightly so.” Union Berlin fought
back for a 2-1 home win over Hoffenheim as
Andreas Voglsammer and Grischa Proemel
scored for the hosts after an own goal by
team-mate Timo Baumgartl. —AFP 
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COLOGNE: Bayern Munich’s Polish forward Robert Lewandowski (left) shoots
the ball during the German first division Bundesliga football match FC
Cologne vs Bayern Munich on January 15, 2022.  —AFP

‘Machine’ Lewandowski scores 300th
Bundesliga goal in Bayern romp

Juventus overwhelm 
COVID-hit Udinese 2-0
ROME: Paulo Dybala was on target as Juventus
beat COVID-hit Udinese 2-0 on Saturday and
appeared to send a message to the club over con-
tract talks, while Ciro Immobile leads the Serie A
scoring charts after his early double helped Lazio

to a 3-0 win at rock-bottom Salernitana. Argentina
forward Dybala swept home a classy finish from
Moise Kean’s lay-off to put Juve ahead in the 19th
minute of a largely drab contest at the Allianz
Stadium in Turin, but it was his reaction to the strike
which raised eyebrows. 

He did not celebrate his seventh Serie A goal of
the season and shot a stern look to the stand where
the Juve hierarchy was sitting, with observers sug-
gesting he was making clear his unhappiness about

the delay to the renewal of his contract. Dybala
explained the glare by saying he was looking “for a
friend who I’d invited to the game”. When asked by
Sky Sport Italia whether fans should believe him,
Dybala said: “I don’t know, that’s up to you.” The 28-
year-old’s current deal expires at the end of the sea-
son and he is waiting to sign an extension which
Italian media report should take his annual salary up
to eight million euros a season ($9.1 million), plus a
further two million euros of bonuses. —AFP


