
Sport
Established 1961 

MONDAY, JANUARY 17, 2022

LIVERPOOL: Liverpool’s English midfielder Alex Oxlade-Chamberlain (2nd left) heads the ball to scores his team’s second goal during the English Premier League football match between Liverpool and 
Brentford yesterday. — AFP 

Liverpool move up to second 
Benitez sacked as Everton manager; Harrison hat-trick fires Leeds 

LIVERPOOL: Liverpool kept their slim hopes of reel-
ing in Manchester City at the top of the Premier 
League alive by seeing off Brentford 3-0 at Anfield to 
move up to second in the table yesterday. Fabinho, Alex 
Oxlade-Chamberlain and Takumi Minamino scored the 
goals as the Reds coped without the absence of 
Mohamed Salah and Sadio Mane at the Africa Cup of 
Nations. Victory lifts Jurgen Klopp’s men to within 11 
points of the runaway leaders, but they also have a 
game in hand on City. 

Liverpool failed to take advantage of an extra man 
for over an hour as Thursday’s League semi-final, 
first leg against Arsenal ended 0-0, sparking fears of 
how they will cope for the rest of the month without 
two of their main sources of goals. But a Brentford 
side that have not won a league game away from 
home since early October never threatened to cause 
an upset. Klopp made just two changes from the 
Arsenal stalemate as Curtis Jones and Oxlade-
Chamberlain were recalled to add extra creativity 
and dynamism to the midfield. 

He was rewarded with a bright start as Diogo Jota 
headed over, Trent Alexander-Arnold flashed a shot 
just off target and Alvaro Fernandez made a brilliant 
save to deny Virgil van Dijk. However, the crowd were 
growing restless until Brentford allowed Alexander-
Arnold’s corner to bounce inside the area and Fabinho 
headed in at the back post. The Bees went toe-to-toe 

with Liverpool in a pulsating 3-3 draw when the sides 
last met in September. 

But the visitors only created one big chance to get 
back in the game when Bryan Mbuemo turned Joel 
Matip and shot inches wide. Jota hit the post and then 
should have scored when firing too close to Fernandez 
in a one-on-one. There was no doubt over the out-
come, though, once Oxlade-Chamberlain’s diving 
header turned Andy Robertson’s perfect cross into the 
bottom corner. Brentford were architects of their own 
downfall for the third goal as Fernandez’s pass out from 
the back was seized upon by Roberto Firmino and he 
teed up Minamino to slot home from close range. 

The home fans could relax for the final 15 minutes 
and pointedly took the chance to chant the name of 
former manager Rafael Benitez, who was sacked by 
rivals Everton yesterday. The Toffees are in danger of 
falling into a relegation battle after one win in 13 league 
games. Brentford, by contrast, still enjoy a 10-point 
cushion over the bottom three in their first season in 
the top-flight for 74 years but remain in 14th.  

 
Leeds beat West Ham 

Meanwhile, Jack Harrison hit a hat-trick as Leeds 
boosted their bid for Premier League survival with a 
3-2 win against West Ham yesterday. Harrison put 
Leeds ahead at the London Stadium and netted again 
after Jarrod Bowen’s equalizer. When Pablo Fornals 

hauled West Ham level in the second half, Harrison 
had an instant response as the midfielder completed 
his treble. Marcelo Bielsa’s side made it two succes-
sive league victories to climb nine points clear of the 
relegation zone. 

It was sweet revenge for Leeds, who were knocked 
out of the FA Cup in the third round at West Ham just a 
week ago. West Ham had won three consecutive 
league games and four in all competitions, but their bid 
to finish in the top four suffered a major setback thanks 
to Harrison. David Moyes’ team remain fourth, however 
they are now just two points ahead of Arsenal, who 
have two games in hand, while Tottenham are four 
points back with four games extra to play. 

Leeds had scored just eight goals in nine away 
league fixtures this season, but Bielsa’s men made a 
flying start and took the lead in the 10th minute. Adam 
Forshaw found Harrison in the West Ham area and he 
drilled a fine finish that gave Lukasz Fabianski no 
chance. Daniel James fired just over from 25 yards as 
Leeds looked to build on Harrison’s second league 
goal this term. 

Leeds’ ongoing injury crisis was underscored by the 
presence of 15-year-old Archie Gray on the bench. 
They suffered yet more fitness misery when Forshaw 
and Junior Firpo were both forced off with what looked 
like hamstring problems midway through the half. Craig 
Dawson should have taken advantage of Leeds’ latest 

enforced reshuffle, but the West Ham defender squan-
dered a golden opportunity, heading a corner wide 
from close-range. 

Leeds’ weakness at set-pieces was exposed in the 
34th minute as Bowen headed West Ham’s equaliser 
from another corner. But Harrison had the perfect 
response three minutes later. Luke Ayling headed the 
ball into Harrison’s path and he bundled home from 
close-range. West Ham equalized in the 52nd minute as 
Michail Antonio found Fornals, who got behind Ayling 
and guided a clinical finish past Illan Meslier. 

Benitez sacked  
In another development, Rafael Benitez was sacked 

as Everton manager yesterday after just 200 days in 
charge of the struggling Premier League club. Benitez 
was an unpopular appointment in June last year after 
his long spell with Everton’s Merseyside rivals 
Liverpool. The Spaniard paid the price for a dismal run 
of nine defeats in Everton’s last 13 league matches, cul-
minating in a 2-1 loss at lowly Norwich on Saturday. 

“Everton Football Club can confirm the departure of 
Rafael Benitez as first-team manager,” a club statement 
said. “Benitez, who joined Everton in June 2021, has left 
the club with immediate effect. “An update on a perma-
nent replacement will be made in due course.” Former 
Everton forward Wayne Rooney, currently impressing 
as manager of second tier Derby, is the bookmakers’ 
favorite to replace Benitez. — AFP 

LOS ANGELES: James Harden flirted with a triple-
double, scoring 27 points with 15 assists and eight 
rebounds as the Brooklyn Nets rolled over the New 
Orleans Pelicans 120-105 despite an injury to NBA 
leading scorer Kevin Durant. “The guys got to step up. 
It’s simple,” Harden said. “Obviously you know how 
great of a player KD is and what he brings to the table 
each and every night consistently. So, guys got to step 
up and fill that role and just continue to compete.” 

Durant was hurt with 5:44 left in the second quar-
ter of Saturday’s contest when he collided with team-
mate Bruce Brown. Durant grimaced from the con-
tact but stayed in the game for the next possession 
before calling a timeout and heading to the dressing 
room. Durant, the MVP of the NBA finals, is expect-
ed to have an MRI on Sunday to determine the 
extent of the damage. 

Before exiting, Durant — who entered Saturday 
averaging 29.7 points per game - scored 12 points in 
the first quarter to help the Nets compile a 32-22 lead. 
Coach Steve Nash said they are hoping that Durant 
won’t be forced to miss significant time. “Yeah, of 
course it will be tough to lose him,” Nash said. “You 
know no one wants to see that. We obviously hope for 
the best outcome. Regardless of the outcome, we have 
to continue to work, build and grow, and get better 
and compete.” 

Patty Mills added 21 points and Kessler Edwards 
chipped in 16 for the Nets, who never trailed in front 
of a crowd of 17,000 at Barclays Center. Brandon 
Ingram scored 22 points and Josh Hart had 14 points 
and 11 rebounds for the Pelicans, who had won two 
straight. In Milwaukee, Pascal Siakam posted his 
second career triple-double with 30 points, 10 
rebounds and 10 assists as the Toronto Raptors ral-
lied from 15 points down to beat the league champi-

on Milwaukee Bucks 103-96. 
“I just try to come out every night with just the 

same intensity and same energy,” Siakam said. 
“Tonight I think we all played well. We were flowing 
and moving the ball and just playing our brand of bas-
ketball.” The Raptors continued their move up the 
Eastern Conference standings by winning their sev-
enth game in the last 10 and their third straight against 
the Bucks this season.  

OG Anunoby scored 30 points, Fred VanVleet 
added 17 points, Chris Boucher had 15 for Toronto, 
who held the Bucks to a season low 33.8 percent 
shooting at Fiserv Forum. “We’re one of those teams I 
feel like can compete with anybody when we’re at our 
best,” said VanVleet. — AFP 

Harden powers Nets  
past Pelicans, Raptors  
rally to beat Bucks

NEW YORK: James Harden #13 of the Brooklyn 
Nets shoots against Brandon Ingram #14 of the 
New Orleans Pel icans during their  game at 
Barclays Center on January 15, 2022. — AFP 

LIMBE: Musa Barrow converted a 90th-minute 
penalty for Gambia to snatch a 1-1 draw against 
Mali with the matchday 2 result set to take both 
teams through to the second round of the Africa 
Cup of Nations. Mali went ahead after 79 minutes 
in Limbe when Ibrahima Kone scored from another 
penalty, both of which were awarded after the 
Moroccan referee watched replays on a VAR moni-
tor. The draw keeps Gambia and Mali level at the 
top of Group F with four points each. Pointless 
sides Tunisia and Mauritania meet later and a win 
for either country will bring them into contention.  

Group winners and runners-up after three 
matchdays qualify for the round of 16 along with 
the best four third-placed sides. Brighton midfield-
er Yves Bissouma, who came off the bench in a 
matchday 1 win over Tunisia, was promoted to the 

starting line-up by Mali coach Mohamed 
Magassouba.  The other Premier League player in 
the Mali team, Southampton winger Moussa 
Djenepo, retained his place as the west African 
nation sought a ninth win in 19 matches in all com-
petitions against Gambia. 

In 32 degrees Celsius early afternoon heat and 
75 percent humidity at the 20,000-seat Stade 
Omnisport it was no surprise that the match began 
at a slow pace. Mali were more impressive in the 
early exchanges with Bissouma firing a free-kick 
wide and Djenepo having a header saved by 
Modou Jobe, who plays in the South African sec-
ond division. After being on the back foot for 20 
minutes, Gambia were awarded a 35-metre free-
kick and Musa Barrow unleashed a thunderbolt that 
rattled the crossbar. — AFP 

Gambia snatch 1-1 draw against Mali

LIMBE: Gambia’s midfielder Musa Barrow (center) fights for the ball with Mali’s defender 
Boubakar Kiki Kouyate (right) during the Group F Africa Cup of Nations (CAN) 2021 football 
match between Gambia and Mali yesterday. — AFP 


