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News in brief

Kuwait COVID cases jump 
above 5,000 for first time

Cabinet cuts quarantine for arrivals to 7 days • Justice minister tests positive
By B Izzak  
 
KUWAIT: The Cabinet yesterday decided to cut the 
duration of home quarantine for vaccinated passen-
gers arriving in the country to seven days, which can 
be ended immediately after a negative PCR test, the 
Center for Government Communication said. The 
health ministry recently changed health protocols to 
deal with a new wave of the coronavirus pandemic, 
with the number of new cases reported yesterday 
crossing 5,000 for the first time. 

Arriving passengers had been required to under-

go home quarantine for 10 days, but it could be ter-
minated with a negative PCR test result three days 
after arrival. The new decision is effective from today. 
The ministry of justice said yesterday that Justice 
Minister Jamal Al-Jalawi tested positive for COVID-
19 and has isolated himself. He is carrying out his 
duties remotely, the ministry said in a statement.  

The health ministry has said people who contract 
COVID should isolate at home for seven days if fully 
vaccinated and 10 days if not, while people who 
come in contact with infected people should undergo 
home quarantine for 14 days. But vaccinated people 

can end the quarantine after seven days with a nega-
tive PCR test result. 

The ministry of health yesterday reported 5,147 
new cases, a record high, with one death. The num-
ber of patients in intensive care units rose to 33, 
while the number of patients in hospitals dropped 
slightly to 266. The infection rate also jumped to 16.2 
percent. The number of active cases rose to 43,356, 
but the number of recoveries also increased by 
almost 1,000 to 3,203 cases. 

Kuwait has been reporting record numbers of 
coronavirus cases for the past three weeks. The gov-

ernment last week ordered a reduction in the number 
of staff in the public sector to a maximum of 50 per-
cent and called on the private sector to also cut the 
number of employees in offices. It also cut the num-
ber of passengers on public transport to 50 percent. 

The government also decided to ban conferences, 
meetings and social events in a bid to counter the 
spread of the pandemic. Authorities have urged peo-
ple to defer travel plans unless necessary and banned 
people who had taken the second dose nine months 
ago from leaving the country before taking the third 
booster dose.

Baby dies of COVID in Qatar 
 
DOHA: A three-week-old baby has died as a 
result of severe infection from COVID-19 in 
Qatar, the health ministry said on Sunday. “The 
baby had no other known medical or hereditary 
conditions”, and was the second child to have 
died in the country since the pandemic began, 
the ministry said in a statement. Child deaths 
from COVID-19 are infrequent but health 
authorities in several countries have registered a 
rise in childhood infections since the spread of 
the Omicron variant. — AFP 

Iran diplomats back at OIC 
 
TEHRAN: Iranian envoys have returned to the 
Saudi-based OIC, in the first such diplomatic 
move since the two countries cut ties in 2016, the 
foreign ministry announced yesterday. “The del-
egation is now in Jeddah to start its work at the 
Organization of Islamic Cooperation,” Saeed 
Khatibzadeh said at his weekly news conference. 
He reiterated Iran’s position that Tehran is “ready 
to open its embassy” but that depends on what 
“practical steps” Saudi Arabia takes. — AFP 

Largest cut diamond on show 
 
DUBAI: The world’s largest known cut diamond 
went on public display for the first time yester-
day ahead of its sale, when it is expected to 
reach five million dollars. The Enigma, the name 
of the rare black carbanado diamond, was put 
on display in Dubai, in the United Arab Emirates. 
One of the most difficult substances to cut, the 
555.55-carat diamond has never been shown by 
its unnamed owner of the past 20 years, but 
experts turned it into a 55-face jewel. —AFP 

12 killed in Afghan quake 
 
HERAT: At least 12 people were killed after an 
earthquake hit western Afghanistan yesterday, 
an official said. The victims died when roofs of 
their residential houses collapsed in Qadis dis-
trict in the western province of Badghis, district 
governor Mohammad Saleh Purdel told AFP. The 
shallow quake was magnitude 5.3, according to 
the US Geological Survey. — AFP

“The Enigma”, a 555.55 carat black diamond, is 
displayed at Sotheby’s in Dubai. — AFP 

ABU DHABI: A picture shows a partial view of the Musaffah industrial district in the Emirati capital yester-
day, where three people were killed in a suspected Houthi drone attack that set off a blast and fire. — AFP 

ABU DHABI: A suspected drone attack killed three 
people in a fuel tank blast in Abu Dhabi yesterday, 
officials said, as Yemen’s Houthi rebels announced a 
“military operation” in the United Arab Emirates. 
Two Indians and a Pakistani died as three petrol 
tanks exploded near the storage facility of oil giant 
ADNOC, while a fire also ignited in a construction 
area at Abu Dhabi airport. 

Kuwait yesterday “strongly condemned” the 
attack by the Houthis, slamming the incident as an 
“act of cowardice”. The attack is a “deliberate 
attempt” by the Houthis to violate the basic princi-
ples of international laws and conventions, said a 
foreign ministry statement. Kuwait “firmly stands 
alongside” the UAE and backs all measures the Gulf 
Arab state takes to protect its security and stability, 
the statement highlighted.  

HH the Amir Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber 
Al-Sabah extended his condolences yesterday to 
the victims of the attack.  
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JERUSALEM: Palestinian men barricade themselves on the roof of a house as 
Zionist police prepare to evict a family from the building yesterday in Sheikh 
Jarrah district. —AFP 

JERUSALEM: Zionist police were in a 
standoff yesterday with a Palestinian 
man who carried a gas canister onto the 
roof of his home in a Jerusalem flash-
point district as his family faced evic-
tion. Zionist media reported that 
Mohammed Salhiya had threatened to 
set himself on fire if the eviction order 
from Sheikh Jarrah area of Zionist-
annexed east Jerusalem was carried out. 

Salhiya’s family has been facing an 
eviction threat since 2017, when the 
land where his home sits was allocated 
for school construction. Police and the 

Jerusalem municipality said in a joint 
statement delegates went to the home 
early yesterday to carry out an eviction 
order after the Salhiyas ignored “count-
less opportunities” to vacate the land as 
ordered. 

“We’ve been in this home since the 
1950s,” said Salhiya family member 
Abdallah Ikermawi from the roof of the 
home. “We don’t have anywhere to go,” 
he said in quotes provided by the 
Sheikh Jarrah Committee organization, 
adding that the family was made up of 
15 people, including children. 

An 11-day Gaza war between the 
Zionist entity and the Palestinians erupt-
ed last year, fueled by anger in Sheikh 
Jarrah where families battled eviction 
orders. Police said their “negotiators” 
were at the Salhiya home after several 
residents of the house “began to fortify  
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GENEVA: The COVID-19 crisis is continuing to hit 
jobs hard around the world, the United Nations said 
yesterday, warning it could take years for employment 
levels to reach pre-pandemic levels. In a new study, the 
UN’s International Labor Organization revised its pre-
vious forecast that the global employment market will 

make a nearly full recovery from the virus this year. 
Blaming the impacts of COVID variants like Delta 

and Omicron and uncertainty around how the pandem-
ic will evolve, it now projects a significant deficit in 
working hours in 2022 compared to before COVID-19 
emerged. “Global labor markets are recovering from 
the crisis much more slowly than we previously 
expected,” ILO chief Guy Ryder told reporters, warn-
ing that the outlook “remains fragile”. “We are already 
seeing potentially lasting damage to labor markets, 
along with concerning increases in poverty and 
inequality.” 

Yesterday’s report predicted that global working 
hours would be two percent below the numbers seen 

in 2019, leaving the world short of the equivalent of 
some 52 million jobs. Last May, the ILO predicted 
the working hour shortage would be just half that this 
year. At the same time, the global official unemploy-
ment rate remains significantly higher than before the 
pandemic hit. 

This year, 5.9 percent of workers globally, or some 
207 million people, are expected to be officially regis-
tered as jobless, which is better than in 2021 and espe-
cially 2020, but still up from 186 million in 2019. The 
ILO report said the global unemployment rate was 
projected to remain above the 5.4-percent rate seen 
before the crisis “until at least 2023”.  
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