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News in brief
Photo of the Day

KUWAIT: This picture taken by Kuwaiti astrophotographer Abdullah Al-Harbi (Instagram: @a_alharbi97) shows the Pleiades, also known as Messier 45, pictured 
from Kuwait. The Pleiades is located near the rear of Taurus the Bull and is considered by many as one of the most loved sky objects in the night sky. The main 
stars’ names are Alcyone, Asterope, Celaeno, Electra, Maia, Merope, and Taygeta, and they are veiled in misty nebulosity. 

Amir sends condolences 
 
KUWAIT: His Highness the Amir Sheikh Nawaf 
Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah sent cables of 
condolences to Japanese Emperor Naruhito and 
Prime Minister Fumio Kishida yesterday, over 
the death of former prime minister Toshiki Kaifu, 
remembering his prominent role in supporting 
Kuwait during the Iraqi Invasion. His Highness 
the Crown Prince Sheikh Mishal Al-Ahmad Al-
Jaber Al-Sabah and His Highness the Prime 
Minister Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Hamad Al-
Sabah also sent similar cables to Emperor 
Naruhito and Prime Minister Kishida.

Crown Prince receives ministers 
 
KUWAIT: His Highness the Crown Prince 
Sheikh Mishal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah 
received at Bayan Palace yesterday Deputy 
Prime Minister and Minister of Interior Sheikh 
Ahmad Mansour Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah and 
Undersecretary of Ministry of Interior Sheikh 
Faisal Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah. His 
Highness the Crown Prince also received 
Deputy Prime Minister, Minister of Oil, and 
Minister of Electricity, Water and Renewable 
Energy Dr Mohammad Al-Fares.

Super Cup postponed 
 
KUWAIT: Kuwait’s Super Cup game that was 
scheduled between Al-Arabi SC and Kuwait SC 
yesterday was postponed as some players were 
infected with Covid-19, the Kuwait Football 
Association (KFA) said. The safety of players and 
the participants in organizing the game tops any-
thing else, Salem Sadoun, KFA’s member of board, 
said in a statement, adding that another date will 
be set later. Earlier, Al-Arabi announced on Twitter 
that 10 of its players, in addition to some technical 
and administrative officials, were infected with the 
COVID-19. Meanwhile, some sources at the 
Kuwait SC said that two players tested positive for 
coronavirus. 

KUWAIT: The Kuwaiti National 
Assembly is set to convene a session 
today, mainly to consider an interpella-
tion request lodged by MP Hamdan Al-
Azmi against Deputy Prime Minister and 
Minister of Defense Sheikh Hamad Jaber 
Al-Ali Al-Sabah. The session, which also 
continues tomorrow, will discuss many 
committee reports and the recent speech 
delivered by His Highness the Amir. The 
grilling against the defense minister is at 
the top of the agenda of the parliamen-
tary debate. The query is primarily 
based on five aspects encompassing 
“enrollment of women in army”, “ignor-
ing State Audit Bureau’s remarks on a 
Eurofighter deal”, “failing to cooperate 
with regulatory agencies or replying 
parliamentary queries”, “failing to safe-
guard state-owned lands”, and “non-
compliance with cabinet decrees on 
recruitments”. MP Azmi submitted his 
interpellation request against the deputy 
prime minister and defense minister dur-

ing a parliament session held on January 
4th. However, the defense minister, at the 
end of the parliament debate, defied that 
he was absolutely ready to refute all the 
aspects of the grilling motion. 

National Assembly Speaker Marzouq 
Al-Ghanem said last week that he has 
received a query request from MP 
Hisham Al-Saleh against Health Minister 
Sheikh Dr Basel Al-Sabah. Article 100 of 
the Kuwaiti Constitution allows members 
of parliament to file an interrogation 
request against the prime minister and 
cabinet ministers about affairs related to 
their duties and responsibilities. MPs will 
then move to look into the Amiri Address 
given during the second ordinary session 
of the current legislative term, together 
with the government work plan over five 
years. They will also discuss a bevy of 
reports compiled by different parliament 
committees on draft laws, bills and over-
tures, which are primarily pertinent to 
the country’s domestic affairs. — KUNA

MPs poised to look into grilling 
motion against Defense Minister

KUWAIT: A general view of parliament members during a National Assembly session last week.  — Photo by Yasser Al-Zayyat
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In a cable he sent to UAE President Sheikh 

Khalifa bin Zayed Al-Nayhan, HH the Amir under-
lined his country’s unwavering support for all 
measures Abu Dhabi takes to protect its security 
and stability, slamming the attack believed to be 
caused by a Houthi drone as a “terrorist act” that 
contravenes humanitarian principles. HH the Crown 
Prince Sheikh Mishal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah 
and HH the Prime Minister Sheikh Sabah Khaled 
Al-Hamad Al-Sabah sent similar cables to the UAE 
president. 

Yemen’s Iran-backed Houthi rebels announced a 
“military operation” in the UAE, a partner in 
Yemen’s pro-government coalition, in what would 
be a major escalation in the seven-year war. Police 
said “small flying objects” were found at both 
places, suggesting the sort of deliberate attack that 
is almost unheard of in the wealthy UAE, a 
renowned safe haven in the volatile Middle East. 

“Preliminary investigations indicate the detection 
of small flying objects, possibly belonging to 
drones, that fell in the two areas and may have 
caused the explosion and fire,” police said in a 
statement, adding that the incidents were under 

investigation. Although the UAE gave few details 
about the incidents or the alleged perpetrators, 
neighboring Saudi Arabia and Gulf ally Bahrain both 
labelled them “terrorist” attacks. 

Houthi military spokesman Yahya Saree tweeted 
that the rebels’ armed forces would “announce an 
important military operation in the UAE in the com-
ing hours”. And while there was no formal claim of 
responsibility, Abdul Ilah Hajar, adviser to the presi-
dent of the Houthis’ Supreme Political Council in 
Sanaa, said it was a warning shot from the rebels. 
“We sent them a clear warning message by hitting 
places that are not of great strategic importance,” 
he told AFP. “But it is a warning if the UAE contin-
ues its hostility to Yemen, it will not be able in the 
future to withstand the coming strikes.” 

Drone attacks are a hallmark of the Houthis’ 
assaults on Saudi Arabia, the UAE ally which is 
leading the coalition fighting for Yemen’s govern-
ment in a grinding civil war. The rebels have previ-
ously threatened to target Abu Dhabi and Dubai, 
the gleaming crown jewels of the UAE which last 
year opened its first nuclear power plant. 

Saudi Arabia’s foreign ministry condemned “in 
the strongest terms the cowardly terrorist attack” 
while Bahrain also slammed the “terrorist Houthi 
militia’s launch of a number of booby-trapped 
drones”. The incident follows a surge in fighting in 
Yemen and comes two weeks after the rebels 
seized a UAE-flagged ship, the Rwabee, and 
released footage purporting to show military 
equipment on board. —AFP 

Houthi strike kills 
3 in UAE; Kuwait...
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themselves with a gas canister and other flammable 

material”. Witnesses told AFP that clashes between 
security forces and locals erupted after the police 
arrived but later eased. Hundreds of Palestinians are 
facing evictions from their homes in Sheikh Jarrah and 
other east Jerusalem neighborhoods. Circumstances 
surrounding the evictions threats vary. In some cases, 
Jewish Zionists have mounted legal challenges to claim 
the land they say was illegally taken during the war that 
coincided with the Zionist entity’s founding in 1948. 

Palestinians have rejected these claims, saying their 

homes were legally purchased from Jordanian authori-
ties who controlled east Jerusalem between 1948 and 
1967. Seven Palestinian families in Sheikh Jarrah have 
taken their legal challenges against their eviction 
threats to the Zionist entity’s Supreme Court. The 
Salhiyas are not in that group. 

Jerusalem City councilor Laura Wharton, who was 
at the scene and due to meet the Salhiya family later 
yesterday, criticized the municipality’s actions. “They 
could have built the schools in the same plot without 
moving the families. There is plenty of space,” she said. 
“The sad thing is this is the municipality itself doing 
this, it’s not some rightwing settlers.” 

The Zionist entity captured east Jerusalem in the 
1967 Six-Day War and later annexed it, in a move not 
recognized by the international community. More than 
200,000 Zionist settlers have since moved into the 
area, fueling tensions with Palestinians, who claim east 
Jerusalem as the capital of their future state. — AFP  

Standoff over 
eviction in...

Continued from Page 1 
 
And it cautioned that the overall impact on 

employment is significantly greater than what these 
figures would imply, since many people have left the 
labor force altogether. 

In 2022, the global labor force participation rate 
is projected to remain 1.2 percentage points below 
the level three years ago, it said. That corresponds 
to a deficit of some 40 million workers worldwide, 
ILO said. Ryder warned that the pandemic had 
already “weakened the economic, financial and 
social fabric in almost every country, regardless of 
development status”. 

At the same time, the ILO pointed out that differ-
ences in vaccine access and in economic recovery 
measures meant the crisis was impacting groups of 
workers and countries in vastly different ways. 
Unsurprisingly perhaps, the report said labor markets 
in higher-income countries appeared to be recover-
ing faster, although some were now beginning to face 
problems related to labor shortages, Ryder said. 

Numerous factors appear to be driving the so-

called “Great Resignation” seen in some countries, 
Ryder said, adding that the crisis clearly “has led a 
significant number of people in the workforce to 
reconsider the employment that they have”. Shifts in 
the way we work meanwhile seem to be deepening 
various forms of inequality, including exacerbating 
gender inequity, according to the report. 

It has been clear from the start that the pandemic 
was disproportionately impacting women, who have 
taken on the lion’s share of the additional care work, 
and also more often work in hard-hit sectors, like 
services and travel. But Ryder cautioned the impact 
could last well after the pandemic ends. “There are 
concerns that the long-COVID effect on gender at 
work would be a negative one,” he said. 

Changes like the move towards greater reliance 
on informal self-employment, the rise in remote 
work and shifting trends in temporary work, “all risk 
impairing the quality of working conditions”, the 
report said. Ryder insisted that only a “broad-based 
labor market recovery” would allow the world to 
truly recover from the pandemic.  

“To be sustainable, this recovery must be based 
on the principles of decent work - including health 
and safety, equity, social protection and social dia-
logue,” he said. The ILO chief cautioned that “with-
out concerted and effective international and 
domestic policies, it is likely that in many countries 
it will take years to repair this damage.”  — AFP

Pandemic still 
taking heavy...

GENEVA: Moderna aims to roll out a combined COVID-
flu-RSV booster vaccine in late 2023, the US pharmaceu-
tical firm said yesterday, hoping a joint jab would encour-
age people to get an annual shot. The single vaccine for 
COVID-19, influenza and respiratory syncytial virus - a 
common virus that causes the cold, but can be more seri-
ous for infants and elderly people - could appear on the 
market before 2024.  

“Best-case scenario will be the fall of ‘23,” Moderna 
chief executive Stephane Bancel told a virtual World 
Economic Forum roundtable session. “I don’t think it 
would happen in every country, but we believe it’s possi-
ble to happen in some countries next year. “Our goal is to 
be able to have a single annual booster so that we don’t 
have compliance issues where people don’t want to get 

two to three shots a winter, but to get one dose.” 
Bancel said the RSV program was in Phase III trials - 

the final stage of human testing - while the flu program 
should be entering Phase III in the second quarter of this 
year. Moderna’s experimental flu shot, targeting four 
major strains, is based on the same mRNA method used in 
its COVID-19 jabs. The technology provokes an immune 
response by delivering genetic molecules containing the 
code for key parts of a pathogen into human cells. 

While Moderna’s COVID-19 vaccine was based on the 
original strain of the virus, it was working on finishing an 
Omicron-specific jab within weeks, ahead of trials, said 
Bancel. “We’re hoping in the March timeframe we should 
be able to have data to share with regulators to figure out 
the next step forward.” 

Beyond a vaccine specific to Omicron - which is rap-
idly becoming the world’s dominant strain - laboratories 
are also pursuing a vaccine that works against all current 
and future COVID-19 mutations. “There’s some private 
sector partners that are pursuing it,” said Richard 
Hatchett, chief executive of the Coalition for Epidemic 
Preparedness Innovations, which funds vaccine research 
and development. — AFP 

Moderna: COVID-flu 
joint booster jab 
possible by late 2023


