
MOSCOW:  The Kremlin’s most prominent critic
Alexei Navalny said yesterday he did not regret
returning to Russia a year ago, despite his jailing
and a historic crackdown on the opposition.
Navalny was detained in a Moscow airport on his
return to Russia from Germany on January 17 last
year, ushering in a months-long crackdown that has
seen his most prominent allies imprisoned or exiled.

“I don’t regret it for a second,” Navalny wrote in
a post on Instagram from a penal colony outside
Moscow. “Having served
my first year in prison, I
want to tell everyone
exactly what I shouted to
those gathered outside
the court when a convoy
led me to a police van:
Don’t be afraid of any-
thing,” Navalny added.

“This is our country
and we have no other.”
Navalny’s August 2020
poisoning with the Soviet-
designed nerve agent Novichok and his subsequent
arrest sparked widespread condemnation abroad as
well as sanctions from Western capitals. Moscow
has refused to open an investigation into the
attempt on his life, claiming there is insufficient evi-
dence to open a probe and blaming Berlin for not
cooperating. On his return to Russia Navalny was
jailed for more than two years on old fraud charges
he says are politically motivated.

Aides labelled ‘terrorists’ 
Ahead of the anniversary of his arrest, Russia last

week added two of the opposition leader’s closest
aides to a list of “terrorists and extremists”. Ivan
Zhdanov, 33, led Navalny’s Anti-Corruption
Foundation, which produced hugely popular video
probes accusing the authorities of systemic graft,
while 41-year-old Leonid Volkov headed Navalny’s
network of regional offices.

Both of those organisations were banned by
Russian courts and shuttered by staff fearing prose-
cution. last month, investigators questioned several

former regional Navalny
coordinators, including
Ksenia Fadeyeva, who is
also a local lawmaker in
the Siberian city of Tomsk.

Allies say she is facing
up to 12 years in prison for
working with an extremist
organisation. Investigators
last year launched a new
extremism probe against
Navalny that could see the
opposition leader spend

up to 10 more years in jail.
The European Parliament last year awarded

Navalny the Sakharov Prize for Freedom of Thought
after he was nominated, but passed over, for the
Nobel Peace Prize. Ramping up a historic crack-
down on critical voices in Russia, authorities have
designated dozens of rights groups, media outlets,
journalists and anti-Kremlin figures “foreign
agents”.

In December, courts ordered the shutdown of the
country’s most prominent rights group, Memorial.
The group chronicled Stalin-era purges and cam-

paigned for the rights of political prisoners,
migrants and other disadvantaged groups.

A court yesterday turned down two appeals
Navalny had brought against authorities over his
treatment in the penal colony. Navalny appeared in
court via video link, sitting behind bars in a prison

uniform before the Petushki district court in the
Vladimir region where he is being held.

The cases heard yesterday concerned his
prison salary and his designation as a flight risk,
the independent Russian television channel Dozhd
reported. —AFP
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A year after arrest, Navalny says 
no ‘regret’ about return to Russia

MOSCOW: File photo shows Russian opposition leader Alexei Navalny standing inside a glass cell during a
court hearing at the Babushkinsky district court in Moscow. Jailed Kremlin critic Alexey Navalny appeared
in court via videolink yesterday, on the day marking one year since he was taken into custody at a Moscow
airport.  —AFP

Pioneering Tuskegee 
Airman Charles 
McGee dies at 102
NEW YORK: US war pilot Charles McGee, who
faced military segregation as he became a leg-
endary member of the all-Black flying force known
as the Tuskegee Airmen, died Sunday at age 102,
officials said.

“Today, we lost an American hero,” Secretary of
Defense Lloyd Austin-himself a barrier-breaker as
the first African American to lead the Pentagon-said
on Twitter about the aviator who was one of the last
surviving members of the famed unit.

“While I am saddened by his loss, I’m also
incredibly grateful for his sacrifice, his legacy, and
his character,” Austin added. “Rest in peace,
General.” McGee served in World War II as well as
the conflicts in Korea and Vietnam, flying more than
400 missions in total.

During World War II, American units and training
were segregated by race, as were military facilities.
In 1941 Congress ordered the Army Air Corps to
launch an all-Black combat unit, and the training of

Black men to become pilots and mechanics began at
a new air base in Tuskegee, Alabama. McGee
decades later expressed pride at the unit’s achieve-
ments-and how it helped pave the way for full inte-
gration in the US military.

“Don’t let circumstances be an excuse for not
achieving,” said on American History TV. “We could
have bowed our heads and said ‘They called me
names, they don’t like me, said I can’t do something,’
and gone off and not serve the country. But what
would that have accomplished?”

The Tuskegee Airmen’s performance, he said,
“helped bring about a change to the country.”
McGee enlisted in the military the day after his
wedding, according to US Vice President Kamala
Harris, who said Sunday that she spoke by phone to
the retired airman last month to mark his 102nd
birthday and “to thank him for his service to our
nation.”

McGee was among the surviving members of the
unit who were awarded the Congressional Gold
Medal, the nation’s highest civilian award, in 2007,
recognizing their “unique military record that
inspired revolutionary reform in the Armed Forces.”

In 2020, then-president Donald Trump invited
McGee to the State of the Union address where the
airman received a standing ovation. Trump promot-
ed McGee to the rank of brigadier general. —AFP

Texas hostage-taker 
named as British 
citizen, 2 arrested
TEXAS: The man who held four people hostage at a
Texas synagogue was identified by US authorities as a
British citizen Sunday, while UK police later arrested
two teens over an attack that President Joe Biden
called an “act of terror.” The captor, who died in the
10-hour siege in the small town of Colleyville on
Saturday, was named by the FBI as 44-year-old Malik
Faisal Akram. Hours later, Britain’s counter-terrorism
police arrested two people and were questioning them
in connection with the incident.

“Two teenagers were detained in South Manchester
this evening. They remain in custody,” the Greater
Manchester Police said in a statement. The FBI’s field
office in Dallas had earlier said there was “no indication”
that anyone else was involved in the attack on the
Congregation Beth Israel synagogue. The four hostages
— including a respected local rabbi, Charlie Cytron-
Walker — were all freed unharmed Saturday night,
prompting relief in the United States, where the Jewish
community and Biden renewed calls to fight anti-
Semitism. “There is no question that this was a traumatic
experience,” Cytron-Walker said in a statement Sunday.

“We are resilient and we will recover,” he added. A
man identifying himself as Akram’s brother Gulbar said
in a Facebook post that the suspect had suffered from
mental health problems. “We would like to say that we
as a family do not condone any of his actions and
would like to sincerely apologize wholeheartedly to all
the victims involved in the unfortunate incident,”
Gulbar said in the post to a Muslim community

Facebook page in Blackburn, in northwest England —
where British police said Akram was from.

Biden declined to speculate on the motive but
appeared to confirm reports that the hostage-taker
was seeking the release of convicted terrorist Aafia
Siddiqui, a Pakistani neuroscientist known as “Lady Al-
Qaeda.” “This was an act of terror” committed by an
assailant who apparently “insisted on the release of
someone who’s been in prison for over 10 years,” Biden
told reporters during a visit to a hunger relief organiza-
tion in Philadelphia.

Britain’s foreign minister Liz Truss likewise Sunday

condemned the hostage-taking as an “act of terrorism
and anti-Semitism.” Siddiqui, the first woman to be sus-
pected by the United States of links to Al-Qaeda and a
cause celebre in Pakistan and in South Asian jihadist
circles, was detained in Afghanistan in 2008.

Two years later she was sentenced by a New York
court to 86 years in prison for the attempted murder of
US officers in Afghanistan. She is being held at a prison
in Fort Worth, Texas — about 20 miles (32 kilometers)
from the synagogue which Akram attacked. Siddiqui’s
lawyer has said she “has absolutely no involvement” in
the hostage situation and condemned it. —AFP

‘Hotel Rwanda’ hero
boycotts court
KIGALI: The hero of “Hotel Rwanda” failed to
appear in a Kigali court yesterday as state prosecu-
tors sought to increase his sentence on terrorism
charges from 25 years to life. A judge adjourned pro-
ceedings until today after Paul Rusesabagina, an out-
spoken government critic whose actions during the
1994 genocide in Rwanda inspired the Hollywood
blockbuster film, refused to attend the hearing.

Rusesabagina, 67, and 20 co-defendants were
convicted and sentenced in September for backing an
armed rebel group in a trial that rights groups and his
supporters had branded a sham. But prosecutors
sought a life sentence and filed an appeal, considering
the punishment too lenient for the former hotel man-
ager, who used his international profile to rail against
Rwandan President Paul Kagame.

His co-accused all appeared in court yesterday
clad in the pink uniforms worn by Rwandan prisoners.
One of their lawyers, Jean Rugeyo, argued that pro-
cedures had been incorrectly followed and the hear-
ing should be adjourned for all the defendants.

“This is why we request that today’s appeal hear-
ing is suspended until Paul Rusesabagina is formally
notified in a way that follows the law,” he said.

But state prosecutor Bonaventure Ruberwa
argued that Rusesabagina-who has been held behind
bars since his arrest in August 2020 — had been law-
fully summoned to appear in court.

“He intentionally refused to sign the letter and also
refused to attend the hearing. This should not delay
the hearing,” he said. Judge Francois Regis
Rukundakuvuga said a decision would be made
today about whether to proceed with the appeal in
Rusesabagina’s absence.

‘Not a legal process’ 
His family said last week that Rusesabagina would

not participate “in a staged appeal of a political pris-
oner” and urged the international community to pres-
sure Rwanda to free their father.

“It continues to show that this is not a legal
process, but rather an ongoing political process to
embarrass and defame a human rights critic of the
regime,” the family said in a statement on Friday.

Rusesabagina became the most famous Rwandan
internationally after American actor Don Cheadle
dramatised his deeds during the genocide in the 2004
hit film “Hotel Rwanda”.

But he later used his fame to denounce rebel
leader turned president Kagame as a dictator, and left
Rwanda in 1996, living in Belgium and then the United
States.

Both countries have both voiced concern that
Rusesabagina had been denied a fair trial, and his
family insists their ailing father has been mistreated in
prison and denied proper legal services.

He was arrested when a plane he believed was
bound for Burundi landed instead in Kigali in an inci-
dent his family has described as a kidnapping. —AFP
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BETHESDA, Maryland: File photo of eighty-nine year-
old Charles McGee, US Air Force Retired Colonel, one
of the famed Tuskegee Airmen, sits with some of his
US Air Force medals and duty ribbons at his home in
Bethesda, Maryland. —AFP

I don’t regret
it for a second

BLACKBURN, United Kingdom: Rows of terraced houses are pictured on a residential street in
Blackburn, north west England yesterday. The man who held four people hostage at a Texas synagogue
was identified by US authorities as a British citizen. —AFP

Millions hunker 
down as storm 
hits eastern US
WASHINGTON: Millions of Americans
hunkered down as a major winter storm hit
the eastern United States with heavy snow
and ice knocking power out for an estimat-
ed 190,000 customers as of early yester-
day. The National Weather Service (NWS)

said the storm was bringing a miserable
combination of heavy snow, freezing rain
and high winds, impacting the southeast
and coastal mid-Atlantic before moving up
to New England and southern Canada.

A swath from the upper Ohio Valley
north to the lower Great Lakes region could
expect more than a foot (30 centimeters) of
snow yesterday, it warned. “Heavy snow
and ice accumulations are likely to produce
hazardous travel, downed trees, and power
outages through yesterday for portions of
the eastern US,” it said.

In all, more than 80 million people fell

under the winter weather alerts, US media
reported. About 190,000 customers were
without power early Monday, according to
the website PowerOutage, US. The storm
spawned damaging tornadoes in Florida
and flooding in coastal areas, while in the
Carolinas and up through the Appalachians
icy conditions and blustery winds raised
concerns.

Transport was seriously disrupted, with
thousands of flights canceled, and a portion
of busy interstate highway I-95 closed in
North Carolina. More than 3,000 flights
within, into or out of the United States were

canceled Sunday. Charlotte Douglas
International Airport in North Carolina was
the worst-affected with 1,200 flights, or
more than 90 percent of its scheduled serv-
ices, canceled, according to the FlightAware
website. A further 1,200 flights nationwide
had been canceled early yesterday.

State of emergency 
Drivers were warned of hazardous road

conditions and major travel headaches from
Arkansas in the south all the way up to
Maine, on the Canadian border. Georgia
Governor Brian Kemp had declared a state

of emergency on Friday, and snowplows
were at work before noon Sunday to clear
the roads.

Virginia and North Carolina also
declared states of emergency. More than 15
inches of snow had fallen in parts of North
Carolina by late Sunday night, the NWS
tweeted, with areas of Georgia and
Tennessee also seeing 10-11 inches. Virginia
State Police said on Twitter they had
responded to almost 1,000 crashes and dis-
abled vehicles on Sunday. “Mostly vehicle
damage. No reported traffic deaths,” the
force said. —AFP 


