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News in brief

MPs call to resolve housing 
problem, create more jobs

Seven MPs renew confidence in defense minister
By B Izzak 
 
KUWAIT: During the National Assembly session 
yesterday, MPs called on the government to take 
extra measures to resolve the decades-old housing 
crisis, and pay greater attention to improving educa-
tion and health services. During their debate of the 
Amiri Address, delivered by the prime minister at the 
current term’s opening session in October, the law-
makers also called on authorities to create more jobs 
for Kuwaiti graduates by replacing expats. They also 
expressed strong rejection of reported government 
plans to impose taxes and charges. 

Opposition MP Saifi Al-Saifi said he has submit-
ted a motion to hold a special session to debate a 
draft law that will allow courts to handle cases relat-
ed to Kuwaiti citizenship, currently considered a sov-
ereign issue that courts are banned from hearing. MP 
Fares Al-Otaibi asked the finance minister why the 
ministry is delaying the implementation of a law to 
transfer Kuwait Airways into a commercial company. 

MP Osama Al-Munawer claimed the government 
is intentionally exhausting assets in the state reserve 
fund through financing arms deals and foreign aid 
with the aim to impose financial burdens on citizens. 
He asked the finance minister why the ministry is not 
transferring profits of state-owned companies to the 
state reserve fund. The next Assembly session will be 
held on Jan 26 to vote on the no-confidence motion 

against the defense minister. The next regular session 
is after two weeks. 

Meanwhile, seven lawmakers said yesterday they 
will vote in support of Defense Minister Sheikh 
Hamad Jaber Al-Ali Al-Sabah, who is facing a no-
confidence vote next week filed by 10 opposition 
MPs. Six of the seven MPs were until recently among 
the opposition group which enjoyed a strength of 31 
lawmakers in the 50-seat National Assembly. They 
include MPs Obaid Al-Wasmi, Bader Al-Humaidi, 
Farz Al-Mutairi, Fayez Al-Jamhour, Saud Al-Mutairi 
and Musaed Al-Mutairi. The seventh is pro-govern-
ment MP Abdullah Al-Turaiji. 

The declaration means that the chances of the 
opposition to unseat the defense minister have become 
too slim and the no-confidence motion is expected to 
falter. This is because around another 15 pro-govern-
ment MPs are expected to back the minister.  

The motion was filed on Tuesday following a 
grilling by MP Hamdan Al-Azemi, who accused the 
minister of violating Kuwait’s traditions by allow-
ing women to join the military and for failing to 
take proper actions against suspected corruption 
in the multibillion-dollar deal to purchase 28 
Eurofighter warplanes. The minister denied the 
charges in the grilling. The opposition needs the 
support of at least 24 MPs to vote the minister out 
of office, but with today’s declaration, that possi-
bility looks highly unlikely.

KUWAIT: National Assembly Speaker Marzouq Al-Ghanem bangs the gavel during a parliamentary 
session yesterday. — AFP 

Saudi to jail rumormongers  
 
RIYADH: Saudi Arabia has warned that spread-
ing “rumors” is a crime punishable by up to five 
years in jail, after sexual harassment claims cir-
culated widely on social media. “Publishing or 
contributing in any way to rumors and lies via 
social media on matters affecting public order is 
a serious crime,” said a statement from the pub-
lic prosecutor’s office. It also warned of fines of 
up to $800,000. — AFP

2021 among 7 hottest years 
 
GENEVA: The past seven years have been the 
hottest on record, the United Nations con-
firmed yesterday, adding that 2021 tempera-
tures remained high despite the cooling effect 
of the La Nina weather phenomenon. “The 
warmest seven years have all been since 2015,” 
the UN’s World Meteorological Organization 
said in a statement. — AFP 

US to distribute 400m masks 
 
WASHINGTON: US President Joe Biden’s 
administration announced yesterday it will dis-
tribute some 400 million high-quality N95 
masks for free to Americans as part of its effort 
to rein in the coronavirus pandemic. The masks 
will be made available beginning next week at 
tens of thousands of distribution points nation-
wide, particularly pharmacies and community 
health centers. — AFP 

World’s oldest man dies 
 
NEW YORK: The world’s oldest man, 
Spaniard Saturnino de la Fuente Garcia, has 
died at the age of 112 years and 341 days, the 
Guinness World Records said yesterday. He 
had been declared the oldest living man in the 
world when he turned 112 years and 211 days 
old, the London-based organization said, and 
had been due to celebrate his 113th birthday 
next month. — AFP (See Page 12) 

JERUSALEM: A man on crutches holds pictures on the ruins of the 
Palestinian Salhiya family house demolished by Zionist forces in the 
Sheikh Jarrah neighborhood yesterday. — AFP 

JERUSALEM: Zionist police demol-
ished the home of a Palestinian family 
and arrested at least 18 people as they 
carried out a controversial eviction 
order in the sensitive east Jerusalem 
neighborhood of Sheikh Jarrah early 
yesterday. The looming eviction of 
other families from Sheikh Jarrah in 
May last year partly fueled an 11-day 
war between the Zionist entity and 
armed Palestinian factions in Gaza. 

Before dawn, Zionist officers went 
to the home of the Salhiya family, who 
were first served with an eviction 

notice in 2017, after courts ruled the 
house had been built i l legally. 
Jerusalem authorities have said the 
land will be used to build a school for 
children with special needs, but the 
eviction may raise tension in a neigh-
borhood that has become a symbol of 
Palestinian opposition to Zionist 
occupation. 

Zionist police said they had “com-
pleted the execution of an eviction 
order of illegal buildings built on 
grounds designated for a school for 
children with special needs”. 
“Members of the family living in the 
illegal buildings were given countless 
opportunities to hand over the land 
with consent,” a police statement said. 

A bulldozer raked through rubble 
hours after the home was destroyed. A 
police spokesman told AFP 18 family 
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NEW YORK: New York Attorney General 
Letitia James said her investigation into the 
Trump family’s business dealings had uncovered 
evidence suggesting the fraudulent valuing of 
multiple assets and misrepresentation of those 
values for economic benefit. In a court filing late 
Tuesday, James said as the beneficial owner of 
the Trump Organization, former president 
Donald Trump “had ultimate authority over a 
wide swath of conduct by the Trump 
Organization involving misstatements to coun-
terparties, including financial institutions, and the 
Internal Revenue Service.” 

James is seeking to question Trump and his 
two eldest children, Donald Trump, Jr, and Ivanka 
Trump, as part of her years-long civil probe. In 
her filing Tuesday, the attorney general said the 
trio should be compelled to testify. “Until January 
2017, Ms. Trump was a primary contact for the  
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DOHA: Qatar World Cup ticket 
sales were launched at reduced 
prices yesterday, with residents 
and migrant workers able to attend 
games for just $11 as concerns per-
sist over COVID-19. Authorities 
have not yet announced how many 
fans will be allowed into stadiums 
for the first World Cup in an Arab 
country, which runs from Nov 21 
until Dec 18. 

Football’s world governing body 
FIFA opened a draw which offers 
individual match tickets for as little 
as $69 for international fans - 
about one third less than at Russia 
2018 - but a ticket for the final 
could cost up to $1,607. Qatari 
residents, including migrant labor-
ers whose treatment has been a 
source of controversy for the 

organizers, will be able to get tick-
ets for as little as $11. 

Fans who apply now for the dif-
ferent packages - for individual 
games or following a team, or for 
special stadium tickets - will go 
into a draw after the first deadline 
on Feb 8. FIFA said fans who are 
successful in a random draw will be 
told by March 8. Qatar has spent 
billions of dollars preparing for the 

first winter World Cup and FIFA is 
staking a lot of its prestige in mak-
ing sure it goes smoothly. 

Seven stadiums have been pur-
pose-built and one refurbished, but 
as there will not be enough hotels 
some fans may have to stay on 
cruise ships for the event. “This is a 
FIFA World Cup for Qatar, the 
region and the world, and the 
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DOHA: Photo taken on Oct 22, 2021 shows a view of the Al-Thumama 
Stadium in the Qatari capital. — AFP  


