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 members and supporters were arrested for “vio-

lating a court order, violent fortification and dis-
turbing public order,” but no clashes took place 
during the eviction. 

When police arrived to carry out the order on 
Monday, Salhiya family members went up to the 
building’s roof with gas canisters, threatening to set 
the contents and themselves alight if they were 
forced out of their home. Police had eventually 
backed off, but returned early yesterday amid heavy 
rainfall in Jerusalem. 

Salhiya family lawyer Walid Abu-Tayeh told AFP 
the police had “illegally” arrested 20 people during 
the operation, six of them Zionist citizens, with the 
latter being released, adding that “the Arab 
detainees were assaulted”. The authorities “want to 
liquidate the (Palestinian) population” of Jerusalem, 
he said. 

Abu-Tayeh also confirmed reports that the 
Palestinian father Mahmud Salhiya is married to a 
Jew named Meital. In an audio recording distributed 
to local Arab-language media, Meital, who speaks 
Arabic, said the family was woken early yesterday 
by the sound of loud booms and police had cut the 
electricity. “They took me out of the house with my 
daughter and children who were crying, and arrest-

ed my husband and all the young men,” she said. 
Hamas, the Islamist movement that rules the Gaza 

Strip, blasted the demolition as a Zionist act of 
“aggression”. The Palestinian Authority, based in the 
occupied West Bank, called it a “crime”, as part of 
the Zionist entity’s move to “Israelize” Jerusalem. 

Human Rights Watch (Zionist entity) and 
Palestine director Omar Shakir labelled “the forcible 
expulsion of the Salhiyeh family” as “war crimes”. 
He noted that the family had previously been forced 
from their west Jerusalem home during the Zionist 
entity’s creation in 1948, and yesterday’s eviction 
made them “two-time refugees”. 

Hundreds of Palestinians face eviction from 
homes in Sheikh Jarrah and other east Jerusalem 
neighborhoods. Circumstances surrounding the 
eviction threats vary. In some cases, Jewish Zionists 
have lodged legal claims to plots they say were ille-
gally taken during the war that accompanied the 
Zionist entity’s creation in 1948. 

Zionist law allows Jewish Zionists to file such 
claims, but no equivalent law exists for Palestinians 
who lost land during the conflict. Palestinians facing 
eviction say their homes were legally purchased 
from Jordanian authorities who controlled east 
Jerusalem between 1948 and 1967. 

The Zionist entity captured east Jerusalem in the 
Six-Day War of 1967 and later annexed it, in a move 
not recognized by the international community. 
More than 200,000 Jewish settlers have since 
moved into the city’s eastern sector, fueling tensions 
with Palestinians, who claim it as the capital of their 
future state. — AFP 
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Trump Organization’s largest lender, Deutsche 

Bank. In connection with this work, Ms. Trump 
caused misleading financial statements to be sub-
mitted to Deutsche Bank and the federal govern-
ment,” the court document says. 

It added that “Since 2017, Donald Trump, Jr. has 
had authority over numerous financial statements 
containing misleading asset valuations.” The court 
filing gave a detailed accounting of the alleged 
fraudulent valuations and misrepresentations of 
those values to financial institutions. They included 
claiming Trump’s penthouse in Manhattan’s Trump 
Tower was three times bigger than it actually was, 
overestimating its value by $200 million. 

The Trumps have claimed it is a politically moti-
vated investigation and urged the court to quash 
subpoenas against the three. “Thus far in our inves-
tigation, we have uncovered significant evidence 
that suggests Donald J. Trump and the Trump 
Organization falsely and fraudulently valued multi-
ple assets and misrepresented those values to finan-
cial institutions for economic benefit,” James said in 
a statement late Tuesday after her court filing to 
oppose that motion. 

“The Trumps must comply with our lawful sub-
poenas for documents and testimony because no 
one in this country can pick and choose if and how 
the law applies to them. We will not be deterred in 
our efforts to continue this investigation and ensure 
that no one is above the law.” She launched her 
investigation in March 2019 and suspects that the 
Trump Organization fraudulently overstated the val-
ue of certain properties when seeking bank loans, 
and later reported much smaller values when 
declaring assets so it could pay less tax. 

Trump’s son Eric, who is executive vice president 
of the Trump Organization, was interviewed by 
James’s office on the issue in Oct 2020. The former 
president is facing pressure from several legal 
probes. In Washington he is trying to prevent a 
congressional probe into the January 6 attack by his 
supporters on the US Capitol from accessing White 
House records related to that day. The Trump 
Organization is also under investigation by the 
Manhattan district attorney for possible financial 
crimes and insurance fraud. 

In July last year, the Trump Organization and its 
long-serving finance chief, Allen Weisselberg plead-
ed not guilty in a New York court to 15 felony fraud 
and tax evasion charges. His trial is due to begin in 
the middle of this year. Trump was also questioned 
for more than four hours in October as part of a 
lawsuit by a group of protestors who allege that his 
security guards assaulted them six years ago. He is 
also battling to prevent years of his tax returns from 
being released to prosecutors. — AFP 
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 products launched today reflect FIFA’s goal of 

bringing the beautiful game to as many fans globally as 
possible,” said FIFA Secretary General Fatma Samoura. 

“The first FIFA World Cup in the Middle East and 
Arab world will be an extraordinary event,” said 
Nasser Al Khater, Qatar’s chief organizer. “Qatar can-
not wait to bring fans together to celebrate their 
shared passion for football, experience a new culture 
and enjoy everything that our country and region have 

to offer.” FIFA president Gianni Infantino, who is now 
based mainly in Qatar, said one year ago he was confi-
dent the coronavirus pandemic would be over by the 
time the World Cup starts, and that the matches would 
be played in full stadiums. 

Organizers have predicted up to 1.2 million visitors 
could pour in for the 32-team tournament. With the 
Omicron variant ravaging many countries, Qatar cur-
rently imposes tight restrictions on visitors including 
quarantine for new arrivals. FIFA and the Qatar gov-
ernment “are committed to putting health first” and 
would lay on “required safeguards” for the finals, the 
world body said. Fans will need a special pass, a 
Hay’ya Card, to get access to stadiums and this could 
include COVID test information. All players, officials 
and fans “must follow the travel advice from the Qatari 
authorities”, FIFA said.  — AFP 

World Cup 
tickets sold...

KUWAIT: His Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh 
Mishal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah received a letter 
from Amir of Qatar Sheikh Tamim Bin Hamad Al-
Thani, addressed to His Highness the Amir Sheikh 
Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah. The letter, hand-
ed over by the visiting Qatari Deputy Prime Minister 
and Minister of Foreign Affairs Sheikh Mohammad Bin 
Abdulrahman Al-Thani in a meeting at Bayan Palace 
yesterday, dealt with deep-rooted ties between both 
countries, issues of common interest and latest devel-
opments on regional and international arenas. 

The meeting between His Highness the Crown 

Prince and the visiting Qatari official was attended by 
the Amiri Diwan Affairs Minister Sheikh Mohammad 
Abdullah Al-Mubarak Al-Sabah, Minister of Foreign 
Affairs, Minister of State for Cabinet Affairs Sheikh Dr 
Ahmad Nasser Al-Mohammad Al-Sabah, Amiri Diwan 
Undersecretary and Head of His Highness the Amir 
Office Ambassador Ahmad Fahad Al-Fahad. Also 
attending the session were Head of His Highness the 
Crown Prince Office Lieutenant General Mohammad 
Al-Thyab, Foreign Affairs Undersecretary at His 
Highness the Crown Prince Office Mazen Essa Al-
Essa, and Foreign Minister Assistant for Gulf 

Cooperation Council (GCC) Affairs Ambassador 
Hamad Rashed Al-Merri.  

Meanwhile, His Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh 
Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah, in presence of 
Foreign Minister and State Minister for Cabinet 
Affairs Sheikh Dr Ahmad Nasser Al-Mohammad Al-
Sabah, received the visiting Qatari Deputy Prime 
Minister and Minister of Foreign Affairs and his 
accompanying delegation. The meeting, which took 
place at Seif Palace, was also attended by His 
Highness the Prime Minister’s Diwan Chairman 
Abdulaziz Dakheel Al-Dakheel, Assistant Foreign 

Minister for GCC Affairs Hamad Rashed Al-Merri and 
Assistant Foreign Minister for the Foreign Minister’s 
Office Affairs Salah Al-Seif. 

Later yesterday, Foreign Minister Sheikh Dr Ahmad 
met with his Qatari counterpart at the ministry’s head-
quarter on the occasion of his official visit to the coun-
try. During the meeting, both ministers discussed the 
deep brotherly relations between Kuwait and Qatar, 
and ways to strengthen and raise them to a higher, 
more integrated and comprehensive levels. They also 
discussed the latest developments in regional and 
international arenas. — KUNA

Crown Prince receives Qatar 
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Kuwait, Qatar Foreign Ministers discuss regional developments

KUWAIT: His Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh Mishal Al-Ahmad Al-
Jaber Al-Sabah reads a letter from Amir of Qatar Sheikh Tamim Bin 
Hamad Al-Thani, addressed to His Highness the Amir Sheikh Nawaf 
Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah. — KUNA photos

His Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Hamad 
Al-Sabah meets Qatari Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Foreign 
Affairs Sheikh Mohammad Bin Abdulrahman Al-Thani.

Kuwait’s Foreign Minister Sheikh Dr Ahmad Nasser Al-Mohammad 
Al-Sabah meets Qatari Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Foreign 
Affairs Sheikh Mohammad Bin Abdulrahman Al-Thani.

KUWAIT: Today marks the 60th anniversary of inau-
gurating the first session of constituent assembly. The 
assembly, considered a turning point in Kuwait’s polit-
ical history, aimed to lay groundwork for a modern 
state through establishing a democratic regime via a 
constitution drafted with real popular participation. 
The late Amir Sheikh Abdullah Al-Salem Al-Sabah 
issued a decree in August 1961 forming a higher coun-
cil tasked with working on a law organizing con-
stituent assembly elections. The law divided the coun-
try into 10 electoral areas from which two representa-
tives would be elected via secret ballot. Members of 
assembly would amount to 20 elected representatives 
as well as appointed ministers. The law also specified 
that an elected representative must not be younger 
than 30 years of age, and that he masters the Arabic 
language in reading and writing. 

On December 30 of the same year, elections were 
held, and 20 members were elected. They were joined 

by appointed members of government, dubbed transi-
tional government, formed on January 17 by decree of 
Amir. The government included 14 ministers, 11 of 
which were members of the royal family, and three 
were elected members. In the morning of January 20, 
1962, Sheikh Abdullah Al-Salem inaugurated the 
assembly in a speech declaring principles of democra-
cy, and describing it as a pillar of the modern state 
and affirmed that it is the duty of the assembly to pro-
pose modes of governance qualified for a democratic 
future. During that session, Abdulateef Thunayan Al-
Ghanem was chosen as assembly speaker and Dr 
Ahmad Al-Khateeb as deputy. 

The assembly formed a committee of five person-
nel to draft the constitution, including all of Yaqoub 
Al-Humaidhi, Humoud Al-Khaled, Abdulateef Al-
Ghanem, Saud Al-Abdulrazzaq as well as late Sheikh 
Saad Al-Abdullah Al-Sabah. The committee accom-
plished its task in 23 meetings between March of 
1962 and October of the same year, and handed in 
its report to the assembly which discussed and vot-
ed on it. The Amir rectified and published the con-
stitution on November 11, 1962.Assembly speaker at 
the time, Abdulatif Al-Ghanem, stated while handing 
in const i tut ion draft  to the late Amir, Sheikh 
Abdullah Al-Salem, that it was a great honor for the 
committee to work on a constitution built on the 
principles of democracy and inspired by the reality 
of Kuwait, in an effort to achieve the hopes of the 
Amir for his people.—KUNA 
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assembly, a turning 
point in Kuwait’s 
political historyDUBAI: Deadly attacks by Yemeni rebels have 

struck the United Arab Emirates’ image as an “oasis 
of security” and left it pondering a dangerous new 
phase in the conflict, analysts say. The UAE had kept 
the seven-year war at arm’s length, but Monday’s 
drone and missile assault on key infrastructure laid 
bare the threat posed by the Iran-backed Houthi 
insurgents. 

Three people were killed and six wounded as 
the Houthi’s attack set off an explosion next to oil 
giant ADNOC’s storage facilities and started a fire 
at Abu Dhabi airport. Such incidents are frequent in 
Saudi Arabia, which neighbors Yemen. Riyadh, 
which has since 2015 led the military coalition that 
includes the UAE supporting Yemen’s government 
in the fight against the Iran-backed Houthi rebels, 
launched deadly counterstrikes against the insur-
gents in response. 

But the attack was a jolt for the wealthy UAE, an 
oil, trade, tourism and transport center known as a 
bastion of calm in an often turbulent region. While 
Yemen is riven by conflict, the ambitious Gulf state 
has thrived, constructing marvels such as the world’s 
tallest building, the 828-m Burj Khalifa, and sending 
the first Arab into space. 

“If these sort of attacks increase in scale and 
quantity, it would certainly tarnish UAE’s reputation, 
since it is built on being an oasis of security in the 
Middle East,” said Dania Thafer, director of the Gulf 
International Forum research institute. 

The UAE has never before acknowledged an 
attack by the rebels on its soil, although the Houthis 
claimed to have launched an assault in 2018. The UAE, 
whose capital Abu Dhabi lies about 1,500 km east of 
Yemen’s rebel-held capital Sanaa, announced a troop 
withdrawal in 2019. 

Instead, the UAE switched to supporting Yemeni 
militias, including the Giants Brigade, a force which 
drove the rebels out of Shabwa governorate earlier 
this month, their platform for attacking the strategi-
cally vital city of Marib further north. “The Houthis 
appear to be aware of how UAE’s reputation is at the 
heart of its strategic goals, and are hoping to gain a 
low-cost but high-return strike against the UAE as 
retribution for their recent setbacks in Shabwa,” 
Thafer said. 

However, Eman Alhussein, non-resident fellow of 
the Arab Gulf States Institute in Washington, said the 
UAE’s image would remain intact despite the setback. 
“I do not think the attacks will have a significant 
impact on the UAE’s reputation, as it has built a 
strong brand and image that can withstand the recent 
attacks,” he told AFP. 

Two weeks ago the rebels, normally exclusively 
land-based, hijacked a UAE-flagged ship in the Red 
Sea and released footage purporting to show 
weapons on board. “This is not a new front against 
UAE interests abroad or in the homeland, but rather a 
direct escalation,” said Mohammad Al-Basha, Yemen 
expert for the US-based Navanti research group. 

Now, with the intractable conflict dragged to their 
doorstep, the Emiratis’ choices include either sticking 
to their guns, or dialing down to reduce the risk to their 
oil, business and tourism interests. Elisabeth Kendall, a 
researcher at the University of Oxford, called the 
attack a “significant escalation” but did not expect a 
“knee-jerk reaction” like recommitting troops. 

“It is unlikely to veer from its long-term strategy, 
for example by scaling up its own troop presence in 
Yemen again, on the basis of a provocation,” she 
said. Jack A. Kennedy, head of Middle East Country 
Risk at research company IHS Markit, said the UAE 
was now likely to “intensify” its support for Yemen’s 
southern militias. 

“The Houthis are likely to counterbalance further 
territorial losses with increased cross-border 
attacks, using ballistic missiles and attack UAVs 
(unmanned aerial vehicles, or drones) against Saudi 
Arabia, UAE and civilian and military targets in 
Yemen,” he warned. — AFP  

‘Oasis of security’ 
UAE faces Yemen 
rebel threat


