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Established 1961 

From an ex-MP stating that feminists should be
sent to rehabilitation centers to a current MP
expressing his discontent regarding the enlist-

ment of women in the military to a local man who
claimed that women shelters will dissolve the family
unit, it is hard to miss the fact that the patriarchy is
feeling threatened by women’s prominence in all
aspects of society. 

The ladies of Abolish 153, Lan Asket, and
Soroptomist Kuwait, all notable and laudable local
feminist movements, are each using their platforms to
dissolve the patriarchy, to change mindsets, and to
rid our society of male domination, spousal and
financial abuse, domestic violence, honor killings,
rape and harassment, voicelessness and intimidation.
These movements not only provide women with
security and opportunities but give women a plat-
form to express themselves safely and freely. Each of
these movements are not only up against a legal sys-
tem-masked behind layers of red tape and fortresses
of bureaucracy-which favors the straight, domineer-
ing male, but they also face an uphill climb trying to
transform a male-dominated narrative which subju-
gates women into a gender-equal society. 

And that is what feminism is about. Plain and sim-
ple. Feminism is a reaction to millennia of oppres-
sion. Because whenever anything on our planet tips
the scales too far in terms of power, there will be a
reaction, a much-needed reaction, which recali-
brates and restores equilibrium. Without such a
reaction, violence and oppression will continue to
plague us. There’s nothing “toxic” about removing
toxicity. What is toxic is that a woman cannot give
citizenship to her children if her husband is non-
Kuwaiti. What is toxic is men telling women what to
wear, whether they can go out or work, who they
can see, who they can marry. What is toxic is follow-
ing women home at night or sexually harassing them.
What is toxic is raping a woman. What is toxic is
beating up a woman, pushing her down the stairs,
killing her in the name of honor. 

For the ego-based patriarchy, the solution to
“dealing” with women who speak up is: “Lock ‘em
up” or “Put them away.” To a man of the patriarchy, a
feminist is a threat because she reminds him that he
can no longer get away with what he has gotten
away with for eons. The dominant male ego is fright-
ful when it is about to dissolve. It will do everything
to stay in power, even if it means uttering discrimina-
tory statements or attempting to pass legislation
bordering on the ridiculous. Power, after all, is a
drug. And, like any addictive substance, when the
power-drug leaves the system, it can produce over-
whelming withdrawal symptoms. Members of the
patriarchy are hooked on their power, their control
over women, their self-appointed place as regula-
tors. And instead of assuming responsibility for their
addiction and how it poisons not only themselves
but society, they gaslight women. “Send them to
rehab! They are sick, not us!” 

What is most threatening to such men is that more
and more men in our society are speaking out
against the subjugation of women. While women (and
the men who support them) fight for inclusive rights,
patriarchal men fight to keep their rights exclusive.
Women want their rightful place in all arenas of soci-
ety. And if they want to join the army, it is not for a
man to decide. As for women shelters, as Warsan
Shire puts it: “No one leaves home unless home is the
mouth of a shark.” And though Shire was referring to
refugees, the quote is as applicable as ever here.
Women shelters do not dissolve families. Rape does.
Domestic and financial abuse does. Intimidation
does. Fear does. And, oh, denial does. 

And, finally, if feminism entails protecting women
from rape, violence, male aggression, intimidation,
fear, harassment, abuse (be it spousal, domestic,
financial), then sign us up, women and men. What are
we (Ku)-waiting for?

The patriarchal
narrative
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In my view
KUWAIT: National Assembly Speaker Marzouq Ali
Al-Ghanem has asked Minister of Health Dr Khaled
Al-Saeed to set up a special room at Abdullah Al-
Salem Hall to isolate infected members of parliament.
This came in Ghanem’s speech in the follow up ses-
sion yesterday that discussed a message from some
members to provide a room for infected members to
attend and take part in voting on laws and resolu-
tions in all assembly sessions.

Ghanem explained that the message was directed
to the Minister of Health on January 16th and
requested an urgent answer to start preparing the
isolation chamber. The request in is line with article
15 of Law 8/1969 regarding preventative health
measures against communicable diseases that grants
the minster the power to implement any new rules in
order to control the pandemic. Meanwhile, Dr Saeed
said that the message was received, noting that the
concerned department is studying the situation and
would send back an answer as soon as possible.

In the meantime, Dr Saeed vowed to employ his
long expertise in children medicine to overhaul the
Public Authority for Disability Affairs. The minister
was replying to a statement by an MP during yes-
terday’s session regarding the authority’s tasks. “I
will do my best to resolve problems and remove
obstacles facing our citizens of special needs so
they may attain their rights,” the minister assured
the MPs.

Minister Dr Saeed expressed solidarity with this
segment of the society, pledging to follow up on all
affairs concerning them. He also promised to pro-
tect public funds and warned that he would seek
legal measures against offenders. MPs held a fol-
low-up session today looking into a host of issues
and recommendations, namely with respect of the

recent heavy rain that drenched the streets, formed
raging flash waters and pools and inflicted damaged
public and private properties.

Recommendations approved
During the session, the National Assembly

approved several papers and recommendations
namely referral of the issue of rain damage to the
concerned commission. Among the approved letters
was one forwarded by chairperson of the parliamen-
tary economic and financial affairs MP Ahmad Al-
Hamad with respect of “the strategic alternative”

concerning the pay scale, leaderships’ jobs — the
latest would be referred to the parliamentary com-
mittee of human resources, in line with the parlia-
ment bylaw. The MPs approved a recommendation
asking the utilities commission to probe damage
inflicted in the recent heavy rains. The committee
term would be until end of the current parliamentary
session. Another blessed recommendation addressed
the environment safety, amending the law of the
Credit Bank of Kuwait, taking action against land
monopolization, power bills and regulating owner-
ship in the residential sector. —KUNA

Speaker requests isolated room in
Assembly building for infected MPs

Health minister vows special attention to special needs’ citizens

KUWAIT: A general view showing lawmakers attending the parliament’s session yesterday. —KUNA

Motorist dead,
another injured in
Fifth Ring Road crash
KUWAIT: A motorist died and another was criti-
cally injured in an accident reported on Fifth Ring
Road near Rumaithiya, Kuwait Fire Force said yes-
terday. Rescue teams used hydraulic equipment to
free the injured driver who sustained several frac-
tures, before he was taken to hospital for treat-
ment. The other driver’s body was taken to the
coroner, KFF noted. An investigation was opened
into the accident.

Kuwait reports
4,337 new COVID
cases, one death 
KUWAIT: Kuwait reported 4,337 new COVID-19 cas-
es yesterday in addition to one death and 4,063 recov-
eries. Meanwhile, the number of patients in ICUs
increased from 37 Tuesday to 43 yesterday. The num-
ber of patients hospitalized also increased from 296 to
336, while total active cases rose from 44,158 to
44,431. The percentage of daily new cases to new tests
dropped from 15 percent to 14 percent, while the per-
centage of recovery remained unchanged at 90.2 per-
cent, according to the health ministry’s bulletin.

Meanwhile, the US Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention added Kuwait under ‘Level 3: COVID-19
High’ in the most recent update of its four-tier list of
countries that assesses risk levels based on the spread
of coronavirus. The CDC advises people traveling to
countries listed in Level 3 to “make sure you are fully
vaccinated before traveling to these destinations.” It
further states that “unvaccinated travelers should avoid
nonessential travel to these destinations.”

In other news, Kuwait Football Association
announced yesterday postponing a Crown Prince Cup
match between Al-Yarmouk and Al-Shabab after eight
Yarmouk players tested positive for COVID-19. KFA
had recently announced that any match would be post-
poned if eight players or more of one team, or all of its
goalkeepers, tested positive during mandatory pre-
match testing.

Residents over
60 face layoffs
KUWAIT: While 54,000 residents over 60 years of
age without a degree wait for a final decision with
regards to renewing their work permits, there has
been a “wave” of layoffs of people in this category
in some companies, Al-Rai reported yesterday
quoting sources familiar with the situation. 

The sources said companies that terminated the
jobs of their expat employees aged over 60 were
forced to take this step in order to limit the risks of
a long wait for the government’s decision.
Employees were also told in case their work permits
are approved, their return to work will be according
to the company’s need for them.

Meanwhile, residents who face layoffs before
their work permits are renewed face a new problem,
which is searching for a new sponsor. The issue of
banning renewal of work permits for residents aged
60 and above is still awaiting a decision to transfer
jurisdiction of the manpower authority from the
social affairs minister to the justice minister. State
Minister for Integrity Affairs Jamal Al-Jalawi can
cancel the ban or impose a fee of up to KD 500
along with compulsory health insurance.

Kuwait’s first int’l
academic development
conference opens 
KUWAIT: Kuwait’s first international convention for
academic development started yesterday under the
slogan “New Vision for a New Era”. Deputy Director
of Kuwait University Dr Bader Al-Bedaiwi said in a
virtual press conference that this convention will dis-
cuss university rankings, academic accreditation, glob-
al competitiveness, leadership, professional technology
and management. Bedaiwi stressed transforming this
vision into a tangible reality that takes Kuwait’s educa-
tion to higher horizons. 

Charge d’Affairs of the College of Education Dean’s
office Dr Fayez Al-Dhafiri said the purpose of this con-
vention is to create a new vision that parallels Kuwait
2035 vision and provide scientific and developmental
assistance. Dr Aisha Al-Azmi affirmed that these con-
ventions are a great chance for all scholars and scien-
tists to brainstorm new ideas and share expertise to
elevate education. —KUNA


