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Referee receives death 
threat, abusive emails 
BERLIN: A German referee has revealed he has
been the target of a death threat and abusive emails
since England midfielder Jude Bellingham sharply
criticized his handling of last month’s Bundesliga
match between Borussia Dortmund and Bayern
Munich. “My official email account has received
numerous messages which are unbelievable and
very difficult to deal with and ignore,” referee Felix
Zwayer told Sky.

The 40-year-old from Berlin has also been con-
tacted by police to inform him that there is a “death
threat against me on the internet”. Zwayer has not
refereed since December 9, five days after his per-
formance in Dortmund’s 3-2 home defeat by Bayern
was blasted by Bellingham. Zwayer added the abuse
he has received has taken a toll on his wife.

“You try to pack your rucksack and say goodbye
to your wife at the door, as you have done for 15
years. And then you see her burst into tears,” he
said. “Not because she misses me when I’m gone,
but because she worries about me and maybe about
what’s going on at home. “This is a situation that is
very difficult to bear, to be honest.” Dortmund’s
Bellingham was fined 40,000 euros ($45,000) by
the German Football Association (DFB) for slamming
Zwayer in a post-match interview.

The 18-year-old England midfielder was fuming
when Zwayer awarded Bayern a penalty for a Mats
Hummels handball, which resulted in the winning
goal. Shortly before, Zwayer had waved on play and
refused Dortmund a penalty after Bayern defender
Lucas Hernandez appeared to foul Marco Reus in
the area. “You can look at a lot of the decisions in
the game. If you give a referee who has match-fixed
before the biggest game in Germany, what do you
expect?” Bellingham told Norwegian channel
Viaplay. —AFP

BAFOUSSAM: Senegal were held 0-0 by minnows Malawi
in Bafoussam on Tuesday despite the return of stars Edouard
Mendy, Kalidou Koulibaly and Idrissa Gueye, but still won
Group B at the Africa Cup of Nations. On an evening of sur-
prises, Guinea fell 2-1 to already-eliminated Zimbabwe in
Yaounde and scraped into the round of 16 as runners-up
thanks to a better head-to-head record than Malawi. Brave
Malawi finished third and must wait until today to see if they
will be among the best four third-placed teams and qualify
for the second round.

Senegal came to the Cup of Nations as one of the
favorites but have won only once and scored only once-
from a Sadio Mane penalty-in three matches. The Teranga
Lions, runners-up to Algeria
at the last Cup of Nations in
2019, needed 97 minutes to
beat Zimbabwe, and were held
by Guinea and Malawi, who
are 109 places lower in the
world rankings. 

Malawi believed they
should have been awarded a
penalty in the second half
when Gomezgani Chirwa had
his shirt pulled by Bouna Sarr,
but the referee disagreed after
looking at the VAR monitor. As Senegal sought a late goal,
they introduced midfielder Pape Gueye off the bench in place
of ineffective Boulaye Dia. Gueye, barred by FIFA last week
over a disputed transfer from Watford to Marseille, took his
case to the Court of Arbitration for Sport (CAS) and won.

First Zimbabwe triumph since 2006 
Chelsea goalkeeper Mendy and Napoli defender

Koulibaly missed the first two matches and Paris Saint-
Germain midfielder Gueye the second due to COVID-19.
Zimbabwe triumphed at the flagship African tournament for
the first time since 2006 when they held on for victory over
previously impressive Guinea. A Knowledge Musona header
and a Kudakwashe Mahachi shot gave them a two-goal half-

time advantage that was reduced when Liverpool midfielder
Naby Keita netted on 49 minutes.

The match was refereed by Rwandan Salima
Mukansanga, the first woman to do so in the 65-year history
of the Cup of Nations. On Monday, a Confederation of
African Football (CAF) statement said Mukansanga would
handle the match with two female assistants, Carine
Atemzabong of Cameroon and Fatiha Jermoumi of Morocco.
However, when the officials entered the pitch for the match at
Stade Ahmadou Ahidjo, both assistant referees were males.

Ghana crash out 
Meanwhile, four-time champions Ghana were eliminated

from the Africa Cup of Nations
after crashing 3-2 to minnows
Comoros in Group C on
Tuesday in Garoua. The Black
Stars had captain Andre Ayew
sent off after 25 minutes and,
after wiping out a two-goal
deficit, lost when Comoros’
Ahmed Mogni scored his sec-
ond goal five minutes from
time. Morocco and Gabon
drew 2-2 in Yaounde in the
same group to retain first and

second places respectively and qualify for the round of 16,
which kicks off on Sunday.

Comoros, representing a tiny island nation off the south
east coast of Africa, finished third and must wait until today
to know if they are among the best four third-placed teams,
who get last 16 spots. “We did not back down even after
Ghana equalized. We always believed we could achieve a
famous victory for our nation,” said Comoros coach Amir
Abdou, who has been in charge since 2014.

“I sent on attacking players in the belief that we could
score a third goal and my decision paid off. Now we must
wait to see if we are among the best four third-placed teams
and play in the second round. “We are satisfied with the way
we played. We had a plan and stuck to it. We learnt from the

mistakes we made in previous games. Obviously, I’m unhap-
py that we conceded twice, but we will improve.” Serbian-
born Ghana coach Milovan Rajevac said he would not resign
despite his team finishing last with just one point.  “I came to
Ghana to qualify the team for the World Cup. That is my pri-
mary target,” he said. “I will stay and lead the team in the
March play-offs,” he added. 

A disastrous night for Ghana started after just four min-

utes when Serbia-based El Fardou Ben Mohamed fired the
first-time qualifiers in front. Mogni, who plays for French
third-tier club Annecy, added a second just past the hour
only for 10-man Ghana to hit back through goals from
Richmond Boakye and Alexander Djiku. Mogni struck again
when he pushed a low cross from Ben Djaloud past goal-
keeper Joseph Wollacott to give the islanders a stunning
triumph. —AFP

Minnows Comoros send Ghana crashing out 

Senegal held 0-0, Guinea lose but 
both book Cup of Nations last 16

YAOUNDE: Zimbabwe’s forward Admiral Muskwe (left) and Guinea’s defender Ousmane Kante jump for
the ball during the Group B Africa Cup of Nations (CAN) 2021 football match between Zimbabwe and
Guinea on January 18, 2022. —AFP

Dortmund 
dumped out of
German Cup 
HAMBURG: Holders Borussia
Dortmund were dumped out of the
German Cup on Tuesday after a shock
2-1 defeat at second division side St
Pauli in their last 16 tie. “It was a really
bad day from us, we woke up too late.
St Pauli did well, but we’re out,”
Dortmund captain Marco Reus said
after the match.

The hosts took an early lead
through Togo striker Etienne
Amenyido, then Dortmund midfielder
Axel Witsel scored an own goal. Star
striker Erl ing Haaland gave
Dortmund hope by converting a sec-
ond-half penalty, but the visitors
fai led to force an equalizer. The
result means neither Dortmund nor
Bayern Munich, who suffered a
humiliating 5-0 defeat at Borussia
Moenchengladbach in the previous
round in October, will be in the quar-

ter-final draw for the first time since
2006/07.

St Pauli, currently top of the second
Bundesliga table, were ahead after four
minutes when Amenyido got in
between Dortmund captain Marco
Reus and Manuel Akanji to convert a
cross. Amenyido’s shocked expression
during his celebrations showed he
could barely believe his luck while
there were ashen faces in the
Dortmund defense. The away side’s
problems were compounded when
they were 2-0 down at half-time after
Witsel turned the ball into his own net
just before the break while trying to
block a cross to Amenyido.

Dortmund grabbed a lifeline when
Mats Hummels’ pass clipped the out-
stretched arm of St Pauli defender Jakov
Medic in the box and Haaland convert-
ed the resulting penalty just before the
hour mark. Dortmund pushed for an
equalizer, but Reus and Donyell Malen
both squandering chances. Earlier,
Bundesliga club Cologne also crashed
out against second-tier opposition after
losing a penalty shoot-out 4-3 at home
to Hamburg.

In curious scenes, Cologne mid-

fielder Florian Kainz hit the net with his
crucial final spot-kick but it was ruled
out because he touched the ball twice,
sending Hamburg through. There had
already been dramatic scenes in extra
time when Cologne striker Anthony
Modeste converted a last-gasp penalty
to equalize in the 122nd minute and

cancel out a Robert Glatzel goal.
Hamburg will be joined in the last eight
by fellow second-tier club Karlsruhe
after their 1-0 win at third division
1860 Munich. Bochum won their all-
Bundesliga tie at home to Mainz when
forward Milos Pantovic netted twice in
a 3-1 win. —AFP

Guinea fell 2-1 
to already-
eliminated 
Zimbabwe

HAMBURG: (Center, left-right) Dortmund’s Norwegian forward Erling Braut
Haaland, Dortmund’s German defender Mats Hummels and St Pauli’s defend-
er Leart Paqarada vie for the ball during the German Cup DFB football match
on January 18, 2022.  —AFP

Fulham crush 
Birmingham 6-2 
to maintain goal spree
LONDON: Fulham maintained their remarkable
goal spree as the Championship leaders crushed
Birmingham 6-2 to move five points clear at the
top on Tuesday. Marco Silva’s side have promo-

tion to the Premier League in their sights and are
well on course after their latest demolition job.

Having won 7-0 at Reading and hammered
Bristol City 6-2 in their previous matches, the
Cottagers were back on the goal trail in west
London. Marc Roberts’ 10th minute own goal start-
ed the rout, with Neeskens Kebano, Fabio Carvalho
and Tom Cairney netting before the break.
Birmingham’s Ivan Sunjic pulled one back and Gary
Gardner gave Blues brief hope of an unlikely come-
back when he struck in the 74th minute.

But Carvalho scored his second and Antonee
Robinson helped himself to the sixth as Fulham
made it 19 goals in three goals. Ten-man Preston
staged a second-half escape act as they came
from behind to draw 2-2 with Sheffield United at
Deepdale. The hosts looked down and out after
Jayden Bogle and Billy Sharp scored for the
Blades before half-time, while Andrew Hughes
was dismissed. But Ryan Lowe’s side grabbed a
point thanks to late goals from Alan Browne and
Emil Riis. —AFP


