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Barty, Badosa, Osaka power through
Osaka and Barty stride closer to showdown as Nadal rolls on

MELBOURNE: Naomi Osaka played the 
role of smiling assassin and top seed 
Ashleigh Barty was ruthlessly efficient at 
the Australian Open yesterday as they 
moved closer to a potential fourth-round 
showdown. Rafael Nadal ramped up his 
march towards an unprecedented men’s 
21st Grand Slam crown but needed five 
match points to put away tenacious qualifi-
er Yannick Hanfmann. 

The impressive Barty, chasing a first title 
at her home Slam, barely broke sweat in her 
second round match, breezing past Italian 
qualifier Lucia Bronzetti 6-1, 6-1 in just 52 
minutes in the heat of Rod Laver Arena. 
Not to be outdone, defending champion 
Osaka rushed through the first set 6-0 
against Madison Brengle but then had a 
couple of dicey moments in the second set, 
before polishing it off 6-4, greeting the 
beaten American with a smile at the net. 
Rivals Barty and Osaka, who share six 
major titles between them, are now one 
victory away from a last-16 showdown at 
Melbourne Park. 

But first Barty, the Wimbledon champion 
and hot favorite in Melbourne, faces a 
potentially tricky task against 30th seed 

Camila Giorgi. “She is an incredible ball 
striker and one of the most athletic girls out 
there,” said the world number one of the 
experienced Italian. The ultra-consistent 
Barty, who won the lead-up tournament in 
Adelaide, hasn’t dropped her serve for 48 
straight games over five matches this year. 
Japan’s Osaka faces American Amanda 
Anisimova, a budding talent who sprang a 
shock in defeating Olympic champion 
Belinda Bencic. 

Osaka, winner of the 2019 and 2021 
Australian Opens, has vowed to have more 
fun on court this year, following a difficult 
last year in which she said she had suffered 
from depression. “I am a bit of a perfec-
tionist. I feel that if I compare myself to the 
past I will never be satisfied,” she said, to 
cheers from the crowd. In-form eighth seed 
Paula Badosa, who won the Sydney warm-
up tournament, and French Open champion 
Barbora Krejcikova both sailed through to 
round three in two sets. Maria Sakkari, the 
Greek fifth seed, also won with little fuss. 

 
Nadal quest for 21  

With defending champion Novak 
Djokovic deported on the eve of the sea-

son’s first Grand Slam, the men’s draw has 
opened up for Spanish veteran Nadal. The 
20-time Slam winner, who recently won his 
first tournament after five months out bat-
tling a foot injury, was never really troubled 
by the German Hanfmann until the end. 
Down 3-5, 0-40, the world number 126 
fought back to extend the contest and 
saved two more match points, before finally 
succumbing 6-2, 6-3, 6-4. 

Next up for the 35-year-old Nadal is 
Russian 28th seed Karen Khachanov, which 
should be an altogether bigger test of his 
title credentials. Nadal, the sixth seed, 
could face third seed Alexander Zverev in 
the quarter-finals but he is refusing to look 
that far ahead. “I don’t know, I am in the 
third round, I need to win very tough 
matches to be there,” the Spanish great 
said. “I never think that far. You can imagine 
now less than ever, no?” he added, an 
apparent nod to his recent injury struggles. 
Nadal also had Covid last month. 

Olympic champion Zverev made light 
work of Australian hope John Millman, 
dismissing him in three sets, the German’s 
power game silencing the partisan crowd. 
Seventh seed Matteo Berrettini, who 

endured frequent lavatory trips in a gutsy 
four-set win on Monday, defeated 
American Stefan Kozlov and plays 
teenage 31st seed Carlos Alcaraz. Also 
through, after surviving in five sets over 

Korean Kwon Soon-woo, was Canadian 
14th seed Denis Shapovalov. But Poland’s 
10th seed Hubert Hurkacz was a notable 
casualty at the hands of Frenchman Adrian 
Mannarino. — AFP  

MELBOURNE: Australia’s Ashleigh Barty hits a return against Italy’s Lucia Bronzetti during their women’s singles match on day three of the Australian Open tennis tournament yesterday. (Inset) Japan’s 
Naomi Osaka serves against Madison Brengle of the US during the women’s singles match yesterday. — AFP 

MELBOURNE: Spain’s Rafael Nadal hits a return against Germany’s Yannick 
Hanfmann during their men’s singles match on day three of the Australian Open 
tennis tournament yesterday. — AFP 

LOS ANGELES: Klay Thompson scored 21 points 
and Stephen Curry tallied 18 as the Golden State 
Warriors began a seven-game homestand with a 
dominating 102-86 victory over the Detroit Pistons 
on Tuesday. The Warriors opened with a 26-13 
scoring burst to lead 66-38 at halftime. They led by 
as much as 34 points in the third quarter, 73-39, and 
then cruised to their third-straight win. 

It was the best performance of the season for 
Thompson, who returned five games ago as he 
works his way back from ACL and Achilles injuries. 
He played 22 minutes and hit three three-pointers. 
Curry, who returned after a one-game absence, shot 
six for 11 from the floor with four three-pointers and 
eight assists. He fell on his right hand during a win in 
Chicago on Friday, then missed Sunday’s 119-99 
loss to the Minnesota Timberwolves. 

Andrew Wiggins chipped in with 19 points for 
the Warriors. Rodney McGruder paced the Pistons 
with a season-high 19 points off the bench. 
Elsewhere, Anthony Edwards scored a team-high 21 
points and Karl-Anthony Towns had 20 as 

Minnesota rallied to edge the mistake-prone New 
York Knicks 112-110. The Timberwolves surren-
dered a 12-point lead but stayed in the game 
despite being outscored 40-25 in the third quarter 
and then outscored the Knicks 10-3 down the 
stretch. 

D’Angelo Russell added 17 points and Jaylen 
Nowell chipped in 14 for the Wolves, who are 6-2 in 
their last eight games since falling to 16-20 with a 
loss to the Los Angeles Lakers on January 2. Evan 
Fournier led all scorers with 27 points and Julius 
Randle finished with 21 points, nine assists and nine 
rebounds for the Knicks, who dropped below .500 
in the standings and are 8-5 in their last 13 games. 
RJ Barrett finished with 17 points and also commit-
ted seven of the Knick’s 18 turnovers. “It was a 
hard-fought game and didn’t get it done down the 
stretch,” Knicks coach Tom Thibodeau said. 

The Wolves held a 61-51 lead at halftime and a 
78-73 advantage with 4:48 left in the third before 
the Knicks closed the quarter on an 18-8 run to 
claim a 91-86 lead. Towns converted the go-ahead 
three-point play with 29 seconds remaining 
moments after Russell came up with clutch defen-
sive play down the stretch against the Knicks. 
Minnesota got another solid performance from their 
reserves as Nowell and Malik Beasley came off the 
bench to score 14 and 10 points respectively. The 
Timberwolves next game is Wednesday against the 
Atlanta Hawks. — AFP 

Warriors stun 
Pistons; T’Wolves 
thump Knicks

SAN FRANCISCO: Trey Lyles #8 of the Detroit Pistons and Gary Payton II #0 of the Golden State 
Warriors go for a loose ball in the second half at Chase Center on January 18, 2022. — AFP 


