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News in brief

World breaks COVID record 
with 3 million daily cases

Kuwait reports 4,510 new coronavirus cases, two deaths
PARIS: The world registered a record-
high average of more than three million 
coronavirus cases a day between Jan 13 
and 19, fueled by the Omicron variant, an 
AFP tally showed yesterday. The figure has 
increased more than five-fold since the 
highly transmissible strain was detected in 
South Africa and Botswana in late Nov 
2021. An average of 3,095,971 daily cases 
were reported over the past seven days, an 
increase of 17 percent compared with the 
previous week. 

Before Omicron emerged, the previous 
record for average global daily infections 
was around 800,000 in late April 2021. 
Current infection levels are around 440 
percent higher than the daily average for 
the week ending Nov 24, 2021, when South 
Africa reported Omicron to the World 

Health Organization. The world recorded 
an average of 7,522 COVID-related deaths 
a day between Jan 13 and 19, an 11-percent 
rise on the previous week although 
Omicron has so far seemed to cause less 
serious illness than the previously domi-
nant Delta variant. 

In Britain, new COVID cases skyrocket-
ed by more than 300 percent between late 
November and early January, but the num-
ber of patients requiring ventilation did 
not increase in that time. The figures are 
based on official statistics produced by 
national health authorities and compiled 
by AFP.  

A significant proportion of less severe 
or asymptomatic cases go undetected 
despite intensified testing regimes since 
the beginning of the pandemic. Testing 

policies also vary from one country to 
another. Taking into account excess mor-
tality linked to COVID-19, the WHO esti-
mates the overall death toll could be two 
to three times higher. 

Meanwhile, Kuwait’s health ministry 
announced yesterday 4,510 new COVID-
19 cases, 4,109 recoveries and two deaths 
in the last 24 hours. The ministry’s official 
spokesman Dr Abdullah Al-Sanad said in a 
statement to KUNA that total infections 
and recoveries reached 484,150 and 
436,838 respectively. Deaths went up to 
2,482, said the spokesman, revealing that 
there are 42 patients in ICU, 326 in 
COVID-19 wards and 44,830 active cases. 
He indicated total swab tests reached 
6,574,401 with 33,957 new tests carried 
out in the last 24 hours. — Agencies 

Amir leaves for Germany

KUWAIT: HH the Amir Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah left for 
Germany yesterday on a private visit. HH the Amir was seen off at the airport 
by HH the Deputy Amir and Crown Prince Sheikh Mishal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber 
Al-Sabah, National Assembly Speaker Marzouq Al-Ghanem, HH Sheikh 
Nasser Al-Mohammad Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah, HH the Prime Minister Sheikh 
Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah and senior states officials. — KUNA 

Two killed in Lahore blast 
 
LAHORE: At least two people were killed and 
22 wounded yesterday by a motorbike bomb 
blast in a busy shopping district of the 
Pakistani megacity of Lahore, police and offi-
cials said. The attack was claimed on Twitter 
by a spokesman for the Baloch Nationalist 
Army, one of several ethnic separatist groups 
that have been waging an insurgency for years 
in southwest Pakistan. The blast happened in 
old Lahore’s busy Anarkali shopping district, 
damaging several motorbikes and upturning 
market stalls. — AFP 

Harris to be Biden running mate 
 
WASHINGTON: US President Joe Biden said 
on Wednesday that Vice President Kamala 
Harris would be his running mate in the 2024 
presidential election if he stood for office again. 
“She’s going to be my running mate,” Biden said 
of Harris during a press conference held to mark 
the first year of his presidency. In mid-
December, Harris said she and Biden had not yet 
discussed the 2024 election, amid speculation 
she may not be in the running for the White 
House if Biden chose not to stand again. — AFP 

Red Cross hit by cyberattack 
 
GENEVA: The International Committee of the 
Red Cross was the victim of a massive cyberat-
tack in which hackers seized the data of more 
than 515,000 extremely vulnerable people, some 
of whom had fled conflicts, it said on Wednesday. 
The body, which has its headquarters in Geneva, 
had no immediate indication as to who might 
have carried out the attack. — AFP 

WASHINGTON: Joe Biden sought 
to reset his presidency in a marathon 
first year press conference 
Wednesday, vowing to reconnect with 
voters and touting successes, while 
delivering blunt assessments of the 
“disaster” facing Russia if it attacks 

Ukraine. “Can you think of any other 
president that’s done as much in one 
year?” Biden asked, ticking off the 
epic struggle against COVID-19 and 
trillions of dollars in government fund-
ing to save the US economy from 
pandemic fallout. 

“I don’t think there’s been much on 
any incoming president’s plate that’s 
been a bigger menu than the plate I 
had given to me,” the Democrat said. 
“The fact of the matter is, we got a lot 
done.” Speaking on the eve of the 
anniversary of his inauguration on Jan 
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Defiant Biden 
touts first year 
achievements 

WASHINGTON: US President Joe Biden speaks dur-
ing a news conference in the East Room of the 
White House on Wednesday. — AFP 

KUWAIT: Kuwaiti fire service, national guard, civil defense and members of the army take part in the 
“Shamel 7” fire drill in Arifjan yesterday. — Photo by Yasser Al-Zayyat (See Page 2)

PARIS: Scientists have discovered a vast reef of 
“pristine” rose-shaped corals apparently unharmed 
by climate change in deep water off the coast of 
Tahiti, UNESCO announced yesterday. Mapping 
approximately three kilometers long and up to 65 m 
wide, UNESCO said it was “one of the most exten-
sive healthy coral reefs on record”.  

The UN heritage agency said it was “highly 
unusual” to find healthy coral in cooler waters 
between 30 and 65 m deep and that it could sug-
gest that there are more reefs in the ocean depth 
that are safer from the impacts of warming waters. 
The discovery was made in November by divers 
with special equipment that allowed them to go 
deeper and spend 200 hours at the reef.  

“It was magical to witness giant, beautiful rose 
corals which stretch for as far as the eye can see. It 
was like a work of art,” said Alexis Rosenfeld, a 
French photographer and founder of the UNESCO 
partner 1 Ocean campaign. The giant rose-shaped 
corals are each up to two meters in diameter.  
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Giant coral reef 
found off Tahiti

This handout picture taken on Dec 12, 2021 shows a 
newly-discovered reef of giant rose-shaped corals 
at a depth of over 30 meters off Tahiti. — AFP

WASHINGTON: A US medical team yesterday 
announced it had carried out the second-known kid-
ney transplant from a pig to a human, the first inside 
the body of a brain dead recipient. The procedure, 
which was described in a scientific paper, comes on 
the heels of the successful implantation of a porcine 
heart into a person earlier this month. It is hoped that 
advances in the field of so-called xenotransplanta-

tion, or cross-species organ donation, could one day 
solve the chronic shortage of organ donations. 

“Today’s results are a remarkable achievement for 
humanity and advance xenotransplant into the clinical 
realm,” said Selwyn Vickers, dean of the University of 
Alabama at Birmingham (UAB) Heersink School of 
Medicine, which carried out the procedure. The first pig 
kidney was transplanted in a human by a team at New 
York University (NYU) Langone on September 25 
2021, and involved a brain dead patient on a ventilator 
whose family had given permission for the proof-of-
concept experiment. 

That procedure involved attaching a kidney to blood 
vessels on the top of one of the patient’s legs, so that 
scientists could observe it and take biopsy samples. 
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Pig kidney 
transplanted 
to human


