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20, 2021, Biden held only the second White 

House press conference of his presidency - then 
surprised many by staying at the podium for one 
hour and 52 minutes. 

The exchange, according to US media, extended 
beyond even the longest of the famously rambling - 
though far more frequent - press conferences held 
by Donald Trump. At various times combative, jok-
ing and meandering, Biden rejected criticism over 
his handling of the pandemic and soaring inflation. 
Asked about his approval ratings, which have sunk 
into the low 40 percent area, Biden was curt. “I 
don’t believe the polls,” he said. 

Biden acknowledged missteps since taking over 
from Trump, citing “a year of challenges”. These 
included that he “didn’t anticipate” the ferocity of 
Republican obstruction to his agenda in Congress. 
On COVID testing capabilities, which continue to 
struggle to meet demand, he said “we should have 
done it quicker.” Biden likewise said he understood 
“frustration” over steadily rising prices, which he 
blamed on COVID-related supply chain issues. 
Fighting inflation will be “hard and take a lot of 
work”. “It’s going to be painful for a lot of people,” 
he said, noting that high prices were being felt “at 
the gas pump, the grocery stores and elsewhere.” 

On one of the most traumatic episodes of his 
presidency - the chaotic and rushed final withdraw-
al from the 20-year long Afghanistan war - Biden 
said flatly: “I make no apologies.” “There was no 
way to get out of Afghanistan after 20 years easily,” 
he declared. The press conference, which defied the 
widely shared image of Biden as shrinking from 
contact with the media, focused especially heavily 
on the looming crisis in Ukraine, where the United 
States is leading Western efforts to find a diplomatic 
solution to Russia’s military posturing on the bor-
der. 

Biden said he was ready to meet with Putin and 
bluntly warned the Kremlin leader that an attack on 
Ukraine would be “a disaster” for Russia. However, 

Biden raised eyebrows when he appeared to sug-
gest that a small-scale attack by the Russians would 
prompt much less pushback from the West. The 
White House quickly issued a statement clarifying 
that what he meant was that any military invasion 
would prompt a “severe” response, while non-mili-
tary aggression, like paramilitary attacks, would be 
met with a “reciprocal” response. Powerful 
Republican Senator Lindsey Graham described 
Biden’s comment as “unnerving”. 

With a State of the Union speech to Congress 
set for March 1, Biden faces a diminishing period to 
engineer a strategy to fight off a Republican come-
back at midterm congressional elections this 
November. Republicans are forecast to crush his 
party and take control of the legislature. That risks 
bringing two years of complete obstruction from 
Congress, likely including threats of impeachment 
and a slew of aggressive committee probes. 

Trump, who continues to perpetuate the lie that 
he beat Biden in 2020 and seeks to undermine 
Americans’ faith in their election system, is eyeing 
an attempt at another presidential run in 2024. 
Biden confirmed he would keep Kamala Harris as 
his vice presidential running mate in a re-election 
bid. And he said that while Democrats proved 
unable to use their razor-thin congressional majori-
ty to pass two big priorities-the Build Back Better 
social spending bill and election law reforms - they 
could instead settle for passing “big chunks” of the 
legislation. 

A reminder of that failure came later Wednesday 
evening when Democrats in the Senate were unable 
to pass a raft of voting rights reforms in the face of 
a Republican blockade. Biden said in a statement he 
was “profoundly disappointed” after the Democrats 
failed to advance two major bills, or to trigger the 
“nuclear option” of doing away with the 60-vote 
threshold required to move legislation forward in 
the 100-member chamber. 

Above all, Biden in his press conference empha-
sized his desire to leave the confines of the White 
House after a year featuring a decidedly light travel 
schedule. “I find myself in a situation where I don’t 
get a chance to look people in the eye, both 
because of COVID and the situation in 
Washington,” he said, describing how he wanted to 
“connect with people, let them take a measure of 
my sincerity”. — AFP 

Defiant Biden 
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“To date, we know the surface of the moon better 

than the deep ocean,” said UNESCO Director-General 
Audrey Azoulay, adding that only 20 percent of the 
world’s seabed has been mapped. 

“The discovery of this reef in such a pristine condi-
tion is good news and can inspire future conservation,” 
said Laetitia Hedouin, a marine biologist at French 
research agency (CNRS). “We think that deeper reefs 
may be better protected from global warming.” Most 
of the world’s known reefs have been found at depths 
of up to 25 m and the UN heritage body said the Tahiti 
reef could suggest there are more areas of healthy 
coral in the ocean’s unmapped “twilight zone”. 

“This remarkable discovery in Tahiti demonstrates 
the incredible work of scientists who, with the support 
of UNESCO, further the extent of our knowledge 
about what lies beneath,” said Azoulay. French 
Polynesia suffered a significant bleaching event back in 
2019, but this newly discovered reef does not appear 

to have been significantly affected. “These corals do 
not show signs of stress or disease,” Hedouin told AFP. 

Bleaching occurs when healthy corals become 
stressed by spikes in ocean temperatures, causing 
them to expel algae living in their tissues, leaving 
graveyards of bleached skeletons where vibrant 
ecosystems once thrived. Starfish can also ravage 
corals by eating them. Temperature sensors have been 
placed in the area as part of a program to analyze why 
the corals appear to be unaffected by climate change 
and to monitor its population dynamics. 

Coral reefs cover only a tiny fraction of the ocean 
floor, but they are home to at least a quarter of all 
marine animals and plants. In October, the Global Coral 
Reef Monitoring Network said dynamite fishing, pollu-
tion, but mostly global warming had wiped out 14 per-
cent of the world’s coral reefs between 2009 to 2018. 
Hardest hit were corals in South Asia and the Pacific, 
around the Arabian Peninsula, and off the coast of 
Australia. 

Oceans absorb more than 90 percent of the excess 
heat from greenhouse gas emissions, shielding land 
surfaces but generating huge, long-lasting marine 
heatwaves that are pushing many species of corals 
past their limits of tolerance. A single bleaching event 
in 1998 caused by warming waters wiped out eight 
percent of all corals.—AFP 
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 The same team carried out another similar experi-

ment on Nov 22. The newly announced surgery took 
place on Sept 30, 2021. It involved placing two kidneys 
from a genetically-modified pig inside a person, 57-
year-old Jim Parsons, who had wanted to be an organ 
donor but his organs were deemed unsuitable. 

“The transplanted kidneys filtered blood, produced 
urine and, importantly, were not immediately rejected,” 
UAB said in a statement. The kidneys remained viable 
until the study was ended 77 hours later, and the find-
ings were published in the peer-reviewed “American 
Journal of Transplantation”. Moreover, because the 
kidney was fully connected inside the body, the UAB 
team says their procedure is a step closer to becoming 

a clinical reality. They plan to soon move into human 
trials and then seek regulatory approval. 

The donor pig had 10 key genetic modifications to 
make its organs suitable for human transplant. All 
donor pigs involved in the four known pig-to-human 
transplants came from a herd from Revivicor, a sub-
sidiary of the biotech company United Therapeutics 
Corporation. Previous research has found such pig 
transplants suitable for non-human primates. 
According to official US data, there are nearly 
107,000 Americans awaiting an organ - 90,000 of 
whom need a kidney.  Seventeen Americans die each 
day while waiting for an organ. 

Early xenotransplantation research focused on har-
vesting organs from primates - for example a baboon 
heart was transplanted into a newborn known as “Baby 
Fae” in 1984, but she survived only 20 days. Today, pig 
heart valves are widely used in humans, and pig skin is 
grafted on human burn victims. Pigs make the ideal 
donors because of their organ size, their rapid growth 
and large litters, and the fact they are already raised as 
a food source. — AFP 

Pig kidney 
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Kuwait forces conduct joint fire drill

ARIFJAN, Kuwait: Kuwaiti Fire Service, National Guard, Civil Defense and the Army take part in the “Shamel 7” fire drill in the Arifjan area, 65 km south of Kuwait City, yesterday. — Photos by Yasser Al-Zayyat

KUWAIT: Research Scientist of Nanotechnology 
and Advanced Materials Program at Kuwait 
Institute for Scientific Research (KISR), Dr Adel 
Ismael was awarded the Arab regional award by 
The World Academy of Sciences (TWAS), for sci-
ences in developing countries for the year 2021.In a 
statement, KISR mentioned that the award is given 
to those who tangibly contribute to the simplifica-
tion of sciences and the development of strategies 
that serve the spread of science and technology in 
developing countries. 

The institute added that Dr Ismael’s focus on 
Nanotechnology and its applications in easing 
daily life qualified him to win the award. Dr 
Ismael’s research revolved around producing 
Nano-sized catalysts to eliminate toxic industrial 
pollutants like pesticides cyanobacteria and 
organic compounds produced by industries like 
textiles, chemicals and petrochemicals. The scien-
tific production also focused on transforming air 
polluting carbon dioxide into beneficial liquid fuel, 
as well as producing thin layers of titanium diox-
ide particles on glass window surfaces to assist 
self-cleaning applications. 

The World Academy of Sciences (TWAS), locat-
ed in Italian city of Trieste, is an academy estab-
lished for developing countries, uniting 1,000 scien-
tists in some 70 countries and aiming to promote 
scientific capacity and excellence for sustainable 
development in developing countries.  —KUNA
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TOKYO: Kuwait’s trade surplus with Japan almost 
quadrupled from a year earlier to JPY 66.4 billion ($580 
million) in December on higher export bills, government 
data showed yesterday. The surplus surged by 277.4 
percent, up for the ninth consecutive month, and Kuwait 
posted black ink with Japan for 13 years and 11 months, 
the Finance Ministry said in a preliminary report. Kuwaiti 
overall exports to Japan soared 128.8 percent year-on-
year to JPY 78.7 billion ($688 million) for the ninth 
straight month of expansion. Imports from Japan slid 
26.7 percent to JPY 12.3 billion ($108 million), down for 
the fourth month in a row. For the whole of 2021, Kuwait 

logged a trade surplus of JPY 565.9 billion (USD 4.9 bil-
lion), up 68.1 percent from the previous year. 

Middle East’s trade surplus with Japan jumped 168.1 
percent to JPY 839.8 billion ($7.3 billion) last month, 
with Japan-bound exports from the region inflating 
107.4 percent from a year earlier. Crude oil, refined 
products, liquefied natural gas (LNG) and other natural 
resources, which accounted for 95.2 percent of the 
region’s total exports to Japan, grew 110.1 percent. The 
region’s overall imports from Japan also rose 5.4 percent 
on demand for machinery, manufactured goods and elec-
trical machinery. 

Japan posted a global trade deficit of 582.4 billion 
($5.4 billion) in December for the fifth consecutive month 
of red ink, as surging energy prices pushed up the value 
of its imports. Exports from the world’s third-biggest 
economy rose 17.5 percent from the year before, thanks 
to robust shipments of automobiles to the US and steel 
to South Korea. Imports jumped 41.1 percent on higher 
bills of crude oil, LNG and coal. — AFP 
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