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KUWAIT: The Indonesian population in 
Kuwait dropped from almost 70,000 in 
2009 to barely 6,000 in Kuwait in 2021. 
Newly-designated ambassador of 
Indonesia to Kuwait Lena Maryana 
Mukti explained the reasons for this 
drastic fall in an interview with Kuwait 
Times. In 2009, the Indonesian govern-
ment decided to stop sending domestic 
helpers to the Middle East including 
Kuwait, citing contract violations, abuse 
and mistreatment against their domestic 
helpers. Recently, Kuwait has been send-
ing requests to renegotiate and resume 
the deployment of Indonesian domestic 
helpers, but due to the coronavirus pan-
demic, these requests have been put on 
hold. Some excerpts: 

Kuwait Times: Kuwait has been try-
ing to renegotiate with Indonesia on the 
redeployment of domestic helpers. What 
is the current situation in this regard? 
Can we expect a return of domestic 
helpers soon?  
Mukti: We cannot expect domestic 
workers from Indonesia will come soon. 
The moratorium on the placement of 
Indonesian domestic workers is national 
policy that is not only applied to Kuwait, 
but to all Middle East countries. Our gov-
ernment is currently unable to consider 
the lifting of the moratorium for various 
reasons, including national politics, as the 
issue is regarded as very sensitive. The 
government initially imposed a moratori-
um on women going to the Middle East 
to work as domestic helpers in 2009. So 
far, Indonesia will continue to stand by its 
decision not to send domestic workers to 
the Middle East.  
 

Kuwait Times: How is Indonesia 
fighting the coronavirus? What is the lat-
est rate of vaccination and how do you 
see Indonesia’s post-COVID recovery? 

Mukti: Indonesia’s coronavirus full 
vaccination rate is 43.04 percent. As of 
January 18, 2022, the number of con-

firmed COVID-19 positive cases rose by 
1,362 from the previous day to reach 
4,273,783 cases. In this same period, the 
number of deaths rose by nine to 
144,183, while the number of recovered 
patients rose by 564 to 4,120,036. 
Indonesia is currently implementing a 
more restrictive form of lockdown, 
wherein non-essential and non-critical 
commercial activities are not allowed. 
Domestic travel is restricted, while inter-
regional travel is permissible only with a 
vaccination certificate or a valid negative 
COVID-19 test result.  

 
Kuwait Times: Please tell us about 

your community in Kuwait. What is the 
total number of Indonesians before and 
after the pandemic?  

Mukti: Based on Kuwait’s ministry of 
interior data, our community in Kuwait is 
estimated at around 6,500 in 2019. 
However, with the outbreak of COVID-
19, this number is expected to decline. 
We estimate the current figure to be 
5,000 to 5,500 people. We want to 
focus on skilled workers while we still 
have the moratorium. We have provided 
oil and gas workers too. Kuwait request-

ed medical doctors, but we are not able 
to provide them because we also need 
them, but we provided some medics 
including nurses. There are a few 
remaining domestic workers working at 
Kuwaiti houses, and some are working in 
the services sectors. 

 
Kuwait Times: Can you tell us your 

priorities/goals as first woman ambassa-
dor of your country to Kuwait?  

Mukti: I was a former member of the 
Indonesian parliament and am a political 
appointee. My mission is to work with 
Kuwait and our people. I presented my 
credentials and have been working now 
for almost a month in Kuwait. I invited 
HH the Amir to visit our country, since a 
high-level meeting took place a while 
ago. But we had several meetings on the 
level of ministers in 2019. We were sup-
posed to have meetings in 2020, but due 
to the coronavirus, we put them on hold 
and are now looking for new dates. 
When Omicron subsides, we expect our 
minister of foreign affairs to visit Kuwait, 
inshallah, this year.  

As a woman ambassador, my advoca-
cy would be of course about the welfare 

and well-being of women. I want to share 
our experiences in Indonesia, especially 
since we have the largest Muslim popula-
tion in the world. We had issues of radi-
calism and pluralism, but we managed to 
be moderate as a nation. Issues about 
women are very close to my heart. I am 
happy that in Kuwait there are around 
eight women ambassadors. At the same 
time, I would like to see more women in 
the Kuwaiti parliament and Cabinet, as 
they only have a few.  

 
Kuwait Times: Tell us about bilateral 

relations with Kuwait in all areas of con-
cern - political, economic, trade and 
investment, culture, education and 
tourism.  

Mukti: Indonesia and Kuwait have a 
long-established friendship since diplo-
matic relations were founded in February 
1968. We lend support to each other, 
particularly in UN bodies, given our sim-
ilar commitment to global peace, stability 
and security. We also share a similar 
interest in nurturing closer cooperation 
in priority areas in the future.  

On September 2019, the two govern-
ments concluded the first Joint 

Commission Meeting (JCM), during 
which both sides signed an MoU on 
visa exemption for diplomatic and serv-
ice passports, an MoU on diplomatic 
capacity building and an MoU on 
research and higher education coopera-
tion. The second joint commission ses-
sion was planned to be held in Jakarta 
in 2020, but has been delayed due to 
the pandemic.  

The economic relationship between 
the two countries is on the right track, 
although the pandemic does add more 
obstacles in terms of creating a stable 
rapport in trade and investment cooper-
ation. The trade value has significantly 
declined due to the uncertainty in 
procuring raw materials and transporta-
tion disruptions. This resulted in slow 
demand for Indonesian products in 
Kuwait (due to the high cost of trans-
portation), while Kuwait’s businesses 
were also deeply impacted because of 
the pandemic.  

In general, Indonesian promotion of 
its culture has been well-accepted by 
Kuwaitis. Cultural promotion is also used 
as an effort to promote tourism. This is 
because the summer vacation in Kuwait 
(June-August) is when most Kuwaitis 
spend their holidays abroad to avoid the 
extreme temperatures above 50∞ C. In 
2020, promotional efforts were carried 
out through Indonesia’s participation in 
three international events - Kuwait 
Aviation Show, Kuwait Market culture 
and friendship festival at Kuwait Zoo, 
and the Kuwait Unites Us cultural diver-
sity festival in Hawally governorate.  

In the field of education, since 2016, 
the Kuwaiti government has provided 
scholarships for two Indonesian citizens 
every year to study undergraduate pro-
grams, namely law and Arabic literature, 
at Kuwait University. The Kuwaiti gov-
ernment also provided seven Indonesian 
citizens with scholarships to study 
Arabic at the Kuwait University lan-
guage center. Scholarship recipients are 
Indonesian citizens residing in Indonesia.
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Indonesia may not lift ban on domestic  
sector recruitment soon: Ambassador

Number of Indonesians in Kuwait dropped to 6,000 in 2021

The newly-designated Ambassador of Indonesia to Kuwait Lena Maryana Mukti responds during the interview. — Photo by Yasser Al-Zayyat

Central Circle Company signs  
exclusive contract with Bayer
KUWAIT: Central  Circ le  Company 
announced the signing of an exclusive contract 
with Bayer Consumer Health, a giant among 
German pharmaceutical manufacturers,  to 
market and distribute its products in Kuwait.  

Central Circle CEO Dr Ziad Yousuf Al-
Alyan said during a ceremony that Bayer 
Consumer is one of the largest pharmaceutical 
companies in the world and that Aspirin is one 

of its most important products. 
He sa id  that  s igning the agreement  is 

another achievement by Central Circle. “We 
are proud of this partnership while Central 
Circle will continue its efforts to bring in the 
best and most modern medicines, consum-
ables, equipment and medical services for 
Kuwait medical sector both for government 
and private,” he added. 


