
By Nawara Fattahova

KUWAIT: Book lovers can enjoy reading at the
cozy Bliss and Paper bookstore in the heart of
Kuwait City. Located in Dasman Complex, Bliss and
Paper welcomes visitors daily from 8:00 am to
10:00 pm. The store opened in August 2021.

Bliss and Paper encourages reading, writing and
recycling. “We were a nonprofit organization for
eight years. Initially we were located at Bayt
Lothan, then at Dar Al-Athar Al-Islamiyyah. After
that we moved here and changed the concept to a
bookstore cafe, while remaining a community
bookstore,” owner Fajer Ahmad told Kuwait Times.  

She has been collecting books since 2013. “I
currently have around 11,000 books at this book-
store, apart from books in storage. Around 5,000
books available here are also displayed online. I
also have rare books such as the first English
translation of the Holy Quran by George Sale, and
Carsten Niebuhr’s book that first mentions the
name of Kuwait,” she said.

The main goal of Fajer is to recycle. “All the
books that are available here are recycled. People
donated these books and received ‘credits’ from us.
They can use these credits to buy books, drinks or

snacks from us. Everything in our store is com-
postable and recyclable,” she noted. “We pay more
for packaging to make sure our disposables do not
include plastic. This includes the straws and cups.
Everything is zero plastic and zero waste. We don’t
throw anything. We even use the coffee waste to
make scrubs,” added Fajer. 

The majority of books are in English and Arabic.
“We have a few books in foreign languages, but
they are rare, like maybe one or two books. We also
sometimes receive obsolete books, such as how to
use Excel 2000, for instance. So we either don’t
accept them or recycle them by using their pages to
make artworks. We have also rejected some banned
or offensive books. We have some vintage books
that are not published anymore. We also have
books that were never printed in Kuwait, although
they include information about Kuwait in the 1950s
or 1960s,” Fajer explained.   

“There is a special room for kids, as we focus on
children and encourage them to read. We also rent
our meeting room, which can accommodate up to
six people. People can also rent the place for book
launches, book reviews or discussions, TV inter-
views or photoshoots,” stressed Fajer. Some people
just come to read. “We encourage reading and

writing. On average, we have around 30 to 40 peo-
ple coming during weekdays, and around 200 dur-
ing weekends. Most people come in the evenings.
During the daytime, most visitors are from this
building (Dasman Complex),” she concluded.   
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Photo of the Day

KUWAIT: Kuwait skyline is pictured on a cold morning yesterday. The minimum temperature in Kuwait is forecast to drop below zero during the weekend, espe-
cially in desert areas, Kuwait Meteorological Department said yesterday. — Photo by Fouad Al-Shaikh

Fajer Ahmad poses for a photo at her bookstore Bliss and Paper. 
—Photos by Yasser Al-Zayyat

NEW YORK: Ambassador Al-Otaibi addresses the United
Nations Security Council (UNSC).— KUNA

‘Bliss and Paper’, a haven 
for book lovers in Kuwait

Kuwait condemns 
attacks on UAE
NEW YORK: Kuwait has affirmed its condemna-
tion of Monday’s terrorist attacks that targeted
civilian installations in the United Arab Emirates.
These offensives, carried out with drones unleashed
by the Houthi militias, constituted explicit breach of
the international and humanitarian laws, conven-
tions, humanitarian values as well as a dangerous
threat to the Gulf stability, said Ambassador
Mansour Al-Otaibi, the State of Kuwait permanent
representative to the UN. 

Ambassador Al-Otaibi, addressing a session of
the United Nations Security Council (UNSC) on the
Middle East namely the Palestinian cause, affirmed
the State of Kuwait solidarity with the UAE, sup-
porting Abu Dhabi with respect of any steps it may
take to safeguard its security and stability. The
drones’ attacks targeted a fuel storage facility and a
spot adjacent to Abu Dhabi Airport, killing at least
three people and wounding several others. The
Kuwaiti envoy expressed condolences to the UAE
for suffering victims of this terrorist offensive and
wished quick recovery for the injured. Kuwait is
keen on partaking in such debates within quarters
of the UNSC “out of our belief in the significance of
the Palestinian cause as a central issue for the Arab
and Muslim nations,” ambassador Al-Otaibi said. 

He reiterated support for the UN efforts to
restore stability to the occupied Palestinian territo-
ries, ensure delivery of humanitarian aid to victims
of the Zionist entity’s  crimes and attacks on the
Palestinian people.” It is rather regretful that we
begin the new year from the point that closed the
past year, where Zionist entity, the power undertak-
ing the occupation, pursues its belligerent policy
against the unarmed Palestinian people and its
schemes to annex more Palestinian territories in the
West Bank including East Jerusalem,” he said fur-
ther. Recent UN reports affirm that Zionist entity’s
settlement policy is continuing in the West Bank,
where the Zionist authorities approve applications
for building hundreds of new residential units in the
illegal settlements, he said. 

These reports have also warned of mounting
violence perpetrated by the settlers against the
Palestinian people, namely the elderly, the women
and the children, seizing their properties and lands
in addition to demolishing their houses without
any retribution for these crimes. He affirmed the
urgent need to halt such acts to avert re-eruption
of violence, reminiscent to the events last year
when 324 Palestinian were killed and 850 houses
were destroyed, in addition to forcing 1,000 others
from their houses. The crimes by the Zionist entity
not only jeopardize any chance to resume negotia-
tions, but also maintain the approach to Judaize
Jerusalem and undermine the aspired two state
settlement, thus depriving the Palestinians any
opportunity to establish a viable, sovereign and
independent state. —KUNA 

Bookstore cafe in downtown city encourages reading, writing and recycling 

Indian embassy to
celebrate Republic 
Day virtually
KUWAIT: Celebrations of the Republic Day
of India will be organized by the Embassy of
India in Kuwait, with complete adherence to
COVID-19 related protocol and guidelines on
26 January 2022. As there will be no physical
gathering for the event at the embassy premis-
es, Indian diaspora and friends of India in
Kuwait are invited to join the celebrations of
Republic Day virtually, given the prevailing
circumstances, Indian embassy said in a press
release.

Indian Ambassador Sibi George will unfurl
the national tricolor at 9 am at the embassy
premises and read out the message of
President of India. “Please join us online for
the 73rd Republic Day celebrations on 26
January 2022 from 0900 hrs onwards virtually.
The event will be live streamed on embassy’s
social media handles,” the release further said.
All members of the Indian Community in
Kuwait are invited to join the embassy to sing
the National Anthem of India virtually at 9 am,
the release further added.


