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Dembele must 
leave before 
end of January 
MADRID: Barcelona director of football Mateu
Alemany said Ousmane Dembele must leave before
the end of January after the French international
made it clear he does not want to stay at the club.
Dembele, who joined from Borussia Dortmund in
2017 in a deal worth 140 million euros ($158.9 mil-
lion), will be able to leave for free when his contract
expires in the summer.

Barca have been desperate to avoid that happen-
ing and with debts of over a billion euros, could at
least pocket a fee for the 24-year-old if he is sold in
the current transfer window. “With Ousmane and his
agent we began conversations around July so it’s
been six months and a bit,” Alemany said yesterday.

“We’ve talked, we’ve talked, we’ve talked. Barca
has made different offers. “We’ve tried to find a way
for the player to continue with us but these offers
have been systematically rejected by his agents and
today, January 20, eleven days before the last period
of his contract ends, it seems obvious to us that the
player does not want to continue at Barcelona and
he is not committed to Barca’s future project.

“In this scenario he and his agents have been
informed that he must leave immediately because we
want players committed to this project and therefore
we hope that a transfer will take place before
January 31.”

Dembele has been left out of Xavi Hernandez’s
squad to face Athletic Bilbao in the Copa del Rey
last 16. “The sporting consequence of all this, as
agreed by our coach, is that we do not want to have
players who are not committed to the project and
who do not want to be at Barca,” Alemany said.

“The club is obviously not the one that should
decide this, it is the coach, and he has decided it.
“But he has all our support and we understand it
perfectly. It seems to us absolutely the correct
approach.”

Xavi said on Wednesday “we cannot wait any
longer” and that “either the player renews or we
look for an exit for the player, there is no other
possibility.” He also said he is “not contemplating”
leaving Dembele sitting in the stands until the
summer. —AFP

YAOUNDE: Seven-time champions Egypt clinched a place
in the Africa Cup of Nations last 16 on Wednesday by
defeating neighbours Sudan 1-0, a result which sent five
other countries including Ivory Coast through as well.
Nigeria finished Group D with a third successive win as
they beat Guinea-Bissau 2-0, leaving runners-up Egypt to
face the winners of Group E in the next round, and a poten-
tial clash with the Ivorians.

Mohamed Abdelmonem’s header at a corner 10 minutes
before half-time in Yaounde sent the Pharaohs through and
eliminated Sudan, and also saw Ivory Coast, Mali, Gambia,
Malawi and Cape Verde qualify without kicking a ball. “I
think Egypt deserved to win this game without any doubt
given the opportunities we created and the football we
played,” said Egypt coach Carlos Queiroz.

“Our sin was not to score the second goal. If you
score the second goal the game is finished. I will say it
very clear, if I’ll be able to win all the games 1-0 till the
end I will be happy.”

Egypt’s victory guaranteed Cape Verde and Malawi will
qualify as two of the four best third-placed sides. Ivory
Coast lead Group E with four points and can finish no lower
than third regardless of their result Thursday against reign-
ing champions Algeria.

The same applies to Gambia and Mali in Group F. Both
nations have four points from two games. Three-time for-
mer winners Nigeria continued their fine start to the com-
petition by sweeping aside Guinea-Bissau courtesy of sec-
ond-half goals from Umar Sadiq and captain William
Troost-Ekong.

Three in a row for Nigeria 
Nigeria caretaker coach Augustine Eguavoen made eight

changes to his team with top spot already secure, but it was
Kelechi Iheanacho-the match-winner against Egypt-who
supplied the cross for Sadiq to tap in on 56 minutes.

Moses Simon came off the bench and played the main
role in Nigeria’s second goal, twisting past two defenders
in the box before hammering a shot against the crossbar.
Troost-Ekong turned in the rebound from close range, with
an initial offside decision against the defender overturned
by VAR.

The Super Eagles will stay in Garoua to play a third-
placed team in the last 16 on Sunday. Cape Verde will take on
Sadio Mane’s Senegal in Bafoussam on January 25, while
Malawi will meet Morocco on the same day in Yaounde after
reaching the knockout rounds for the first time.

The remaining three slots will be determined later after
the final round of matches in Group E and Group F. Algeria,
whose 35-match unbeaten run was ended by Equatorial
Guinea, must beat Ivory Coast in Douala to avoid a shock
early exit after picking up just one point from two games.

The Equatoguineans are second in the section going into
their game with Sierra Leone, who held Algeria 0-0 in their
opener and then snatched an injury-time equaliser to draw 2-
2 with Ivory Coast.

Tunisia could be without 12 players including skipper
Wahbi Khazri against surprise Group F leaders and debu-
tants Gambia because of COVID-19. The Carthage Eagles,
the 2004 winners, will qualify for the last 16 unless they suf-
fer a defeat by six goals or more. —AFP

Ivory Coast, Mali, Gambia, Malawi and Cape Verde qualify without kicking a ball

Egypt make Cup of Nations 
last 16 as six teams advance

YAOUNDE, Region du Centre: Egypt’s forward Mohamed Salah (R) challenges Sudan’s defender Mazin
Mohamedein Alnour Mohamed (L) during the Group D Africa Cup of Nations (AFCON) 2021 football
match between Egypt and Sudan at Stade Ahmadou Ahidjo in Yaounde. —AFP

Man Utd back on
track but grumpy 
Ronaldo mars win 
LONDON: Ralf Rangnick defended
Cristiano Ronaldo after the Manchester
United star’s petulant reaction to his
substitution cast a shadow over their 3-
1 win at Brentford on Wednesday.
Rangnick’s side were indebted to David
de Gea for a superb first-half display
that kept Brentford at bay before
United finally sprang to life in west
London. Anthony Elanga put United in
front early in the second half before
Mason Greenwood and Marcus
Rashford wrapped up their first win in
three Premier League games. But it was
Ronaldo’s grumpy response to
Rangnick’s decision to haul him off in
the 71st minute that could prove the
evening’s lasting image.

Shaking his head and muttering to
himself, Ronaldo appeared to say some-
thing to Rangnick as he brushed past
him. Angrily throwing his coat to the
floor, Ronaldo pointed at his chest while
his team-mates on the bench nervously
looked away. Rangnick initially ignored
Ronaldo before sitting next to him and

patting the Portugal forward on the leg
as he attempted to placate him. The 36-
year-old’s strop will raise fresh ques-
tions about his willingness to fit into
Rangnick’s system after his latest
underwhelming display.

However, Rangnick refused to criti-
cise Ronaldo when asked about his
behaviour. “It’s normal, he’s a striker and
wants to score goals. He came back
from a little injury and for me it is
important to bear in mind we have
another game in a few days’ time,”
Rangnick said. “We were 2-0 up, the
same as at Aston Villa. I decided to
defend that lead this time and it was the
right decision to switch to a back five.”
United at least avoided another embar-
rassing result after losing at home to
Wolves and letting a two-goal lead slip
in a draw at Aston Villa in their previous
two league games.

They sit seventh in the table, two
points adrift of the top four as they
chase qualification for next season’s
Champions League. “I wouldn’t say a
strong conversation but obviously we
had to change a few things; first half we
were not good in all aspects of the
game,” Rangnick said of his half-time
message to his players.

“We gave away almost every second
ball. In the second half we were more

urgent, we were attacking them high up
the pitch.”

Ronaldo, back after missing two
matches with a hip problem, was nearly
gifted an early goal when debutant
keeper Jonas Lossl dropped a cross at
the forward’s feet, but the Bees were
able to scramble clear.

Thomas Frank’s fired-up team went

close through Bryan Mbeumo, whose
low shot forced a fine save from De
Gea. Brentford were well on top and
Mads Bech Sorensen saw his strike
deflected into the side-netting off Bruno
Fernandes. Ivan Toney tore through
United’s defence, setting up Mathias
Jensen for a shot that was well saved by
De Gea. —AFP

LONDON: Brentford’s English-born Jamaican defender Ethan Pinnock (L)
tackles Manchester United’s Swedish striker Anthony Elanga during the
English Premier League football match between Brentford and Manchester
United at Brentford Community Stadium in London. —AFP

Atletico dumped 
out of Copa by 
Real Sociedad
MADRID: Atletico Madrid’s season went from
bad to worse on Wednesday as they were
knocked out of the Copa del Rey by Real
Sociedad. A comfortable 2-0 victory for La Real
sent them through to the quarter-finals while
Atletico are left needing to beat Manchester
United in the Champions League last 16 to have
any chance of rescuing their season.

Diego Simeone’s team are effectively out of
the La Liga title race already given they sit 16

points behind Real Madrid and they were beaten
by Athletic Bilbao last week in the semi-finals of
the Spanish Super Cup.

The Copa del Rey appeared their only realistic
chance of silverware left but instead they were
convincingly beaten at the Reale Arena, where
goals from Adnan Januzaj and Alexander Sorloth
were enough to put the Basque side through.

“Last season was magnificent and this season
is proving to be very difficult,” said Simeone.
“The opportunities are there, we have the
league and the Champions League.” Atletico
Madrid have now managed only two victories in
their last eight games in all competitions. In the
league they have registered just one clean sheet
in seven.

“The only way to improve is to help the play-
ers, to give them confidence and peace of mind at

this time when the situation is complicated,”
Simeone said. “The dynamics are not good but
let’s think positively. I am an optimist and I
believe in my players.”

Januzaj and Atletico’s Yannick Carrasco both
hit the post early on before Januzaj gave Real
Sociedad the lead in the 33rd minute when he
somehow wriggled in front of three Atletico
defenders to head in off the post.

More sloppy defending then gifted the hosts
a second as Felipe disastrously tried to turn on
the ball when he was Atleti’s furthest man back,
and Sorloth robbed it off him before going
through to finish.

Real Sociedad join Mallorca, Rayo Vallecano,
Cadiz, Valencia and Real Betis in the quarter-
finals, with Real Madrid facing Elche and
Barcelona playing at Athletic Bilbao. —AFP


