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MELBOURNE: Daniil Medvedev tamed Nick Kyr-
gios to surge into the Australian Open third round
yesterday and avoid joining Garbine Muguruza and
Emma Raducanu on the list of high-profile casualties.
Also out on a day of shocks was former world number
one Andy Murray, losing to Japanese qualifier Taro
Daniel in straight sets, as the Grand Slam roared into
life on day four.

Second seed Medvedev is the highest seed left in
the men’s draw and the favourite after the deportation
of reigning champion Novak Djokovic on the eve of
the tournament. But the 25-year-old Russian faced a
stern test of his title credentials-and temperament-in
the face of an unpredictable but talented Kyrgios, who
revved up the home crowd in their prime-time evening
showdown.

The 26-year-old Australian beat Medvedev, the
reigning US Open champion and last year’s losing fi-
nalist in Melbourne, in their only two previous clashes.

It was a madhouse inside Rod Laver Arena with show-
man Kyrgios dealing out all his assortment of un-
playable serves and tweeners before a partisan home
crowd, while embroiled in a running battle with the
chair umpire.

But calculating Medvedev dealt with it all to ease
through 7-6 (7/1), 6-4, 4-6, 6-2 and will now face
Dutchman Botic van de Zandschulp in the third round.
Medvedev was not happy with some of the antics of
the crowd. “I came to win this match and I am happy
that I was able to do so,” he said.

“It’s not your choice when you get booed between
first and second serves, it’s not easy, I just had to stay
calm.” Greek fourth seed Stefanos Tsitsipas, chasing a
maiden major, also fought his way through 7-6 (7/1), 6-
7 (5/7), 6-3, 6-4 over former world number one junior
Sebastian Baez of Argentina.

“I’m glad I overcame that obstacle today. Lots of
fighting, a little bit of swearing, but I’m glad to be in the

third round,” said Tsitsipas, who is next up against the
talented but moody Frenchman Benoit Paire.

There was to be no fairytale run for Britain’s three-
time major champion Murray, going down 6-4, 6-4, 6-
4 to 120th-ranked Daniel, who moves into the third
round of a Slam for the first time. The 34-year-old Mur-
ray, who had career-saving hip surgery in 2019 and
thought that he may never return to the Australian
Open, appeared weary after emerging from a five-set
epic in the first round. Safely through round two was
fifth seed Andrey Rublev, who will now face Marin Cilic,
the 27th seed from Croatia who lost the 2018 Australian
Open final to Roger Federer. Australian wildcard Chris
O’Connell pulled off an upset with a straight-sets win
over 13th seed Diego Schwartzman of Argentina.

Suffering Raducanu out 
There were more shocks in the women’s draw, with

third seed Muguruza, US Open champion Raducanu

and sixth seed Anett Kontaveit all suffering upsets. The
19-year-old Raducanu, the 17th seed but making her
debut in Melbourne, struggled with blisters on her
serving hand as Montenegro’s Danka Kovinic defeated
the Briton 6-4, 4-6, 6-3.

WTA Finals winner Muguruza is also out, losing 6-
3, 6-3 to 61st-ranked veteran Alize Cornet. “I am a bit
of a dinosaur on the tour,” said Cornet, who turns 32 on
Saturday. Kontaveit, seen by many as a serious title
contender after a breakout 2021, committed 27 un-
forced errors as she was stunned 6-2, 6-4 by fast-rising
Danish teenager Clara Tauson.

But second seed Aryna Sabalenka lives to fight an-
other day, just, after coming from a set down for the
second successive match to beat China’s world number
100 Wang Xinyu. The Belarusian has struggled with her
serve since arriving in Australia and totted up 19 double
faults-six in the opening game alone-before managing
to drag herself through 1-6, 6-4, 6-2. — AFP

Medvedev tames showman Kyrgios 

MELBOURNE, Victoria: Russia’s Daniil Medvedev hits a return against Australia’s Nick Kyrgios during their men’s singles match on day four of the Australian Open tennis tournament in Melbourne yesterday. —AFP

Weary Murray dumped out of Australian Open

Sixers’ Embiid
scores 50, Nuggets’
Jokic 49 in NBA wins
LOS ANGELES: Philadelphia center Joel Embiid

and Denver Nuggets big man Nikola Jokic lit up the
NBA on Wednesday, underscoring their MVP cre-
dentials in leading their teams to victory. Embiid
matched his career high with 50 points in a display
of ruthless efficiency that fueled the 76ers’ 123-110
victory over the Orlando Magic.

Reigning NBA Most Valuable Player Jokic scored
49 points in a triple-double that also featured 14 re-
bounds and 10 assists, powering the Nuggets to a
130-128 overtime triumph over the Los Angeles Clip-
pers. Jokic scored 37 points in the second half and
overtime.

The Serbian star handed out his 10th assist of the
contest with 2.2 seconds left in overtime when, facing
a double team himself, he lofted a cross-court pass
to Aaron Gordon for a tie-breaking three-pointer.
Gordon’s fourth three-pointer of the game made it
130-127 and proved to be the game-winner. The Clip-
pers made it 130-128 with a free throw after Denver
reserve Davon Reed received a technical foul for
coming onto the court after Gordon’s basket.

But Clippers guard Reggie Jackson couldn’t get his
three-pointer to fall at the buzzer. Jokic notched his
10th triple-double of the season, connecting on 16 of
25 shots from the field, including three of five from
three-point range.

Embiid was even more efficient, connecting on 17
of 23 shots from the field and putting up his half-cen-
tury in just 27 minutes on court. “Fifty in 27, that’s the
most impressive part,” Sixers coach Doc Rivers said.

“That was easy, quick, efficient and determined.”
Embiid made eight of 10 shots in scoring 23 points

in the third quarter. His step-back three-pointer with
25 seconds left in the third put Philadelphia up 92-80
and took his tally to 47 points-two more than the rest
of his teammates combined to that point.

His dominant effort helped the Sixers, trailing by
10 at halftime, out-score the Magic 47-23 in the third
and take a 94-80 lead into the fourth quarter. “I was
feeling great,” said Embiid, who also pulled down 12
rebounds and blocked three shots.

Embiid played less than a minute in the fourth
quarter, scoring three points-all on free throws-to
take his tally to 50 then remaining on the bench as
the Sixers led all of the final frame. He joined Hall of
Famers Wilt Chamberlain and Allen Iverson as the
only 76ers with multiple 50-point games.

“I thought even tonight I was making fadeaways
all over the place and getting to the free-throw line,”
Embiid said. “But at the same time I was still moving
the ball. “These guys have a lot of trust in me, and
they’re also looking for me,” Embiid added of his
teammates. “It doesn’t matter any time in the game,
the ball is always going to find me.”

Nets hold off Wizards 
Dallas star Luka Doncic and Brooklyn’s Kyrie Irv-

ing both posted season-highs to lead their teams to
victory. Irving helped the Nets thwart a late Wizards
rally in Washington to escape with a 119-118 victory,
their first since star Kevin Durant was sidelined by a
knee sprain on Saturday.

Irving’s 30 points were his most since he rejoined
the team this month despite his decision not to be
vaccinated against COVID-19, which means he can’t
play home games because of New York’s vaccine
mandate. In Dallas, Doncic scored 41 points with 14
rebounds and seven assists in the Mavericks’ 102-98

victory over the Toronto Raptors.
Meanwhile, the Los Angeles Lakers’ struggles

continued with a 111-104 loss to the Indiana Pacers.
Pacers guard Caris LeVert scored 22 of his 30 points
in the fourth quarter. Domantas Sabonis scored 20
points with 12 rebounds and 10 assists and Malcolm
Brogdon chipped in 19 points for the Pacers.

LeBron James scored 30 points and pulled down
12 rebounds but it wasn’t enough against a Pacers
team that notched just their second win in 12 games.
Fueled by LeVert, the Pacers overpowered Los An-
geles in the fourth quarter and the Lakers’ fourth de-
feat in five games will likely turn up the heat on coach
Frank Vogel. — AFP

WASHINGTON: Montrezl Harrell #6 of the Washington Wizards goes to the basket against the Brooklyn Nets
during the first half at Capital One Arena in Washington, DC. —AFP


