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Kuwait, US renew commitment to 
regional security, joint interest4 COVID death toll crosses 

over 5.6 million globally5 US president to send troops to  
eastern Europe amid tension

Barty ends 44-year drought  
in ‘dream come true’ Open165

UAE-trained Giants Brigades  
set to ‘repel’ Houthi attacks

Houthis warn of further attacks on UAE
DUBAI: A UAE-trained militia said yesterday some 
of its fighters remained on the front lines in key 
Yemeni conflict zones as part of defensive measures 
after driving out the Houthi rebels. The Giants 
Brigades said it had begun repositioning its forces 
after pushing the insurgents back from oil-rich 
Shabwa province and stopping short of launching a 
northward offensive towards the strategically vital 
city of Marib. 

The surprise announcement followed two drone 
and missile attacks by the Houthis on the United 
Arab Emirates, the first of which killed three oil 
workers. Having lost ground to the Emirati-trained 
forces, the Houthis have warned of further attacks 
on the UAE unless such operations are halted. The 
wealthy Gulf state pulled out of Yemen in 2019 but 
remains an influential player in a Saudi-led coalition 
supporting the internationally recognized govern-
ment against the Iran-backed rebels. 

“The forces completed their mission in liberat-
ing the district of Shabwa and securing it and 
pushed the Houthis out of the district of Harib, 
south of Marib,” a Giants Brigades official, who 
spoke on condition of anonymity said. “The force 
that was repositioned did not leave the front lines, 
but rather began putting up defensive measures to 

repel any military attacks by the Houthis. “What is 
not yet liberated in Marib (province) is left up to 
the government which has hundreds of thousands 
of soldiers, and it is their turn to kick out the 
Houthis from Marib.” 

The Houthis and pro-government troops have 
been engaged in months-long battles in the south, 
north and west of Marib city, the government’s 
last northern holdout. The Giants Brigades, fight-
ing as part of the Saudi-led pro-government 
coalition, dealt a serious blow to the Houthi cam-
paign after moving into Shabwa. After their 
defeats in Shabwa, the rebels seized a UAE-
flagged ship on January 3 before launching a 
deadly strike on Abu Dhabi on January 17. A sec-
ond strike a week later was intercepted. 

An Emirati official said Thursday that Houthi 
attacks would not become a “new normal” for the 
UAE, vowing a robust defense. “This is not going to 
be the new normal for the UAE,” the official told 
AFP on condition of anonymity. “The UAE has 
world class defense capabilities and is constantly 
seeking to update them.” The Yemen conflict, which 
erupted in 2014, has killed hundreds of thousands of 
people directly or indirectly and left millions on the 
brink of famine, according to the UN. — AFP 

JIZAN: A general view shows the Jizan region of southwest Saudi Arabia near the Yemeni border. Houthi 
fire from Yemen this month on the UAE, traditionally a haven of security in a turbulent Middle East, stirred 
alarm at home and abroad, but for many Saudis it’s nothing new. — AFP 

KUWAIT: The government will not 
be able to attend the special session 
today to address the measures it has 
taken to counter the spread of the 
coronavirus (COVID-19), said a 
minister yesterday. Speaking to 
KUNA, Minister of State for 
Cabinet Affairs Mohammad Al-Rajhi 
affirmed that the Cabinet (and the 
Ministry of Health in specific) was 
eager to answer MPs’ inquires on 

the government’s COVID-19 coun-
termeasures. However, its request to 
postpone the session for another 
date was refused. 

He added that recent COVID-19 
developments and the increase in 
infection rates required the full 
attention of the ministry to minimize 
virus exposure - noting that the 
Cabinet asked the parliament’s 

Continued on Page 2 

Cabinet ‘will not’ attend 
a special COVID session

WASHINGTON: A powerful winter storm packing 
heavy snow and high winds pummeled the US East 
Coast yesterday, forcing the cancellation of thou-
sands of flights as severe weather alerts were 
sounded across a region of around 70 million peo-
ple. With blizzard warnings in effect, cities like New 
York and Boston bore the brunt of the storm yester-
day morning, but the far-reaching system also hit 
the Mid-Atlantic. 

Continued on Page 2 

Powerful winter  
storm slams into  
eastern US

BOSTON: Heavy winds and snow cause near white-out conditions on 
Clarendon St as Winter Storm Kenan bears down yesterday in Boston, 
Massachusetts. — AFP 

BAGHDAD: A handout picture shows a damaged stationary aircraft on the 
tarmac of Baghdad airport, after rockets reportedly targeted the runway, on 
January 28, 2022. —AFP 

BAGHDAD: Six rockets were fired at the 
Iraqi capital’s airport, causing damage but 
no casualties, security sources said - the lat-
est in a string of attacks the US blames on 
Iran-linked militias. The rockets hit Baghdad 
International Airport’s runways or parking 
areas, one of the sources said. “One civilian 
plane has been hit and damaged,” this 
source, based at the interior ministry, said. 

A second security source confirmed the 
attack consisted of six rockets that fell 
around civil installations at the airport, 
damaging a stationary plane. A third source 
identified the plane as a Boeing 767 
belonging to the state-owned Iraqi Airways, 
noting that it was not in service and was 
undergoing repairs The attack was not 
immediately claimed. 

Recent months have seen rocket and 
drone attacks target the US embassy in 
Baghdad’s high-security Green Zone, a US 
diplomatic facility at the airport and troops 
belonging to a US-led coalition stationed at 
Iraqi bases. The attacks are rarely claimed 
but are routinely pinned on pro-Iran fac-
tions, who demand that US troops who were 

deployed to help Iraqi forces fight the 
Islamic State group leave the country. 

The US-led coalition ended its combat 
mission in Iraq in December, four years 
after Iraq’s government declared victory 
over the jihadists. But roughly 2,500 
American soldiers and 1,000 coalition sol-
diers will remain deployed in Iraq to offer 
training, advice and assistance to national 
forces. On January 3, US forces downed 
two armed drones that targeted the coali-
tion at Baghdad airport, according to a 
coalition source. 

On January 13, three people, including 
two children, were wounded by a rocket 
that hit a school in the Green Zone, while 

Continued on Page 2 

Six rockets target  
Baghdad airport,  
damaging plane

MANILA: The Philippines will re-open to 
fully vaccinated tourists from most countries 
on February 10 and lift quarantine require-
ments, officials said, nearly two years after 
closing its borders to contain the coron-
avirus. Tourism operators across the archi-
pelago nation famed for its beaches and dive 

spots have been devastated by a plunge in 
international visitors and restrictions on 
domestic travel. 

Their misery was worsened by a super 
typhoon that smashed into the country in 
December, wiping out resorts, restaurants 
and bars in popular tourist destinations. “The 
tourism industry can now recover and it can 
contribute big to jobs, livelihoods and the 
country’s economic growth,” presidential 
spokesman Karlo Nograles told a briefing. 

A previous plan to welcome back tourists 
from December 1 was suspended after the 
emergence of the hyper-contagious Omicron 
variant that has since ripped through the 

Philippines. Friday’s announcement allows for 
the resumption of visa-free travel for short 
visits by nationals from the 157 countries who 
already enjoyed permit-free entry to the 
Philippines before the pandemic began. 

Fully vaccinated tourists from countries on 
the list will need to test negative for COVID-
19 shortly before flying to the Philippines and 
will not have to quarantine on arrival. The list 
excludes China, the Philippines’ fastest-
growing tourist market, as well as Taiwan and 
India. But it includes Manila’s remaining top-
10 tourism sources, such as the United States, 
South Korea, Japan, Australia, Canada, and 
Britain. —AFP (See Page 7)  

Philippines  
to re-open  
to tourists

QUEZON CITY: People walk past vegetables on sale at a market in Quezon 
city, suburban Manila. — AFP 
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TUNIS: Tunisian Foreign Minister Othman Jerandi 
spoke highly of the deep-rooted relationship 
between his country and Kuwait and appreciated as 
central the role of Kuwait in regional and global 
affairs. “Thanks to its composed foreign policy, the 
State of Kuwait expresses the true voice of the Arab 
world, bridging the rifts 
among different coun-
tries, and promoting 
international peace and 
security,” he said. 

Jerandi made the 
comments in an inter-
view yesterday on the 
eve of his visit to Kuwait 
to take part in the con-
sultative meeting of the 
Arab foreign ministers. 
Kuwait Foreign Minister 
and Minister of State for 
Cabinet Affairs Sheikh Dr Ahmad Nasser Al-
Mohammad Al-Sabah will chair the meeting. The 
Tunisian minister said his country holds in high 
esteem the Kuwaiti leadership, government and 
people, and appreciates the principled stances of 
Kuwait in serving the Arab causes. “The State of 
Kuwait plays a leading role in using its good offices 
in finding peaceful solutions to crises inside the 
Arab region and beyond,” he affirmed. 

On the bilateral ties, he said Tunisia and Kuwait 
maintain close relationship and fruitful cooperation 
in various fields, thanks to the keenness of both 
sides to take the relations to a new height. At the 
behest of their leaders, both countries work dili-

gently to strengthen their ties and realize the aspi-
rations of their peoples, he pointed out. In early 
October 2020, President Kais Saied, of Tunisia, vis-
ited Kuwait and met His Highness the Amir of 
Kuwait Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah 
to offer condolences over the demise of late Amir 

Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad 
Al-Jaber Al-Sabah. 
During the summit meet-
ing, both leaders stated a 
shared desire to open 
new horizons for cooper-
ation and deepen the 
friendly ties, the minister 
recalled. The relationship 
gained momentum 
through the noble deci-
sion of His Highness the 
Amir Sheikh Nawaf Al-
Ahmad Al-Sabah to pro-

vide a lifeline to Tunisia when it suffers severe 
shortage of medical supplies and oxygen in the 
peak of coronavirus outbreak in mid-July 2021. “His 
Highness the Amir also instructed providing Tunisia 
with advanced firefighting equipment to help con-
trol the wildfires in the northern areas in last 
August,” Jerandi went on. 

 
Diplomatic school 

On his diplomat career, the Tunisian foreign min-
ister said he started as ambassador to Kuwait for 
nine years during which he was able to learn from 
the Kuwaiti diplomatic school founded by late Amir 
Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah. “The 

late Amir was a staunch defender of not only 
Kuwait’s but all Arab causes as well; he was a true 
mentor for all diplomats on the Arab and interna-
tional scales. His Highness the Amir Sheikh Nawaf 
follows the same path of his predecessor in pursu-
ing a composed policy, bridging the gaps in inter-
Arab relations and expressing the true voice of the 
right in all issues,” the minister pointed out. 

Dealing with diplomatic coordination, Jerandi 
said he is in constant contact with Sheikh Dr Ahmad 
Nasser Al-Sabah to address the various bilateral, 
regional and international issues. “We have mutual 
confidence enough to address all files candidly and 
transparently. This coordination was thrown into 
sharp relief when Kuwait handed over its non-per-
manent seat at the UN Security Council to Tunisia 
in late 2019. There had been a chain of in-depth 
consultations four months earlier regarding the top-
ics on the agenda of the Council,” he recalled, not-

ing that the views of both countries proved to be 
identical on all issues. 

 
Palestine question 

The missions of both countries to the United 
Nations in New York prioritized the Palestine ques-
tion and were able to foil the attempts of some par-
ties to exclude this issue from the agenda of the UN 
Security Council, Jerandi revealed. “Kuwait stuck to 
its honorable stance and was able to establish the 
rule of debating the Palestine question at the 
Council on monthly basis, and we have followed 
suit,” he stated. Based on shared values, both coun-
tries maintain close coordination regarding the 
major issues of, inter alia, international peace and 
security, childhood, women and crisis management, 
he said, noting that their “two missions to the UN 
Security Council served as one for four years.” 

Jerandi commended Kuwait’s efforts to achieve 
rapprochement among the Gulf Cooperation 
Council (GCC) member countries and address the 
Lebanese state of affairs. Regarding the Arab con-
sultative ministerial meeting, he expressed optimism 
about the event being chaired by Sheikh Dr Ahmad 
Al-Nasser who took the initiative in convening the 
meeting. Jerandi voiced hope that candid, construc-
tive and transparent consultations will help find 
viable solutions to the issues of Palestine, Syria and 
Libya, as well as the Arab national security, the Arab 
relations to Asia and Africa. He expected that the 
ministerial meeting will enhance the Arab solidarity 
ahead of the Arab Leaders’ Summit, due in Algeria 
in March, and the Arab-African Summit, due in 
Saudi Arabia in the following month. — KUNA 

Kuwait plays central role in regional 
affairs: Tunisian Foreign Minister 

Kuwait, Tunisia missions in UN prioritized Palestinian question: Jerandi

Kuwait 
expresses 
true Arab  

voice
Tunisian Foreign Minister Othman Jerandi

KUWAIT: Kuwait’s Minister of Foreign Affairs 
and Minister of State for Cabinet Affairs Sheikh 
Dr Ahmad Nasser Al-Mohammad Al-Sabah 
received yesterday UAE State Minister of 
Foreign Affairs Khalifah Shaheen Al-Marar on his 
official visit to the country. The meeting touched 

on the bilateral ties between the two countries 
and the latest regional and global developments.  

Kuwait hosts Arab Foreign Ministers’ consulta-
tive meeting today at Salam Palace to discuss the 
issues and challenges facing the Arab countries. This 
comes as Kuwait has been leading the foreign min-
isters’ council since last September. During the 
156th foreign ministers’ session held in Cairo last 
September, Kuwait’s Foreign Minister Sheikh Dr 
Ahmad Nasser Al-Mohammad Al-Sabah led the 
Kuwaiti delegation to the gathering. Sheikh Dr 
Ahmad Nasser, head of the current session, and 
Arab League’s Secretary General Ahmad Aboul-
Gheit will hold a news conference today.  — KUNA

Kuwait’s Foreign 
Minister receives 
UAE counterpart

KUWAIT: Kuwait’s Minister of Foreign Affairs Sheikh Dr Ahmad Nasser Al-Mohammad Al-Sabah meets UAE 
State Minister of Foreign Affairs Khalifah Shaheen Al-Marar. — KUNA 

Indian Ambassador meets 
Kuwait’s Health Minister
KUWAIT: Ambassador of India to Kuwait Sibi 
George met recently with Kuwait’s Minister of 
Health Dr Khaled Mhawes Al-Saeed, and discussed 
with him, inter alia, ways to strengthen bilateral 
relations in health sector including the fight against 
COVID0-19, Covaxin, recruitment of medical pro-
fessionals from India and other diaspora matters. 

Ambassador George had also met earlier with 
Kuwait’s Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Oil 
Dr Mohammad Al-Fares. During the meeting, they 
discussed ways to enhance bilateral cooperation in 
various fields including hydrocarbons and renew-
able energy, in addition to engineers’ issue and oth-
er diaspora matters. 

Ambassador of India to Kuwait Sibi George meets Kuwait’s Minister of Oil Dr Mohammad Al-Fares.

BAGHDAD: Iraqi soldiers man a checkpoint in the capital Baghdad, following a reported rocket attack on 
the country’s airport. — AFP 
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Freeze alerts were raised as far south as Florida, 

where the National Weather Service (NWS) warned of 
“scattered to isolated falling iguanas from trees” as 
plunging temperatures temporarily paralyzed the large 
lizards, which can weigh up to 20 pounds. Salt 
machines and snowplows crawled along the streets of 
New York, where as much as four inches of snow had 
fallen. 

Mayor Eric Adams had tweeted Friday that a foot 
(30 centimeters) of snow was predicted, and warned 
that “Mother Nature has a tendency to do what she 
wants.” He urged New Yorkers to stay home if possi-
ble. Some 3,500 flights were canceled yesterday trav-
eling within, into or out of the United States, according 
to flight tracker FlightAware, and 701 flights have 
already been canceled for today. 

Cancellations on Friday totaled more than 1,450. The 
NWS warned of “dangerous blizzard conditions” along 
portions of the Mid-Atlantic and New England coasts, 
with predicted snowfall accumulations of more than two 
feet in the area around Boston. Snowfall rate would 
range from two to four inches per hour, and strong winds 
would cause “scattered power outages.” “Expect white-

out conditions and nearly impossible travel at times,” the 
service said. 

The governors of New York and New Jersey 
declared a state of emergency, while Boston Mayor 
Michelle Wu declared a snow emergency. “It is going 
to get quite ugly out there,” she said in an early-morn-
ing television interview from City Hall. “This is going to 
be a historic storm.” Massachusetts residents had 
rushed Friday to buy groceries, as well as snow- and 
ice-melting pellets to help keep their sidewalks and 
driveways clear. 

By yesterday morning, Boston Public Works said 
500 snow plows were already hard at work on the city 
streets. The storm will produce extremely cold temper-
atures with dangerous wind chills today morning, the 
NWS said. “Get home safely tonight, remain home 
over the weekend, avoid any unnecessary travel,” New 
York Governor Kathy Hochul said in a statement, sin-
gling out Long Island, New York City and the lower 
Hudson Valley for particularly deep snow. 

She also urged people who had to travel to fill their 
car gas tanks and keep supplies such as ice scrapers, 
blankets and water in their vehicles. The NWS Eastern 
Region reported Friday that the storm was expected to 
intensify rapidly over the next 24 hours, a meteorologi-
cal event sometimes referred to as a “bomb cyclone.” 
The blizzard comes on the heels of a similar winter 
storm that blanketed a swath of Eastern North America 
- from Georgia to Canada - just two weeks ago, cut-
ting power to thousands of homes and also disrupting 
thousands of flights. — AFP 

Powerful winter  
storm slams into...
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leadership to coordinate with MPs to postpone 

the session for a few days to enable the ministry to 
fully address the lawmakers’ inquiries. Al-Rajhi reaf-
firmed that the government was keen on informing 
the public on the measures to counter COVID-19 in 
a date agreed upon later.  

The National Assembly’s special session would 
be focusing on a parliamentary request to review 
the Cabinet’s measures to curb the spread of 
COVID-19 and also travel restriction during the 
pandemic. The decisions made by the emergency 
health committee and the Health Ministry would be 
put under parliamentary scrutiny in light of the 
recent global trend, which is geared towards view-
ing COVID-19 as an endemic. Restrictions on the 
unvaccinated, the need for booster jabs, vaccinat-
ing the 5-12 age group, price of PCR tests, other 
coronavirus related issues would be on the table 
for discussion. — KUNA

Cabinet ‘will not’ 
attend...

Continued from Page 1 
 
 two other rockets fell inside the US embassy com-

plex, without causing casualties. In September, an 
“armed drone” attack targeted Arbil international airport 
in Iraqi Kurdistan, where a base hosts coalition troops. 

Meanwhile, Iran’s foreign ministry yesterday con-
demned a rocket attack against Baghdad airport that 
took place the previous day as an act that seeks to 
“destabilize” Iraq. Iran condemns “the targeting of 
Baghdad airport” in an attack that aims to “destabi-
lize” Iraq, foreign ministry spokesman Saeed 
Khatibzadeh said in a statement. 

“Such suspicious actions have created insecurity 
and unrest in Iraq, paving the way for the ill-wishers 
and the insurgents, and affecting the government’s 
services to the Iraqi citizens,” he added. 

The rockets fell around civil installations at the air-
port, damaging an out of service Boeing 767 belong-
ing to state-owned Iraqi Airways. The attack prompt-
ed Kuwait Airways to suspend its flights to Iraq, the 
airline said on Twitter. 

Recent months have seen rocket and drone attacks 
target the United States embassy in Baghdad’s high-
security Green Zone, a US diplomatic facility at the 
airport and troops belonging to a US-led coalition 
stationed at Iraqi bases. Such attacks mounted after 
the US assassinated the commander of the Quds 
Force of the Iranian Revolutionary Guards, Major 
General Qassem Soleimani, and his Iraqi lieutenant 
Abu Mahdi al-Muhandis, in a January 2020 drone 
strike near Baghdad airport. — AFP 

Six rockets target  
Baghdad airport...
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KUWAIT: Minister of Health Dr Khaled Al-Saeed
discussed with the COVID-19 team yesterday the
capacity and readiness of hospitals in case the
number of patients in COVID-19 wards and ICUs
continues to grow, after Kuwait  registered
unprecedented numbers of daily coronavirus cas-
es. This came in a statement by the minister after
his  meeting with the
team, in the presence of
Undersecretary Dr
Mostafa Redha, in light
of the rise in occupation
at hospitals and the wor-
rying numbers of deaths
in some countries in the
region. The meeting
comes within the frame-
work of the periodical
follow up of the epidemi-
cal situation and readi-
ness of the country’s health facilities, he said. The
minister lauded all sincere efforts and efficiencies
of all health staff that are putting the country’s
health security, and the safety of nationals and
expats ahead of anything else.

Kuwait reported 5,808 new COVID-19 cases

yesterday in addition to two deaths and 5,547
recoveries. Meanwhile, the number of patients in
ICUs dropped from 88 on Friday to 84 on Saturday.
The number of patients hospitalized on the other
hand increased from 414 to 469, while total active
cases rose from 50,172 to 50,431. The percentage of
daily new cases to new tests dropped from 19.3

percent to 16.6 percent,
while the percentage of
recovery remained almost
unchanged at 90.1 per-
cent, according to the
health ministry’s bulletin.
Some 31,198 swab tests
were conducted over the
same period, out of a total
of 6,853,435 so far, the
ministry added. The new
figures bring total cases
to 534,062, total deaths to

2,494 and total recoveries to 481,137. Kuwait has
reported 12,721 new cases over the weekend as the
country announced 6,913 new cases on Friday; the
highest number of daily record since the start of
the pandemic. Health authorities also reported two
deaths and 5,674 recoveries on Friday. —KUNA

Health minister discusses hospitals’
readiness amid COVID cases’ spike

Kuwait reports 5,808 new COVID one day after setting new record

12,721 new 
cases over 

the weekend

KUWAIT: Minister of Health Dr Khaled Al-Saeed speaks during a meeting with the COVID-19 team
yesterday. —KUNA

KUWAIT: Zain officials with MOH’s team during the campaign.

Zain offered
COVID-19 booster
shot to staff
KUWAIT: Zain, the leading digital service provider in
Kuwait, held a fourth COIVD-19 vaccination campaign
for its staff at its main headquarters in Shuwaikh in
collaboration with the Ministry of Health. The company
provided the booster shot of the COVID-19 vaccine to
its employees with the aim of supporting the nation’s
efforts in immunizing the community. 

Zain considers itself an active partner of the
Ministry of Health and other institutions in protecting
the local community against the threats of the pan-
demic. Since the early days of the crisis, Zain was keen
on effectively responding to the efforts of various
authorities in the nation by supporting initiatives and
programs that contributed to lessening the health, eco-
nomic, and social impacts of the pandemic. 

The fourth internal vaccination campaign came as a
continuation of the first three campaigns Zain held back
in June and July of 2021 and January 2022, where a large
number of Zain staff received their vaccinations at the
company’s main headquarters. The Ministry of Health’s
medical and administrative teams were present a fourth
time to administer booster shots in an effort to reinforce

the immunity of the largest number of employees.
Zain expressed its utmost appreciation and grati-

tude to the Ministry of Health’s officials for responding
to its call to conduct the four internal vaccination cam-
paigns, as well as for their keenness on being present
at the company’s main HQ to coordinate the campaign
efficiently. The company hopes such initiatives would
contribute to imprinting a positive impact in strength-
ening social immunity and supporting MOH’s efforts in
protecting the nation from the pandemic. 

Throughout the past two years, Zain has showcased
the spirit of responsibility as a leading national compa-
ny by making its human and tech resources available to
shoulder the public sector and maintain the nation’s
wellbeing. The company also launched numerous social
awareness campaigns aimed at elevating the health
and safety of the community. Not only that, but Zain
was also keen on continuing its support of social, edu-
cational, and cultural initiatives - which it has always
been a top supporter of - in a virtual format this time
to adhere to official health measures and guidelines to
keep everyone involved safe. 

Zain’s tireless efforts have extended throughout the
year, where it has launched its own social initiatives,
supported existing health and social programs, in addi-
tion to handling the crisis, all under its corporate sus-
tainability and social responsibility strategy. Being one
of the biggest private sector leaders in the country,
Zain was keen on reflecting its role by supporting the
public sector, especially during crises which show the
nation’s true soul.

KUWAIT: A collision between a sports utility
vehicle and a truck left a citizen dead and an Arab
resident critically injured, Kuwait Fire Force said
on Friday. The accident took place on King Fahad
Road and was handled by Abdullah Port firemen,
it added, noting that an investigation was opened
into the case. Meanwhile, Mishref and Bedaa fire-
men responded to a fire in a Sabah Al-Salem area

building. Residents were evacuated, as the fire
was put out, KFF said. An investigation was
opened to reveal the cause of the fire which
broke out Thursday evening, it noted. Separately,
airport cargo customs officers foiled an attempt
to smuggle around two tons of chewing tobacco,
which is a banned substance by commerce and
health ministries.

Embassies refute
rumors, explain
travel conditions
By Nawara Fattahova

KUWAIT: Travel restrictions are systematically chang-
ing depending on the pandemic situation. Massive
losses have led to some relief in health restrictions on
travel. Some European countries have announced lift-
ing most restrictions by February. Meanwhile, some
social media users posted a list of 10 countries claim-
ing they have lifted all restrictions, including PCR tests,
vaccination certificates and quarantine.

But this information is not accurate. Kuwait Times
contacted six of these countries’ embassies and
received the following information: None of these
countries is imposing mandatory quarantine.
Surprisingly, Japan is currently closed to all visitors,
and its embassy is not issuing any kind of visa.

The exact opposite is Mexico, which welcomes vis-
itors from all over the world with no restrictions at all.
“Any visitor can enter Mexico without any PCR test
prior or after the flight, even if they aren’t vaccinated.
Of course no quarantine is imposed. We encourage

tourism, and the visit visa costs $48,” said the secre-
tary at the Mexican Embassy.  

To enter Brazil, a passenger must be fully vaccinat-
ed and have a negative PCR test result not older than
72 hours. The same rule applies for travelling to Spain,
where the traveler must submit their vaccination cer-
tificate along with the visa application. The Czech
Republic applies the same rule with additional online
registration on a public health passenger locator form.  

Turkey is a little easier to travel to, as fully vaccinat-
ed visitors don’t need to undergo a PCR test, while
unvaccinated travelers should have a negative PCR test
result not older than 72 hours. The official website of
Sweden states there is temporary entry ban on enter-
ing the country. To mitigate the effects of the spread of
COVID-19 and reduce the outbreak, a temporary ban
on entry to the EU via Sweden is also in force.

Updated and accurate information on PCR tests is
always provided by airlines. According to an employee
of an agency that facilitates issuance of visas to the
European Union, tourists from Kuwait are very inter-
ested to travel to Europe. “People have started to
apply for visit visas for the summer, as they want to
avoid crowding at the beginning of the season. During
the pandemic, many European countries shortened the
period of the Schengen visa to only one month instead
of the previous 90 days. But every embassy sets its
own rules, as I think they want to compensate for their
losses,” the agent told Kuwait Times. 

Motorist dead in King 
Fahad Road collision



KUWAIT: Kuwait and the United States
renewed their joint commitment to
boosting stability and security within the
region, as well as bolstering joint interest.
This came in joint statement following the
fifth round of strategic dialogue between
the US and Kuwait, inaugurated by US
Secretary of State Anthony Blinken, and
Kuwait’s Foreign Minister and State
Minister for Cabinet Affairs Sheikh Dr
Ahmad Nasser Al-Sabah on January 26,
2022 in Washington DC.

The two parties reiterated commit-
ment to defensive collaboration, cyberse-
curity, bilateral trade and investment as
well as health challenges, climate change,
travel facilitation, cultural educational
partnership and the improvement of
human rights and women empowerment.
It also indicated that the two officials dis-
cussed the strong bilateral relations,
recalling the 30th anniversary of Kuwait’s
liberation beginning with desert storm
operation. The two top diplomats also
handled issues of international and
regional pri-
orities; espe-
cially that
Kuwait is
president of
Arab league
on ministerial
level, as well
as develop-
mental col-
laboration in
terms of
global finan-
cial priorities via Kuwait Fund for Arab
Economic Development (KFAED). They
commended the advanced technical dis-
cussions held between the US agency for
international development and KFAED in
regards to proposal of collaboration to
support economic rejuvenation in Yemen.

Regional affairs
On Iraq, the statement stressed the

importance of a stable Iraqi government,
devoid of foreign interference, express-
ing support to making progress in solv-
ing maritime border issues. The state-
ment also praised Kuwait’s generous
support to connecting Iraq to the GCC
electric grid. On Syria, the two affirmed
the need to execute Security Council
resolution number 2254 for the year 2015
in regards to ending Syrian conflict and
achieving complete and lasting stability.
The United States and Kuwait reiterated
their commitment to defeating the so-
called the Islamic State (IS) and their
stance against Iran’s destabilizing influ-

ence, as they are key partners in the
global coalition against IS.

Regarding Yemen, both governments
asserted the necessity of bringing peace
into the country and ensuring free influx
of humanitarian aid to the Yemeni people.
When it came to the Afghani matter, the
US lauded Kuwait’s valuable contribution
to the transportation of American citizens
and others from Afghanistan. The two
countries expressed appreciation for the
bilateral defensive partnership and
Kuwait’s long-lasting hosting of
American forces, adding that both gov-
ernments aspire for a safer and more
secure future for the region, through
continuous updating of Kuwaiti armed
forces, and the sturdy partnership with
the US. The two sides looked into
threats facing the region, and ways to
bolster defensive partnership through
improvements, training, drills and opera-
tions, clarifying that the two reaffirmed
importance of collaborating to counter
terrorism.

The state-
ment also
added that
the US
expressed its
appreciation
for Kuwait’s
o n g o i n g
commitment
to bolstering
anti-money
l a u n d e r i n g
practices, as

well as countering terrorism through data
exchange and negotiations with the US
Justice Department, while also boosting
joint work against financiers of terrorism
via several congregations including
Terrorist Financing Targeting Center. The
two countries voiced support for
increasing data exchange to enhance
passengers and cargo search, in an effort
to face global threats, following the sign-
ing of a letter of intent on cooperation in
cybersecurity in 2018.

The statement indicated that the two
sides would continue to work on boost-
ing electronic defense mechanisms in
Kuwait, specifically for financial estab-
lishments and vital infrastructure, adding
that both look forward to lay plans for
cybersecurity with Kuwait National
Security Bureau. They commended the
exchange and skill building workshops
led by US Justice Department to assist
Kuwaiti investigators and public prose-
cutors to prevent and monitor criminal
activity within the cyberspace. On that

note, Kuwait asserted its determination
to join international experts’ networks to
preserve electronic evidence in relation
to legal investigation and monitoring of
criminal activity. The state of Kuwait also
affirmed its commitment to strengthening
the international institute for justice and
its activities through donating EUR
200,000 to support the establishment.

The two sides also asserted the
importance of protecting freedoms and
expanding workers’ rights, saying they
were looking forward to Kuwait’s contin-
uous efforts in advancing women’s rights,
including the launch of Kuwait’s shelter
for domestic violence (Fanar center).
Moreover, Kuwait welcomed the election
of the US for membership of the UN’s
human rights council, looking forward to
working together especially that Kuwait
is a candidate for the council’s member-
ship for the years 2024-2026. The United
States praised Kuwait’s efforts in pro-
tecting intellectual property, as the two
parties affirmed commitment to working
together on global health security and
facing the pandemic. The two signed a
Memorandum of Understanding (MoU)
regarding the prevention, discovery and
limiting of biological threats.

Climate change
As for climate change, the two sides

articulated their adherence to countering
climate change following the UN’s Paris
agreement, aiming to curb the rise of
temperature and keeping it at 1.5 centi-
grade via accelerating work called on by

Glasgow climate summit, as well as ambi-
tious national contributions. The two
countries also decided upon furthering
collaboration in field of food security
.They also affirmed their commitment to
the safety, security, leisure and fair treat-
ment according to the law, of their citi-
zens, in Kuwait, the United States and
across the globe. The statement wel-
comed the advancements achieved by
the two nations in providing consular
notification and arriving to detained citi-
zens, indicating the cooperation to pre-
vent international cases of kidnapped
children by parents and solving the issue
according to the rules and regulations of
each country.

The United States also welcomed
Kuwait’s commitment to the European
council agreement on prisoners’ transfer.
The two countries highlighted the thou-
sands of Kuwaiti citizens studying
abroad in the US, the bilateral efforts in
bettering the quality of English language
teaching in Kuwait, as well as expanding
college counseling and increasing com-
munication between American universi-
ties and Kuwaiti students. The two sides
praised the increase of visitors’ numbers
and cultural programs including the most
recent collaboration between New York’s
Arabic orchestra and Loyac’s academy
for preforming arts. The two nations
renewed their commitment to furthering
collaboration in all fields that could bene-
fit their governments and people, and
aspiring to more advancements in
upcoming round of dialogue hosted by
the state of Kuwait.  —KUNA
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News in brief

60+ expats visa decision official

KUWAIT: The decision to allow expats aged 60
years and over and who do not hold a university
degree to renew their visas has officially become
effective after it has been published in today’s
issue of the state’s official gazette ‘Kuwait Al-
Youm’. The Public Authority for Manpower
decided last week to allow expats who are 60
years and over and who hold a secondary degree
or lower to renew their residencies by paying an
annual fee of KD 250 and a health insurance,
ending a problem that continued for well over
one year. The children of Kuwaiti women, their
husbands and Palestinians holding travel docu-
ments are exempted from the decision.

FM calls counterparts

KUWAIT: Kuwait’s Foreign Minister and
Minister of State for Cabinet Affairs Sheikh Dr
Ahmad Nasser Al-Mohammad Al-Sabah
received a phone call Friday from Canadian
Foreign Minister Melanie Joly. During the call,
both sides shed light on the bilateral ties between
the two countries and ways to enhance coopera-
tion in various fields. Latest regional and global
developments were also touched on during the
call. Sheikh Dr Ahmad also held a similar call with
Nepal’s Foreign Minister Dr Narayan Khadka on
Friday. The two sides discussed the latest region-
al and global developments during the call.

Kuwait’s oil at $90.29 pb

KUWAIT: The price of Kuwaiti oil went down by
94 cents to reach $90.29 per barrel on Friday,
compared with $91.23 pb the day before, Kuwait
Petroleum Cooperation (KPC) said yesterday. In
global markets, the price of Brent crude went
down by 69 cents to $90.03 per barrel, and West
Texas Intermediate decreased by 21 cents to
$86.82 pb.

Kuwait, US renew commitment to
regional security, joint interest

Commitment to defensive collaboration, cybersecurity, health challenges among others

WASHINGTON: Secretary of State Anthony Blinken (right) and Kuwait’s Foreign
Minister Sheikh Dr Ahmad Nasser Al-Sabah attend a press conference following
the fifth round of strategic dialogue between the US and Kuwait in Washington,
DC on Wednesday.  —KUNA

Relief, health, education
priorities of Kuwait’s
humanitarian work
KUWAIT: Kuwaiti  authorit ies continued their
humanitarian activity to provide support and assis-
tance in the region and the world, especially in the
relief, health and educational sectors. The various
actions recently undertaken by Kuwait through its
various institutions focused on supporting the
deprived and the afflicted in Bangladesh, Iraq and
Yemen. Beginning with Bangladesh, the Kuwait Red
Crescent Society (KRCS) signed a cooperation
agreement with the International Committee of the
Red Cross (ICRC) on Wednesday to support and
implement a relief and medical program for the
Rohingya displaced in Bangladesh. In a statement
after signing the agreement, the Chairman of the
Board of Directors of KRCS Dr Hilal Al-Sayer
underlined the importance of this step, which meets
the urgent needs of the Rohingya displaced in
Bangladesh. This agreement comes within KRCS’
humanitarian projects and a continuation of the
Kuwaiti humanitarian mission, as it aims to deliver
and provide relief and health assistance to the
Rohingya, he said. The agreement with the ICRC
supports the health sector along with the water and
sanitation sector, he added, indicating that this
agreement provides a broader scope in humanitari-
an and relief work to alleviate the burden of dis-
placement.

Meanwhile, Head of Regional Delegation for the
Gulf Cooperation Council Countries at ICRC Omar
Odeh said that the signed agreement is evidence of
the essential efforts made by Kuwait-based ICRC,
KRCS and the Kuwait Fund for Arab Economic
Development (KFAED) to support humanitarian
work in the world. Through these joint efforts, thou-
sands of people will receive vital humanitarian assis-
tance including health care, clean water and daily
necessities to improve their living conditions in Cox’s
Bazar city, Bangladesh, he added. The agreement
also reflects the common aspirations of both ICRC
and Kuwait to enhance humanitarian work world-
wide, Odeh stated, thanking to the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs for its pivotal role in achieving this
strategic partnership.

Health projects
In the meantime, Reconstruction Fund for Areas

Affected by Terrorist Operations (REFAATO) in Iraq
announced on Tuesday the completion of 18 health
sector projects within the framework of the first
phase of the Kuwait grant agreement to finance the
urgent program for the health sector amounting to
KD 4.5 million (about $15 million). The reconstruc-
tion projects that were completed within the frame-
work of the first phase included the rebuilding and

equipping of hospitals, health centers along with lab-
oratories in the governorates of Anbar, Mosul, Salah
Al-Din, Diyala and Babil, the fund said in a statement.
Work within the second phase as well as in the gov-
ernorates is st i l l  continuing and has reached
advanced stages of construction that contribute to
reviving the health sector in areas that suffer from a
lack of health services, the statement added. Most of
the sectors, including health, in several Iraqi cities
were destroyed due to the control of the so-called
Islamic State (IS) in the years 2014-17.

The pledges of the countries participating in the
Kuwait International Conference for the
Reconstruction of Iraq, which was held in February
2018, amounted to $30 billion in loans and invest-
ments made to Iraq in order to rebuild what was
destroyed by the war. KFAED and REFAATO in Iraq
signed a grant agreement worth $85 million in 2019
as part of a total grant of $100 million announced by
Kuwait during the donors’ conference to support
Iraq and contribute to covering humanitarian needs.
REFAATO is an Iraqi government agency that coor-
dinates between international organizations and Iraqi
ministries in rapid reconstruction operations and
implements medium and long-term reconstruction
operations in areas liberated from IS control.

Education infrastructure
In Yemen, the Yemeni Deputy Minister of

Education Ali Al-Abab commended the pivotal role
of Kuwait and its support for quality and sustainable
projects that enhance the education infrastructure in
Yemen. This was in a press statement last week on
the occasion of the launch of the mobile educational
school project, as the first project of its kind in
Yemen aiming 900 children in the camps for the dis-
placed in Marib and Hadhramaut governorates, fund-
ed by the Kuwaiti Al-Rahma International Society as
part of a campaign for the seventh consecutive year.
Kuwait continues its humanitarian journey under the
patronage of His Highness the Amir Sheikh Nawaf
Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah, as an extension of the
humanitarian role established by His Highness the
late Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-
Sabah, he pointed out.

Raed Ibrahim, the head of the Communication
Foundation for Human Development which imple-
mented the project, explained that the project, which
is called Idris School, is equipped with four class-
rooms, a library and a computer lab, with a capacity
of 90 students. The project, which is supervised by
the Ministry of Education and with a staff, focuses on
teaching children the basic subjects of the Quran,
Arabic language, mathematics and science for grades
one to four, he said. Idris School is moving between
camps and gatherings of the displaced within a plan
aimed at educating 900 displaced children in the
governorates of Hadhramaut and Marib, he said,
thanking all philanthropists in Kuwait for the efforts
made and funding this project that Yemen is witness-
ing for the first time.  —KUNA

KIB launches FIKRA to
enhance culture of
innovation, collaboration
KUWAIT: In a unique internal staff initiative to create
an engaging work culture among its employees and
support the delivery of KIB’s enhanced digital banking
experience, Kuwait International Bank (KIB) launched
its latest interactive platform, the FIKRA program. The
initiative encourages employees to submit new ideas to
develop KIB’s products, services, and banking opera-
tions - with staff being rewarded for ideas that are
successfully chosen and implemented. 

Speaking about the program, Abdullah Al-Awadhi,
the FIKRA Program Internal Sponsor at the bank, said,
“By launching this new initiative, we seek to create an
engaging and transparent culture between staff and
the Bank’s management, and to come up with con-
structive ideas aimed at improving the overall produc-
tivity and efficiency of our business operations. This is
also part of our ongoing efforts to deliver a digital evo-
lution at KIB, enhancing our experience and elevating
our modern banking solutions. Moreover, this incuba-
tion of innovation and creativity will enhance our
employees’ confidence in themselves and their organi-
zation, and will serve to further motivate them to inno-
vate, expand, and develop in their fields.”

Pointing to the various areas that can be explored
through the FIKRA initiative, Awadhi noted that

employees can share ideas
to launch new banking
products or services, devel-
op existing services and
products, launch new oper-
ations, or improve the per-
formance of any current
banking processes. Awadhi
also explained that success-
ful ideas will be rewarded if
they reach the final round
and will be adopted as part
of KIB’s operations and its
range of banking products and services.

Moreover, Awadhi highlighted that the bank is open to
receiving all ideas presented by its team members from
across all departments. This reflects the message that KIB
wants to spread as part of its values and work culture,
where KIB is willing to listen to its employees and welcome
all their ideas, whether they are right or wrong. This con-
tributes to developing their skills, while refining their work
experience through research processes, idea development,
and allowing employees to learn from their mistakes.

Awadhi concluded his statement by reaffirming
KIB’s commitment to investing in its employees and
continuously developing the work culture among them.
He further stressed KIB’s aspiration to enhance the
bank’s internal company culture and encourage greater
interaction, transparency, and innovation within
departments. This contributes to improving the bank’s
overall employee performance and the services it pro-
vides to all its customers. 

Abdullah Al-Awadhi

KUWAIT: A delegation of members of the
International Women’s Group recently visited the
Botanical Garden at Bayan Palace, which is well known
to be one of Bayan Palace’s outstanding creative proj-
ects. The delegation was received by Alia Al-Muhanna
and a number of Bayan Palace employees.

In order to follow social distancing procedures, the
delegation was divided into two groups. Each group
was taken separately on a tour through the magnificent
garden. While enjoying the beauty of the garden, the

visiting members were delighted with the explanations
given about the nature of the garden, detailing the var-
ious trees, plants and flowers that were brought from
tropical, desert and Mediterranean regions.

At the end of the visit, the President of the
International Women’s Group, the wife of the
Ambassador of the Republic of Italy Cristiana
Balducci, thanked Muhanna and the ladies of her team,
and through them also extended IWG’s grateful thanks
and appreciation to Bayan Palace. 

IWG delegation visits Bayan 
Palace’s Botanical Garden
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BELGOROD, Russia:  A woman walks past a monument to the soldiers killed in action during wars in Afghanistan and Chechnya in the village of Shebekino outside Belgorod, a few kilometers from Ukrainian border. —AFP

WASHINGTON: US President Joe Biden is main-
taining pressure on Russian leader Vladimir Putin
over Ukraine after announcing a small troop
deployment to eastern Europe even as top
Pentagon officials backed a renewed push for diplo-
macy. As Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky
urged Western leaders to avoid stirring “panic” over
the massive Russian troop buildup on his country’s
borders, Putin and French President Emmanuel
Macron agreed on the need for de-escalation.

Neither Putin nor his European and American
counterparts had until now appeared ready to give
ground in the weeks-long crisis, the worst in
decades between Russia and the West.

But according to a Macron aide, Putin told the
French leader in a call lasting more than an hour
that he had “no offensive plans.” In Washington,
Biden nevertheless said Friday he would soon send
a small number of US troops to bolster the NATO
presence in eastern Europe as tensions remain
heightened.

The United States already has tens of thousands
of troops stationed across mostly Western Europe.
At the Pentagon, top officials urged a focus on

diplomacy while saying that Russia now had enough
troops and equipment in place to threaten the
whole of Ukraine. 

Any such conflict, warned the top US general,
Joint Chiefs Chairman Mark Milley, would be “hor-
rific” for both sides. “If that was unleashed on
Ukraine, it would be significant, very significant, and
it would result in a significant amount of casualties,”
Milley said.

But speaking alongside Milley, Defense
Secretary Lloyd Austin said there “is still time and
space for diplomacy. “Mr Putin can do the right
thing as well,” said Austin. “There is no reason that
this situation has to devolve into conflict.”

During his talks with Macron, Putin “expressed
no offensive plans and said he wanted to continue
the talks with France and our allies,” the aide to the
French president said. Their conversation “enabled
us to agree on the need for a de-escalation,” the
aide told journalists. Putin “said very clearly that he
did not want confrontation.”

Complex threat 
Since October, Russia has amassed more than

100,000 combat troops and equipment, as well as
support forces, along its frontier with Ukraine and
more recently in Belarus, which borders Ukraine on
the north. Western officials say Russia has also mus-
tered more air and sea assets in the region, creating
a complex threat like none seen since the Cold War.

Moscow has demanded wide-ranging security
guarantees, including that Ukraine never be allowed
to join NATO. Those demands have been the sub-
ject of intensive negotiations, with the West warning
of far-reaching consequences if diplomacy fails and
Russia attacks.

“We don’t need this panic,” Zelensky told a news
conference with foreign media, expressing concern
over “signals even from respected leaders.” He said
he sought to avoid hurting his country’s already
battered economy. Later this week, British Prime
Minister Boris Johnson is expected to speak with
Putin and add to the chorus of Western leaders
urging him to back down.

Polish Prime Minister Mateusz Morawiecki is due
in Kyiv on Tuesday to meet the president and prime
minister. “Poland supports Ukraine in preventing
Russia’s aggression,” Polish government spokesman

Piotr Muller tweeted. “We will do everything possi-
ble to maintain peace in Europe.”

Russia’s concerns not addressed 
To Macron, Putin made clear that the written

responses from the West to his demands this week
had fallen short of Russia’s expectations, the
Kremlin said. “The US and NATO responses did not
take into account Russia’s fundamental concerns
including preventing NATO’s expansion,” Putin
said, according to the Kremlin’s readout of the call.

He added that the West had ignored the “key
question,” that no country should strengthen its
security at the expense of others, adding Russia
would “carefully study” the responses, “after which
it will decide on further actions.” Russia has also
demanded a pullback of NATO forces deployed to
eastern European and ex-Soviet countries that
joined the alliance after the Cold War.

In a sign of continued tensions, Russia
announced Friday evening it had added several EU
officials to a list of people banned from entering the
country, saying they were responsible for “anti-
Russian policies.” — AFP

Biden to send troops to eastern Europe 
US keeps pressure on Russia amid Ukraine diplomacy push

India caps week of
military pageantry 
with drone show
NEW DELHI: India ended a week of military
pageantry yesterday with a synchronized drone
display showcasing its homegrown tech industry, in
patriotic celebrations marking a milestone in the
country’s independence history.

A thousand aircraft flew in formation in the night
skies above the capital New Delhi, flashing the saf-
fron, white and green of the national flag, before
rearranging themselves into a silhouette of inde-
pendence hero Mahatma Gandhi.

The light show closed a series of extravagant
sunset troop manoeuvres for India’s Beating
Retreat, a music-filled drill ceremony for soldiers
returning to base that has its origins in 17th-century
British military tradition.

It is staged each year three days after the coun-
try’s annual celebrations to mark the anniversary of
India’s 1950 republican constitution. The event has
special significance this year as the nation of 1.4 bil-
lion people prepares to mark 75 years since the end

of British colonial rule in August.
This year’s Beating Retreat sparked a minor local

controversy over the decision by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s government to drop the Christian
hymn “Abide With Me” from the ceremony’s featured

songs. The hymn, said to be a favorite of the London-
educated Gandhi, was dropped because it was a sign
of the country’s colonial past, media reports said,
quoting government sources. The song had been a
permanent fixture of the ceremony since 1950. — AFP

NEW DELHI: India’s Prime Minister Narendra Modi (center, right) with India’s Defense Minister Rajnath Singh
(Center left) poses for a photograph with the National Cadet Corps (NCC) cadets during Prime Minister’s NCC
Rally in New Delhi on Friday. —AFP

COVID death toll
crosses 5.6m globally
LONDON: The number of global deaths from
COVID-19 soared by a fifth worldwide in the last
week to 9,050 per day, according to AFP’s database.
The coronavirus has killed at least 5,635,702 people
since the outbreak emerged in China in December
2019, according to an AFP tally compiled from offi-
cial sources on Friday. The US has recorded the most
COVID deaths with 878,467, followed by Brazil with
625,085, India on 492,327 and Russia 329,443.
Taking into account excess mortality linked to
Covid-19, the WHO estimates the overall death toll
could be two to three times higher. 

Vaccine mandate accord? 
An accord between rich nations and developing

countries on intellectual property waivers for
COVID-19 vaccines could be just weeks away, the
head of the World Trade Organization, Ngozi
Okonjo-Iweala says.

Merck pill ‘active’ against Omicron 
Merck’s anti-COVID pill remains “active” against

the Omicron variant, the US drugmaker says, citing
results from six laboratory studies.

Iceland to lift curbs 
Iceland aims to lift all its COVID-19 curbs by mid-

March, which would end a three-stage easing plan
presented by the government. Meanwhile, Russia
reported more than 100,000 daily coronavirus cases
for the first time yesterday as the country weathers a
surge of infections driven by the highly contagious
Omicron variant. — AFP

MOSCOW: A medical worker wearing a full personal
protective equipment (PPE) walks outside a COVID-
19 hospital in Moscow yesterday amid the ongoing
coronavirus disease pandemic. — AFP



LONDON: Molly Meacher’s voice quivers with
emotion as she tells how her aunt took her own life
after her liver cancer tumor grew to the size of a
football. “One night, she took a whole lot of pills and
whisky, and her husband found her dead in the
morning,” said Meacher, a member of British parlia-
ment’s upper House of Lords.

“It seemed to me terribly sad that somebody
would end their life alone in the middle of the night
without even their dear husband knowing that this
was what they were doing,” she told AFP.

Meacher, 81, has drafted a law to legalize assist-
ed dying in England for the terminally ill with less
than six months to live, an act currently punishable
by up to 14 years in prison. “It just was clear to me
that this was just inhumane. You wouldn’t treat a
dog or a cat like that. But we treat our own people
like that,” said the former social worker.

The UK parliament examined the question of
assisted dying in 2015 and decided against legaliz-
ing it, but since then other countries have decided
to approve what many see as an act of mercy.
“Things are moving in the right direction, there are
a number of British Isles jurisdictions that are look-
ing at changing the law,” said Sarah Wootton, head
of the Dignity in Dying campaign group.

‘Discriminatory’ 
Last September, the influential British Medical

Association ended its opposition to “physician-
assisted dying”, taking the “historic step” of adopt-
ing a neutral position. According to a poll by
YouGov, 73 percent of Britons questioned in August
said that doctors should be able to help terminally
ill patients die. By contrast, only 35 percent of MPs
approved.

Campaigner Alex Pandolfo says the law “needs

changing immediately (because) of the discrimina-
tory practice that takes place in this country”.

“It actually exists already for the privileged,”
says Pandolfo, in his 60s and terminally ill with
Alzheimer’s. If you have £10,000 (about 12,000
euros, 13,500 dollars) for flights, hotels and food,
you can go to a country such as Switzerland to die,
he said.

Pandolfo has already booked his assisted death
at a Swiss clinic and in recent years has accompa-
nied around 100 Britons to die in Switzerland. But
he would rather die in England, to be near loved
ones and allow them to have a more natural grieving
process. “I’m in no hurry,” he jokes, saying he was
given “a death sentence” in 2015. “I am already
dying of a condition that I’ve got no control over,”
he said. “All I’m asking for is somebody to assist me
with that death when it will be unbearable, to accel-
erate things. It’s a rational act.”

Sitting on his sofa in Lancaster, northwest
England, the white-haired Pandolfo says his illness
has already had a “massive impact” on his quality of
life. It affects his memory, movement, ability to
speak and drive, and watch a football match.

As a result, he would never qualify for assisted
dying under the terms of the draft law before par-
liament, which he says is “extremely restricted”. “By
the time I’ve got six months to live, I won’t have
capacity to say that I want assisted dying,” he said.

‘Unacceptable pressure’ 
Meacher said her bill’s restrictions are “a political

decision based on realities” in a “fairly conservative
country”, particularly where religious leaders and
the faithful are involved. “It’s pretty hard to get a
bill through parliament with these rather narrow
limits,” she said. The Archbishop of Canterbury,

Justin Welby, told parliament that euthanasia could
expose the most vulnerable to unacceptable pres-
sure to die from some “loved ones”.

Welby, the most senior cleric in the worldwide
Anglican communion, also told the BBC that “sadly
people make mistakes in their diagnosis”. Meacher’s
bill “has done a great job at raising the issue,” said
Wootton. While it will not necessarily become law a
similar bill before the Scottish Parliament has much
more chance of success “within a year-and-a-half”,
she said.

“It will be very difficult for medical regulators to

have something lawful in one part of the country
and not lawful in other parts of the country.

“I think that’s an unsustainable situation in the
long term.” Similar draft laws are being looked at in
the self-governing Crown dependencies of Jersey
and the Isle of Man. Even strictly Roman Catholic
neighbor Ireland is studying the possibility of
euthanasia, giving people like Pandolfo a measure of
hope. Once he had his place booked in Switzerland,
Pandolfo said: “I stopped worrying about dying and
suffering and started focusing and concentrating on
enjoying what life can.” —AFP
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UK assisted dying bill hopes 
to end ‘inhumane’ suicides

LONDON: In this file photo taken on October 22, 2021 ‘Dignity in Dying’ supporters gather to call for a change in the law to
support assisted dying outside the Houses of Parliament in central London. —AFP

MOSCOW: US President Joe Biden
and Western leaders have described
“unprecedented” economic penalties
and sanctions “with massive conse-
quences” in the event Russia invades
Ukraine. Here is a breakdown of what
those measures could be and what
impact they might have:

Putin, oil and gas  
Washington has teased the possi-

bility of targeting sanctions directly
against Russian President Vladimir
Putin, a largely symbolic move mim-
icking those brought against authori-
tarian strongmen like ex-Libyan
leader Muammar Gaddafi and Syrian
President Bashar Al-Assad.

When Biden raised the possibility
of targeting Putin this week, he did
not specify what shape the sanctions
could take, but generally these meas-
ures include freezing personal assets
abroad and barring foreign bank
transactions. The Kremlin said in
response the move would be pointless
since Russian officials are barred from
holding wealth abroad and that it
would damage diplomacy on the
Ukraine crisis. A potentially more
damaging step discussed in Western
capitals would be to ban Russian
banks’ transactions in dollars-the key

currency on international markets-or
excluding Moscow from SWIFT, a
key mechanism of international bank-
ing exchanges.

Iran has suffered from having been
excluded from the tool and, in the
case of Russia, its crucial oil and gas
sector would be expected to be badly
hit. Another potential sanctions target
is the controversial Nord Stream 2
pipeline connecting Russia with
Germany. With construction complete,
it is set to double natural gas supplies
to Europe. Also on the table is the
possibility of banning exports of cru-
cial technologies to Russia.

Fortress Russia 
Russia has weathered waves of

Western sanctions in the wake of its
annexation of the Crimean peninsula
from Ukraine in 2014, which hit the
ruble and saw foreign investment
dwindle. In response, Moscow built
up what is referred to as “fortress
Russia”, measures designed to ensure
new sanctions won’t see the economy
or Russia’s financial system collapse.

As of January 1, the National
Wealth Fund, the country’s sovereign
wealth fund, had assets worth $182
billion, or nearly 12 percent of gross
domestic product, according to the

finance ministry.
The country also has a small exter-

nal debt compared to other global
powers and a large reserve of foreign
currencies accumulated by the central
bank. Moscow has also pursued a
“de-dollarization” policy for several
years, calling on its partners, such as
China and India, to conduct payments
in other currencies.

Last year, Russia said it will be
dropping the dollar from its National
Wealth Fund. To minimize the risk of
being cut off from Western-controlled
financial institutions, Russia launched
its own payment system Mir, which is

widely used in Russia and across the
former Soviet Union.

Boomerang effect 
Europe remains dependent on

Russian oil and gas, especially now
with gas prices soaring across the
continent and Moscow allegedly
restricting its supply. Cutting Moscow
off from international payment sys-
tems would complicate Europe’s pay-
ments for its gas imports, more than a
third of which come from Russia.

There are also fears Russia could
use its energy dominance as leverage
and turn off the tap. — AFP

Is ‘fortress Russia’ ready 
for new Ukraine sanctions?

VASTERVIK, Sweden: In this file photo taken on September 21, 2021 the minesweeper
HMS Ulvˆn (left) scans the waterway for mines as machine gunners on vessel HMS
Trosso (A264) look for threats during a demining exercise, a part of the naval exercise
Northern Coasts 21, outside Vastervik, south-eastern Sweden. —AFP

‘Anxiety, concern:’
Ukrainians in Poland
on Russia threat
WARSAW: Hrystyna Zanyk, one of an estimated
1.5 million Ukrainians living in neighboring Poland,
said the fear that Russia will invade her homeland
has left the community rattled. “There’s anxiety,
concern,” said Zanyk, who has been living in neigh-
boring Poland for nine years. “We fear for our loved
ones who stayed behind in Ukraine,” she told AFP.

The news from back home is far from reassuring:
Russia has deployed over 100,000 troops and
heavy armor along Ukraine’s borders, according to
the West, which fears that the Kremlin will stage an
incursion. “Us over here, we’re safe, far from the
whole thing. But everyone is grappling with how to
respond to the situation,” said Zanyk, editor-in-
chief of “Our Word”, a Ukrainian weekly in Poland.

There is a longstanding minority population of
50,000 people in Poland and around 300,000
Ukrainians have Polish residence permits but the
actual number living there is estimated to be
much higher.

‘Never going back’ 
“We send home money so that they can make

rent, pay the electricity bill, buy medication and
food,” said Lessia Savchyn, a cashier in Warsaw.
“I’m never going back to Ukraine... It’s unlivable
over there,” the 26-year-old added. But Dmytro
Dovzhenko, a veteran of the conflict in eastern
Ukraine, said he was ready to return if Russia
attacks.

Dovzhenko heads up a mutual aid foundation for
Ukrainian veterans who have settled in EU member
states. He himself served in battle from 2014 to 2019
but now lives with his family in Wroclaw, a city in

the southwest of Poland.
“Seventy percent of us are ready to return to

Ukraine the moment we’re needed,” he told AFP. “If
there’s a big war, we’ll re-enlist and we’ll do what’s
required.” Dovzhenko admits however that he “no
longer feels anything” in response to the news com-
ing from the Russia-Ukraine border.

“This war, it’s been going on for eight years.
Nothing has changed,” he said.”Things are actually
a little better now because we’re getting help from
other countries,” he added in reference to interna-
tional efforts to defuse the security situation. The
West’s involvement “is a good thing, even if it’s a lit-
tle late,” said Miroslaw Kupicz from the Association
of Ukrainians in Poland. He recalls that the conflict
has already claimed the lives of 13,000 people “not
to mention the wounded, the expelled.” — AFP

BELGOROD, Russia: Ilya Ignatyev, 24, medical stu-
dent, walks with his dog past a WWII monument in
the village of Maslova Pristan outside Belgorod, a
few kilometers from Ukrainian border. —AFP

US radio sets out 
to break Russian 
‘propaganda wall’
KIEV: With Russian troops massed on
Ukraine’s border, US-funded Radio Free
Europe/Radio Liberty is trying to break
through a “wall of Russian propaganda”, its
director for Europe told AFP. Based in Prague,
RFE/RL was founded in 1950 as an anti-com-
munist outlet to beam programs into the Soviet
bloc, helping topple those totalitarian regimes
nearly four decades later.

These days, it still broadcasts in 27 lan-
guages-including Russian, Belarusian and
Ukrainian-to 23 countries, many where media
freedoms face severe restrictions. It has more
than 200 journalists in Ukraine and plays a
major role in covering the looming conflict on
the Ukrainian border, according to Kiryl
Sukhotski, regional director for Europe and
TV production.

“Our role is to provide objective and impar-
tial information from both sides of the conflict
to our audiences. We’re a surrogate broad-
caster and we don’t take sides,” Sukhotski said
in an interview. “We are penetrating the wall of
Russian propaganda.”

The West has repeatedly accused Russia of
spreading disinformation to justify its cause,
while Russia says the Western view of the cri-
sis is distorted. Most recently, the Russian for-
eign ministry slammed as “nonsense” and
“provocative” reports from Britain about
Moscow planning to install a pro-Russian
leader in Kyiv.

RFE/RL, which has a target audience of 37
million people, stepped up activities in the
region following Russia’s annexation of Crimea
in 2014 and the occupation of eastern Ukraine
by pro-Moscow rebel forces. It launched the
Current Time TV channel in Russian, as well as
programmes targeting audiences in the
Donbass and Crimea regions.

‘My boyfriend is there’ 
The radio station’s journalists-staff and

freelancers alike-face constant threats from
Russian and rebel authorities. Some have
already ended up in prison, such as Vladyslav
Yesypenko, who is facing 15 years in jail on
espionage charges. Their coverage methods
vary, from on-the-ground reporting to journal-
ism based on open sources.

Last week, an RFE/RL journalist gave an
account of how Russian troops are gathering
on the Ukrainian border by following scores of
TikTok accounts. “Soldiers were sharing
TikTok videos of how they go towards the
border, and then there were hundreds of com-
ments saying, ‘Oh, my son is going there’, or
‘My son is on that train’, or ‘My boyfriend is
there’,” said Sukhotski.

“And we started talking to their families
posting those comments and suddenly this
whole picture of dozens of thousands of troops
moving to Belarus, towards the Ukrainian bor-
der, we were able to do it just by looking at
TikTok accounts,” he added.

Funded by the US Congress, RFE/RL is also
setting out to battle what it says is Russian dis-
information. “We are creating a new unit in Kyiv
that will do same-day rapid reactions to fake
news, disinfo, propaganda-just saying OK, this
is true, this is not true,” Sukhotski said. “Russia
very quickly understood that it is not necessary
to lie to make successful propaganda. —AFP 

France to ‘adapt’ 
Mali mission as 
ties with junta fray
PARIS: France and its European partners “cannot
stay with things the way they are” in Mali after
the military junta expelled a contingent of Danish
troops, Foreign Minister Jean-Yves Le Drian said
on Friday. “Given this situation, the breaking of
the political framework and the military frame-
work (in Mali), we cannot stay with things the
way they are,” Le Drian told RTL radio.

He complained of growing “obstacles” placed
in the way of European and international forces
deployed to fight a jihadist insurgency in the
West African country that has spread through
the Sahel.

But Le Drian added that relations between
Bamako and European nations had turned sour
would not say whether Paris was considering
withdrawing its Barkhane mission altogether. “It’s
not just a French decision, it’s a collective one,
and we’ve opened talks with our African and
European partners to see how we can adapt our
deployment to the new situation,” he said, flanked
by vis i t ing Dutch Foreign Minister Wopke
Hoekstra. Hoekstra agreed that “we are looking
for a joint approach”.

Mali’s Foreign Minister Abdoulaye Diop was
unyielding in comments made in response to
Radio France Internationale and France 24. “Mali
will not exclude anything from these issues if it
does not take our interests into account,” he said.

Diop said that asking for the departure of French
troops from Mali “is not on the table for the
moment”, adding that if ever that presence “is
deemed contrary to the interests of Mali, we will
not hesitate to assume our responsibilities”.  —AFP



11 arrested after 
Delhi woman 
‘gang-raped, 
paraded in streets’
NEW DELHI: Eleven people including several women
have been arrested after a young mother was allegedly
abducted, gang-raped and then paraded through the
lanes of Delhi in broad daylight, Indian police said

Friday. The incident, the latest to spotlight sexual vio-
lence in India, drew widespread condemnation includ-
ing from the Delhi Commission for Women and Delhi’s
chief minister, who called it “shameful”.

Footage on social media, which could not be inde-
pendently verified, showed the victim-her face black-
ened with ink and her hair chopped off-being pushed
and heckled by several women as onlookers cheered
and filmed with their phones.

R Sathiyasundaram, deputy commissioner of police,
said the incident in the Shahdara district of east Delhi
on Wednesday was a result of “previous enmity”
among neighbors. He gave no further details but media
reports said a 16-year-old relative of the perpetrators

had killed himself by jumping in front of a train after the
married 21-year-old woman rejected his advances.

“All 11 arrested including two minors, who can’t be
tried as adults, belong to a single family and the videos
clearly show that the women were at the forefront,”
Sathiyasundaram told AFP. The victim told police that
she was abducted by members of the family before
being raped by several men and minors-egged on by
the women-and then beaten with sticks and paraded
outside.

“We are examining the videos to identify others
who were involved and there will be more arrests,”
Chinmay Biswal, additional commissioner of Delhi
police, told AFP. —AFP

HK university covers 
up Tiananmen 
crackdown tribute
HONG KONG: Hong Kong’s oldest university covered up
one of the last public tributes to the deadly 1989
Tiananmen Square crackdown yesterday, as Beijing con-
tinues to muzzle dissent in the financial hub. Hong Kong
was the only place in China where mass remembrance of
Tiananmen was tolerated, but authorities have driven such
activities underground after imposing a sweeping national

security law on the city. The University of Hong Kong
(HKU) last month removed a famous statue commemorat-
ing pro-democracy protesters killed by Chinese troops
around Tiananmen Square. At least two other local uni-
versities removed artworks in public areas marking the
crackdown that same week. Yesterday, a large slogan
painted on an HKU campus bridge mourning the
Tiananmen “martyrs” that had escaped the earlier censor-
ship was blocked with metal sheets.

An AFP reporter saw construction workers covering
the calligraphy, which read: “The heroic spirit of martyrs
slaughtered in cold blood will live forever, the fire of
democracy that overcomes evil will never be put out”.
Created by HKU students shortly after the crackdown, it
had adorned the campus for more than three decades
according to local media. The calligraphy birthed a cam-

pus ritual with students leaders annually repainting the
words in white to symbolize mourning.

HKU did not immediately respond to AFP’s questions
on whether the words will be permanently erased.

But a spokesperson told reporters that the university
“regularly conducts maintenance works at various loca-
tions and facilities, with the above site being one such
project”. Hong Kong’s universities, ranked among the best
in Asia, had long been free of the political censorship that
pervades mainland campuses.

But Beijing has begun remoulding Hong Kong in its
own image following huge and often violent democracy
protests in 2019. The national security law has effectively
criminalized dissent including commemorating Tiananmen
with authorities stressing the need for schools to foster
“patriotism”. —AFP

MANILA: The Philippines will re-open to fully
vaccinated tourists from most countries on
February 10 and lift quarantine requirements,
officials said Friday, nearly two years after closing
its borders to contain the coronavirus. Tourism
operators across the archipelago nation famed
for its beaches and dive spots have been devas-
tated by a plunge in international visitors and
restrictions on domestic travel.

Their  misery was worsened by a super
typhoon that smashed into the country in
December, wiping out resorts, restaurants and
bars in popular tourist destinations. “The tourism
industry can now recover and it can contribute
big to jobs, livelihoods and the country’s econom-
ic growth,” presidential  spokesman Karlo
Nograles told a briefing.

A previous plan to welcome back tourists from
December 1 was suspended after the emergence of
the hyper-contagious Omicron variant that has
since ripped through the Philippines. Friday’s
announcement allows for the resumption of visa-
free travel for short visits by nationals from the 157
countries who already enjoyed permit-free entry
to the Philippines before the pandemic began.

Fully vaccinated tourists from countries on the
list will need to test negative for COVID-19
shortly before flying to the Philippines and will

not have to quarantine on arr ival . The l ist
excludes China, the Philippines’ fastest-growing
tourist market, as well as Taiwan and India. But it
includes Manila’s remaining top-10 tourism
sources, such as the United States, South Korea,
Japan, Australia, Canada, and Britain.

Health Undersecretary Rosario Vergeire said it
made no sense to restrict international travellers
when COVID-19 transmission rates in the
Philippines were so high, “maybe even higher”
than in some countries. “Based on those premises
we recommended to ease restrictions,” she said.

Unvaccinated foreigners will be banned from
entry from February 16, Nograles said. Tourism is
a major driver of the Southeast Asian country’s
economy, accounting for nearly 13 percent of
gross domestic product in 2019, when more than
eight million people visited, official data shows.
That slumped to 5.4 percent in 2020 as tourist
arrivals plummeted 82 percent to 1.48 million.

The government tightened restrictions across
the national capital region and other provinces in
recent weeks as Omicron fuelled a record surge
in infections. Around half of the country’s 110 mil-
lion people are fully vaccinated. The Philippines
has recorded more than 3.4 million infections
since the start of the pandemic, including over
53,000 deaths. —AFP

Tourism sector devastated by plunge in international visitors, curbs on travel

Philippines to re-open to 
vaccinated foreign tourists

MANILA: A customer walks past tiger statues for sale at a store in Chinatown district of Manila on Friday
ahead of the Lunar New Year, which welcomes the Year of the Tiger on February 1. —AFP

‘Living in a dark era’: 
One year since 
Myanmar’s coup
YANGON: Hours before Myanmar’s new parlia-
ment was due to convene last February, troops
rounded up lawmakers in dawn raids, ending a brief
democratic interlude and setting the stage for
months of bloodshed. A year later the country’s lat-
est junta is struggling to contain the backlash
unleashed by its power grab, with daily clashes and
swathes of the country outside of its control.

Almost 1,500 civilians have been killed and over
11,000 arrested in its ongoing crackdown, accord-
ing to a local monitor, with rights groups accusing
junta troops of torture and extrajudicial killings.

But for a pro-democracy movement angered by
the military’s power-grab, ending its decades-long
entanglement in Myanmar politics once and for all
is the only option. That means, analysts say, there is
no end in sight to the crisis that has devastated the
economy, emptied schools and hospitals across the
country and sent thousands fleeing to neighboring
Thailand and India.

“We are still living in a dark era,” said Htoo
Aung-using a pseudonym for fear of reprisal-at a

market in commercial hub Yangon. “We have to
think how we can struggle on through our daily
lives under this military dictatorship rather than
about our goals, our dreams in the future.”

In Yangon and other cities, the junta is project-
ing a return to normality as traffic jams return and
shopping malls slowly fill up again. But, days before
the February 1 anniversary, it is taking no chances.

Authorities recently announced that those honk-
ing car horns or banging pots and pans-popular
protests in cities following the coup-could be
charged with treason or under an anti-terror law.

But daily clashes between the dozens of “people’s
defense forces” (PDFs) that have sprung up across
the country to fight back against the putsch show no
sign of abating. The ex-protesters and villagers that
fill their ranks have dealt some painful blows to junta
troops with guerilla ambushes and mine attacks,
even as they struggle to secure heavy weapons.

A shadow group of lawmakers claims almost
3,000 junta troops died in fighting with PDFs
between June and November-the junta says 168
soldiers and police were killed between February
and late October.

Air strikes  
The year of conflict has taken a toll on the mili-

tary, which is facing morale and recruitment prob-
lems, said International Crisis Group’s Myanmar
senior advisor Richard Horsey.

“But these challenges are very unlikely to force
the military to capitulate or lose its grip on state
power,” Horsey said. Junta troops were blamed for
a Christmas Eve massacre that left the charred
remains of more than 30 people on a highway in
the east of the country, including two staff mem-
bers of the Save the Children charity. —AFP

YANGON, Myanmar: In this file photo taken on
November 13, 2010, Myanmar’s Aung San Suu Kyi
(front right) and senior National League for
Democracy (NLD) staff walk towards the gate of her
house to meet with supporters after her release from
house arrest in Yangon, after being detained for two
decades. —AFP

Vietnamese bid 
farewell to father 
of mindfulness
HANOI: Tens of thousands of Vietnamese yesterday
bade farewell to the late monk and peace activist
Thich Nhat Hanh-one of the world’s most influential
religious leaders-ahead of his cremation ceremony
in the country’s Buddhist heartland. The Zen master,
who was credited with bringing mindfulness to the
West and whose reach in Buddhism was seen as
second only to the Dalai Lama, died aged 95 a week
ago at the Tu Hieu Pagoda in the central city of Hue.

His remains were brought to an open cremation
site on Saturday morning, followed by a crowd of
tens of thousands including Buddhist monks in yel-
low and brown robes and followers dressed in grey.

The procession chanted Buddhist prayers. “We
must bid farewell to our master. He plays an
important role in my family’s life, helping us
through our most difficult moments,” said Do

Quan, a follower who travelled from Hanoi with
his wife and son. Nam Anh, 22, said the monk was
a national treasure.

“I am really very proud that Vietnam has such an
outstanding figure who had great influence across
the world.” Widely known as the father of mindful-
ness, Thich Nhat Hanh wrote more than 100 books
on the practice and hosted retreats worldwide.

Born in 1926, Thich Nhat Hanh was ordained
aged 16 and went on to found a youth school which
trained volunteers to build clinics and infrastructure
in villages blighted by war.

Man of peace 
In the early 1960s he travelled to the United

States, where he taught at Columbia and Princeton
universities, but after one trip in 1966 to meet US
civil rights icon Martin Luther King-who joined his
calls to end the Vietnam War-he was barred from
returning home. A year later King nominated Thich
Nhat Hanh for the Nobel Peace Prize, telling the
committee in a letter: “this gentle Buddhist monk
from Vietnam is a scholar of immense intellectual
capacity”. Vietnamese authorities permitted him to
return to the communist country in 2018, but plain-

clothes police kept watch outside his pagoda com-
pound, closely monitoring his activities. “I don’t
understand why even now, the Vietnamese state did
not send top leaders to pay tribute to this great
man,” said a follower who identified himself only as
Nam from Ho Chi Minh. —AFP

HUE, Vietnam: A Buddhist follower holds a portrait of
Vietnamese monk Thich Nhat Hanh at young age dur-
ing his procession to a cremation ground at Tu Hieu
pagoda in Hue province yesterday. —AFP
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News in brief

US sends 7.4m doses to Dhaka

WASHINGTON: The United States began ship-
ping another 7.4 million doses of COVID-19
vaccines to Bangladesh on Friday, a US official
told AFP. “Thanks to the US commitment to
playing a leading role in ending the pandemic
everywhere, the United States is shipping
7,434,180 doses of Pfizer vaccine to
Bangladesh,” a White House official said, asking
not to be identified. The latest shipment-made
through Covax, the global distribution initiative
co-led by public-private partnership Gavi-came
as totals of US donations rose above 400 mil-
lion worldwide.  —AFP

Honduras crisis heads to court

TEGUCIGALPA, Honduras: The crisis in
Honduras’s Congress-where rival factions of
new President Xiomara Castro’s left-wing Libre
party have elected separate leaders-headed to
the country’s Supreme Court on Friday, with
both sides asking justices to settle the dispute.
Castro ally Luis Redondo, who belongs to
Libre’s coalition partner Savior Party of
Honduras (PSH), and Jorge Calix, who repre-
sents Libre’s rebel faction and has opposition
backing, each claim to be the rightful leader of
Congress. —AFP

Laos makes huge meth seizure

BANGKOK, Thailand: Laos police have made
their second-biggest single seizure of illegal
drugs, uncovering 36 million methamphetamine
pills, a United Nations official said yesterday.
The raid in the northern province of Bokeo
came three months after officers netted Asia’s
biggest ever haul in the same area with 55 mil-
lion meth pills found in a beer truck. Laos is part
of the Golden Triangle covering the border
areas with Myanmar and Thailand that has for
decades been a hub for Southeast Asia’s lucra-
tive drug trade. —AFP

11 arrested after Papua fight

SORONG, Indonesia: Eleven people have been
arrested after a deadly clash at a nightclub in
Indonesia’s easternmost region, police said yes-
terday. The fight erupted on Tuesday in Sorong,
a relatively quiet city in West Papua province,
and 18 people were killed, most of them in a
blaze at the Double O nightclub. Indonesia’s
National Police had earlier said the death toll
was 19, but later corrected the number “follow-
ing a development in the field”. “We have
arrested 11 people,” West Papua Police chief
Tornagogo Sihombing said at a press confer-
ence, adding two of them were believed to have
been involved in the stabbing of a victim. —AFP

DR Congo court set for verdict 

KANANGA: A military court in Democratic
Republic of Congo yesterday is set to pro-
nounce a long-awaited verdict in a mass trial
over the 2017 murder of two UN experts in a
troubled central region. Dozens of people have
been on trial for more than four years over a
killing that shook diplomats and the aid commu-
nity, although key questions about the episode
remain unanswered. Michael Sharp, an
American, and Zaida Catalan, a Swedish-
Chilean, disappeared as they probed violence in
the Kasai region after being hired to do so by
the United Nations.  —AFP



ISTANBUL: Turkish President Recep
Tayyip Erdogan threatened Turkish
media with legal action over content
“incompatible with national and moral
values,” in a move seen by critics as an
attempt to stifle the dissent. He also
sacked his justice minister and the head
of the state of the statistics agency after
it published official data showing last
year’s inflation rate hit a 19-year high.

The Turkish leader said in a decree
that “it has become requisite to take nec-
essary measures to protect (families,
children and the youth) against harmful
media content.”

He urged authorities to take “legal
action” against the “destructive effects” of
some media content-without revealing
what that would entail. Critics said it was
another bid to crack down on freedom of
speech in the run-up to elections next year.

Faruk Bildirici, veteran journalist and
media ombudsman, on Twitter accused
Erdogan of declaring a “state of emer-
gency against the media”. Rights groups
routinely accuse Turkey of undermining
media freedom by arresting journalists
and shutting down critical media outlets,
especially since Erdogan survived a
failed coup attempt in July 2016.

Inflation anger 
In an earlier decree yesterday,

Erdogan sacked state statistics agency
chief Sait Erdal Dincer.

It was just the latest in a series of eco-
nomic dismissals by Erdogan, who has
fired three central bank governors since
July 2019. Erdogan has railed against
high interest rates, which he believes
cause inflation-the exact opposition of
conventional economic thinking. The
2021 inflation figure of 36.1 percent
released by Dincer angered both the
pro-government and opposition camps.

The opposition said the number was
underreported, claiming that the real
cost of living increases were at least
twice as high. Erdogan meanwhile
reportedly criticized the statistics agency
in private for publishing data that he felt
overstated the scale of Turkey’s econom-
ic malaise.

Dincer seemed to sense his impending
fate. “I sit in this office now, tomorrow it
will be someone else,” he said in an inter-
view with the business newspaper Dunya
earlier this month.

“Never mind who is the chairman. Can
you imagine that hundreds of my col-
leagues could stomach or remain quiet

about publishing an inflation rate very
different from what they had estab-
lished?”

Erdogan did not explain his decision
to appoint Erhan Cetinkaya, who had
served as vice-chair of Turkey’s banking
regulator, as the new state statistics chief.
“This will just increase concern about the
reliability of the data, in addition to major
concerns about economic policy set-
tings,” Timothy Ash of BlueBay Asset
Management said in a note to clients.
The agency is due to publish January’s
inflation data on February 3.

Justice minister also sacked 
Also on Saturday, Erdogan appointed

a new justice minister, naming former
deputy prime minister Bekir Bozdag to
replace veteran ruling party member
Abdulhamit Gul who had been in the role
since 2017. Ali Babacan, former deputy
prime minister who left the ruling AKP
party and founded the Deva Party, took
to Twitter to vent fury over the changes.

“The justice minister is being
replaced, (statistics agency) TUIK chair-
man is being dismissed before the infla-
tion data is published. Nobody knows
why,” he said.

“The authoritarian alliance... keeps on
harming the country,” he said, referring to
the AKP and its nationalist partner MHP.
In December, opposition leader Kemal
Kilicdaroglu was turned away by security
guards when he sought to enter the sta-
tistic agency’s headquarters in Ankara.

He had accused the agency of “fab-
ricating” the numbers to hide the true
impact of the government’s policies
and slammed it as “no longer a state
institution but a palace institution”, in
reference to Erdogan’s presidential
complex. —AFP

ANKARA: Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan speaks during a press conference in
Ankara. —AFP

CBK to hold virtual 
event on enabling 
Kuwait’s banking 
and financial sector
KUWAIT: The Central Bank of Kuwait (CBK) will
hold an event tomorrow (31 January 2022) to
unveil the CBK’s enhanced capabilities in bolster-
ing monetary stability and financial stability
titled, “Stability and Enablement”. The presenta-
tion will highlight CBK’s efforts in enabling the
digital advancement of the financial sector, driv-
ing innovation and leveraging fintech in the finan-
cial sector.

CBK Governor Dr Mohammad Y Al-Hashel
stated that CBK’s International Banking
Conference: Shaping the Future, held on 23
September 2019, served as a steppingstone to
accelerate digitization and future-readiness for
both CBK and the sector. It also served to sup-
port the Bank’s role in further bolstering mone-
tary stability and financial stability, and to enable
the banking and financial sector to navigate a
period filled with unmatched technical and tech-
nological advancements, innovation, and transfor-
mation globally.

Dr Al-Hashel said the role of central banks had
expanded. Alongside their main function in terms
of setting and implementing monetary and super-
visory policy in an increasingly complex environ-
ment, they must now also enable banking and
financial industry development and encourage
innovation in a manner that balances bolstering
stability and encouraging innovation and employ-
ing the latest technology, all for the purpose of
creating customer-centric services.

The CBK event will shed the light on the steps
the Bank had taken  and would announce several
developments signaling and heralding a new era
of digital banking and a vibrant financial sector
that is rich in services, supportive of innovation,
business leadership, and fintech.

The Governor concluded his remarks by invit-
ing those interested to follow the  event, which
will be broadcast online through the Bank’s offi-
cial social media platforms.
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Oil spill ‘nail in the 
coffin’ for COVID-hit 
Thai beach businesses
BANGKOK: Oil washing up on a beach on
Thailand’s east coast could be the “nail in the cof-
fin” for pandemic-hit hotels and restaurants, local
hospitality businesses said yesterday.

The Thai navy and pollution experts are scram-
bling to clean up Tuesday night’s spill in the Gulf
of Thailand where at least 60 tons of crude leaked
about 20 kilometers (12 miles) off the coast of
Rayong province. Crews in yellow plastic protec-
tive suits were seen at Mae Ram Phueng Beach
— about two and a half hours from Bangkok-on
Saturday afternoon cleaning up the oil slick which
began washing up late the previous night.

Star Petroleum Refining Public Company
Limited, the operator of the undersea pipeline
that leaked, said it was trying to minimize oil
reaching the shoreline using booms. An aerial sur-
veillance aircraft is monitoring the slick on the
sea, and local media reported that satellite
imagery on Friday showed a pollution zone of 47
square kilometers.

Marine scientist Thon Thamrongnawasawat
said the oil slick is expected to continue to wash
up on shore over the coming days due to stronger
wind. People should “definitely avoid” swimming
in affected areas, Thon said in a Facebook post.
For struggling resorts and tourism-dependent
businesses at Mae Ram Phueng Beach and the
surrounding area, the pollution and lack of swim-
mers could spell disaster for livelihoods.

“There have been fewer customers because of
COVID-19 and the lethargic economy and now
the oil spill is like a nail in the coffin,” said Korn
Thongpiijit, 45, who manages Barnsabhaisabai

Resort which is situated right where authorities
have set up a clean-up operation. “We already
reduced accommodation prices by 50 percent
because of COVID-19 for survival.”

Bhorn, the owner of a nearby seafood restau-
rant said most of her wild-caught produce came
from local fishermen and already customers were
phoning up worried about the situation.

“Our income has dwindled by more than 50 per
cent since COVID-19 started,” she told AFP,
adding she is waiting to assess the impact. A
dozen ships are spraying dispersant chemicals and

so far more than 80,000 litres has been doused
over the affected area, the Royal Thai Navy said
yesterday.

Star Petroleum said divers had found a failure in
a flexible hose that formed part of the undersea
equipment around a single point mooring-a float-
ing buoy used to offload oil from tankers. A
pipeline leak in the same area in 2013 led to a
major slick that coated a beach on neabry Ko
Samet. There are fears a national park Ko Samet
could be affected in this spill which could take
more than a month to clean up. —AFP

RAYONG, Thailand: Members of the Thai Navy gather at sunset after cleaning up crude oil on Mae Ram
Phueng beach following a spill caused by a leak in an undersea pipeline owned by Star Petroleum Refining
Public Company Limited (SPRC) in Rayong Friday. —AFP

At collapsed bridge, 
Biden envisions 
rebuilding America
PITTSBURG: A bridge collapse Friday in
Pittsburgh provided a symbolic backdrop for
President Joe Biden’s trip to the city to tout his
$1 trillion infrastructure plan-and try rebuilding
his own crumbling approval ratings. Arriving in
the gritty city in Pennsylvania-a key battle-
ground state in presidential elections-Biden
motorcaded straight from Air Force One to the
road bridge, which hours earlier had buckled into
a snowy ravine. “There are literally more bridges
in Pittsburgh than in any other city in the world,”
the Democrat pronounced. “And we’re going to
fix them all. Not a joke-this is going to be a
gigantic change. There’s 43,000 nationwide and
we’re sending the money.”

Pittsburgh’s public safety authorities tweet-
ed that three people were hospitalized with
injuries that were not l ife threatening. But
Biden’s visit threw the otherwise minor acci-
dent into the national spotlight. In a speech lat-
er, Biden said rebuilding infrastructure, while
completing a painful shift from old-school,
heavy industry to high-tech jobs, would restore

American economic leadership in an increas-
ingly competitive world.

“Right here in Pittsburgh, the future is being
built on the foundation of the city’s storied past,”
he said at a once massive steel mill, which now
houses Carnegie Mellon University’s
Manufacturing Futures Institute-a hub for
research and development.

Flanked by “Building A Better America” signs,
Biden said Pittsburgh had lost 100,000 steel jobs
between 1970 and 1990 and that he knew “the
painful ripple effect it had-jobs lost, families
ripped apart.” His push for investment in semi-
conductors, electric vehicle technology and other
forward-looking products would restore that
manufacturing base, he said.

“To build a truly strong economy we need a
future that’s made in America. That means using
products, parts, materials built right here in the
United States of America. It means bringing man-
ufacturing back, jobs back, building a supply
chain here at home-not outsourcing abroad,” he
said.

Biden’s blue collar target 
Entering the second year of his administration,

Biden says he hopes trips like this will help
relaunch momentum ahead of November midterm
elections, where Republicans are currently well
poised to win control of Congress. His speech

went through many of the themes that got him
elected in 2020, appealing to the blue collar vot-
ers whom former president Donald Trump and
the Republicans have worked hard to lure from
their historic Democratic loyalties.

In a tough first year in office, the infrastruc-
ture bil l , passed with rare cross-party
Republican support, was one of Biden’s biggest
successes. For years, presidents had failed to get
Congress to revamp the sector, while Trump’s
repeated promises of “infrastructure week”
became a running Washington joke.—AFP

PITTSBURGH: US President Joe Biden and the Mayor of
Pittsburgh Ed Gainey visit the scene of the Forbes
Avenue Bridge collapse over Fern Hollow Creek in Frick
Park in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, on Friday. —AFP
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Gold demand soars on economic 
rebound, inflation surge: Industry

Industry recoups much of the drop triggered by pandemic
LONDON: Global gold demand soared in the fourth
quarter of 2021 as inflation rocketed, helping to recoup
much of the drop triggered by the pandemic, industry
data showed Friday. Viewed as a haven investment in
times of economic unrest, gold saw demand surge 50
percent in the final three months of last year compared
with the October-December period in 2020, the World
Gold Council said in a report.

Overall last year, “demand recouped much of the
COVID-related losses sustained during 2020”, the
WGC said, adding that total physical purchases
jumped 10 percent to 4,021 tons. Gold demand “in the
consumer-driven jewelry and technology sectors
recovered throughout the year in line with economic
growth and sentiment, while central bank buying also
far outpaced that of 2020”, the Council added.

Looking ahead, it said expansion of 5G telecoms
infrastructure should help support demand for gold in
the sector. “But demand faces some risks from a slow-
down in China as well as COVID-related restrictions,”
the WGC warned.

Marriage boost 
Gold jewelry demand jumped by more than half in

2021 on strong buying in India and China, as celebra-
tions including marriages postponed by COVID finally
took place. In India, “millions of people get married,
and that involves a certain amount of gold”, WGC
spokesman John Mulligan told AFP. Elsewhere, global
bar and coin investment reached an eight-year high.

“Inflation concerns were a key driver, especially in
the US and Germany, which both saw record annual
demand,” the report said. However global holdings of
gold exchange-traded funds-that allow investment
outside of futures market-fell by $9 billion, or five per-
cent, last year. Overall, “gold drew direction chiefly
from inflation and interest rate expectations in 2021”,
the WGC concluded. Central banks are raising interest
rates to combat decades-high inflation. “Investment
may struggle in 2022 amid competing forces but con-
sumer demand should hold strong and central banks
will likely keep buying.” The gold price dropped four
percent last year. — AFP

Gold jewelry demand jumped by more than half in 2021 on strong buying in India and China, as celebrations including
marriages postponed by COVID finally took place.

BUENOS AIRES, Argentina: Photo released by the Argentinian Ministry of Economy of Argentinian Economy Minister
Martin Guzman (right) delivering a press conference on an agreement reached with the International Monetary Fund
(IMF) next to Argentinian Chief of Cabinet Juan Luis Manzur, in Buenos Aires on Friday. — AFP

Argentina president 
announces new 
debt deal with IMF
BEUNOS AIRES: Argentine President Alberto
Fernandez unveiled what he called a “reasonable” new
debt repayment deal with the International Monetary
Fund on Friday, the day a $700-million repayment was
due. The South American country was due this year to
pay back $19 billion of its $44-billion debt to the IMF.

With a long history of loan defaults, Argentina had
insisted it wanted to honor its commitments this time
but without sacrificing economic growth. “Compared
to previous ones Argentina signed, this deal does not
include restrictions that would delay our develop-
ment,” said Fernandez. Under the previous deal,
Argentina would have had to repay $19 billion this
year, $20 billion next year and another $4 billion in
2024.

As well as Friday’s sum, another $370 million need-
ed to be paid on Tuesday. IMF managing director
Kristalina Georgieva said she was “encouraged by
today’s progress... on reaching an understanding on
key policies ... to tackle current challenges such as
inflation and secure more inclusive & sustainable
growth for the Argentine people.” The center-left gov-
ernment had repeatedly said the repayment schedule
was unsustainable given their lack of reserves, and was
pushing to restructure the timetable.

“We had an unpayable debt that left us without
present or future, and now we have a reasonable deal
that will allow us to grow (the economy) and fulfill our
obligations throughout our growth,” said Fernandez.
“This understanding plans to sustain the economic
recovery that has already begun.” The country remains
mired in an economic crisis, though, with inflation at
50 percent and poverty over 40 percent.

‘No adjustment’ 
Fernandez said the deal crucially would not force

Argentina’s government to reduce public spending and
would allow it to increase investment in public works.
Under the new deal, Argentina has committed to pro-

gressively reducing its fiscal deficit from three percent
in 2021 to just 0.9 percent in 2024, Economy Minister
Martin Guzman said. The gradual reduction-to 2.5 per-
cent in 2022 and 1.9 percent in 2023 — would “not
prevent the recovery” of the economy, said Guzman.

It would also allow for public spending to evolve
“without an adjustment.” The government has enforced
strict exchange controls since coming to power in
2019. The new deal provides for a $5-billion increase
in Argentina’s international reserves, which currently
stand at about $38 billion. The agreement must still be
ratified by Congress, where the governing coalition-
despite being the single largest party-is still in the
minority.

“The negotiations were really difficult,” said
Guzman, who has led the government’s efforts. “We
worked very hard politically and technically.”

10 years for repayments 
Fernandez’s liberal predecessor Mauricio Macri

originally agreed a $57-billion loan with the IMF in
2018, but when his successor took office a year later,
Fernandez refused to accept the final $13-billion dis-
bursement. After successfully restructuring a $66-bil-
lion debt with private international creditors in 2020,
Argentina began negotiations with the IMF to delay
repayments.

The shadow of 2001 — when Argentina was
plunged into social unrest after defaulting on about
$100 billion, in what was then the biggest debt default
in history-has loomed over the long negotiating
process. Guzman said the new agreement would not be
ready for a few weeks as the two sides needed work on
the “memorandums of understanding.” But he said the
repayments would start four years after the agreement
is finalized and end six years after that. From the begin-
ning, Argentina’s government insisted that the path to
reducing its fiscal deficit was through economic growth
rather than reducing public spending.

Macri had introduced deeply unpopular austerity
measures to comply with the terms of the IMF bailout,
but despite initial signs these were stabilizing the
economy, he was unable to halt soaring inflation and
poverty. The country experienced three years of
recession until registering a 10 percent increase in
GDP in 2021, although the economy had shrunk by as
much the previous year as it suffered the worst effects
of the coronavirus pandemic. — AFP

Australia pumps cash 
into Great Barrier 
Reef protection
SYDNEY: Australia unveiled a billion-dollar package
to protect the climate-ravaged Great Barrier Reef on
Friday, hoping to prevent the vast network of corals
from being removed from UNESCO’s World Heritage
list. Conservative prime minister Scott Morrison
announced the Aus$1 billion (US$700 million) nine-
year plan, months after narrowly avoiding the reef
being placed on UNESCO’s “in danger” list.

“We are backing the health of the reef and the eco-
nomic future of tourism operators, hospitality
providers and Queensland communities that are at the
heart of the reef economy,” Morrison said.

The move, welcomed by Paris-based UNESCO,
comes ahead of a general election expected in May,
when Morrison will have to win key Queensland seats
near the reef to remain in power. When the UN previ-
ously threatened to downgrade the reef ’s World
Heritage listing in 2015, Australia created a “Reef
2050” plan and poured billions of dollars into protec-
tion. The measures are believed to have arrested the
pace of decline, but much of the world’s largest reef
system has already been damaged.

A recent study found bleaching had affected 98
percent of the reef since 1998, leaving just a fraction
untouched. The Morrison government’s support for
coal and reluctance to tackle climate change has seen
the party bleed support in major cities and prompted
the emergence of a string of electoral challenges from
climate-focused independents.

Australians are overwhelmingly in favor of action to
limit climate change, having experienced a string of
global warming-worsened disasters such as bushfires,
droughts and floods.

A 2021 poll by Sydney’s Lowy Institute found 60
percent of Australians believed “global warming is a
serious and pressing problem”. Eight in 10 Australians

supported a net-zero emissions target by 2050, which
the government reluctantly adopted ahead of a land-
mark United Nations climate summit in Scotland last
year. One of the world’s biggest exporters of coal and
gas, Australia’s economy is heavily reliant on fossil
fuels. Its political parties also receive significant funds
from coal and gas-linked donors.

‘Band-Aid on a broken leg’ 
The Climate Council pressure group said this lat-

est package of funding was like putting “a Band-Aid
on a broken leg”. “Unless you are cutting emissions
deeply this decade the situation on the reef will only
get worse,” said the Council’s Lesley Hughes, a pro-
fessor of biology at Macquarie University. “Handing
out cash for the Great Barrier Reef with one hand,
while funding the very industry-fossil fuels-that’s
driving devastating climate impacts like marine heat-
waves and coral bleaching, means they are adding to
the very problem they are claiming they want to fix.”
Bleaching occurs when healthy corals become
stressed by spikes in ocean temperatures, causing
them to expel algae living in their tissues, draining
them of their vibrant colors. The Great Barrier Reef
has suffered three mass bleaching events during
heatwaves in 2016, 2017 and 2020, leaving many
affected corals struggling to survive.

Much of the government’s latest package will be
spent on preventing damaging agricultural runoff from
polluting the reef. About a quarter of the funds will be
channeled to the Great Barrier Reef Marine Park
Authority “to reduce threats from Crown of Thorns
Starfish”, which eat coral.

In Paris, UNESCO welcomed Australia “stepping up
financial investment aimed at improving the safeguard-
ing of the Great Barrier Reef”. But it said it was still
planning to send an expert mission to the site for “an
updated and independent” evaluation to be submitted
by June.

“It is crucial to point out that that this assessment
will be based on scientific facts and that it should not
be subject to political instrumentalization,” the cultural
body said. The assessment would inform a future deci-
sion on whether to add the Great Barrier Reef to list of
endangered heritage sites, it added. — AFP

Fitch upgrades Ireland 
to ‘AA-’ on economic, 
business recovery
LONDON: Ratings agency Fitch upgraded Ireland’s
debt rating on Friday to “AA-” from “A+,” citing its
economic recovery from the COVID-19 pandemic and
increased revenue from business and income taxes.

While Ireland will continue to have a substantial
debt burden, Fitch said it expects its debt-to-GDP
ratio to decline through 2023 thanks to a new rule
restraining the country’s spending.

“Fitch expects a continued improvement in Ireland’s
fiscal metrics, supported by strong revenue perform-
ance,” the ratings agency said. It had last upgraded the
country’s debt in 2017 amid improving banking sector
health following the eurozone debt crisis.

Corporate income taxes made up nearly 30 percent
of the revenue growth, followed by value-added taxes,
which brought in about 24 percent, and income taxes,
which added more than 17 percent. “These strong
growth rates mostly reflect the performance of
Ireland’s multinational enterprises... especially in the
pharmaceutical and IT sectors, and the strong eco-
nomic recovery from the pandemic,” Fitch said. —AFP

Disgruntled 
Burkina workers 
welcome coup
OUAGADOUGOU: In Burkina Faso, hundreds of
workers are saying good riddance to an ousted
president they say let them starve, and hoping for a
brighter future under the soldiers who toppled him.
Niamba Azara, a woman road sweeper, was among
many outside the capital Ouagadougou’s labour
exchange on Thursday who said they had not
received wages for a year.

“We’ve become beggars,” she said. The coup is
“good news for us. The country is in a bad way.”
Around her, others were also glad a military junta
seized power from ex-leader Roch Marc Christian
Kabore this week. “The former president didn’t
want workers to eat,” claimed Assami Ouedraogo, a
gardener in the capital. “We’re happy they kicked
him out.”

Burkina Faso has become mired in a security cri-
sis since 2015, with almost daily jihadist attacks
over much of its territory. Many in the West African
country in recent years became increasingly frus-

trated with the former president’s inability to quell
the insurgency. But social grievances also fuelled
the unrest that culminated on Monday in the ouster
of Kabore, a banker who was elected in 2015.

‘Treated like slaves’ 
At the labour exchange, the workers said they

had not received any pay since February 2021 from
Ouagadougou mayor Armand Beouinde, who is
known to be close to the toppled head of state. A
source in the mayor’s office however said the
claimants were day laborers who were never hired
on permanent contracts and had to be replaced
after an open-ended strike. Ismael Ouedraogo, a
man in his seventies, sighed after 16 years collecting
waste in Ouagadougou.

“We were treated like slaves, prisoners who
work without being paid,” he said. “I have never
been declared, never had a pension or holiday, and
now I don’t even have a salary. Our pension is
death.” “What do they want? For us to become
bandits? Jihadists?”

Forty percent of the Burkinabe population lives
below the poverty line, according to the World
Bank. And Burkina Faso ranks 182nd out of 189
countries on the United Nations Development
Programme’s human development index. Trade
union officials say the monthly minimum wage has
been stuck at the equivalent of $50 since 2008.

The protest “actions of these workers fuelled
frustration and anger among the people of
Ouagadougou,” said one union representative,
Banogo Noufe. “With the coup, the soldiers com-
pleted the job.”

Abdoulaye Tao, managing editor of the weekly
Economiste du Faso, says there is a gap between
the grassroots and higher echelons of society, “who
have been unable to respond appropriately”.

“The lavish ways of public officials, graft com-
plaints not leading to anything... the population
has not seen the authorities make any effort,” he
said. But there has also been plenty to detract
from improving the economy, he said, from a
popular uprising that deposed long-time leader
Blaise Compaore in 2014 and elections the fol-
lowing year, to jihadist attacks from 2015 and
then the coronavirus pandemic. The COVID-19
crisis has led to price hikes for certain products
in the landlocked nation, which is highly depend-
ent on international trade. Though welcomed by
many, the arrival in power of the junta led by
Paul-Henri Sandaogo Damiba could deal a further
blow to any quest to lift Burkinabes out of pover-
ty. The Economic Community of West African
States on Friday suspended Burkina Faso’s mem-
bership, though it said it would not impose other
sanctions such as closing borders for the time
being.—AFP
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MUMBAI: Air India, India’s ailing national carrier,
landed back in the hands of its founders on
Thursday decades after it was nationalized and
following years as a monumental burden on the
public purse.

Tata, a sprawling family-owned conglomerate
with interests ranging from tea to software, is back
in charge of Air India after concluding the 180 bil-
lion rupee ($2.4 billion) deal. The handover marked
the end of a long search for a buyer by India’s gov-
ernment, which has spent nearly $15 billion prop-
ping up the airline since 2009. “We are totally
delighted that this process is complete and very
happy to have Air India back,” Tata Sons chairman
N Chandrasekaran told reporters after meeting with
Prime Minister Narendra Modi.

“We look forward to working with everyone to
create a world-class airline.” Air India was founded
in 1932 and its maiden flight was piloted by JRD
Tata, then-chairman of the eponymous firm.

The airline offered a slice of the high life,
showcasing Bollywood actresses in its advertise-
ments and even commissioning Spanish surrealist
Salvador Dali to design its ashtrays. India’s newly
independent government bought a majority stake
in 1953 but by the end of the century the venture
was struggling to compete with Gulf carriers and
no-frills airlines.

Successive Indian governments tried to privatize

the company but its huge debts and New Delhi’s
insistence on retaining a stake-since abandoned-
put off would-be buyers. Tata will take on around a
quarter of Air India’s 615 billion-rupee debt, while
the remainder will be transferred to a special-pur-
pose vehicle. In return it gets a fleet of around 120
aircraft, 6,200 airport gate slots in India and a fur-
ther 900 overseas for a carrier that operates half of
all international flights from India.

Analysts believe the deal will give the struggling
airline a much-needed lift. “Air India is one of the
most neglected government organizations ever.
Now that freshness will come back,” aviation sector
analyst Mark Martin said. “We’ll see an Air India
which is more bright, more chirpier, more customer-
friendly, more people-oriented.”

Tata Group is one of India’s biggest and oldest
companies with a workforce of more than 800,000
people across steelmaking, automobiles and tech. It
already owns a 51 percent stake in rival airline
Vistara alongside minority partner Singapore
Airlines and a majority stake in AirAsia’s Indian
operations.

While the Air India purchase will consolidate
Tata’s grip of the market, aviation expert Dhiraj
Mathur said the conglomerate still faced a challeng-
ing battle to turn around the airline’s fortunes.

“It’s going to be a long and difficult road. There
will be issues about the age of the aircraft, their

maintenance,” he said. “There will be issues
around... what they going to do with the staff and so
on. There are many challenges.” India’s government

is planning to sell off a suite of other public assets
including oil and gas corporation Bharat Petroleum
and insurance agency LIC. — AFP

Abdul Mohsen Al-Saffar
joins the list of 
Al-Danah millionaires
KUWAIT: Gulf Bank hosted Abdul-Mohsen Abdul-Samad
Taqi Al-Saffar, the grand draw prize winner of Al-Danah
account which is worth KD 1.5 million. The draw took place
a few days ago amid a wide audience on the Bank’s social
media channels, as well as Al-Rai TV and 360 FM Radio.
Gulf Bank conducted the draw under the supervision and
presence of representatives from the Ministry of
Commerce and Industry and Ernst & Young company.

After the draw announcement, and with the deposit of
KD 1.5 million in his account, the newest Al-Danah million-
aire expressed his joy and happiness at having won such
an incredible prize. Al-Saffar also thanked Gulf Bank, not-
ing the Bank has made his dreams come true and has
become a part of both his present and future.

Regarding his win, Al-Saffar said, “Receiving the grand
prize in the Al-Danah draw confirms Gulf Bank’s slogan,
‘Always’ With You,’ is more than a slogan - it’s a tangible
reality, with the grand prize not only changing my reality,
but also influencing my family’s future. It also explains why
the majority of my family members have decided to open
Al-Danah accounts.”

The winner expressed his unwavering loyalty to the
bank, noting that he opened his Al-Danah account decades
ago, and has been one of the Al-Danah account’s most loy-
al customers for over 13 years. Al-Saffar pointed out that
Gulf Bank has always been exceptional in the services and
the attention it dedicates to customers, both in terms of the
services it provides at its various branches, and through its
innovative products. 

Customer satisfaction
The General Manager of Consumer Banking,

Mohammed Al-Qattan, congratulated the winner, wishing
all Al-Danah account holders the best of luck in the
upcoming draws, and reiterating that customer satisfaction
is at the forefront of the Bank’s concerns.

Al-Qattan noted that the Bank is always keen to reward
customers and provide services and products that not only
meet, but exceed, customer requirements and aspirations.
Last year, Gulf Bank adjusted the Al-Danah account’s prize
structure to two winners instead of one, while increasing
the value of the grand prize to KD 1.5 million.

He added: “At Gulf Bank, we strive to provide our cus-
tomers with a world of innovation in banking, based on our
sustainability strategy that aims not only to meet our cus-
tomers’ needs, but also exceed them. This is why we are
constantly working on research and development to pro-
vide our clients with the best services that suit their
needs.” He pointed out that Gulf Bank will keep turning
people into millionaires overnight, noting that the Bank will
be announcing a new Al-Danah millionaire on July 14; the
deadline to participate in the semi-annual draw to win the
KD 1 million prize is March 31.

High demand
Gulf Bank’s Al-Danah account is witnessing high

demand from customers, as it is one of the best savings
accounts in Kuwait, distinguished by its periodic draws
that award valuable prizes. Gulf Bank’s Al-Danah account
offers monthly opportunities to win KD 1,000 to ten lucky
winners, in addition to two quarterly draws with KD
100,000 prizes each, a semi-annual draw prize of KD
1,000,000 and a grand draw prize of KD 1,500,000. The
Al-Danah account is the only account that rewards cus-

tomers for their loyalty by providing loyalty chances and
transfers your chances of winning from the previous year
to the next year, as part of a program that rewards cus-
tomers for their loyalty to Gulf Bank.

The Al-Danah account provides a multitude of valuable
services to its customers, including access to an exclusive
Al-Danah ATM card, which is ideal for depositing money
into their accounts at any time. Account holders can now
also calculate their chances of winning the monthly, quar-
terly and annual draws using the Al-Danah Calculator,
available on Gulf Bank’s Online and Mobile Banking App.

Deposit for the chance to win
Gulf Bank’s Al-Danah account is open to both Kuwaiti

and non-Kuwaiti residents of Kuwait. A minimum of KD
200 is required to open an account and the same amount
must be maintained for customers to be eligible for the
upcoming Al-Danah draws. If the customer’s account bal-
ance falls below KD 200 at any given time, a KD 2 fee will
be charged to the account monthly until the minimum bal-
ance is met. Customers who open an account and/or
deposit more will enter the draw within two days. 

Gulf Bank encourages Al-Danah account holders to
increase their chances of winning by increasing the
amounts deposited into their accounts. With Gulf Bank,
depositing into an Al-Danah account is now easier than
ever, as clients can deposit into their accounts using the
ePay service, available through the Bank’s Online/Mobile
Banking services.

To deposit into an Al-Danah account, customers can
visit one of Gulf Bank’s branches, or transfer directly
through Gulf Bank’s Online/Mobile Banking services.
Customers can also direct their queries via WhatsApp on
1805805 for round-the-clock assistance from Gulf Bank
representatives, or call the Customer Contact Center on
the same number. In addition, customers can visit the dedi-
cated Al-Danah account website to learn more about the
account and its winners.

Gulf Bank’s vision is to be the leading Kuwaiti Bank of
the Future. The bank is constantly engaging and empower-
ing its employees as part of an inclusive and diversified
workplace in recognition of every employee’s role in deliv-
ering customer excellence and serving the community at
large. With its extensive network of branches and innova-
tive digital services, Gulf Bank is able to give its customers
the choice of how and where to conduct their banking
transactions, all while ensuring a simple and seamless
banking experience. Gulf Bank is committed to maintaining
a robust sustainability program at the community, econom-
ic, and environmental levels through sustainability initia-
tives that are strategically selected to benefit both the
country and the Bank. Gulf Bank supports Kuwait Vision
2035 “New Kuwait” and works with the different relevant
parties to achieve it.

Mohammed Al-Qattan (left) with the Al-Danah winner
Abdul-Mohsen Abdul-Samad Taqi Al-Saffar

MUMBAI: An Air India aircraft prepares to land at the Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj International Airport in
Mumbai. — AFP

India’s Tata back in charge 
of Air India after 69 years 

$2.4bn deal marks the end of a long search for a buyer by government 

KUWAIT: KFH Group Acting Chief - Retail
Banking & Private Banking Officer, Khaled
Yousef Al-Shamlan said that e-banking trans-
actions executed by customers through
KFHonline and mobile application, increased
by 25 percent. Total number of banking trans-
actions reached 160 million in 2021 compared
to last year.  Al-Shamlan emphasized that the
increase in customers usage of KFH digital
solutions has affirmed KFH service efficiency,
simplicity, and ability to fulfill customers’
needs and aspirations. Also, it reflects KFH
pioneering position in providing banking
solutions on mobile and alternative channels
to enable customers to complete their trans-
actions anytime and anywhere. 

Al-Shamlan added that the e-banking
transactions performed by customers were
diversified and inclusive e.g. opening new
bank accounts for new customers, individual
finance request using e-sig-
nature on My ID applica-
tion, instant printing of ATM
card through QR Code,
cheques deposit, local and
foreign money transfers,
open deposits, add benefici-
aries, cheque book request,
open gold account, gold
sell/ buy/trade transactions,
establish investment plans,
cash withdrawal using civil
ID, mobile No. or QR,
request prepaid cards,
banking cards services, fol-
low up finance liabilities and instalments, view
investment plans, follow up accounts and
deposits, KFH Pay service and many other e-
banking services. 

He indicated that KFH has recently
launched a service, first of its kind in Kuwait,
enabling mobile application users
(KFHOnline) to transfer funds to any account
in local banks through mobile No. 

Customer satisfaction 
Al-Shamlan said that customers satisfac-

tion is a basic requirement to achieve growth
and sustainability. He emphasized that KFH
has focused on enhancing customer’s satis-
faction by giving him a unique banking expe-
rience in line with the latest FinTech develop-
ments. KFH launched the CX Hero Program to
employees. The program aims to build a
strong culture focusing on customer’s central-
ization, enhancement of customer satisfaction
and inspiring employees to exceed customers’
expectations. KFH has also launched “KFH
Rewards” program which provides an easy
and swift exchange of points through internet
and points of sale. 

Easy digital services 
KFH provides several distinguished digital

services e.g., swift transfer of funds to KFH
Turkey using RippleNet, “Digital Wallet”
service via smart mobiles and watches which
provide the latest smart digital payment
methods in collaboration with Samsung, Fitbit,
Garmin and many other e-banking services. 

In addition, KFH provides XTM machines
and smart KFH Go branches in various
Kuwait governorates including Kuwait
International Airport. KFH Go branches
enable customers to benefit from the diversi-
fied banking services package including
instant cheque book printing, instant credit
card printing without pre-request, receipt of
gold biscuits (10g), open (gold, saving, winner,
automated service) account, buy/ sell gold,
print IBAN certificate, request commercial
transactions “Murabaha”, request credit and
prepaid cards, update information and mobile
No., activate banking cards, open deposits
and accounts, and many other finance and

banking services. KFH has also launched a
service, first of its kind in Kuwait, enabling
KFH customers to use smart watches to utilize
ATM services. 

For the first time in Kuwait
KFH launched, for the first time in Kuwait,

the individual finance service using e-signa-
ture. The service provides electronic process-
ing of all paperwork related to finance trans-
actions. The service enables KFH customers
to sign any document remotely “electronic” at
any time and any place i.e., the finance
request is fully completed automatically
according to terms and conditions. 

‘Live FX Pricing’ service online 
KFH is the first bank in Kuwait to launch a

new unique digital service “Live FX Pricing”.
The service gives customers the advantage of

Live FX Pricing for local and
global money transfers and
inter-account transfer transac-
tions. The service is available
24/7 in global markets and
provides competitive profit
margins, dynamic prices, and
efficiency in execution. The
service is available on
KFHOnline through mobile or
KFH website and provides a
basket of currencies including
US$, Canadian Dollar, Euro,
GBP, Yen and TL. 

KFH is the first bank in
Kuwait to launch smart watches and mobiles
service to execute banking transactions on
ATMs at KFH branches and KFH GO branch-
es. The customer can benefit from the diversi-
fied package of banking services through
ATM machines without the need to use the
card. Transactions are executed through
available digital portfolios: Samsung Pay,
Garmin Pay, Fitbit Pay and KFH Wallet. 

KFH is the first bank in Kuwait to launch the
instant ATM issuance service without pre-
request through more than 100 ATMs in all
KFH branches (ladies and gents) and several
malls. It is the largest network in the country
regarding the number of available ATM
machines. The self-service provided to KFH
customers enables them to print ATM card
instantly within 3 minutes without the need to
visit the branch or speak to the bank employees
through phone service or make a pre-request.

Mobile cheque deposit service 
KFH is the first bank in Kuwait to launch

the mobile cheque deposit service. The serv-
ice enables KFH customers to deposit
cheques in their accounts electronically in a
fast, easy and secured manner by registering
access to kfhonline application, enter the
cheque amount to be deposited and take a
photo of both sides of the cheque using the
smart phone camera. Thereafter, the amount is
deposited in the customer account according
to service terms and conditions. 

Fintech solutions 
KFH is the first bank in Kuwait to launch var-

ious FinTech services: Instant cheque book
printing, receipt of gold biscuits (10 g), open
(gold, saving, winner, ATM) account, buy/Sell
gold, Swift money transfer using RippleNet to
KFH Turkey in few minutes, card less cash with-
drawal through QR Code on mobile, Skiplino
service to reserve appointment through smart
phones to visit branches. KFH is the first bank in
Kuwait to apply artificial intelligence technology
in operations in addition to many other services
which have proved KFH pioneering position in
digitalization and resilience in adopting prece-
dent steps to cope with technology and fulfil
customers aspirations. 

Khaled Yousef Al-Shamlan

Italy’s Unicredit 
reports profit, 
abandons Otkritie bid
ROME: Italy’s UniCredit bank announced a return to net
profit in annual results Friday and said it was dropping its
bid for Russian rival Otkritie due to tensions over Ukraine.

Italy’s second biggest bank reported a net profit of 1.54
billion euros in 2021, after a loss of 2.78 billion euros in
2020 as coronavirus ravaged the global economy.
Underpinned by a strong increase in commissions, the
result is however lower than analysts’ expectations provid-
ed by the bank, which forecast a net profit of 1.83 billion
euros, while UniCredit’s accounts went back into the red in
the fourth quarter.

Chief executive Andrea Orcel nevertheless confirmed
his ambitious target to return to shareholders at least 16
billion euros by 2024. In total, 3.75 billion euros will be
distributed to shareholders on the back of the 2021 results,
through dividends of 1.17 billion euros and a share buy-
back of 2.58 billion euros. For 2022, Orcel confirmed a
forecast of “more than 3.3 billion euros” in net profit.

He also announced UniCredit was abandoning its plans
to buy Russian bank Otkritie, which was taken over by that
country’s central bank in 2017. “Given the geopolitical
environment we decided to withdraw from the data room,”
an online area to share sensitive financial documents,
Orcel told journalists. Tensions are soaring between the
United States and its European allies and Russia over fears
Moscow is about to invade Ukraine.

UniCredit’s net profit last year fell short of forecasts
due to restructuring costs linked to a new strategic plan
that weighed on the fourth quarter, where a net loss of 1.43
billion euros was recorded. — AFP

KFH customers performed 160m
online banking transactions in 2021
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he Duke and Duchess of Sussex
held a secret meeting with Spider-
Man stars Tom Holland and

Zendaya. Harry and Meghan were said to
be keen to get some stardust from the
couple, who were reportedly “bemused”
by the request of the Duke and Duchess -
who stepped down as senior members of
the British royal family and relocated to the
US in 2020. A friend of Harry’s told the
Daily Mail’s Eden Confidential column:
“Tom and Zendaya were rather bemused.
“Tom had never met Harry or spoken to
him in his life, so didn’t know what they
wanted.” Despite this, Harry, 37, and
Meghan, 40, were able to meet with the
Hollywood stars in secrecy as they look to
expand their famous contacts in California.
The source added: “The meeting took
place.” Meanwhile, Harry - who shares
children Archie, two, and Lilibet, seven
months with Meghan - will team up with

tennis legend Serena Williams for an
event next month. The Duke will be in his
role as Chief Impact Officer for profession-
al coaching and mental health organiza-
tion BetterUp when he teams up with the
tennis ace and the company’s CEO Alexi
Robichaux for a conversation about “culti-
vating the power of mental fitness through
a bold commitment to Inner Work on 3
February. The discussion will form part of
the company’s virtual Inner Work Day and
will see the trio share “personal stories”
about their own experiences. An agenda
for the event stated: “From creating com-
panies and foundations designed to
inspire others to achieve their best to tack-
ling challenges and finding success both
in and outside of work, Serena, Prince
Harry and Alexi share their personal sto-
ries and unique perspectives.”

T

onica Galetti has warned entrants
wanting to create a pudding for
Queen Elizabeth not to make any-

thing “too crazy”. The ‘Masterchef: The
Professionals’ star will be among the
judges for the Platinum Pudding
Competition - which asks amateur cooks
to invent a dessert in honor of the
monarch’s 70 years on the throne - and
she’s suggested hopefuls “jazz up” the
queen’s known favorites. She said: “From
what I’ve heard about Her Majesty, she
doesn’t like over-complicated things. She
likes traditional, but apparently she has a
fondness of chocolate and berries, espe-
cially seasonal fruit. “There’s a bit of scope
to maybe mix the two, then see how they
can jazz it up. “There’s noting wrong with
taking a traditional pudding and bringing
your own personality to it - but don’t make
it too crazy.” The winning recipe will be
served at the Big Jubilee Lunch and given
to the queen, and though it’s not yet been
revealed if the successful entrant will meet
the monarch, Monica hopes they do - so
she can tag along. She told Britain’s HEL-
LO! magazine: “Wouldn’t that be a won-
derful prize - to meet the queen and pres-
ent her with the wonderful pudding? “The
rest of us could tag along and stand
behind the winner, saying, ‘We helped
select it.’” The 46-year-old chef previously
met the queen at a 2018 Buckingham
Palace reception. She said: “She probably
wouldn’t remember me.  “She was so witty
and charming and I was so honored to be
in line to shake her hand.”

he 19-year-old tennis star says
she has been scared to go out
alone after Amrit Magar tracked

down her address and visited her home in
London on three occasions, leaving
bizarre notes and gifts. Magar also stole
Emma’s father’s trainer after mistakenly

believing that it belonged to the sports
star. The Daily Mail newspaper reports
that Magar, 35, was convinced of stalking
at Bromley Magistrates Court and will be
sentenced next month. Speaking to police
as she prepared for the Australian Open in
Melbourne, Emma said: “Because of this I
feel like my freedom has been taken away
from me. I am constantly looking over my
shoulder. “I feel on edge and worried this
could happen again. I don’t feel safe in my
own home which is where I should feel
safest.” The married Magar is said to have
become interested in the US Open cham-
pion after watching her on television and
turned up at the house in November with a
bizarre love note. He also visited the fol-
lowing month where he hung Christmas
lights and decorations on a tree outside
the family home where he was pursed by
Emma’s father Ian - who had recognized
him from doorbell camera footage. In a
statement, he said: “I received a notifica-
tion on my phone from the Nest doorbell. It
said someone was at the front of the
house. “I went outside and could see a
male stood on the pavement. He began
running away.” Emma also revealed that
she was worried about the public finding
out that she had a stalker and wanted to
move to a new property. She said: “I want
to move to a new house with better securi-
ty because I am worried he might come
back as he knows where my home is.”

T

Gervais felt ‘sense
of responsibility’ 
to avoid one ‘After
Life’ ending

icky Gervais felt a “sense of
responsibility” about the ending of
‘After Life’. The 60-year-old star

admitted he considered a number of differ-
ent last scenes for the third series of his
Netflix comedy drama but quickly rejected
the “most drastic” idea of having his char-
acter Tony take his own life after a grief
counselor urged him not to.  He said: “It
was down to two or three [endings]. Some
options were worse and sadder than oth-
ers but I soon rejected the most drastic of
those, and I’ll tell you why. “After the first
season, I’d never had a reaction like it -
that emotional response from people - and
I realized that everyone’s grieving, really.
“And I met a grief therapist who said,
‘Please don’t have Tony commit suicide.’
“Now, I’ve always insisted on not worrying
about what other people might think, but I
had to take that on board. “So - amazingly
- I felt a sense of responsibility and I ruled
that out. “Then, it was a matter of degrees.
What happened? What does Tony do?
What does it really mean? “I didn’t want it
to be ambiguous and it’s not really open.
It’s the end. “And we don’t know what hap-
pens next, except that everyone dies
eventually. So that was my thinking behind
it.” The final scene was soundtracked by
Joni Mitchell’s ‘Both Sides Now’ but Ricky
also had a different song in mind for the
closing moments.  He said: “Imagine if I
hadn’t been able to use that song - how it
would have affected the scene.” Asked if
he’d considered something else, he told
heat magazine: “Shall I say, or would that
annoy people? Does that spoil it? It’s fine.
“It was ‘Heroes’ [by David Bowie]. “But the
music is so important, I knew the songs I
wanted for the whole series as I was writ-
ing the script. They’re that embedded in it.
“So I basically picked my favorite songs
from the last 50 years.”

he Oscar-winning actress is one of
the best-known stars in
Hollywood, but Halle still feels like

she needs to keep proving herself.  In a
clip from ABC’s ‘Screen Queens Rising’ -
which has been shared with People - the
actress says: “I feel like I’m someone who
is always asked to prove themselves, over
and over and over and over again. I’m
always having to prove.” Halle, 55,
believes she’s faced constant obstacles
during her time in the movie business. The
acclaimed actress says: “The fight has
been consistent. Obstacle after obstacle,
fight every single day.” In December,
meanwhile, Halle revealed she set her
Razzie Award “on fire”. The movie star
won the Worst Actress gong at the parody
awards ceremony for her performance in
‘Catwoman’ - which was released in 2004
- and Halle explained what she did with
her Razzie.  She said: “I went to the
Razzie [Awards] because I feel like we all
take ourselves so seriously. “If we get an
award, if we get the Oscar, we somehow
are made to feel like we’re somehow bet-
ter than everybody else, but we’re really
not. You were just chosen that year by
your peers, and you were acknowledged
for doing what they considered stellar
work ... If you find yourself face to face
with a Razzie, does that mean you’re the
worst actor there ever was? Probably not.
“You just got the p*** taken out on you that
year by a group of people that can.” Halle
won the Academy Award for Best Actress
for her performance in ‘Monster’s Ball’.
And she compared that experience to
being handed a Razzie.  She said: “If I can
show up to collect an Oscar when you’re
honoring me, I can certainly show up to
collect a Razzie when you say, good try,
but do better.”
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tanley Tucci’s sense of taste and
smell are stronger than ever fol-
lowing his cancer treatment. The

61-year-old actor received treatment after
a tumor was found at the base of his
tongue, causing him to lose his sense of
taste and smell - but he’s revealed they’re
both now stronger than ever before. He
shared: “I got very lucky. I can taste and
eat almost everything now. In fact, my
sense of taste and smell are almost
heightened and more than they were
before, oddly enough.” Now, the
Hollywood star has a greater appreciation
for food than ever, too. He told the ‘Today’
show: “When you’re forced to go without
something that you love - just like when
you’re forced to go without someone that
you love - you appreciate them, and or it,
much more when you’re able to have it

back or if you’re lucky enough to have it
back.” Stanley is a lifelong food lover and
he’s even published two cookbooks of his
own. The actor also hosts ‘Stanley Tucci:
Searching for Italy’ and he can’t wait for
the show to return for a second season
later this year. He said: “Food means
everything to me. It’s sort of all I can think
about.” The movie star also revealed how
he first came to host the acclaimed series
on CNN. Stanley - whose film credits
include ‘Road to Perdition’ and ‘The Devil
Wears Prada’ - explained: “CNN came to
me and asked me to do this series a few
years ago, and we’ve been able to make it
happen. It’s been a lifelong dream of mine
to explore the regional cooking of it in as
much detail as possible.”— Bang Showbiz

icole Kidman thinks Keith Urban is
the “best thing” to ever happen to
her.  The Oscar-winning actress -

who has Sunday, 13, and Faith, 11, with
Keith - has been married to the musician
since 2006, and she believes he’s trans-
formed her life. She shared: “I met him lat-
er in life and it’s been the best thing that’s
ever happened to me. That man is the
best thing that’s ever happened to me.”
Nicole, 54, was married to actor Tom
Cruise between 1990 and 2001, and has
kids Isabella, 29, and Connor, 27, with the
Hollywood star.  However, Nicole believes
she’s found the perfect match in Keith, 54.
She told ‘CBS Mornings’: “We’re a mix.
We’re very suited [for each other]. I’m

incredibly lucky to have met him.” Nicole
recently revealed that she wants to “share”
her success with her family. The
acclaimed actress appreciates the support
she gets from her family, and she hopes
that her youngest daughters are learning
from her example.  Nicole shared: “I think
they see it. They’re firsthand, where we
travel as a little group, where, always, we
share pretty much everything. “I always
say it’s our work as a family, it’s not my
work. So they share in everything, all of
them, because it is our work and without
their support, I wouldn’t be able to do it.”
Nicole also heaped praise on her hus-
band, describing Keith as “rock solid”. She
said: “[Her daughters are] right there with
me and we have a very, deeply, intimate
family, so we share a lot. “They’re both
seen a lot and been aware of a lot of my
goals. And my husband is, I’ve always
said, he is rock solid. And he’ll be there,
like just an incredible love and support to
me, as I hope I give to him as well,
because he’s got a massive career and it’s
just in a very different field.” 

Beyonce brings
out Ivy Park 
collection in time
for Valentine’s Day

eyonce has revealed the capsule
Ivy Park collection for Valentine’s
Day. The ‘Feeling Myself’ hitmaker

will be dropping ‘Ivy Heart - the sixth col-
lection between the former Destiny’s Child
member and Adidas - on February 9
online and in stores February 10 just in
time for love’s big day. Snippets of the
gender-neutral line - mainly in different
hues of red - have been published online
showing some of the wares being mod-
eled by pop superstar Troye Sivan, model
and actor Tyson Beckford and models Shu
Pei, Karrueche Tran and the comedian
Naomi Watanabe. The range of acces-
sories, shoes and clothes - which includes
a latex baseball cap ($40), a heart-lip bag
($90) and a latex parka jacket ($250) -
caters for all budgets with prices going
from $30 to $300. The latest offering from
the global singing superstar was her
Christmas collection - titled ‘Halls of Ivy’ -
aimed at both adults and children and
sought to bring people together regardless
of background, race or beliefs while honor-
ing individuality. The campaign included
many offspring of famous faces, such as
Reese Witherspoon and Ryan Phillippe’s
two children, 22-year-old Ava and 18-year-
old Deacon, the daughter of the Vanessa
and the late Kobe Bryant, 18-year-old
Natalia and Beyonce’s own daughters,
Blue Ivy, 10,  and Rumi, four, who she
shares with her husband, rapper Jay-Z,
52, along with their son Sir, also four.
Beyonce’s first collection with Adidas
debuted in 2020 with the line selling out in
mere minutes. From 2016 to 2019, the
‘Dreamgirls’ star worked under the brand
Topshop - which has since cut its retail
operation - before buying out the brand
completely.
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T
ucked away like Easter eggs in the
most prestigious Paris museums, a
unique commemoration of designer

Yves Saint Laurent cements his status
among the greats of French cultural histo-
ry. “I am utterly eclectic,” the designer
once said, and the point is proven by how
easily his clothes fit into museums cover-
ing very different eras and artistic styles.
In the Apollo Gallery of the Louvre, along-
side the crowns and jewels of French
kings and queens, the almost absurdly
ornate “Versailles jacket” covered in gold
leaves and rock crystals, looks perfectly at
home.

The Louvre is one of six museums tak-
ing part in the unique collaboration to mark
60 years since the designer’s first catwalk
show, when he was 26.  Head across
town to the Centre Pompidou, France’s
mecca for modern art, and you find a very
different Saint Laurent on display. Dresses
in the abstract styles of Piet Mondrian,
Sonia Delaunay and US pop artists hang
alongside the portraits that inspired them. 

Saint Laurent was often ahead of the
game: his Mondrian collection came out to
rave reviews in 1965, four years before
the Dutch artist, who died in 1944, had his
first career retrospective at the Orangerie

Museum.  “It was precisely that moment
when fashion changed and started to
become an art in its own right,” said
Aurelie Samuel, of the Yves Saint Laurent
Museum, which is displaying some of his
drawings as part of the city-wide exhibi-
tion, which runs until May. His creations
have also been snuck into the Orsay,
Picasso and Contemporary Art museums.

‘Something different’ 
It is not the first time that Saint Laurent,

who died in 2008, has been granted the
imprimatur of the art establishment. As
early as 1983, barely two decades after

his first show, he became the first living
designer to have his work presented in a
major art institution-at the Metropolitan
Museum in New York. The Petit Palais in
Paris put on a career retrospective in
2010. “The house has already done so
many anniversaries. I wanted to do some-
thing different,” said Madison Cox, presi-
dent of the Pierre Berge-Yves Saint
Laurent Foundation. 

Many of the influences were made
explicit by Saint Laurent at the time-others
have been chosen for how well they play
off each other. They include the dresses
he made for the “Proust Ball”, one of the

most decadent social events of France in
the last century, organized by the
Rothschild family to mark the author’s
100th birthday.

Those dresses are now on display
alongside Belle Epoque masterpieces by
Monet, Degas and Renoir on the top floor
of the Orsay Museum. “It would have been
boring to just find an empty space, throw
up some scenery and fill it with his
clothes,” said Cox. “It was important to
integrate them into permanent collec-
tions.”— AFP

L
ebanese fashion designer Elie Saab
returned to the Paris catwalk after
nearly two years, turning the page

on a troubled period marked by the Beirut
port blast and COVID-19, with a collec-
tion of vibrant, red carpet-ready looks.
Saab sensed a need for release, he told
Reuters in an interview ahead of the
show. “I felt my clients are looking for
release, they want things that are flashy,
with colors, lively things - I see that this
period has affected a lot of people,” he
said.

Drawing on the influence of the
Mediterranean region’s colors and civi-
lizations, the designer worked bright hues
into his collection. Models wound around
the room in tulle ball gowns and capes

covered in bright Bougainvillea flowers,
which contrasted in texture and color with
shimmery blue-toned dresses covered in
embroidery. Saab’s previous runway
show in the French capital took place in
February 2020, just before the novel
coronavirus swept across the globe, halt-
ing travel and prompting lockdowns.

Weddings and awards ceremonies -
key events that send clients to Saab -
were cancelled for months. Then, in
August, Beirut was rocked by the explo-
sion that killed more than 200 people,
wounded thousands and laid waste to
entire neighborhoods. The offices of
Saab’s namesake label were badly dam-
aged, as was his home, its arches and
marbled columns covered with dust and

rubble. “Thank God, no one died - we
were blessed,” Saab said, noting they
were able to quickly return to the offices
in the weeks that followed. Work contin-
ued on his home, however.

“There’s still my house - that was
destroyed as well - we are still finishing
the works,” said the designer, who found-
ed his label in 1982, at the height of the
country’s 1975-1990 civil war. “We,
Lebanese, when we go through difficult
times - each time we experience difficult
times, we transform the challenge into
something better. There’s no other coun-
try that has had so many problems,” he
said. — Reuters
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These pictures show creations of late French designer Yves Saint-Laurent displayed at the Louvre Museum as part of the exhibitions “Yves Saint-Laurent at the museums” in Paris. — AFP photos

Models present creations by Elie Saab during the Spring-Summer 2022 Haute Couture collection fashion show in Paris. — AFP photos
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“Nanny,” a supernatural thriller
about an undocumented immi-
grant working for a wealthy

New York family, won the Sundance film
festival’s top prize Friday. Starring Anna
Diop and Michelle Monaghan, Nikyatu
Jusu’s debut feature portrays the sacri-
fices Senegalese nanny Aisha makes to
leave her home country and young son
behind in order to build a new life. “In
America in particular, we haven’t seen
enough films that truly reflect the dispro-
portionate level of Black and brown
women... domestic workers that keep this
country afloat,” Jusu told a virtual panel at
the festival.

“I wanted to center women who typical-

ly are on the periphery of other women’s
stories,” said Jusu, a first-generation
American whose family is from Sierra
Leone. Diop, the film’s star who is also
known for television series “Titans,” was

born in Senegal and moved to the United
States as a child. The movie, which taps
into the horror genre and African folklore
as well as issues of race and motherhood,
does not yet have a release date.
Sundance, which celebrates independent
cinema, was forced to go virtual for a sec-
ond year running by the surge in COVID-
19 cases across the United States driven
by the Omicron variant.

The Robert Redford-founded festival
usually takes place in the mountains of
the western US state of Utah. The festi-
val’s documentary prize went to “The
Exiles,” in which filmmaker Christine Choy
tracks down three exiled dissidents from
China’s 1989 Tiananmen Square crack-

down. The separate audience prize for
best drama went to “Cha Cha Real
Smooth,” starring Dakota Johnson as an
older, engaged woman who strikes up a
flirtatious relationship with a directionless
recent graduate-played by writer-director
Cooper Raiff. The film was bought by
Apple TV+ during the festival for a report-
ed $15 million-the largest deal so far at
this year’s event.

And “Navalny,” a secretive new fly-on-
the-wall documentary about top Kremlin
critic Alexei Navalny, which was added to
the festival line-up at the last minute, won
the audience documentary prize. Director
Daniel Roher said he wanted the film to
spark “global outrage and outcry” over

Navalny’s imprisonment. The film, which
airs on CNN and HBO Max later this year,
follows the Russian opposition leader-as
well as his family and aides-during the five
months he spent in Germany recovering
from poisoning in late 2020 and early
2021. “I want every single human being
on the planet Earth to know the name
Alexei Navalny,” said Roher. “I want that
name to be associated with a grotesque
injustice being perpetrated by the Russian
state against a man who survived a mur-
der attempt and then was arrested for
merely surviving.” Sundance runs until
Sunday. — AFP

Anna Diop, the star of ‘Nanny’. — AFP

Singer Chris Brown is being sued for
rape in California, with his alleged
victim claiming he drugged her and

attacked her on a yacht at rap mogul
Diddy’s Florida home. The woman, identi-
fied in court papers only as Jane Doe, is
demanding $20 million in damages from
the R&B star. According to the civil suit,
which was filed on Thursday and seen by
AFP, Brown invited the woman-described
as a choreographer, dancer, model and
musical artist-to the yacht shortly after she
arrived in Miami on December 30, 2020.

She says the drink he offered her there
made her feel “disoriented (and) physical-
ly unstable.” The filing says Brown led her
into a bedroom where, despite her
protests, he raped her. “The traumatic
events that Plaintiff Jane Doe experienced
shock the conscience and should horrify
all of us,” says the suit, filed in Los
Angeles. “The time has come to send a
message to Defendant Chris Brown that
enough is enough. “Accordingly, Plaintiff
Jane Doe brings this complaint seeking
justice for herself (and also with the hope
it may serve as an example for others)

who may now or have in the past found
themselves at the mercy of Defendant
Chris Brown.”

Lawyers Ariel Mitchell and George
Vrabeck told TMZ their client did not
report the alleged attack to the police
because she was embarrassed. AFP
asked the firm if a criminal complaint
would be forthcoming in the wake of the
civil case, but there was no immediate
reply. Grammy Award-winning Brown took
to Instagram after news of the suit broke.
“I HOPE YALL SEE THIS PATTERN OF
[blue cap emoji],” he wrote. The blue cap
emoji is used to denote untruths.
“Whenever im releasing music or projects
‘THEY’ try to pull some real b****t.” Brown
did not specify who “they” were. In 2009,
Brown was convicted of beating fellow
singer Rihanna, his girlfriend at the time,
who missed the Grammy Awards because
of her injuries. He also was previously
accused of raping a woman in a luxury
Paris hotel. He denied the claim, and was
not charged. — AFP 

Man arrested outside
Swift’s Manhattan
home after 
attempting to enter

New York police on Friday said they
arrested a man outside Taylor
Swift’s building, which he had

crashed his vehicle into and attempted to
forcibly enter. Morgan Mank, 31, was
charged after police say he was driving
the wrong way on a street in lower
Manhattan. He faces charges of driving
while intoxicated and driving while ability-
impaired. Superstar Swift, 32, has long
suffered from attention from stalkers. The
pop phenom has cited threats to her safe-
ty as one of her “greatest fears,” and in
the past reportedly has deployed facial
recognition technology at some concerts
to identify potential stalkers in the crowd.
“You get enough stalkers trying to break
into your house and you kind of start prep-

ping for bad things,” she wrote in a 2019
essay for Elle.

“Every day I try to remind myself of the
good in the world, the love I’ve witnessed,
and the faith I have in humanity.” In June
2019 an Iowa man was arrested after
traveling to Rhode Island, where she
owns a home, with burglary tools includ-
ing an aluminum baseball bat and plans to
“visit” Swift. And a man named Roger
Alvarado has been arrested multiple times
for breaking into her Manhattan home in
recent years. — AFP

Anew Janet Jackson documen-
tary out Friday offers a narrow
glimpse into the fiercely pri-

vate superstar’s early life and rise to
fame. But rather than the juicy tell-all
the series was billed as, “Janet
Jackson” offers a retelling of her sto-
ry dictated by the “Rhythm Nation”
star herself, and so far stops short of
revelation. The first half of the four-
hour series, sees Jackson, 55, dis-
cuss her complex relationships with
her father and brother Michael, her
reticence to join the entertainment
industry and her early marriages.

The documentary, which Jackson
and her brother Randy executive
produced, features home movie
footage made public for the first time,
along with interviews with stars
including Tyler Perry, Samuel L
Jackson and Missy Elliott. It begins
with Jackson and Randy visiting their
small childhood home in Gary,
Indiana, which serves as the back-
drop as she recounts the rise of the
Jackson 5. She recalls the “tough”
love of her father Joe, who for years
was accused of physically and emo-
tionally abusing his children.

Jackson doesn’t explicitly deny
abuse but instead says her father’s
“discipline” was out of his desire for
his children to succeed, and she
says she owes her career to him.
The Grammy winner-whose “Control”
album came to define 1980s dance
music and served as a model for
artists to come-details growing up as
a child star, talking about later want-
ing to attend college and study busi-
ness. Her father, who died in 2018 at
age 89, said no, according to
Jackson, pushing her further into a
show business career.

“It has opened a great deal of
doors for me...having that name,”
she says at one point. “[But] I wanted
my own identity.” She said she mar-
ried young-eloping with childhood
friend James DeBarge in 1984, when
she was 18 — in order to escape
from under her father’s thumb and
make her own career moves. The
marriage was annulled one year lat-
er, with Jackson citing his frequent
drug use. Jackson also briefly dis-
cusses how she and brother Michael
drifted as the King of Pop found
immeasurable global success.

She also reiterates without much
additional detail her family’s long-
time denial that she had a secret
baby which, according to rumors,
she either gave to her sister to raise
or put up for adoption. The series
pivots to her second marriage to
Rene Elizondo in 1991, who docu-
mented much of the couple’s life on
home video, footage that features
prominently in the first half of the
docuseries.

The second half, which will air
Saturday, promises to discuss the
child molestation accusations against
her late brother Michael. It’s also
teased that she will offer her side of
the story surrounding the infamous
“wardrobe malfunction” when Justin
Timberlake briefly exposed her
breast on live television during the
2004 Super Bowl. — AFP

In this file photo enductee Janet Jackson
attends the 34th Annual Rock & Roll Hall
of Fame Induction Ceremony at Barclay’s
Center in New York City.—  AFP 

This undated image shows the new presidential cat “Willow” The dog-loving Bidens have finally
fulfilled a key White House pledge: they got a cat. — AFP 

Brad Pitt and Edward Norton in Fight Club.

In this file photo Taylor Swift attends the ‘All
Too Well’ premiere at AMC Lincoln Square in
New York. — AFP 

The new ending to the Chinese
release of “Fight Club” in which the
authorities win is actually closer to

the original book, the author has said. Film
fans in China noticed this week that a
streaming version of David Fincher’s 1999
cult classic had been transformed to lose
its anarchist finale. Instead of Edward
Norton’s Narrator character blowing up
buildings, a black screen and coda
appears.

“The police rapidly figured out the whole
plan and arrested all criminals, successful-
ly preventing the bomb from exploding,” it
says. While some film fans were outraged
by the edit, blasting China’s heavy hand,
Chuck Palahniuk, on whose 1996 novel
the movie was based, shrugged it off. “The

irony is that the way the Chinese have
changed it, they have aligned the ending
almost exactly with the ending of the book,
as opposed to Fincher’s ending, which was
the more spectacular visual ending,”
Palahniuk told the TMZ website.

“So in a way, the Chinese brought the
movie back to the book a little bit.” And, he
added, the book has frequently been
altered to more closely follow the plot of
the film, which also starred Brad Pitt. “A lot
of my overseas publishers have edited the
novel itself, so that the novel ends the way
the movie ends,” he said. “So I’ve been
dealing with this kind of revision for, like, 25
years.”— AFP

Joe Exotic loses
appeal, gets new
21-year jail term
Joe Exotic, the jailed former private

zoo owner who shot to fame as the
star of the “Tiger King” series, on

Friday failed to convince a US judge to
release him and received a new sentence
of 21 years for attempted murder. Exotic,
whose real name is Joe Maldonado-
Passage, was sentenced in January 2020
to 22 years in prison for attempting to kill a

rival animal refuge owner, Carole Baskin.
Owing to a procedural error, a federal

court then ordered that the sentence be
reduced. At a hearing in Oklahoma City to
determine his new sentence, the 58-year-
old impresario asked for a “second
chance,” local media reported Friday.
“Please don’t make me die in prison wait-
ing for my freedom,” pleaded Exotic, who
suffers from prostate cancer. Baskin had
urged the judge to leave him behind bars,
saying she still feared for her life. The
judge finally retained a sentence of 21
years of imprisonment, according to court
documents.—AFP

The dog-loving Bidens have finally ful-
filled a key White House pledge-they
got a cat. The political pussycat is a

short-haired tabby named Willow, a
spokesman for Jill Biden said Friday.
Pictures posted by the first lady on Twitter
showed the gray-and-white-striped pet
prowling in the red-carpeted splendor of
the presidential residence. It was the kind
of soft, even cuddly Friday news the White
House might need in these days of ten-
sion with Russia, soaring inflation and a
stubborn, if receding, COVID-19 pandem-
ic. “We’re waiting for a bad news day,”
Press Secretary Jen Psaki joked back in
June about going through with the long-
expected cat plan. “If you see a tail wag-
ging coming out of the briefing room, you’ll
know something bad is about to happen.”

Willow brings serious political chops:
she’s a farm cat from Pennsylvania-
ground zero in tight presidential elections-
and was first encountered in 2020 when
she jumped onto a stage where the future
first lady was campaigning. “Willow made
quite an impression on Dr Biden,” Michael
LaRosa, the first lady’s press secretary,
said. “Seeing their immediate bond, the
owner of the farm knew that Willow
belonged with Dr Biden.” LaRosa said,
“Willow is settling into the White House
with her favorite toys, treats, and plenty of
room to smell and explore.” There was no
answer to questions on Willow’s ability to
bridge the bipartisan divide with dogs, but
Washington probably won’t have to wait

long to find out: the Bidens got a new
German Shepherd puppy, Commander,
just before Christmas.

The Bidens used to have two adult
German Shepherds but one, Champ, died
last year and the other, Major, was sent
away to live with family friends because of
a series of biting incidents involving White
House staff. Indeed, the US presidential
mansion has a long and storied history as
a pro-dog house. Pooches-more than 100
— have roamed and sniffed its corridors
as far back as the days of George
Washington. America’s first president
actually bred a kind of dog called the
American Foxhound, and his journals fea-
ture specimens with names like Sweet
Lips and Drunkard, the American Kennel
Club says.

In modern times, well-liked presidential
dogs have included George Bush Sr’s
English Springer spaniel Millie and Barack
Obama’s Portuguese water dogs Bo and
Sunny. Donald Trump, famously germo-
phobic, stood out from the pack by not
having a dog. White House cats are a
much rarer species. One of the most pop-
ular was Socks-Bill, Hillary and Chelsea
Clinton’s black and white short-haired cat
in the 1990s. An adopted stray, Socks
made it big, even being photographed sit-
ting at the presidential desk in the Oval
Office. — AFP

In this undated photo courtesy of Netflix
shows Joseph “Joe Exotic” Maldonado-
Passage with one of his tigers. —AFP 
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SHANGHAI: The Chinese men’s hockey team were
lined up as lambs to the slaughter for the NHL’s
stars and nearly barred from their own Olympics.
Now, against all hope, they just might not get blown
off the ice. Before the puck is even dropped at cen-
tre ice in Beijing next week, the mixed squad of
Chinese and foreign-born players will have already
experienced Olympic-level ups and downs in one of
the strangest team journeys to a Games.

The latest twist came last month when the
National Hockey League (NHL) said its players
would skip Beijing on pandemic concerns, sparing
China potential humiliation on home ice-the hosts
are grouped with Canada, the United States and
2018 silver medalists Germany. That’s a loss for the
Olympics but a boon for the Chinese team on their
debut at the Games, said Li Longmou, a hockey
commentator who will call matches for state broad-
caster CCTV. “It’s good for the Chinese team
because they may get better results,” Li said.

‘Will they finally win?’ 
Winter sports are in their infancy in China and

hockey has been starved of state investment com-
pared to football and basketball, said Li. When
Beijing was awarded the Games in 2015, Chinese
sports officials realized they faced embarrassment
in one of the marquee events. So a professional
team was created to compete in the Kontinental
Hockey League, Russia’s top professional competi-
tion and widely considered the world’s second-
best after the NHL, to serve as a sort of training
camp for the national players. China bolstered the
team, called Kunlun Red Star, with Canadian and
American players of Chinese descent, some of
whom had played sparingly in the NHL or other
pro leagues.

Several are expected to suit up in Beijing via
undisclosed citizenship arrangements reached with

China. But things haven’t gone so well with Kunlun
Red Star. The team have never posted a winning
record since debuting in 2016, finishing each sea-
son at or near the bottom of the league. With the
KHL season pausing for the Olympics, Red Star’s
record is a woeful 9-39. “Will Red Star finally get
a win?” the league’s own website asked in a
despairing headline.

‘Not good for hockey’ 
The dismal showing nearly put China’s Olympic

dreams on ice. Governing body the International Ice
Hockey Federation said in late September that
China, ranked 32 in the world, were so bad that they
might be barred from Beijing despite the automatic
berth typically extended to hosts. “Watching a team
being beaten 15-0 is not good for anyone, not for
China or for ice hockey,” IIHF president Luc Tardif
told AFP in an interview at the time. The squad was
given until October to prove its mettle, but didn’t
exactly dazzle, managing two wins, nine losses and
ending the month with an 8-0 drubbing at the
hands of another losing team.

Still, the IIHF announced soon after that China
could take the ice in Beijing. More good news came
in December with the announcement that Connor
McDavid, Alex Ovechkin and other NHL luminaries
would be absent. “That dramatically changes
things” said Mark Dreyer, a Beijing-based China
sports analyst. China will still struggle to win a
game “but the scores are not going to be nearly as
bad as people were predicting”, he said.

The team and individual players did not reply to
AFP requests for comment. China has stated that it
hopes the Beijing Games will fuel growth in all win-
ter sports in the country, and Li said a decent per-
formance in the rink could do much for hockey. “For
some (Chinese), how much they like a sport is
determined by the performance of the national team

at the Winter Olympics.” A better Chinese perform-
ance could mean “more media attention and more
sports fans may start to like ice hockey”, Li said.

‘Right direction’ 
Still, hockey faces hurdles in China in the longer

term. Li estimates there are only about 5,000
youths playing regularly in the huge country. Dreyer
said the NHL is “missing a massive opportunity” to

promote hockey in China’s untapped market, having
invested far less than other foreign sports leagues.
Without the luxury of an automatic berth in the
future, it’s hard to say when China might next quali-
fy for the Olympics. But Dreyer says noticeably
larger numbers of Chinese are taking up the sport,
at least in the capital. “The growth of ice hockey in
China is definitely moving in the right direction,” he
said. “There’s a lot of good organic growth.”—AFP

NHL players to skip Beijing on pandemic concerns

Debacle on ice: Strange journey 
of China’s Olympic hockey team

BEIJING: In this file photo, Liu Zihao (left) of Beijing Arcfox and Zhang Zhuo of Beijing Shougang vie for the
puck during an ice hockey match - part of a Beijing 2022 Olympic Games test event, at the Wukesong
Sports Centre in Beijing. —AFP

No slogans: Beijing 
curbs enthusiasm 
for Olympics
BEIJING: When Beijing won the bid for the 2008
Summer Olympics, crowds poured onto the streets of
the Chinese capital bursting with national pride. Two
decades later, locals are noticeably lukewarm about
the Winter Games. The build-up to the Beijing Winter
Olympics, which start next Friday, has been largely
muted, with an absence of the ubiquitous slogans,
extravagant floral arrangements and flags from last
time. “The enthusiasm is not as strong as in 2008,” said
one Beijinger surnamed Liu, who preferred not to give
his full name. Winter Games generally attract less
attention than Summer ones, but the apparent ennui
could also be down to a changing Chinese perception
of their country’s power.

“In 2008, the economic stature of the country was
not yet so high in the world so we thought hosting the
Olympics was a symbol of national rebirth,” Liu told
AFP. “Today, the Games are a sporting event like any
other.” Since the 2008 Beijing Olympics, China has
become the second-largest economy in the world and
the warmer image it pushed back then has been
replaced by a fiery nationalism. Under President Xi
Jinping, China has presented a far more muscular atti-
tude to world affairs.

“2008 really was China showing that it was firmly
on the global stage,” said Heather Dichter, sports his-
torian at De Montfort University in England. Simon

Chadwick, sports industry expert for Emlyon Business
School, said: “It was almost like the relaunch of brand
China-it was a coming-out party, it was an announce-
ment that China was back on the global scene. “China
perhaps feels less dependent on the rest of the world
(now) and in a position of strength, which means that it
no longer worries so much about the external gaze.”

Fans and bubbles 
In addition, with Beijing 2022 the second Olympics

to be held under a coronavirus shadow, measures
brought in to ensure that the Games are COVID-safe
have left many of the capital’s residents feeling locked
out. Two years of a global pandemic have upended the
organization of all big sports events, but China has
maintained a strict “zero-COVID” policy, keeping its
borders largely closed since spring 2020.

Beijing is counting on the Games to showcase the
success of this approach, which it has repeatedly
hailed as mirroring the success of its system of top-
down governance. “If there is a resurgence of the epi-
demic during these Games it will clearly be a failure for
China and potentially backfire for Beijing,” said Carole
Gomez, specialist in sports geopolitics at the French
Institute for International and Strategic Affairs.

The Games will have no international spectators
and only a small number of invited domestic fans.
Foreign athletes will be locked in a tight bubble and
all Olympic sites are sealed off from the rest of the
city. During a recent rehearsal of the opening cere-
mony at the “Bird’s Nest” stadium, police blocked off
all the streets leading to the main Olympic Park for as
much as a kilometer away. Local Jiang Haoliang told
AFP he has little interest in the Olympics. “Most peo-
ple won’t be able to attend in person,” he shrugged.

‘Ideological heat’ 
The reduced enthusiasm for the Games might also

be down to the simple fact that winter events generally
arouse less public interest than Summer Olympics. This
is particularly true in China, where government efforts
to build interest in winter sports have been ramped up
in recent years but started from a nearly non-existent
base. And while China is a superpower in the Summer
Games, it is a relative minnow in winter sports. 

“Winter sports in China tend to be much more the
domain of the affluent middle classes,” said Chadwick.
“For some of the events, like curling, it might be some-
what an esoteric event that doesn’t capture the popu-
lar imagination the same way.” But these Games also
land in a very different China to the more outward fac-
ing country from two decades ago. —AFP

Ski star Shiffrin 
aiming for more 
Olympic gold
YANQING: Mikaela Shiffrin will head to
Beijing with a proven Olympic track
record and on the back of World Cup
form after a tumultuous year that has kept
her in the spotlight as one of the world’s
best alpine skiers. Despite her medal haul,
Shiffrin has insisted she keeps her three
Olympic medals wrapped in socks and
tucked away in a drawer, and only hung
up her world championships medals to fill
dead wall space.

It is indicative of the American’s
steel-edged approach to ski racing that
has been nurtured from a young age. It
is easy to forget that Shiffrin is still only
26 years old, having remarkably won her
first world slalom gold in Schladming in
2013 aged just 17, two years after her
World Cup debut. The statistics are truly
incredible. She went on to win three

more world slalom titles in 2015, 2017
and 2019 as well the 2014 Olympic
slalom title before claiming giant slalom
gold and combined silver at the
Pyeongchang Games in 2018.

Shiffrin, a three-time defending over-
all champion, has already notched up 73
wins in the World Cup, including 47 in
slalom, leaving her within touching dis-
tance of retired former US teammate
Lindsey Vonn’s female record of 82
World Cup wins. She has also racked up
victories in the giant slalom (14), com-
bined (one), parallel slalom (four), city
event (three), downhill (two) and super-G
(four), making her the only skier, male or
female, to have won in all FIS disciplines.

Champion mindset
Coach Mike Day is in no doubt that

Shiffrin is one of the greatest ever skiers.
“She is an extremely sound skier,” Day
told AFP in an interview. “She’s built her
fundamental base at a young age and it’s
very solid. “She has that champion mind-
set, the ability to perform on demand,
even when she is not at her best she
goes out and performs. Because she is
such a good skier, she is able to produce

that volume and be as well-rounded, and
has been able to transition to a four-
event skier smoothly and efficiently.” 

Astonishing as her race-winning fig-
ures may be, they are lost on Shiffrin
herself - she argues that statistics and

numbers “dehumanise the sport and
what every athlete is trying to achieve”.
“My goal has never been to break
records for most World Cup wins, points
or most medals at world champs,” she
maintains. —AFP

PLAN DE CORONES: USA’s Mikaela Shiffrin competes in the first run of the
Women’s Giant Slalom event as part of the FIS Alpine World Ski
Championships in Kronplatz, Italian Alps. —AFP

BEIJING: The Olympic Tower adorned with the Olympic
Rings is seen near the Main Media Centre (MMC)
ahead of the 2022 Beijing Winter Olympics in the
Chinese capital yesterday.  —AFP

Japan’s ‘Ice Prince’ 
Hanyu reigns over 
Olympic skating
TOKYO: All eyes will be on Yuzuru Hanyu when
he attempts to complete a hat-trick of Olympic
figure skating golds in Beijing, but don’t expect
that to bother him-Japan’s “Ice Prince” revels in
the spotlight. The two-time defending champion
will bring his full mega-watt star power to the
Winter Games when they begin next week,
watched around the world by his adoring legion
of “Fanyu” supporters. With his elegant skating
style and delicate, boyish looks, the 27-year-old
inspires complete devotion among his fans. That
extends to them showering the ice with Winnie
the Pooh toys after his routines, in a chaotic trib-
ute to the tissue box cover he carries to the rink
with him.

But a pandemic-enforced ban on overseas
fans at the Beijing Games and limited domestic
spectators means Hanyu will be largely going it
alone this time. A place in skating immortality
awaits if he can rise to the occasion and join
1920s star Gillis Grafstrom of Sweden as the
only other man to win three Olympic singles
titles. “When you put on the Japan jersey, you
have to win,” Hanyu said when he was selected
for his country after winning the national cham-
pionships in December. “The Olympics isn’t an
exhibition-it’s a place where you have to win.”

Secret weapon
Now the elder statesman of men’s figure

skating, Hanyu has been at the top of the sport
for almost a decade. He began skating as a child
in his native Sendai, in Japan’s northeast. When
the massive earthquake and tsunami hit the
region in 2011, Hanyu was practicing on the ice
and was forced to flee the rink on his skates.

He went on to win his first Olympic gold in
Sochi in 2014, before becoming the first man in
66 years to defend his title at the 2018
Pyeongchang Games. Hanyu had to overcome an
ankle ligament injury to win his second gold,
admitting afterwards that he was at barely a
quarter of full fitness. He hurt the same ankle
again in practice in November last year, forcing
him to miss the entire Grand Prix season. But he
returned in dazzling style at Japan’s national
championships in late December, and it was
there that he unveiled his secret weapon-the
quadruple axel. —AFP

SAITAMA: In this file photo, Japan’s Yuzuru Hanyu
competes in the men’s free skate during the 2021-
22 Japan Figure Skating Championships at
Saitama Super Arena. —AFP

Taiwan will not send 
delegation to Beijing 
Olympics ceremonies
TAIPEI: Taiwan will not send an official delegation to
the opening or closing of the Beijing Winter Olympics
due to China’s strict pandemic controls and flight dis-
ruptions, the self-ruled island’s governing body for
sport said. The decision comes at a time when relations
between Beijing and Taipei are at their lowest in

decades with China ramping up military and economic
pressure under President Xi Jinping. 

Taiwan’s Sports Administration said late Friday that
its 15-member delegation will not attend the opening
and closing ceremonies due to “pandemic prevention
and flight schedules”. Its tiny winter team, which
includes four athletes, will be flying to China from the
United States, Switzerland and Taiwan, the administra-
tion added in a statement.

“According to the event’s pandemic prevention and
entry policy, flights have been adjusted and delayed,
and not all could arrive in Beijing by the opening cere-
mony on Feb 4.” Authoritarian China regards demo-
cratic Taiwan as its own territory and has vowed to
one day seize it, by force if needed. Record numbers of

Chinese jets are now buzzing around the island’s air
defence zone and the People’s Liberation Army has
staged regular drills simulating an invasion.

China has cut off official communication with the
government of President Tsai Ing-wen since 2016
because she regards Taiwan as an already sovereign
nation. The last time Beijing hosted an Olympics in
2008, relations with Taiwan were much warmer and a
large delegation visited. Taiwan and Beijing have
argued for decades about representation at the
Olympics. Since 1981, Taiwan has had an agreement
with the International Olympic Committee to compete
under the name Chinese Taipei. It was a compromise
that would allow Taiwan to compete in sports without
presenting itself as a sovereign nation. —AFP



LOS ANGELES: Ja Morant l i t  a f ire under
Memphis’ offense delivering a triple-double as
the red-hot Grizzlies rolled over the Utah Jazz
119-109 on Friday night. Morant finished with 30
points , 10 rebounds and 10 assists  for the
Grizzlies, who have won 15 of their last 18 con-
tests. The third-year point guard is averaging
35.4 points, 8.4 rebounds and 8.8 assists over his
past five games.

“I think the win was more important, but I
guess the triple-double was needed to get the
win,” said Morant, who was named an all-star
starter on Thursday. “All in all, it was a good
night.” He was coming off one of his best games
of the season on Wednesday, when he scored a
season-high 41 points in a win over San Antonio.
He shot just under 50 percent from the field (10-
of-22) after having shot 50 percent or better six

times this month. Brandon Clarke finished with 22
points for the Grizzlies. Jaren Jackson Jr chipped
in 18 points, and Desmond Bane added 17.

Stopping Morant proved to be an almost
impossible task for the Jazz who were missing
Rudy Gobert and Donovan Mitchell. Mitchell
missed his sixth straight game because of a con-
cussion. Gobert missed his third consecutive con-
test because of a calf strain. Danuel House scored
a season-high 21 points to lead the Jazz, who
have lost four straight games. Mike Conley added
15 points and six assists, and Jordan Clarkson and
Bojan Bogdanovic chipped in 13 points apiece.

“We’re playing with a much more urgent mind-
set,” Conley said. “Playing harder. Guys are giv-
ing everything we’ve got with who we’ve got out
there. At some point , we’re going to break
through. Things are going to start falling our way.

“We feel like we are getting closer and closer to
being back to who we are.” In Arizona, Chris Paul
collected 21 points, 14 assists and 10 rebounds as
the Phoenix Suns won their ninth straight game
by holding on to beat the Minnesota
Timberwolves 134-124.

Devin Booker led all scorers with 29 points to
go along with nine assists for the Suns. Cameron
Johnson made five three-pointers en route to a
23-point performance. Anthony Edwards scored
27 points and dished out 10 assists for the
Timberwolves, who lost for the second time in as
many nights. Karl-Anthony Towns finished with
23 points and nine rebounds, and Malik Beasley
came off the bench to score 26 points. Minnesota
were behind by 12 points in the third quarter but
cut the deficit to four points, 112-108, with just
under seven minutes left in regulation.

Jokic shines
The Suns answered with a 14-5 run to go up by

13 with 4:11 left  and never looked back.
Meanwhile, Nikola Jokic had a triple-double as
the Denver Nuggets won their fourth game in a
row by defeating the New Orleans Pelicans 116-
105. Jokic finished with 29 points, 13 rebounds
and 10 assists as the Nuggets improved to 3-0 on
a six-game road trip. Aaron Gordon scored 20
points, Bryn Forbes added 14, Monte Morris had
13, Austin Rivers 12 and Zeke Nnaji 11 for Denver,
who have won nine of i ts last 12 games. In
Charlotte, Miles Bridges scored 26 points and Ish
Smith had 22 points as the Charlotte Hornets held
off the shorthanded Los Angeles Lakers 117-114.
The Lakers played without LeBron James, who
missed a game for the second night in a row with
a sore knee, and Anthony Davis. — AFP 
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Morant’s triple-double powers 
Grizzlies, Suns win 9th straight

Nuggets improve to 3-0 on a six-game road trip

Kuwait ‘Special
Olympics’ 
Abdelatif Sharaa

KUWAIT: Kuwait Special Olympics organized
the unified sports festival for girls with the partic-
ipation of 24 mentally disabled from Kuwait
Tumouh Club. 20 none disabled basketball play-
ers from Arabi Club, Kuwait football national
team, Salmiya girls secondary school and
American military played at the Boulevard Mall
play grounds. 

The festival was held in the presence of the
National Director of Kuwait Special Olympics

and the boss of Al-Tumouh Sports Club Rihab
Bourisli, her Deputy Huda Al-Khaldi, Secretary
Sadeeqa Al-Ansari, chair person of Woman
Committee at the KOC Fatima Hayat and Sheikha
Suhaila Al-Sabah. Rehab Bourisli was pleased
with the success of the festival in providing posi-
tive environment. 

She said the festival is within an integrated
program for sports, adding that the next stage
will witness an expansion - to include the
largest number of sports possible for the dis-
abled for both genders. Meanwhile, the chair
person of Woman Committee at the Kuwait
Olympic Committee (KOC) lauded the organi-
zational and technical level of the festival and
its message as well as the positive atmosphere
that prevailed. Hayat appreciated the initiative
of the Special Olympics and Tumouh Club. 

Canada ready for
World  Cup ‘battle’
with the US
LOS ANGELES: Canada coach John Herdman has told
his team to prepare for battle as they take on the United
States in a pivotal CONCACAF World Cup qualifier today.
The Canadians have emerged as the surprise package of
Central America, North America and the Caribbean’s qual-
ifying competition, unbeaten in nine matches and leading
the eight-team final round with 19 points.

A victory over the second-placed United States in
Hamilton, Ontario today would put clear daylight between
Canada and the chasing pack. With only four games
remaining after today, victory could leave ‘Les Rouges’
firmly on course for their first trip to the World Cup in 36
years. Today’s game takes place at the compact Tim
Hortons Field in Hamilton. Due to local COVID-19 regula-
tions, capacity for the game has been halved to around
12,000, but Herdman hopes the smaller crowd will never-
theless create a hostile environment for the visitors.

“It’s going to feel tight and compact. We want the US
to feel that,” he said. “It’s a battle. It’s two teams that are
desperate for three points and will do anything for it,”
said Herdman, the 46-year-old Englishman who took over
as Canada’s men’s coach in 2018 after managing the
women’s side for seven years. For so long the whipping
boys of CONCACAF’s World Cup qualifying - prior to
this campaign, Canada had not reached the final round of
regional qualifiers since 1998 - Herdman has forged a
close-knit group who are anything but pushovers.

They served notice of their capability in November
with a 2-1 win over Mexico, and on Thursday grabbed a
2-0 win on the road over Honduras. Herdman believes the
win over Honduras on Thursday embodied his team’s spir-
it. “To get a 2-0 on the road was important for the team,
to get our first win on the road, as well,” he said. “More
than anything, it was just about three points - that’s all it
comes down to. We bent a little bit, but we didn’t break. I
think that’s the story of the identity of this team,”
Herdman said.

“It’s a special story that’s unfolding. It seems like every
(player) is able to contribute on the journey,” he added.
“We’ll keep relying on that mettle, that camaraderie, that
brotherhood and we’ll fight, that’s what it will be in any
game against the US. You’ve got to bring the battle, it’s a
cup final at home.” The US meanwhile arrive in Canada
after an unconvincing 1-0 home win over El Salvador in
Columbus on Thursday. A victory over the Canadians
today would give coach Gregg Berhalter’s side valuable
breathing space, however.

While they remain well-placed to qualify, the USA still
must travel to Mexico and Costa Rica in March, tradition-
ally awkward away games against two teams who are des-
perate for points. Mexico, who needed two late goals to
overcome Jamaica 2-1 on Thursday in Kingston, host
Costa Rica in a vital clash at the Azteca Stadium in Mexico
City today. Panama, who are fourth in the standings behind
Mexico, face a home game with Jamaica while Honduras
host El Salvador in today’s other game.— AFP 

Day, Zalatoris
share Torrey
Pines lead
LOS ANGELES: Two-time winner Jason Day
birdied the last three holes in a five-under par
67 on Friday for a share of the third-round lead
alongside Will Zalatoris in the US PGA Tour
Farmers Insurance Open. Former world number
one Day, the 2015 PGA Champion who won at
Torrey Pines in 2015 and 2018, will be chasing
his first tour title since a victory at Quail Hollow
in May of 2018 when he tees it up in the final
group. Zalatoris, who is seeking his first tour
victory, fired an eagle and five birdies in an
impressive seven-under par 65 to join Day on
14-under 202.

World number one Jon Rahm of Spain, who
started the day in a three-way tie for the lead,
was a stroke back after an even-par 72, tied on
203 with England’s Aaron Rai, who shot a 68.

Justin Thomas, who shared the overnight lead,
carded a 73 and headed a group on 204 that also
included Cameron Tringale (72) and South
Korean Im Sung-jae (68). Australia’s Day, who has
dropped to 129th in the world after a tough 2021
season marred by continuing back trouble, said
he believes he’s headed in the right direction.

“It’s been a long two-and-a-bit years not
really being in contention or having a good shot
at winning a tournament, but I think overall I’m
pretty pleased with how things are progressing
swing-wise, body-wise,” Day said. Day was
two-under on the front nine with birdies at the
fourth and ninth. He bounced back from his lone
bogey of the day at the 12th with a birdie at 13
then stormed home with birdies at 16, 17 and 18.
He launched that run with a 28-foot birdie putt
at the 16th, then stuck his approach at 17 within
three feet of the pin.

At the par-five 18th he blasted out of the back
greenside bunker to 11 feet and made the putt.
“Actually, to be honest, that back pot is a pretty
difficult bunker shot, but it was nice to be able to
get that up and down,” he said. Zalatoris, who
finished runner-up to Hideki Matsuyama at last

year’s Masters, kickstarted his round with a
“pretty awesome” chip in for eagle at the second
hole. He rolled in a nine-foot birdie at the fourth
and a 14-footer at the eighth to launch a run of
three straight birdies.

Rahm stumbles
An outstanding chip at 11 left him a tap-in to

save par, and at the 13th he missed a three-foot
birdie putt, but he got to 14-under with a nine-
foot birdie at the 14th. “Out here you can get a
little wobble here or there,” he said, adding that
his birdie at 14 “kind of righted the ship a little
bit because I was pretty frustrated hitting two
perfect shots into 13 and walking off with par.”

Rahm got off to a promising start with a
birdie at the second hole, and after seeing a
string of birdie chances go begging he rolled in a
38-footer at the ninth. He stumbled with a dou-
ble-bogey at the 10th and a bogey at 12 before
clawing back a shot with his last birdie of the
day at 15. “I played great,” said Rahm, who won
the US Open on the same Torrey Pines course
last June. “I feel like I played a lot better than the
score shows.” — AFP 
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Battling Barty breaks 44-year hoodoo
Barty drought in ‘dream come true’ Australian Open

MELBOURNE: Australia’s Ashleigh Barty poses with the runner up Danielle Collins of the US after the women’s singles final match on day thirteen of the Australian Open tennis tournament yesterday. — AFP 

MELBOURNE: An imperious Ashleigh Barty said 
it was a dream come true after yesterday becoming 
the first Australian to win her home Grand Slam in 
44 years, but the memories made along the way 
were more important than the trophy. The world 
number one was 5-1 down in the second set against 
fearless American Danielle Collins but came storm-
ing back to win on a tiebreak and sweep past the 
27th seed 6-3, 7-6 (7/2) and be crowned Australian 
Open champion.  

It was a third Slam title for the 25-year-old after 
her breakthrough French Open success in 2019 and 
Wimbledon last year, joining Serena Williams as the 
only active players to win majors on all three sur-
faces. “It’s a dream come true for me and I’m just so 
proud to be an Aussie,” said Barty. “It’s incredible, 
time and time again we’ve come so close and now 
to have my hands on such a beautiful trophy after 
an exceptional fortnight is just unbelievable.  

“But for me it’s about the memories more than 
the trophies, it’s the memories we make from the 
whole journey,” she added. “We (her team) often 

talk about it being this incredible journey, this great 
adventure. It’s about making those things happen 
along the way and really enjoying it.” 

Barty achieved the feat with Christine O’Neil, 
the last Australian man or woman to win an 
Australian Open singles, watching in the stadium. 
O’Neil won the title in 1978 and told reporters 
before the match: “I’m probably her (Barty’s) 
biggest fan. I’d be happy to hand it over to her 
because she’s so deserving of it.” There were fears 
Barty might be overwhelmed by the weight of 
expectation, but the Australian has dealt with 
intense pressure before, none more so than at 
Wimbledon last year. 

 
Tactical acumen 

Winning at the All England Club was the one 
trophy she wanted more than any others, and she 
handled the occasion with aplomb. She applied the 
same tactical acumen with the resurgent Collins, 
who has enjoyed a new lease of life after surgery 
last year for endometriosis left her pain free, storm-

ing to her first two WTA titles. “Big congratulations 
to Ash on a formidable tournament, a formidable 
few years really,” said an emotional Collins, who is 
projected to break into the top 10 for the first time 
when the new rankings come out on Monday. “The 
way you play and the variety of shots, hopefully I 
can implement some of that into my game.” 

Barty countered the 28-year-old’s power-hitting 
and big serves with her dizzying array of slices, 
pinpoint serving, speed and a seamless forehand, 
but she had a major fright. Both players comfort-
ably held their early service games, offering few 
chances. But Collins’ heavy groundstrokes were 
causing problems for the top seed. She worked the 
first deuce with Barty serving at 2-2 and a way-
ward forehand handed her the opening break point 
of the night. The Australian held firm and served out 
with an ace. 

 
Crowd roaring  

Barty stepped up a gear and put pressure on the 
Collins serve to earn her first break point with a net 

volley, and the American double faulted under 
pressure to go 4-2 behind. With the crowd roaring 
her on, Barty raced home 6-3. But Collins wasn’t 
done and came storming back, breaking Barty for 
2-0 in the second set-only the second break of 
serve against the Australian in the tournament. And 
while Barty made a statement by winning her next 
service game to love, the American was pumped 
and broke again for 5-1. 

Barty was in deep trouble but incredibly found 
a way back, breaking for 2-5 with some crisp 
winners then breaking again for 4-5 as Collins 
floundered serving for the set for a second time. 
It went to a tiebreak, where Barty was always in 
control as she carved out her own little piece of 
history. “I think I just tried to get a lot more 
aggressive,” she said on facing a 5-1 deficit and 
the possibility of being taken to a third set for the 
first time in the tournament. “Just from those cou-
ple of games from 5-1, I just wanted to try and 
get some momentum going and try and control 
the court a bit more.” — AFP 

MELBOURNE: Rafael Nadal is chasing a record 21st 
Grand Slam crown in today’s Australian Open final but 
Daniil Medvedev is once again ready to act as the 
spoiler. The Russian world number two upset Novak 
Djokovic in last year’s US Open final to prevent the 
Serbian’s calendar Grand Slam bid and scuppered his 
attempt to move ahead of Nadal and Roger Federer 
on the all-time list of men’s major winners. Apart from 
the 21st major title, Nadal is also bidding to become 
only the fourth man to win each of the four Grand 
Slams twice. 

At 35 will be the third oldest man in the Open Era 
to win a Grand Slam title, behind Ken Rosewall and 
Federer. “For me at the end it’s about more than all 
these statistics, it’s about being in the final of the 
Australian Open one more time. That means a lot to 
me,” Nadal said. “To me it’s more important to be in 
the final and fight to win another Australian Open than 
the rest of the statistics for the history of the sport. “I 
am facing my most difficult rival of the whole tourna-
ment in the final.” 

The  quirky Russian is relishing the chance to block 
Nadal getting to 21 majors ahead of his “Big Three” 
rivals, as he did with Djokovic four months ago. “It’s a 
great rivalry. I’m happy to have the chance to try to 
stop one more time somebody from making history,” 
Medvedev said after reaching his second straight 
Australian Open final. He lost to Djokovic last year. 
“I’m just trying to focus on doing my job. Of course, 
I’m not lying, I know what’s happening, I know what 
Rafa is going for, I knew what Novak was going for.” 

While much of the sentimental interest is in Nadal’s 
remarkable comeback from last year’s injury-ravaged 
season to reach his sixth Australian final and 29 overall 
in Grand Slams, Medvedev is still standing after a tur-
bulent tournament. He had to negotiate the explosive 

Australian Nick Kyrgios and a partisan home crowd, 
come through two long sapping battles in the heat 
with Maxime Cressy and Felix Auger-Aliassime before 
overcoming frosty rival Stefanos Tsitsipas in the semi-
final. Each time the 25-year-old Russian has found a 
solution in his 17 and a half hours on court. He now has 
one more problem to solve in Nadal. 

“I think it’s gonna be a great battle, probably a 
physical match. Rafa likes to drag people into long ral-
lies. I like it too,” he said. “Rafa, we know that from the 
first till the last point he’s gonna fight his best, and 
that’s what I’m gonna try to do also.” Nadal leads 
Medvedev 3-1, with the Russian losing to the Spanish 
leftie in his first major final at the 2019 US Open over 
five sets. “Now I have the chance to play him a second 
time. First one was a close one, an epic one,” 
Medvedev said. — AFP 

Nadal goes for historic  
21st Slam; Medvedev  
can be spoiler again

MELBOURNE: Spain’s Rafael Nadal serves against 
Italy’s Matteo Berrettini during their men’s singles 
semi-final match on day twelve of the Australian 
Open tennis tournament. — AFP 

MELBOURNE:  For someone most often said to 
play tennis as if it were chess, Daniil Medvedev has 
had a white-knuckle ride into today’s Australian 
Open final. The quirky Russian world number two 
has polarized crowds, been taken to the brink, sur-
vived match point, staged amazing comebacks, had 
a furious meltdown with a chair umpire and yet he 
is into his fourth Grand Slam final.  

Never afraid to speak his mind or vent his frus-
trations, 25-year-old Medvedev is closing on 
Novak Djokovic’s world number one ranking and is 
making his impact in world tennis. He does it in his 
own distinctive style. Supremely confident in his 
ability, forthright, playing the unorthodox shot at 
critical stages of a match, but never dull, always 
unpredictable. 

Medvedev is fast approaching becoming 
Russia’s greatest men’s player. Should he conquer 
Grand Slam titan Rafael Nadal in the Australian 
Open final he will have won two majors to be equal 
with his country’s tennis elite, Yevgeny Kafelnikov 
and Marat Safin. His gangly, elastic shot-making 
make him a tricky opponent, with a trusty two-fist-
ed backhand and unconventional approach to con-
structing points. Grand Slam champion and analyst 
Mats Wilander describes Medvedev as a “chess 
player on a tennis court.” 

“He’s a chess player. He hits the shot that he 
thinks is right for the moment, not because of 
where the score is, He’s just a really good tactician 
on court,” Wilander said. Medvedev is a cerebral 
character. He excelled in physics and maths at 
school, graduating early and enrolling at a univer-
sity in his native Moscow to study applied eco-

nomics and commerce. He keeps opponents 
guessing with his flat and low groundstrokes, while 
changing up the pace and angles, blending impen-
etrable defense with opportunistic offence. 

 
Dark side  

But with the package comes a dark side to 
Medvedev. His vein-popping tirade at chair 
umpire Jaume Campistol during his semi-final 
with frosty rival Stefanos Tsitsipas was startling. 
Campistol had handed him a code violation for a 
“visible obscenity”, which triggered Medvedev 
at the changeover. In an extraordinary meltdown 
Medvedev yelled “Bro, are you mad?” “For 
what? And his (Tsitsipas) father can talk every 
point?” He became more agitated repeating him-
self over again. 

Then came the jaw-dropping: “Answer my ques-
tion. Oh my God, you are so bad, man. How can you 
be so bad in the semi-final of a grand slam? Look 
at me, I am talking to you. Give him (a) coaching 
(violation) because his father is talking every 
point.” As Medvedev left his chair to return to the 
court he warned Campistol: “If you don’t (give him 
a coaching warning)... you are-how can I say it-a 
small cat.” He was subsequently fined $12,000 by 
Tennis Australia for the blowup. Medvedev later 
said he regretted the meltdown. “I regret it all the 
time, because I don’t think it’s nice. I know that 
every referee is trying to do their best.” 

Medvedev, in trying to explain why he is so 
highly strung on the court, added: “I can get really 
emotional. I have been working on it. “I think if we 
look back at myself five years ago when I started 
playing there was less attention on me, but I was 
just insanely crazy.” He has the innate ability to 
wind up opponents and spectators alike with his 
take-no-prisoners approach. So another opportu-
nity at the Australian Open for Medvedev to make 
his impact on the men’s game. “It’s been definitely 
emotional. It’s been a great run, and I’m happy that 
I have the chance for the title.” — AFP  

Polarizing ‘chess  
player’ Medvedev  
harbors dark side
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