
Zionist forces kill teen 
 
RAMALLAH: A Palestinian teenager died on 
Sunday after being shot by Zionist forces in the 
occupied West Bank a day earlier, Palestinian med-
ical sources said. The 17-year-old was identified as 
Kamel Alawnah by the Palestinian health ministry, 
which said he “succumbed to wounds from live fire 
by the occupation (Zionist army) in the abdomen 
and hand in Jenin.” — AFP 
 
 
Zionists to examine bullet 
 
JERUSALEM: The Zionist entity is to conduct a 
ballistics test on the bullet that killed Al Jazeera 
journalist Shireen Abu Akleh, the Zionist army said 
Sunday, a day after the Palestinian Authority 
handed the bullet to US experts. Army spokesman 
Ran Kochav’s comment on army radio came after 
the PA gave the green light for the Americans, but 
not the Zionists, to examine the bullet that killed 
Abu Akleh during a Zionist raid in the occupied 
West Bank. — AFP  
 
 
Tunisia jurist disavows charter 
 
TUNIS: The Tunisian jurist who oversaw the draft-
ing of a new constitution submitted to President 
Kais Saied said Sunday it has been changed into a 
charter that could lead to a dictatorship. Some arti-
cles of the draft constitution published last 
Thursday in the official gazette could “pave the way 
for a dictatorial regime”, warned Sadeq Belaid, who 
headed a committee tasked with drafting the docu-
ment. — AFP (See Page 6) 
 
 
Ronaldo wants to leave Man United 
 
LONDON: Cristiano Ronaldo wants to leave 
Manchester United this summer if the Premier 
League club receive an appropriate offer, accord-
ing to multiple reports. Manchester United are 
adamant the 37-year-old Portugal forward, who 
scored 24 goals in all competitions, is not for sale, 
according to reports, with new manager Erik ten 
Hag keen to work with him. — AFP (See Page 16) 
 
 
Italy glacier collapse kills 6 
 
ROME: An avalanche sparked by the collapse of 
the largest glacier in the Italian Alps killed at least 
six people and injured eight others on Sunday. The 
glacier collapsed on the mountain of Marmolada, 
the highest in the Italian Dolomites, near the hamlet 
of Punta Rocca, the route normally taken to reach 
its summit. The disaster struck one day after a 
record-high temperature of 10 degrees Celsius was 
recorded at the glacier’s summit. — AFP 
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News in brief

PAM mulls 3-month iqama for 
some expats to find new jobs

Workers of insolvent companies, labor contractors can benefit from new app
KUWAIT: The Public Authority of Manpower is 
mulling a plan to grant temporary three-month resi-
dency permits to workers of insolvent companies so 
they can find new sponsors. PAM is preparing a new 
platform (application) to register workers employed at 
companies facing liquidation or closure due to the 
repercussions of the coronavirus pandemic or other 
financial reasons, which means their employees will 
have difficulty transferring their residencies. 

Official sources at PAM said the authority has com-
pleted coordination with the interior ministry on launch-
ing the new application to register employees of trou-
bled companies that are unable to find other jobs for 
their workers or send them back home due to bankrupt-
cy. Among the conditions to register workers is that 
they should have any criminal or administrative issues. 

Sources said those who meet the conditions will be 
given a temporary three-month residency permit to 
find a new sponsor, adding the new app will reduce the 
number of workers brought in from abroad, particular-
ly on government contracts that require thousands of 
workers. Owners of such contracts can benefit from 
those registered on the application and select the 
workers they find suitable. 

The sources said contracting with these workers 
will be through PAM to guarantee the right contract 
and legal residency permit are issued. They said work-
ers who are not accepted by any company will be con-
sidered to be in violation of residency laws and must 
correct their status or leave the country before the 
temporary permit expires, which can be renewed for 
three more months. 

Ukraine retreats 
from key city in 
major Russian gain 
 
 
SIVERSK, Ukraine: The Ukrainian army retreated 
from the strategic city of Lysychansk Sunday as 
Russia claimed a major victory by seizing control of 
the entire eastern Lugansk region. The Ukrainian with-
drawal followed weeks of fierce fighting and marked a 
decisive breakthrough for Moscow’s forces more than 
four months after their invasion and after turning their 
focus away from the capital Kyiv. 

Lysychansk had been the last major city in the 
Lugansk area of the eastern Donbas region still in 
Ukrainian hands and frees up Moscow’s forces to 
advance on Kramatorsk and Sloviansk in neighboring 
Donetsk. President Volodymyr Zelensky had earlier 
denied Russian claims of Lysychansk’s fall before the 
Ukrainian army announced the retreat on Sunday 
evening. “The continuation of the defense of the city 
would lead to fatal consequences” in the face of 
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Second COVID 
booster shot 
available: MoH 
 
KUWAIT: The ministry of health announced on 
Sunday the availability of the second booster dose of 
the COVID-19 vaccine for all people aged 50 and 
above and those under 50 who are immunocompro-
mised. This booster, which is the fourth successive 
COVID-19 vaccine dose, is of great importance for 
some segments of the society, including those suscep-

tible to severe complications in case they get infected 
by the COVID-19 virus, the ministry said in a state-
ment. Those eligible can only take the second booster 
jab four months after the first booster shot, it added. 

The health ministry called on all people aged 
above 50 to take the second booster, as well as peo-
ple aged 12 to 50 whose immunity is compromised, 
like cancer patients undergoing chemotherapy, organ 
transplant patients on immunosuppressants, or those 
taking high doses of cortisone, which weakens the 
body’s immunity. The ministry also called on all indi-
viduals aged 12 and above to take the first COVID-19 
booster, based on the latest scientific and internation-
al recommendations, to enhance the immunity gained 
from the first two COVID-19 vaccine doses. —KUNA 

SLOVIANSK, Ukraine: Local residents view destroyed shops of a local market after a rocket attack on July 3, 
2022 amid the Russian invasion of Ukraine. — AFP  

Shark kills two 
women in Red 
Sea off Egypt 
 
 
CAIRO: Egypt’s environment ministry said Sunday 
that a shark killed two women this week in the Red 
Sea, with Austria’s foreign ministry saying one of its 
citizens had died in the North African country. “Two 
women were attacked by a shark while swimming” in 
the Sahl Hasheesh area south of Hurghada, the 
Egyptian ministry said Sunday on Facebook, reporting 
that both had died. 

Austrian news agency APA said one of the women 
was a 68-year-old from the country’s Tyrol region who 
was holidaying in Egypt. Austria’s foreign ministry con-
firmed to AFP “the death of an Austrian citizen in 
Egypt”, without providing further details. The identity of 
the second victim is still unconfirmed. 

Red Sea governor Amr Hanafi on Friday had ordered 
the closure of all beaches in the area for three days after 
“an Austrian tourist had her left arm torn off, seemingly 
in a shark attack”. Social media users on Friday had 
shared a video - the authenticity, date and location of 
which AFP could not independently verify - showing a 
swimmer struggling before what appeared to be a pool 
of blood emerged around her. 

A task force is working to “identify the scientific 
causes and circumstances of the attack” and determine 
“the reasons behind the shark’s behavior that resulted in 

the incident”, the environment ministry said. The Red 
Sea is a popular tourist destination, where sharks are 
common but rarely attack people swimming within 
authorized limits. 

In 2018, a Czech tourist was killed by a shark off a 
Red Sea beach. A similar attack killed a German tourist 
in 2015. In 2010, a spate of five attacks in five days 
unusually close to the shore of tourist hotspot Sharm el-
Sheikh killed one German and injured four other foreign 
tourists. Egypt is currently struggling to overcome ris-
ing inflation and a recent currency depreciation. 

The country relies heavily on tourism revenues from 
the Red Sea, which accounts for some 65 percent of 
tourists visiting the country. The tourism industry has 
been battered by successive blows over the past 
decade, including the country’s 2011 uprising, ensuing 
unrest and the coronavirus pandemic. — AFP  

Workers strike 
as officials fired 
over Aqaba leak 
 
 
AMMAN: Hundreds of port workers 
staged a strike in Jordan on Sunday as 
the prime minister announced the sack-
ing of several officials accused of “neg-
ligence” over a deadly gas leak. A tank 
of chlorine gas fell as it was being 
loaded by crane onto a ship in Jordan’s 
Red Sea port of Aqaba last Monday, 
releasing the toxic substance. At least 
13 people, including five Vietnamese 
nationals, were killed and more than 
260 others injured, according to the 

latest official toll. 
“The port workers are striking in 

protest over the weak safety measures 
at the port which led to the death and 
injury of several of their colleagues,” 
union representative Ahmed Amayreh 
said. About “95 percent of the 2,300” 
Aqaba port workers participated in the 
strike, he told AFP. Prime Minister 
Bisher Al-Khasawneh said Sunday that 
an investigation showed “great deficien-
cy and negligence in safety measures 
for dealing with hazardous materials in 
the Aqaba port”. 

The director and other officials from 
the state port operator as well as the 
head of the maritime authority were 
sacked, the premier said during a cabi-
net meeting. The gas canister’s weight  
far exceeded the maximum load of the 
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AQABA, Jordan: Jordanian Prime Minister Bisher Al-Khasawneh talks to 
reporters as he visits the site of a toxic gas explosion in this Red Sea port 
on June 28, 2022. — AFP  


