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KUWAIT: The parliamentary education,
culture and guidance committee discussed
the strategies for boosting Kuwait
University’s ranking to improve the quality
of educational output. The administration of
the university presented seven initiatives for
improvement, such as increasing the number
of foreign students, evaluating the achieve-
ments of faculty members, unifying data for
annual reports and upgrading the automat-
ed system.

Kuwait Times spoke with students of
several universities to learn about the
problems they face in the educational
field in Kuwait. Yousef Ahmed, 22, is
studying IT. “The university lacks labs and
hands-on experience. As IT programmers,
we do not have the experience to work in
the field, as most studies are theoretical. If
we want to practice, they tell us to prac-
tice at home. There are no projects to get
experience in the work market. Even
exams and projects are only on paper,” he
complained.

“If we make a comparison with other
universities, my friends in Jordan and
Malaysia who are studying the same major
as mine are always working on hardware
and software projects for each subject.

Students in Kuwait need hands-on projects
to gain experience and skills,” he added.

Haya Al-Ali, 22, said: “My university is
the only one that graduates nutrition spe-
cialists. Nutrition is taught as a clinical
specialty, but unfortunately, students are
graduated with the name of nutrition sci-
ence. Abroad, specializing in dietetics or
clinical nutrition, the student must be a
registered dietitian (RD) in order to be
employed in public or private hospitals or
clinics. The RD exam is not available in
Kuwait, and is supposed to be provided by

the union or Nutrition Society. We want to
be recognized as an assistant specialty for
the medical profession according to the
Law on Professions Allied to Medicine,
article no. 3.”

Unsuitable environment
Abdelwahab Hilal, 18, told Kuwait Times

the environment in Kuwait is not suitable for
students. “They should give the student
more advantages to think about studying
here and not abroad. Most universities here
are far from residential areas, and there are
a lot of requirements to obtain a driving
license. Taking a taxi costs me at least KD 5
daily,” he said.

“Two of my brothers studied in Ukraine.
Life there is not luxurious, but suitable for

student life. Here in my university, the situa-
tion is bad, professors are unhelpful, and we
are barely surviving,” he added. Hilal said
there is also an age difference between the
students. “I am 18 years old, and there are
students over 30 too. The age gap between
students is huge, which makes it difficult to
communicate and make friends.”

Haidar Dashti, 21, claimed professors in
universities in Kuwait are not qualified,

explaining that students are struggling to
understand the subjects. “Also, student
acceptance rates should be high, at more
than 87 percent and higher. In other univer-
sities, the curriculum is constantly changed
to be suitable for most students, unlike the
curricula that are fixed in Kuwait for a long
time,” he said.

Fahad Al-Qabandi, 19, said Kuwait has
the privilege of having universities close to

homes, while in other countries, universities
are in different states. “But in other coun-
tries, there is a more suitable study environ-
ment for students, along with better teach-
ing methods. In Kuwait, teaching methods
are standard, but in other countries, we find
more creative teaching methods during lec-
tures or online classes, and the explanation
is better. Students have fun during the
learning process,” he said.
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Reconnaissance
Research honors
Australian envoy
KUWAIT: Abdulaziz Al-Anjari, Founder
and CEO of Reconnaissance Research,
held a farewell meeting in honor of
Jonathan Gilbert, Ambassador of
Australia to the State of Kuwait, on the
occasion of the end of his tenure as
Ambassador to his country after spend-
ing four and a half years in Kuwait. The

meeting was attended by a number of
selected invitees.

“I would like to thank Reconnaissance
Research and Abdulaziz for this oppor-
tunity, which marks the end of my jour-
ney in this beautiful country, Kuwait, rich
in its culture, diversity and ideas.” said
the Australian ambassador.

The ambassador added, “I was happy
with the many friendships I made in
Kuwait. I was fortunate to work with
Reconnaissance Research since its start
in 2019 and I value the great potential at
hand for more work with them. I am sure
the next ambassador will also appreciate
the value of Reconnaissance Research as
an independent Kuwaiti think tank.” 

Meanwhile, Anjari said: “The
Australian ambassador made strong
bridges of communication with Kuwait.
He worked tirelessly to advance common
interests and maximize mutual benefit
between Australia and Kuwait.” 

Anjari added: “He left a lasting posi-
tive impact on many Kuwaitis, especially
the youth, whom he always welcomes
participating with us in discussion ses-
sions concerned with their affairs. Also,
the ambassador has accumulated experi-
ences from his previous work in several
countries, such as Iraq and the
Philippines, which formed an added val-
ue of knowledge for me outside the bor-
ders of Australia.” 

SORRENTO: Italian Tourism Minister
Massimo Garavaglia stated on Saturday
that his country works to facilitate
Kuwaiti tourists’ entry to Italy and to
speed up their exemption from the
requirement of European Schengen visa.
Garavaglia made this remark in a press
statement after the first “World Youth
Tourism Summit” organized by the World

Tourism Organization and hosted by
Italian city Sorrento. On the request to
exempt Kuwaiti travelers from the
Schengen visa, Garavaglia said that “as
we emphasized during the summit, we
seek to speed up the file of the Schengen
visa, which has been slow for a while, and
we are fully aware of its importance and
we are looking to complete it.” — KUNA 
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KUWAIT: Abdulaziz Al-Anjari presents a memento to
Ambassador of Australia to Kuwait Jonathan Gilbert.

Kuwait Times Editor-in-Chief Abd Al-Rahman Al-Alyan speaks
with Australian Ambassador Jonathan Gilbert.

KUWAIT: The National Council for
Culture, Arts and Letters (NCCAL)
launched the “children’s summer week” on
Sunday, focusing on reading in Arabic lan-
guage. In a statement to the press, head of
the heritage department at Kuwait

National Library Wael Al-Roumi said that
today’s generations read and communicate
mostly in English, due to globalization and
the use of the internet. The event aims to
promote reading among children, especial-
ly Arabic books, he said. He called on fami-

lies, schools and cultural organizations to
encourage children to use Arabic language
more in their daily life. The event is held in
Kuwait National Library and includes
reading sessions, handcraft, competitions
and workshops. — KUNA
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