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W African heads meet to review sanctions
Bloc committed to supporting three countries’ return to democratic order

Profound impact
of conservative US
Supreme Court
WASHINGTON: Two years after President
Donald Trump filled its ranks with conservatives,
the US Supreme Court has engineered a sharp
turn in US constitutional law that could have a
profound effect on American life for decades. Key
decisions that rescinded abortion rights, permit
Americans to tote their guns freely in public,
expand religion in schools, remove voting rights
protections, and impede the government’s ability
to set controls on greenhouse gases, have turned
long-accepted rules of justice on their heads.

With a 6-3 majority on the bench, the conser-
vatives led by Chief Justice John Roberts represent
a mighty swing of the judicial pendulum from
decades of a modestly progressive course.
Politically, the Roberts court is effectively payback
by the Republican right, which has since the 1970s
endeavored to claim control of the high court to
reverse key decisions they view as excessive.

But analysts say the just-closed annual court
season has revealed a set of judges more hard-line
than anyone anticipated. They have brashly tossed
out the decisions of their respected predecessors,
including, as with abortion, rights that previous
courts said were guaranteed by the constitution.

“It’s not unusual to see the pendulum swinging,
and to have what might be considered course-
corrections,” said American University constitu-
tional law professor Stephen Wermiel. But in the
term just ended, he said, the court took “a dramat-
ic and sudden shift in a far more conservative
direction.”

“Two generations of Americans, maybe more,
have grown up knowing certain sets of rights,”
Wermiel said. “This is the rare instance in which
the Supreme Court has dramatically taken back
constitutional rights,” he said.

Political alignment 
“The last time there was an ideologically cohe-

sive court was the Warren court, and that court
pursued liberal objectives” said Neal Devins, a
Supreme Court expert at the William & Mary
University law school. Led by Chief Justice Earl
Warren, over 16 years from 1953 to 1969 that
court made transformative decisions that expand-
ed civil rights and civil liberties. It effectively end-
ed segregation of whites and Blacks, increased the
power of the federal government, curtailed official
Christian prayer sessions in public schools, and
laid the ground for the 1973 decision that made
abortion a constitutional right.

Warren’s team overturned plenty of precedents,
and was viewed with as much outrage by conser-
vatives as liberals see the Roberts court. But
Devins points to stark differences. Four of the
Warren court’s conservative members were
appointed by a Democratic president, and two lib-
eral justices were chosen by a Republican. On
many crucial decisions, justices from both sides
were in the majority and the dissenting minority.
Their decisions did not cleanly align with the polit-
ical divide between Republicans and Democrats.
Indeed, five of the seven justices who backed the
1973 abortion decision were appointed by
Republicans. —AFP

Hundreds of anti-coup 
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ACCRA: West African leaders met on Sunday in
Ghana’s capital Accra to review sanctions they have
imposed on three military-ruled countries in their
volatile region.

Heads of the Economic Community of West African
States (ECOWAS) were gathering to assess efforts to
secure timetables and other guarantees for restoring
civilian rule in Mali, Guinea and Burkina Faso.

Mali underwent coups in August 2020 and May
2021, followed by Guinea in September 2021 and
Burkina Faso this January. Fearing contagion in a
region notorious for military takeovers, ECOWAS has
imposed tough trade and economic sanctions against
Mali, but lesser punishments against Guinea and
Burkina.

Dominating the summit will be the review of a
month-long bid to push the juntas to set an early
timetable for returning to barracks. ECOWAS in
January imposed a trade and financial embargo on
Mali after its military government unveiled a scheme to
rule for five years.

At a June 4 summit, no decision was made for the
three countries.

Opening Sunday’s summit, Ghanaian President
Nana Akufo-Addo said the 15-member bloc was com-
mitted to supporting the three countries’ return to
democratic order and would take appropriate deci-
sions after hearing reports on their progress.

The sanctions have badly hit poor and landlocked

Mali, whose economy is already under severe strain
from a decade-long jihadist insurgency.

After months of bitter talks, the Malian authorities
on Wednesday approved a plan to hold presidential
elections in February 2024. The vote will be preceded
by a referendum on a revised constitution in March
2023 and legislative elections in late 2023.

The ECOWAS mediator in Mali, former Nigerian
leader Goodluck Jonathan, visited the country last
week. A member of his entourage told AFP Mali had
made “enormous progress”.

Mali’s top diplomat Abdoulaye Diop on Friday said
the recent political developments were moving the
country towards a lifting of the sanctions.

But a new electoral law, adopted on June 17, could
be a stumbling block in the talks as it allows a military
figure to contest the presidential elections.

Guinea transition ‘unthinkable’ 
Burkina Faso-another Sahel country caught up in

jihadist turmoil-and Guinea have so far only been sus-
pended from the bodies of the 15-nation bloc but
could face harsher sanctions.

Burkina’s junta has proposed a constitutional refer-
endum in December 2024 and legislative and presi-
dential elections in February 2025. Visiting
Ouagadougou for the second time in a month on
Saturday, ECOWAS mediator Mahamadou Issoufou
praised junta leader Lieutenant Colonel Paul-Henri

Sandaogo Damiba and his government for their “open-
ness to dialogue”.

The timetable to enable a return to civilian rule and
the situation of deposed leader Roch Marc Christian
Kabore were also discussed, said the former president
of Niger. Pol i t ica l  part ies  a l l ied to Kabore
denounced the junta’s plans on Friday, saying they
were not consulted in advance. 

The situation appears more complex in Guinea,
whose junta has refused an ECOWAS mediator and
announced a 36-month transition-a period that
African Union chairman and Senegalese President
Macky Sall has described as “unthinkable”.

ECOWAS avoided ruling on sanctions at a June
4 meeting and instead gave itself another month to
negotiate.

Guinea this week has led a diplomatic offensive to
assuage the concerns of regional leaders.

The country’s post-coup prime minister Mohamed
Beavogui on Saturday met the United Nations’ special
representative for West Africa and the Sahel, Mahamat
Saleh Annadif.

The government said it wanted to reassure its
ECOWAS “brothers” of its commitment to undertaking
a peaceful and inclusive democratic transition.

Guinea’s military regime met the main political par-
ties on Monday, but they have made their participation
in the dialogue conditional on the nomination of an
ECOWAS mediator.  —AFP

ACCRA, Ghana: Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS) heads of state and government pose for a group photo at the ECOWAS 61st Ordinary Session in Accra, Ghana, on July 3, 2022. —AFP

Sweden refuses to 
deny deportations 
to Turkey 
VISBY, Sweden: Sweden’s Prime Minister Magdalena
Andersson refused Sunday to deny Turkey’s claim that
it had promised to deport individuals sought by Ankara
as part of Stockholm’s efforts to join NATO.

Despite questioning by journalists and concerns
among Kurdish and Turkish refugees in Sweden,
Andersson would not say whether such a commitment
had been given to Ankara for it to lift objections to
Sweden’s membership.

“I’ve been a minister for eight years and I never
talked about what is said in the negotiation room,” she
said. “(That) actually puts me in a bit of a difficult situa-
tion right now,” she added. In an agreement signed by
Stockholm and Helsinki at a NATO summit in Madrid

on Tuesday, the two Nordic countries agreed to exam-
ine Turkish extradition requests “expeditiously and
thoroughly”.

No promise has been given to actually carry out the
extraditions, and Finland and Sweden have since
recalled that the process is in the hands of the authori-
ties and independent courts. But Turkish President
Erdogan on Thursday said at the end of the NATO
summit that Sweden had made a “promise” to extradite
“73 terrorists” and threatened to block NATO mem-
bership if the commitments were not met.

Andersson, who was pressed several times on
Sunday to say whether such a promise had been given,
simply repeated Stockholm’s position. She said Sweden
will continue to respect national and international laws,
no Swedish nationals will be extradited, the decision
will be up to independent authorities and courts.

“If you are not involved in terrorist activities, there is
no need for concern,” she said. The Swedish leader was
holding her first press conference since returning from
the summit, during a visit to the Baltic Sea island of
Gotland.

Every July, it hosts a week of political meetings

bringing together party leaders. But it is also one of the
locations due to be reinforced by the Swedish army
after the Russian invasion of Ukraine and Sweden’s
decision to join NATO.  —AFP

VISBY, Sweden: Sweden’s Prime Minister Magdalena
Andersson speaks during a press conference after her vis-
it to the Armed Forces at Gotland’s regiment P18 in Visby,
Sweden, on July 3, 2022. —AFP

Ex-Iran president’s 
daughter charged 
with propaganda
TEHRAN: The daughter of Iran’s former president
Akbar Hashemi Rafsanjani was charged with carrying
out propaganda activity against the country and blas-
phemy in social media comments, the judiciary said
Sunday. “The indictment... has been issued and referred
to the court on the charges of propaganda activity
against the system of the Islamic Republic of Iran and
blasphemy,” Tehran’s chief prosecutor Ali Salehi said,
according to the judiciary’s website Mizan Online.

The charges are connected to comments reportedly
made by Faezeh Hashemi, 59, a former lawmaker and a

women’s rights activist, during an audio debate on a
social media forum in April. Hashemi is reported to have
said that Iran’s demand for the Revolutionary Guards-
the ideological arm of the country’s military-to be
removed from a US terror list was “damaging” to the
country’s “national interests,” according to local media.

Removal of the terror designation of the Guards is a
key sticking point in negotiations over restoring Tehran’s
frayed 2015 nuclear deal with world powers. Hashemi
also made separate comments concerning Khadija, the
wife of the Prophet Muhammad (PBUH).

She is reported to have called Khadija a “business-
woman”, showing that women can also engage in econom-
ic activity, and whose money the prophet spent. She later
said the comments had been a “joke... without any intention
of causing insult”, state news agency IRNA reported.

Hashemi’s late father was a moderate who advocated
improved ties with the West and the United States. In
2012, she was sentenced to six months in jail on charges
of “propaganda against the Islamic republic”.  —AFP

TEHRAN: File photo shows Faezeh Hashemi, daughter of
Iran’s former president Akbar Hashemi-Rafsanjani,
attending a campaign meeting for the reformists for the
upcoming parliamentary elections. —AFP


