
TUNIS: The Tunisian jurist who oversaw the drafting of 
a new constitution submitted to President Kais Saied 
said Sunday it has been changed into a charter that 
could lead to a dictatorship. Some articles of the draft 
constitution published last Thursday in the official 
gazette could “pave the way for a dictatorial regime”, 
warned Sadeq Belaid, who headed a committee tasked 
with drafting the document. 

The published text is “completely different” from 
that submitted in person to the president late last 
month, the respected jurist told AFP. In July last year, 
Saied orchestrated a dramatic power grab, which many 
have denounced as a coup, sacking the government and 
freezing parliament. 

Belaid was viewed as a pro-Saied figure even during 
subsequent moves by the president to further consoli-
date power this year. His disavowal of the altered con-
stitution is therefore a blow for the president, just weeks 
before it is due to go to a referendum. 

Contacted by AFP, Belaid confirmed he has with-
drawn his support for the draft. Saied has since his ini-

tial power grab moved to rule by decree and extended 
his powers over the judiciary and the electoral board. 

Some Tunisians welcomed his moves against the 
sclerotic system that emerged from the revolution that 
toppled dictator Zine El Abidine Ben Ali in 2011. But 
others have protested in the streets and warned that the 
president is targeting political rivals and dragging the 
country back towards autocracy. 

 
‘Completely different’  

The constitution for a “new republic” is at the centre 
of Saied’s programme for rebuilding Tunisia’s political 
system. The president plans to hold a referendum on the 
constitution on July 25, to mark one year since his pow-
er grab. The draft constitution published last week 
grants the president wide powers to rule. It allows him 
to carry out “executive functions with the help of the 
government”, whose chief he would appoint. The presi-
dent would also head the armed forces and name 
judges. The draft constitution waters down the role of 
parliament. 

Belaid warned that the published document “con-
tains risks and considerable shortcomings”. He specifi-
cally points to one article, which he said carries an 
“imminent danger” because it would give the president 
“very wide powers... that could lead to a dictatorial 
regime”. “That is why, as head of the national constitu-
tion committee... I declare, regretfully and in true con-
science... that the committee has nothing to do with the 
document that the president” will submit for approval in 
a referendum, Belaid added. 

The altered draft constitution augurs a “bad future” 
for the country, he contended. His misgivings were ini-

tially published as a letter in the Assabah newspaper, 
and he spoke subsequently to AFP, confirming that he 
was the author. 

“The text that I drew up after several weeks of work 
with the participation of dozens of experts at all levels is 
completely different from the text that has been pub-
lished,” he told AFP. In contrast to Tunisia’s past consti-
tutions, the draft also makes no reference to Islam as a 

state religion or basis of the law. 
The 2014 constitution, a hard-won compromise 

between the Islamist-inspired Ennahdha, which was 
parliament’s biggest party, and its secular rivals created 
a system where both the president and parliament had 
executive powers. It was adopted three years after the 
North African country’s 2011 revolution that toppled 
Ben Ali. — AFP 
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TUNIS, Tunisia: File photo shows Sadok Belaid, head of Tunisia’s constitution committee, submitting a draft of 
the new constitution to President Kais Saied (R) at the Carthage Palace in Tunis. — AFP 

TBILISI: A woman waves the Georgian national flag during a rally in support of Georgia’s membership to the 
European Union on July 3, 2022. —  AFP  

Zionist entity’s PM 
condemns Hezb in 
first cabinet meeting 
 
JERUSALEM: Zionist entity’s Prime Minister Yair Lapid 
accused Hezbollah of undermining Lebanon’s efforts to 
reach an agreement on their disputed energy-rich mar-
itime border, as the new premier hosted his first cabinet 
meeting Sunday. Lapid, who retains his previous post as 
Zionist’s foreign minister, took over as prime minister on 
Friday from Naftali Bennett, his partner in a now defunct 
eight-party coalition.  On Saturday, Zionist’s army said it 
had intercepted three drones launched by Hezbollah that 
were headed towards an offshore gas field in the 
Mediterranean, near a disputed area that is the subject of 
US-mediated maritime talks. 

“Hezbollah is continuing on the path of terrorism and 
is hurting Lebanon’s ability to reach an agreement on a 
maritime border,” Lapid said. Lebanon’s Iran-backed 
Hezbollah movement confirmed it had launched drones 
towards the Mediterranean’s Karish gas field. 

Zionist entity said the drones, which were not armed, 
were downed by a fighter jet and missiles launched from a 
warship as they headed towards the offshore area. Zionist 
entity and previous United Nations maps put Karish 
within Zionist’s maritime borders, and not in the disputed 
area subject to ongoing negotiations. 

But Lebanon last month condemned Zionist entity 
when a vessel chartered by Zionist entity and operated by 
London-listed Greek energy firm Energean entered the 
Karish field. Hezbollah at the time warned Energean 
against proceeding with its activities. Lebanon and Zionist 
entity resumed negotiations on their maritime border in 
2020, but the process was stalled by Beirut’s claim that the 
map used by the UN in the talks needed modifying. 
Lebanon initially demanded 860 square kilometres (330 
square miles) of waters it said were under dispute, but 
then asked for an additional 1,430 square kilometres (552 
square miles), including part of the Karish field.—AFP 

Respect the  
international  
law or die 
 
 
By Dr Oleksandr Balanutsa,  
Ambassador of Ukraine in Kuwait 
 

There have been numerous discussions 
about the reasons pushing Russia to com-
mit a genocide against Ukrainians by 

killing or wounding around 1,000 Ukrainian kids, 
destroying or damaging above 18,000 civilian 
infrastructure facilities in Ukraine, torturing and 
humiliating Ukrainian citizens, ironing entire cities 
with tanks, bombs, rockets etc. One of the most 
ridiculous justifications of Russia’s invasion of 
Ukraine is a NATO-Russia longstanding rivalry, 
which has somehow unleashed the war in 
Ukraine, a non-NATO country. The others claim 
that Russia just wants to restore the former 
empire, that’s why it deploys its traditional 
‘geopolitical instruments’ such as massacre, 
bloodbath and terror.  

Let’s speak the language of facts. Ukraine has 
restored its independence in 1991. Nowadays it’s 
a sovereign modern country in the heart of 
Europe, which enjoys all the rights and duties 
proclaimed by the well-established international 
order. Ukraine has neither threatened anyone nor 
invaded (unlike Russia). My question is: Who 
gave Russia the right to determine the fate of an 
independent state, willing to further away from 
Russia as far as possible?  

I believe that only Ukraine and its people will 
decide when and how the war will end and the 
peace with Russia will be established. It would be 
our sovereign decision, based on our interests and 
territorial integrity, and our partners share this 
approach. Ukraine’s victory on the battlefield is 
the only way to force Russia respect the interna-
tional law, to ensure the right of nations to freely 
choose their own future, to demonstrate that 
authoritarian regimes are not allowed to attack 
their neighbours and grab their territories. A just 
punishment has finally befallen upon A. Hitler, S. 
Hussein and it will surely overtake the terrorist of 
the XXI century - V. Putin.  

We want to liberate all the occupied territo-
ries (currently near 20%). Neither ceasefire nor 
disengagement would be appropriate. We do not 
want to establish another “frozen conflict” or give 
Russia a respite for preparation for the next inva-
sion. As long as Russia remains focused on war, 
not diplomacy, we are ready for a long-term fight. 
Ukraine will never surrender.  

Workers strike as 
officials fired... 
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crane cable bearing it, said Interior Minister Mazen al-
Faraya, who headed the investigation. 

“The container weighed about 28.9 tons, which is 
over three times more than the capacity of the cable of 
8.6 tons, causing it to break,” Faraya told a news con-
ference. A total of “18 containers of chlorine gas were 
supposed to be loaded onto the ship”, he said. “During 
the loading of the fifth, the cable broke and the con-
tainer fell, leading to the gas leak,” he added. Faraya 
blamed the incident on “recklessness and negligence” 
at several levels, saying the port company had failed to 
show leadership.  

Union representative Amayreh said the striking port 
workers were demanding officials ensure the imple-
mentation of proper safety measures. Jordan’s public 
prosecutor had on Tuesday launched an investigation 
into the incident, which caused the temporary closure 
of Aqaba’s nearby beaches. Aqaba is Jordan’s only 
maritime gateway and a transit point for the lion’s 
share of its imports and exports. — AFP   

Ukraine retreats 
from key city in... 
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 Russia’s superiority in numbers and equipment, the 
army said in a statement. “In order to preserve the 
lives of Ukrainian defenders, a decision was made to 
withdraw. “Unfortunately, steel will and patriotism are 
not enough for success - material and technical 
resources are needed.” 

Russian forces seized Lysychansk’s twin city of 
Severodonetsk last week following weeks of intense 
fighting. The latest blow to Ukrainian resistance came 
after Australian Prime Minister Anthony Albanese on 
Sunday pledged further military support including 
armored vehicles and drones during a meeting with 
Zelensky in Kyiv. 

On Sunday, Russia accused Ukraine of firing three 
cluster missiles at the city of Belgorod near the 
Ukrainian border, which came after Belarus on 
Saturday said it had intercepted Ukrainian missiles. 
In what would represent an escalation of the conflict, 
Moscow said its anti-aircraft defenses shot down 
three Tochka-U cluster missi les launched by 
“Ukrainian nationalists” against Belgorod, close to 

the Ukrainian border. Belgorod governor Vyacheslav 
Gladkov said 11 residential buildings and 39 houses 
had been damaged. 

Russia has previously accused Kyiv of conducting 
strikes on Russian soil, particularly in the Belgorod 
region. On Saturday, Belarusian leader Alexander 
Lukashenko accused Kyiv of provocation and said his 
army intercepted missiles fired at his country by 
Ukrainian forces “around three days ago”. 

Belarus, a Russian ally, supported the Feb 24 
invasion and has been accused by Kyiv of launching 
its own attacks on Ukrainian territory. Lukashenko 
denied any involvement in a recent cross-border 
incident. “We do not intend to fight in Ukraine,” he 
was quoted as saying by state news agency Belta 
on Saturday. 

Elsewhere, the mayor of Sloviansk, 75 km west of 
Lysychansk, reported the heaviest Russian shelling 
“for a long time”, saying a child had been among six 
people killed, with another 15 people wounded. The 
city of Siversk, 30 km west of Lysychansk, saw 
overnight shelling, residents and an official told AFP. “It 
was intense, and it was shooting from all sides,” said a 
woman sheltering in a cellar. 

“Fierce fighting continues along the entire frontline, 
in Donbas,” Zelensky said in an address late Saturday, 
accusing “enemy activity” of “intensifying” in the 
wider region around Ukraine’s second city of Kharkiv. 

Two people were killed and three wounded - including 
two children - in a strike on the town of Dobropillya, 
local authorities in Donetsk said. 

On Monday, leaders from dozens of countries and 
international organizations gather in the Swiss city of 
Lugano for a conference on Ukraine’s reconstruction. 
The aim is to provide a roadmap for the war-ravaged 
country’s recovery. Zelensky said “colossal invest-
ments” would be needed as 10 regions of Ukraine had 
been affected in the war, with many towns and villages 
needing to be “rebuilt from scratch”. 

Ukraine will also face demands for broad reforms, 
especially in cracking down on corruption after 
Brussels recently granted Kyiv candidate status in its 
push to join the 27-member bloc. A Ukrainian official 
said Sunday that his country’s forces had “put out of 
action” a Russian military base in Melitopol, while the 
Ukrainian army said the air force had destroyed 
around 20 Russian units and two ammunition depots. 
“The town of Melitopol is covered in smoke,” said the 
city’s exiled mayor Ivan Fedorov. 

In peacetime, Ukraine is a major agricultural 
exporter, but Russia’s invasion has damaged farmland 
and seen Ukraine’s ports seized, razed or blockaded - 
sparking concerns about food shortages, particularly 
in poor countries. Farmer Sergiy Lyubarsky, whose 
fields are close to the frontline, warned time was run-
ning out to harvest this year’s crop.—AFP 

Georgians rally 
en mass for EU, 
urge govt to quit 
 
 
TBILISI: Tens of thousands of people rallied in 
Georgia on Sunday demanding that the government 
resign over its failure to formally secure candidacy for 
membership of the European Union. The Black Sea 
nation has been in a grip of mass protests since EU 
leaders decided in late June to defer Tbilisi’s applica-
tion for membership, pending sweeping political 
reforms. 

The biggest demonstrations in decades, which saw 
at least 120,000 take to the streets on June 20, are 
being organized by leading pro-democracy groups 
and supported by opposition parties. On Sunday 
evening, tens of thousands of demonstrators gathered 
outside Georgian parliament, blocking traffic at the 
main thoroughfare of the Georgian capital, Tbilisi. 

Waving Georgian and EU flags, demonstrators sang 
the national anthem, before the EU anthem, the Ode to 
Joy, was performed at the rally. Many held placards 
that read “We are Europe”. On Facebook, the rally’s 
organizers earlier called on Bidznia Ivanishvili, founder 
of the country’s ruling party, to “relinquish executive 

power and transfer it, in a constitutional manner, to a 
government of national accord”. A new cabinet “will 
carry out the reforms required by the EU, which will 
automatically bring us the status of an EU membership 
candidate,” the statement said. “A next stage of our 
protests begins today. We will not disperse.” 

Ivanishvili, Georgia’s richest man, is widely believed 
to call the shots in the country despite having no offi-
cial political role. Last month, the European Parliament 
passed a non-binding resolution to impose personal 
sanctions on Ivanishvili for his “destructive role” in 
Georgia’s political and economic life. He insists he has 
retired from politics. 

Georgia applied for EU membership together with 
Ukraine and Moldova, days after Russia on Feb 24 
invaded Ukraine. On June 23, EU leaders granted for-
mal candidate status to Kyiv and Chisinau but said 
Tbilisi could only become an official candidate once 
outstanding issues were addressed. EU leaders 
nonetheless “recognized Georgia’s European perspec-
tive”, a move that President Salome Zurabishvili hailed 
as “historic”. 

Prime Minister Irakli Garibashvili has said his gov-
ernment is “mobilized” to meet EU requirements on 
time “so that we get candidate status as soon as possi-
ble”. The deferral of Georgia’s candidacy became a 
foregone conclusion after the European Commission - 
the EU’s executive arm - said on June 20 that Tbilisi 
must implement a number of reforms by the end of 2022 
before it is put on a formal membership path.—AFP 

JERUSALEM: Zionist entity’s former prime minister 
Naftali Bennett and caretaker Prime Minister Yair Lapid 
attend the first cabinet meeting on July 3, 2022. — AFP


