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Moscow will have 
to choose either 
butter or guns
By Joseph Borrell

Are the sanctions against Russia useful? Yes,
they are already hitting Vladimir Putin and his
accomplices hard and their effects on the

Russian economy will increase over time.
Since Russia deliberately violated international

law by invading Ukraine, the EU has adopted six
packages of sanctions against Moscow. Our meas-
ures now target nearly 1,200 individuals and 98 enti-
ties in Russia as well as a significant number of sec-
tors of the Russian economy. These sanctions were
adopted in coordination with the G7 members. Their
effectiveness is enhanced by the fact that over forty
other countries (including traditionally neutral coun-
tries) have adopted them or taken similar measures.

By the end of 2022, we will have reduced our
Russian oil imports by 90% and we are rapidly
reducing our gas imports. These decisions are grad-
ually freeing us from a dependence that has long
inhibited our political choices in the face of Vladimir
Putin’s aggressiveness. He probably believed that
Europe would not dare to engage in sanctions
because of its energy dependence. This is not the
most insignificant of the Russian regime’s many mis-
calculations during this conflict. Of course, weaning
ourselves off Russian energy so rapidly also creates
serious difficulties for many EU countries and for
several economic sectors. But this is the price we
have to pay for defending our democracies and
international law, and we are taking the necessary
steps to deal with these problems in full solidarity. 

Some may ask do these sanctions really have an
impact on the Russian economy? The simple answer
is yes. Although Russia exports a lot of raw materi-
als, it also has no choice but to import many high
value-added products that it does not manufacture.
For all advanced technologies, it is 45% dependent
on Europe and 21% on the United States, compared
with only 11% on China.  

In the military field, which is crucial in the context
of the war in Ukraine, the sanctions limit Russia’s
capacity to produce precision missiles such as the
Iskander or the KH 101. Almost all foreign car manu-
facturers have also decided to withdraw from Russia
and the few cars produced by Russian manufactur-
ers will be sold without airbags or automatic trans-
mission.  

The oil industry is suffering not only from the
departure of foreign operators but also from the dif-
ficulty of accessing advanced technologies such as
horizontal drilling. The ability of Russian industry to
bring new wells on stream is likely to be limited.
Finally, in order to maintain air traffic, Russia will
have to withdraw a majority of its aircraft from cir-
culation in order to recover the spare parts needed
to allow the others to fly. Added to this there is also
the loss of access to financial markets, being discon-
nected from major global research networks and a
massive brain drain.  

As for the alternative offered by China for the
Russian economy, in reality it remains limited, espe-
cially for high-tech products. To date, the Chinese
government, which is very dependent on its exports
to developed countries, has not assisted Russia in
circumventing Western sanctions. Chinese exports
to Russia have fallen in line with those of Western
countries.  

Will these significant and growing impacts lead
Vladimir Putin to modify his strategic calculations?
Probably not in the immediate future: His actions
are not guided primarily by economic logic.
However, by forcing him to choose either butter or
guns, the sanctions lock him in a vice that is gradu-
ally tightening.

Regarding the impact of these sanctions on third
countries, particularly African countries, which
depend on Russian and Ukrainian wheat and fertilis-
ers, where responsibility lies in terms of the food cri-
sis is clear. Our sanctions do not in any shape or
form target Russian wheat or fertiliser exports, while
Ukraine is prevented from exporting its wheat by
the Black Sea blockade and destruction caused by
Russian aggression. If such issues linked to our
sanctions were to arise, we are ready to put in place
the appropriate mechanisms to address these. I have
informed my African counterparts of this and asked
them not to be fooled by the Russian authorities’
untruths regarding our sanctions.

The real answer to the difficulties on the world
energy and food markets is an end to the war. This
cannot be achieved by accepting the Russian diktat,
it can only be achieved by Russia’s withdrawal from
Ukraine. Respect for the territorial integrity of states
and the non-use of force are not Western or
European principles. They are the basis of all inter-
national law. Russia is blithely trampling on them. To
accept such a violation would open the door to the
law of the jungle on a global scale.  

Contrary to what we thought rather naively just a
few years ago, economic interdependence does not
automatically imply a pacification of international rela-
tions. This is why the transition to a Europe as a power,
which I have been calling for since the beginning of my
mandate, is imperative. Faced with the invasion of
Ukraine, we have begun to move from intention to
action by showing that, when provoked, Europe can
respond. Since we do not want to go to war with
Russia, economic sanctions are now at the core of this
response. They are already beginning to have an effect
and will do so even more in the coming months.
Note: Joseph Borell is EU High Representative for
Foreign Affairs and Security Policy / Vice-President
of the Commission

KHARTOUM, Sudan: Hundreds of Sudanese pro-
testers demanding an end to military rule took to
the streets of the capital Khartoum and its suburbs
for a fourth straight day Sunday, witnesses said.

A violent crackdown by the security forces dur-
ing mass rallies on Thursday killed nine people, the
deadliest day for several months in the long running
protests against a military takeover last October led
by army chief Abdel Fattah al-Burhan.

Recent protests have seen crowds burn tyres and
barricade roads with bricks, with security forces
using live bullets, firing barrages of tear gas canis-
ters and using powerful water cannons, according
to medics and the United Nations.

Demonstrators demand a restoration of the tran-
sition to civilian rule that was launched after the
2019 ouster of longtime autocrat Omar al-Bashir,
which the coup derailed.

“We will continue this sit-in until the coup is
overturned, and we have a fully civilian govern-
ment,” demonstrator Muayyad Mohamed told AFP
in central Khartoum.

The death toll from protest-related violence has
reached 114 since last year’s coup, with the latest
fatality recorded Saturday when a demonstrator
died from wounds sustained at a June 16 rally,
according to pro-democracy medics.

‘We will not compromise’ 
“We will not compromise until the goals of our

revolution are realised,” said Soha, 25, another pro-
tester, who gave only her first name.

“We are here in the street demanding freedom,
peace, justice, a civil state and the return of the mili-
tary to the barracks.”

The coup plunged Sudan further into political
and economic turmoil which has seen rising con-
sumer prices and life-threatening food shortages.

On Sunday, witnesses reported a heavy deploy-
ment of security forces on the streets of Khartoum,
including both army vehicles as well as those of the

Rapid Support Forces (RSF), a feared paramilitary
unit commanded by Burhan’s deputy Mohamed
Hamdan Daglo.

The RSF incorporated members of the Janjaweed
militia, which was accused by rights groups of
atrocities during the conflict that erupted in 2003 in
the western region of Darfur.

More recently, the RSF has been accused of tak-
ing part in crack downs on protesters marching
against the army.

The international community has condemned the

recent bloodshed, with the United Nations’ rights
chief urging an independent probe into Thursday’s
violence. The UN, African Union and regional bloc
IGAD have tried to facilitate talks between the gen-
erals and civilians, which the main civilian factions
have boycotted.

On Friday, the three bodies jointly condemned
the violence and “the use of excessive force by
security forces and lack of accountability for such
actions, despite repeated commitments by
authorities”. —AFP

Demonstrators demand restoration of transition to civilian rule

Hundreds of anti-coup protesters 
in Sudan defy security forces

KHARTOUM, Sudan: Anti-coup protesters take cover as riot police try to disperse them with water cannon
during a demonstration against military rule in the centre of Sudan’s capital Khartoum.  —AFP

Hong Kong lawmaker 
tests COVID positive 
after photo with Xi
HONG KONG: A Hong Kong lawmaker who
posed for a group photo with Chinese President
Xi Jinping during the leader’s visit to the finan-
cial hub this week confirmed Sunday he has
since tested positive for coronavirus.

Xi visited Hong Kong under strict security
measures to mark the 25th anniversary of the
city’s handover from Britain in his first trip out-
side mainland China since the outbreak of the
pandemic. Steven Ho, a 42-year-old member of
Hong Kong’s largest pro-Beijing party who sits
in the city’s rubber stamp legislature, was one
of about 100 officials granted close contact
with Xi for a photo call on Thursday afternoon.

Ho was standing two rows directly behind Xi,
according to the photos released by the gov-
ernment. The lawmaker tested negative on the
first day of Xi’s visit on Thursday and returned
an uncertain test on Friday, he said.

He did not take part in any events on Friday
after the uncertain test result, he said in a state-

ment on social media. “The sample of July 1 was
one with extremely low infectivity and it was
categorised as ‘uncertain’, but for the sake of
public security, I  did not participate in the
events on that day,” Ho wrote.

Ho was the second member of the DAB party
to have tested positive around Xi’s visit. Tam
Yiu-chung, Hong Kong’s sole representative to
Beijing’s top lawmaking body, tested positive on
Thursday and was absent from all events.

China is the only major economy still pursu-
ing a zero-COVID approach of eliminating out-
breaks as they emerge, using snap lockdowns
and mass testing. 

Xi has not left China in nearly 900 days and
the vast country’s borders have been largely
sealed to most outsiders.

Hong Kong is pursuing a lighter version of
zero-COVID but has kept heavy travel and
gathering restrictions in place throughout the
pandemic. Extraordinari ly t ight  rules were
imposed to ensure both the coronavirus and
political opposition were not in Xi’s orbit during
his trip to the city, where a democracy move-
ment has been crushed since huge protests
three years ago.

Hundreds of government officials, legislators
and other invited guests were forced into an

anti-Covid “closed-loop” system, which includ-
ed limiting their social contacts, taking daily
PCR tests and checking into a quarantine hotel
in the days leading up to the visit.

During the visit, parts of the city were shut
down, prominent dissidents were placed under
heavy police surveillance, and multiple journal-
ists were barred from covering the off icial
events. Nine arrests were made by the city’s
national security police in the week.  —AFP

HONG KONG: China’s President Xi Jinping waves follow-
ing his speech after a ceremony to inaugurate the city’s
new leader and government in Hong Kong.  —AFP

India landslide 
death toll 
rises to 37
GUWAHATI, India: The death toll
from a massive landslide in India hit
37 on Sunday, authorities said, as res-
cue teams battled teeming rain to
search for 25 others still missing three
days later. A wall of mud and rock
swamped a camp housing railway
construction workers and members of
the Territorial Army in remote
Manipur state in the northeast after
heavy rain early on Thursday.

Emergency teams rescued 18 sur-
vivors within the first few hours of the
incident. But army spokesperson
Angom Bobin Singh said Sunday that
28 people were still missing before an
announcement later that three more

bodies had been retrieved.
The fourth day of search opera-

tions was ongoing “despite adverse
weather conditions” because of
“heavy rains and fresh landslides”,
Singh said. The remote northeast has
generally poor road and railway infra-
structure but India in the last few
years has pushed ambitious infra-
structure projects to match a Chinese
build-up across the border.

The picturesque region-with
mountains and dense forests-has been
pummelled by heavy rainfall in recent
weeks, triggering landslides and
floods. Dozens were killed in the area
after flooding last month, with relent-
less rains causing landslides and inun-
dating homes.

Experts say climate change is
increasing the number of extreme
weather events around the world, with
damming, deforestation and develop-
ment projects in India exacerbating
the human toll.  —AFP

IMPHAL: In this handout photo released by the Indian Army shows, security
forces and disaster relief teams search for survivors and victims after a
landslide in Noney district.  —AFP
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Taleban still 
illegitimate 
rulers: Activists
KABUL: The Taleban remain illegitimate rulers
despite a declaration by thousands of male clerics
endorsing their hardline government, Afghan
women activists said Sunday. The clerics pledged
allegiance to the Taleban and its reclusive leader
Saturday following a three-day meeting that failed
to address thorny issues such as the right of
teenage girls to go to school.

The Taleban-who seized power last August-
have since tried to present the meeting as a vote of
confidence in their vision of a pure Islamic state
totally subservient to sharia law. They insisted last

week that women would be represented at the
meeting-attended by over 3,500 men-but only by
their sons and husbands.

“Statements released or pledging allegiance
to the Taleban in any gathering or event without
the presence of half of the nation’s population,
the women, are not acceptable,” Hoda Khamosh,
a rights activist currently in exile in Norway,
told AFP.

“This summit... does not have legitimacy, validi-
ty, or the approval of the people.” Since returning
to power in August, the Taleban’s harsh interpreta-
tion of sharia law has imposed severe restrictions
on Afghans-particularly women.

Secondary school girls have been barred from
education and women prevented from working in
government jobs, forbidden from travelling alone,
and ordered to dress in clothing that covers every-
thing but their faces.

The Taleban have also outlawed playing non-

religious music, ordered TV channels to stop
showing movies and soaps featuring uncovered
women, and told men they should dress in tradi-
tional garb and grow their beards. In Kabul, a col-
lective of women’s groups also slammed the cler-
ics’ meeting as not representative.

“The ulema (clerics) are just one part of society,
they are not the whole,” organiser Ainoor Uzbik
told AFP after a press conference. “The decisions
they made serve only their own interests and are
not in the interest of the country and its people.
There was nothing for women on the agenda, nor
in the communique.”

In a statement, the collective said men like the
Taleban held absolute power before in history-
but usually only for a short time before being
dumped. “The only thing Afghans can do is to
raise their voice and demand the international
community puts pressure on the Taleban,” Uzbik
said.  —AFP


