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BIRMINGHAM: India stand-in captain Jasprit
Bumrah starred with both bat and bal l  as
England’s Stuart Broad conceded the most expen-
sive over in Test history, giving up 35 runs at
Edgbaston on Saturday. India were all out for a
breathtaking 416 in their first innings of the
COVID-delayed fifth Test, with the tourists 2-1 up
in a five-match series.

Bumrah, who hit Broad for 29 runs in an over
that also featured five wides and a no-ball he
struck for six, then led from the front in his primary
role of strike bowler. He took the first three wick-
ets to fall amid several rain breaks in an excellent
return of 3-35 in 11 overs, with England slumping
to 84-5 at stumps on the second day — a deficit
of 332 runs.

When play resumed in bright sunshine, former
England captain Joe Root, the world’s top-ranked
Test batsman, was caught behind for 31 trying to
cut a Mohammad Siraj delivery that was too close
to him. At 78-4, for all their aggressive play under
a new leadership duo of captain Ben Stokes and
red-ball coach Brendon McCullum while white-
washing Test world champions New Zealand 3-0,
England sent in Jack Leach as a nightwatchman.

Leach, however, was caught behind for a duck
off Mohammed Siraj in a five-ball stay where he
was also dropped in the slips. The in-form Jonny
Bairstow was 12 not out and skipper Stokes
unbeaten on nought at stumps. Broad had become
just the sixth bowler to take 550 Test wickets
when he lost his composure by bowling too short
at Bumrah, deputizing as captain for the Covid-hit
Rohit Sharma. No 10 Bumrah was anything but
intimidated during eight remarkable deliveries
from Broad, even though the seamer was armed
with the new ball.

Bumrah ‘serious’ about batting
The six legitimate balls were thrashed for 23

runs, including four fours and a six. Broad, 36, also
sent down a wide that sailed over the head of
wicketkeeper Sam Billings for four and a no-ball
Bumrah top-edged for six. “Whenever Bumrah
bats in the nets he takes it seriously,” India all-
rouder Ravindra Jadeja, who earlier Saturday hit
his first Test century overseas, told reporters. “It is
not like when he bats he has a casual approach, he
puts a price on his wicket.”

The previous record of 28 runs in a Test over had
been achieved on three occasions in the format’s
145-year history, with Broad’s team-mates James
Anderson and Root two of the bowlers on the
receiving end. Broad was already the joint record-
holder for the most expensive over in a Twenty20
international, also against India, having conceded
36 runs when Yuvraj Singh hit him for six sixes dur-
ing a 2007 World Twenty20 match in Durban.

But he is unlikely to add the corresponding one-
day international record to his unwanted list as
well given Broad hasn’t played a 50-overs per side
match for England since 2016 in order to extend
his Test career. India, 338-7 overnight, smashed 78
runs in 11.5 overs with Jadeja, resuming on 83 not
out, completed the third century of his 60-Test
career. “To do it outside India, especially in
England to hit a hundred as a player is a really big
thing,” said Jadeja.

“I can really take some confidence in myself as
a player from this, to score a hundred in England
especially in swinging conditions, it feels really
good.” The 33-year-old had been the junior part-
ner in a stand of 222 with Rishabh Pant, who hit a
rapid 146, that rescued India from the depths of
98-5. “Huge credit to Jadeja and Pant,” Anderson

told the BBC. “Sometimes you have to take your
hat off to the opposition and obviously they have
bowled well.” Anderson eventually bowled Jadeja
for 104 and then ended the innings when Siraj
holed out to finish with 5-60 in 21.5 overs.

Bumrah followed his 31 not out by removing
England’s top three of Alex Lees, Crawley and

Ollie Pope, who managed just 25 runs between
them on Saturday.Lees was bowled between bat
and pad, with Crawley and Pope caught in the
slips. This decider should have been played in
Manchester last September only to be postponed
just hours before the start because of coronavirus
concerns within the India camp. —AFP

India’s stand-in captain Bumrah stars

England’s Broad concedes the
‘costliest over’ in Test history

BIRMINGHAM: India’s Jasprit Bumrah just fails to reach a shot from England’s Sam Billings during play on
Day 3 of the fifth cricket Test match between England and India at Edgbaston, Birmingham in central
England on July 3, 2022.  —AFP

LOS ANGELES: Branden Grace
grabbed five of his eight birdies on
the back nine on Saturday to pull
away for a two-shot win in the
Portland LIV Golf Invitational and
capture the $4 million first prize. The
34-year-old ranked 128th in the world
pulled level with Carlos Ortiz with a
birdie at the 13th, then birdied the
15th, 16th and 17th to secure the win
in the second event of the controver-
sial Saudi-funded series, which has
raised the hackles of the established
US PGA Tour and DP World Tour and
sparked criticism over Saudi Arabia’s
human rights record.

But controversy appeared far from
Grace’s mind as the celebratory cham-
pagne was sprayed on the 18th green
at Pumpkin Ridge outside Portland,
Oregon. “This new format, everything
is amazing and everybody is having a
blast,” Grace said after the win in the

54-hole event in which there is no cut
and all 48 entrants earn some piece of
a purse of more than $20 million.

Grace carded a final-round 65 and
finished two strokes in front of
Mexico’s Ortiz, who closed with a
three-under par 69. Two-time major-
winner Dustin Johnson, at 17th in the
world the highest-ranked player so far
to bolt for the new series, started the
day tied for the lead with Ortiz but
finished tied for third with compatriot
Patrick Reed on nine-under. Johnson
carded a one-under par 71 while for-
mer Masters champion Reed moved
up with a five-under 67 that included
a chip-in eagle at the 17th.

Hours before the event teed off on
Thursday, family members of people
killed in the September 11, 2001
attacks held a press conference near
Pumpkin Ridge to voice their outrage.
Insisting that Saudi Arabia should be

held accountable in the attacks - in
which 15 of the 19 hijackers were
Saudi nationals - they joined with
human rights groups who say the
lucrative series is an attempt to boost
the kingdom’s image through sport.

The series’ Saudi ties also hit close
to home in Oregon, where in 2016 15-
year-old Fallon Smart was killed in a
hit-and-run traffic accident in which
Saudi college student Brahmanda
Ameer Norah faced a first-degree
murder charge. He removed his moni-
toring device before his trial and US
authorities said they believed the
Saudi government had helped him
leave the country.

Nevertheless, the golf event drew
enthusiastic crowds, organizers say-
ing Pumpkin Ridge was sold out on
Saturday without offering an atten-
dance figure. Grace had taken the
outright lead with his birdie at 15
when his tee shot at 16 skipped
through the fairway into a strip of
rough alongside a cart path. His sec-
ond shot went through the green, but
he strengthened his grip on the lead
by chipping in for birdie. The team

title went to the All-American quar-
tet of Johnson, Reed, Tolar Gooch
and Pat Perez, each pocketing
$750,000 in addition to their indi-
vidual earnings.—AFP

OREGON: Branden Grace of South
Africa poses with the trophy after win-
ning the LIV Golf Invitational - Portland
at Pumpkin Ridge Golf Club on July 02,
2022. —AFP

Far from war, Ukraine 
sumo team train for 
global glory in Japan
SOKA: A team of Ukrainian sumo wrestlers whose
training was interrupted by Russia’s invasion are aiming
for global glory after a month-long camp in the home
of the ancient Japanese sport. The six-strong Ukrainian
amateur sumo team will fly to the US state of Alabama
on Tuesday to compete in the World Games, an
Olympic-like event featuring sports that are not con-
tested at the Summer Games.

The team had just finished a training session at their
base in the city of Kharkiv when Russia invaded in late
February and the city came under bombardment. An
acquaintance organised for them to hold a training
camp in Japan and the team are now raring to go when
the Games begin in Birmingham on July 7.

“Rockets are falling all over Ukraine and things are
being destroyed everywhere,” said Ivanna Berezovska,
a silver medalist in the open-weight category at the
2017 World Games and one of two women in the team.
“Competing at the World Games, first of all I want to
give myself something to be happy about and then I
want to give people back home something to cheer.”
Professional sumo is confined to Japan but the ancient
sport is popular at the amateur level around the world.

There are around 3,000 people involved in sumo in
Ukraine and the country has been one of the most suc-
cessful nations since the sport made its official World
Games debut in 2005. The Ukrainian team arrived in
Japan in late May and held training camps in southern

Oita and Ehime prefectures. Their first base, in the city
of Usa, is known as the birthplace of the great yokozu-
na Futabayama, who set a record of 69 straight wins in
the 1930s that still stands to this day.

Ukraine coach Liubov Korobko said the team were
now in good shape for the “very important” World
Games, despite the disruption caused by the war. “It’s

a big deal when Ukrainian athletes win medals there,”
she said. “We have a lot of sumo wrestlers competing
and I think we can make a contribution and help raise
the image of our country.” The World Games have
been held every four years since 1981 and feature a
range of non-Olympic sports from orienteering to bil-
liards. —AFP

SOKA: Ukrainian sumo wrestler Vazha Daiauri (left) and Oleksandr Veresiuk attend a training session at a
gymnastics centre in Soka, Saitama prefecture on July 3, 2022.  —AFP

Poston stays on 
top at PGA John 
Deere Classic
WASHINGTON: JT Poston, chasing a wire-to-
wire victory, fired a four-under par 67 to hold
a three-stroke lead after Saturday’s third
round of the US PGA John Deere Classic. The
29-year-old American, who matched his career
low with a 62 on Thursday, rolled in an eagle
putt from just inside 14 feet at the par-5 17th
and closed with a par to finish 54 holes on 19-
under 194 at TPC Deere Run in Silvis, Illinois.
“It was a little tougher out there,” Poston said.
“I didn’t hit it as well off the tees. I had to earn
it a bit more out there. I pulled out a 67. So I’m
pretty happy with it.”

American Scott Stallings, seeking his first
PGA title in eight years, shot 64 to share sec-
ond on 197 alongside countryman Denny
McCarthy and Argentina’s Emiliano Grillo, who
birdied four of the last five holes to shoot 65
as he chases his first PGA victory since 2015.
“I’ve been looking for that win for six-plus
years now. I’m looking forward to tomorrow,”
Grillo said. “I changed putters this week. So far
it’s working great. I’m seeing the lines a little
better.”

England’s Callum Tarren was fifth on 198
after a 65 with American Bo Hoag firing a 63,
matching his low PGA round, to share sixth on
199 with countryman Chris Naegel. Poston,
who led by four when the day began, took his
only PGA victory at the 2019 Wyndham
Championship. World number 99 Poston has
three top-10 efforts this season, the best of
them a runner-up result  at last week’s
Travelers Championship.

“I’m just trying to play good golf,” Poston
said. “When you have a lead like that, the goal
is to make it so guys can’t catch you and I’m
going to try and do that.” Poston blasted out of
a greenside bunker at the par-5 second hole to
just inside four feet of the cup and sank the
birdie putt, then dropped his approach to four
feet at the fifth to set up another birdie. Poston
curled in a six-foot birdie putt at the eighth
and made the turn on 18-under with a four-
stroke edge.

After taking only his second bogey of the
week, a poor 6-iron off the tee at the par-3
12th leading to a seven-foot par putt miss,
Poston answered with an uphill eight-foot
birdie putt at the 14th. But Poston’s tee shot at
the 15th hooked way right into deep rough and
he missed another seven footer to make bogey,
setting the stage for his eagle on the penulti-
mate hole. “It was just one of those where I had
a good eye for it,” Poston said of his eagle putt.

‘Time to take it deep’ 
Tarren, a 31-year-old PGA rookie ranked

393rd in the world, birdied four of the first six
holes in a bogey-free round to make his
charge. “I knew I got to get off to a hot start,
and I did,” Taren said. “I’m in a good position
for tomorrow. It ’s  t ime to take it  deep.”
Stallings, 37, seeks his fourth PGA title but
first since 2014 at Torrey Pines. He birdied
three of the first five holes, tapped in for
another to open the back nine and then reeled
off three in a row from 15-17 before closing
with a 10-foot par putt. —AFP

Grace heats up late to win 
Portland LIV Golf Invitational

‘Second life’ Jakobsen in 
Tour 2nd stage triumph
NYBORG: Two years after a near fatal cycling
crash Fabio Jakobsen won stage two of the Tour de
France on Saturday vindicating his Quick-Step
Alpha Vinyl team’s decision to select him ahead of
veteran Mark Cavendish. Jakobsen edged Jumbo-
Visma’s Wout van Aert, who took the overall
leader’s yellow jersey after the 202.2km run from
Roskilde to Nyborg in Denmark that included a

treacherous crossing of the 18km-long Great Belt
Bridge. Dutch rider Jakobsen’s win means Quick-
Step have two victories in as many days, after they
chose against picking the 37-year-old Cavendish, a
34-time stage winner on the race.

“Cavendish is a legend, I wish we both could
have been here,” Jakobsen said. “He helped me get a
deal and I’m sure he enjoyed my win,” he added.
The 25-year-old Jakobsen suffered a life-threaten-
ing crash at the Tour of Poland in 2020, but has
recovered to become one the most feared sprinter
in road cycling as he embarks on his first Tour de
France. “It’s been a long road for me to get here, if

only you knew,” said Jakobsen, who lost all his teeth
and underwent five hours of surgery the day he
crashed over barriers into a metal post.

“It’s like a second life. “Those who know me
understand the sacrifices I had to make. So today I
really am very happy,” he said. “The crash made me
more humble, I gave a lot for this, I’m happy but
above all grateful and happy for the fans here in
Denmark and at home too.” Jakobsen then went on
to thank his family, girlfriend, team, sponsors and
doctors, some of them by name in an emotional
recounting of how he struggled back. “I’ll remember
today forever.” —AFP


