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LONDON: Germany’s Tatjana Maria saved two match
points to reach her first Grand Slam quarter-final at
Wimbledon on Sunday. The 34-year-old mother-of-two
defeated former French Open champion Jelena
Ostapenko 5-7, 7-5, 7-5 after battling back from 1-4
down in the second set. Maria, ranked 103, fired nine
aces and exploited Ostapenko’s all-or-nothing approach
which resulted in 52 winners and 57 unforced errors for
the Latvian.

Maria made her Wimbledon debut back in 2007, but
had never previously got beyond the third round of a
Grand Slam. “It makes me so proud to be a mum - that’s
the best thing in the world,” said Maria, who only
returned from a second maternity leave less than a year
ago. “I love my kids. To be able to do it together, it makes
this really special.” Maria will face fellow German Jule
Niemeier for a place in the semi-finals.

‘Evil side’
Meanwhile, Stefanos Tsitsipas branded Nick Kyrgios

“a bully” with an “evil side” after losing a stormy
Wimbledon clash on Saturday. “It’s constant bullying,
that’s what he does,” the Greek fourth seed said in his
post-match press conference after their third-round
match. “He bullies the opponents. He was probably a bully
at school himself. I don’t like bullies. “He has some good

traits in his character, as well. “But... he also has a very evil
side to him, which if it’s exposed, it can really do a lot of
harm and bad to the people around him.”

The mercurial Australian prevailed 6-7 (2/7), 6-4, 6-3,
7-6 (9/7) in the match, during which both players were
handed code violations by the umpire. Kyrgios even
demanded the Tsitsipas be defaulted for hitting the ball
into the crowd. Tsitsipas admitted he deliberately hit the
ball at Kyrgios at one stage in an effort to quieten the
Australian. 

“I was aiming for the body of my opponent but I
missed by a lot,” he said. “This needs to stop. It’s not okay.
Someone needs to sit down with him and talk. I’m not
used to play this way. “But I cannot just sit there, act like a
robot and act like someone that is completely cold and
ignorant. “It felt like a bit of a circus. You get tired of the
constant talking, the constant complaining,” he added.

Kyrgios, in his own press conference, said he under-
stood why Tsitsipas would be upset after losing two times
in recent weeks, including in Halle. “Maybe he should fig-
ure out how to beat me a couple more times first and then
get to that,” he said. Kyrgios claimed he had been the vic-
tim of bullying on the court. “I’m not sure how I bullied
him. He was the one hitting balls at me, he was the one
that hit a spectator, he was the one that smacked it out of
the stadium. I didn’t do anything.

‘Stefanos ‘soft’ 
“I did nothing towards Stefanos today that was disre-

spectful.” “He’s soft to come in here and say I bullied him.
We’re not cut from the same cloth. If he’s affected by that,
then that’s what’s holding him back,” he added. After seal-
ing his victory, the 2014 quarter-finalist said he had fan-
cied his chances coming into the match after his recent
win against the fourth seed on the grass in Germany.

“He’s a hell of a player. He knows how to beat me - he’s
beaten me once,” said the 40th-ranked Australian, who
now has a 4-1 winning record against the Greek player.
“It’s amazing, everywhere I go I seem to have full stadi-
ums. The media loves to say I’m bad for the sport but
clearly I’m not.” Kyrgios, who received an obscenity
warning, did not lose his serve in the entire match, saving
all five break points he faced and winning 81 percent of
his first-serve points.

Drama
There was little hint of the drama to come when 23-

year-old Tsitsipas edged a first-set tie-break. But the
match descended into mayhem when a frustrated
Tsitsipas hit the ball into the crowd after losing the sec-
ond set, for which he received a warning. Kyrgios said
Tsitsipas should be kicked out of Wimbledon, recalling
the incident at the US Open in 2020 when Novak

Djokovic was defaulted from the tournament after hitting
a line judge with a ball. 

In astonishing scenes, the Australian called the umpire
a “disgrace”, demanding to speak to supervisors and
saying he would not continue until the situation was
resolved. “You can’t hit a ball into the crowd and hit
someone and not get defaulted,” he said. At that point
Tsitsipas left the court but returned to boos in an
increasingly volatile atmosphere on Court One. Kyrgios,
now on top against a clearly rattled Tsitsipas, broke in the
fourth game of the third set. Later in the set, Tsitsipas
was given a point penalty for hitting the ball in frustration
towards the back of the court after a Kyrgios underarm
serve. The 2019 ATP Finals champion appeared to aim
shots in the direction of the Australian while Kyrgios con-
tinued to talk between points and bowed to the crowd at
5-3 following a winning drop shot. Kyrgios won the set
and immediately put pressure on Tsitsipas at the beginning
of the fourth set but neither player could force a break
despite multiple opportunities. At 4-4 play was suspended
for the roof to be closed and the match went to a nail-bit-
ing tie-break. Tsitsipas had set points to draw level in the
match but it was Kyrgios who came out on top when his
opponent netted after a drop shot. The Australian will play
20-year-old American Brandon Nakashima, the world
number 56, in the last 16. —AFP

WIMBLEDON: Germany’s Tatjana Maria eyes the ball as she returns it to Latvia’s Jelena Ostapenko during their round of 16 women’s singles tennis match on the seventh day of the 2022 Wimbledon Championships at The
All England Tennis Club in Wimbledon, southwest London, on July 3, 2022. —AFP
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Momota thrashed by 
Axelsen in Open final
KUALA LUMPUR:  Japan’s Kento Momota suffered a
heavy defeat in the Malaysia Open final Sunday against
world number one Viktor Axelsen, the latest disappointing
performance from the once undisputed king of badminton.
The tournament marked the first time Momota has played
in Malaysia since he was involved in a car crash there two
years ago, which sent his career into free fall.

Denmark’s Axelsen, the reigning Olympic champion,
outplayed the Japanese star from start to finish, taking only
34 minutes to win 21-4, 21-7. Momota-playing in his first
final of the year after a torrid run of form-received a rap-
turous welcome as he arrived at the arena in Kuala
Lumpur. But it was a one-sided game, with Axelsen imme-
diately taking control, racking up points with a series of
explosive smashes. The first game was over quickly, and in
the second Axelsen maintained the high tempo to force
Momota into numerous unforced errors. After the match,
world number two Momota said that Axelsen’s “level was
higher than I expected. “I thought I was getting better in
this tournament, but it was a bit too much for me today.
“But I will use the experience of playing in this big final for
upcoming tournaments,” the 27-year-old added.

Axelsen said he was surprised he managed to play so
well. “I was surprised with my levels today especially that I
managed to find explosiveness in my game,” he said. “I was

expecting a tough match, but it was great to play Momota
in another major final”. It marked Axelsen’s fifth victory of
the season. The Dane had already won the All England,
European Championships and two titles in Indonesia.

Momota was involved in a car crash that killed his driv-
er on the way to the airport after winning the Malaysia
Masters in January 2020. This year’s edition of the Masters
takes place next week. It left Momota with a fractured eye
socket and double vision. When he did return after a year
out of action, the Japanese star was a shadow of his former
self. He flopped at his home Tokyo Olympics last year and
lost in the first round in four of the five singles tournaments
he had previously entered this year.  —AFP

Ronaldo wants to 
leave Man United
LONDON: Cristiano Ronaldo wants to leave
Manchester United this summer if the Premier
League club receive an appropriate offer, according
to multiple reports on Saturday. The 37-year-old
Portugal forward returned to Old Trafford from
Juventus last summer but despite being United’s top
scorer last season, and third in the Premier League,
the campaign was overall disappointing. 

United finished sixth in the Premier League,
missing out on Champions League qualification,

leaving the five-time Ballon d’Or winner, who has
a year left on his contract plus an optional year,
facing the prospect of playing in the Europa
League for the first time. Manchester United are
adamant Ronaldo, who scored 24 goals in all com-
petitions, is not for sale, according to reports, with
new manager Erik ten Hag keen to work with him. 

Ronaldo won three Premier League titles and the
Champions League during six trophy-laden years
with United before leaving for Real Madrid in 2009
and Juventus in 2018, collecting more trophies at
both clubs. United’s international players are due to
report for training in the coming days ahead of fly-
ing to Thailand on Friday for the start of their pre-
season tour. —AFP

Kuwait Premier 
League kicks 
off August 25th 
KUWAIT: The Kuwait Football Federation
announced that the Kuwait Premier League for the
upcoming sports season (2022/2023) will start on the
25th of August with a new system. The First Division
will begin on the 28th of the same month as the com-
petition of His Highness the Amir’s Cup will be
launched on the 23rd of January while His Highness
the Crown Prince Cup will kick off on October 18.
The Super Cup will be on the 6th November.

The Director of the Competitions Department in
the Federation, Dr Hamid Al-Shaibani, said in the
press conference held by the Federation Sunday that
the Premier League, which includes 10 clubs, will be
held in its first phase with the two-legged system. The
clubs will be divided into two groups after the end of
the two sections. Al-Shaibani added that the first
group will include the first six places, as they will play
between them in the home and away system to deter-
mine the winner of the title. The clubs at the seventh
to tenth place will compete among themselves to
avoid relegation. Two of them will be relegated. 

The federation has made some changes in order
to increase the number of matches in the season to
raise the level of competitiveness between clubs,
which contribute to improving the technical level of
Kuwaiti players. Al-Dihani pointed out that the
Federation, as part of its keenness to support the
clubs decided to give the winner of the Premier
League KD100, 000. The second-place finisher will
receive KD60, 000 dinars, while the third-place fin-
isher will receive KD40,000. 

The Federation also decided to award cash prizes
to the clubs that will occupy the top six positions in
the first phase of the league to encourage players to
do their best and provide their best level - calling for
cooperation of clubs with the Federation to make the

local sports season a success. The Federation seeks
to discover and train a great number of talents -
underlining that interest in young players as the best
way to improve the national teams. 

In his turn, the Assistant Secretary-General for
Technical Affairs and National Teams Badr Abdul-
Jalil said in a speech at the conference that the next
season will witness an intensification of the establish-
ment of tournaments for the age groups, especially
from 6 years to 14 years, with the aim of discovering
the largest number of athletes. —KUNA

KUALA LUMPUR: Denmark’s Viktor Axelsen (right) poses with
his gold medal next to silver medalist Japan’s Kento Momota
after the men’s singles final at the Malaysia Open badminton
tournament in Kuala Lumpur on July 3, 2022.  —AFP


