
KUWAIT: The Scientific Center (TSCK), one of 
the centers of Kuwait Foundation for the 
Advancement of Sciences (KFAS), announced a 
major global scientific achievement, with the suc-
cessful breeding of the endangered sand tiger shark 
and the successful care of the newborn sharks - 
under the umbrella of a carefully mapped out strat-
egy to ensure their continued health and wellbeing. 
A first of its kind achievement for the center, this 
new milestone sets TSCK apart as one of a few cen-
ters globally to have successfully bred this endan-
gered species. To celebrate the scientific feat, TSCK 
held a press conference on Tuesday in the presence 
of a number of representatives of major institutions, 
entities, and key figures in the world of environ-
mental sciences, preservation, biodiversity and sus-
tainability. At the conference, the attended were 
able to see the baby sharks for themselves, who 
have now become part of the impressive group of 

sand tiger sharks that the Center has cared for now 
for more than 20 years - becoming one of the most 
popular marine creatures at TSCK. 

The famed sand tiger shark Bibi, who is estimat-
ed to be more than 20 years old herself, gave birth 
to the new baby sand tiger sharks, one male and 
one female, on January 23, 2022, at TSCK 
Aquarium. The baby sharks were named Bader and 
Badriya, a choice made by the public via a vote 
held on TSCK’s Instagram account. 

 
Suitable environment  

Dr Salem Al-Ablani, a biologist and a former 
member of the TSCK Board of Directors, said that 
over the course of 22 years, the Scientific Center 
was able to provide and maintain a suitable envi-
ronment for sand tiger sharks that enabled them to 
reproduce naturally and continuously without any 
artificial interference during those years. According 
to scientific studies, this type of shark is one of the 
rarest species that breeds in aquariums, due to var-
ious stressors such as crowding, diet, and water 
temperature. The gestation period of females 
ranges from 12 to 14 months, and it is difficult to 
maintain her pregnancy for this length of time 
under all the factors inside an aquarium’s environ-
ment. The successful birth of two baby sharks is a 
clear indication of the good conditions that charac-
terize TSCK’s aquarium’s environment. The birth of 
healthy youngsters also indicates that the nutrition-
al value of the sharks’ diet is very high, “which is 
reflected very positively on the excellent breeding 
practices of the staff of the Marine and Wildlife 

Department and their expertise, not to mention the 
excellent management of the scientific center,” 
Ablani said. 

Ablani further noted: “The biggest challenge for 
the Scientific Center was to safeguard the lives of 
the young sharks after their birth, as the fact is that 
sand tiger sharks babies need extreme care to be 
able to survive. Therefore, we find it very difficult 
to reproduce this breed of sharks, and the survival 
of this type of sharks is considered rare, and very 
successful models are few and far in between. 

“Once the birth took place safely, the Aquarium 
team, led by Global Consultant Andrew Clarke, 
rushed the youngsters out of the main tank in time, 
where they were transferred to the nursery ponds 
to ensure their safety - and where they were close-
ly monitored for all aspects, especially their feed-
ing. The team then performed a CT scan of the 
youngsters to ensure their health. The team also 
put in place a strategy to take care of the newborns 
and ensure their proper growth, by providing the 
right amount of food they need at the right time.” 

About Bader and Badriya’s condition, Ablani 
said: “The baby sharks are in excellent health. Each 
one of them weighed about 3.5 kg at birth and 
began to feed about five days after birth, which is 
the norm for this type of shark given that they are 
born with egg yolks and the remains of the fetuses 
they ate during the gestation period in their stom-
achs. At the age of four months, the youngsters 
weighed about 9.5 kg and reached a length of 
about 130 cm. Currently the Center’s specialized 
staff carefully weighs the amount of food they are 
fed, to be able to track how much each of them 
consumes, and we use this information to determine 
their growth rates. We also collect morphometric 
measurements (weight and height) monthly.” 

Ablani continued: “These sharks have great eco-
logical importance and value in maintaining the 
marine bio-balance, as well as scientific value in 
terms of what they mean for the field of scientific 
research. With this information, we will learn more 
about sand tiger sharks, and will help other facilities 
around the world that struggle to breed and nurture 
them. We can also use this information to better 
understand their natural history and help provide 
vital information about some of the environmental 
threats to which these animal populations are 
exposed to in nature - such as poaching, bycatch, 
and other threats, which are thankfully in decline. 
Our daily observations also give us insight into their 
natural and reactive behaviors.” 

 
Impressive achievement 

Meanwhile, Rana Al-Nibari, TSCK’s General 
Manager, said: “We are proud of this impressive 
achievement, which confirms our full commitment to 
the environment and our eagerness to do every-
thing possible to achieve our mission and vision of 
contributing to the preservation and sustainability 
of the environment. This is not simply through 
awareness efforts, but by playing an active and 
effective role in driving action and fostering a cul-
ture of preservation. Our success in breeding sand 
tiger sharks is attributable to our high-quality facili-

ties, the experience of our specialized staff and our 
world class consultants.” 

The Scientific Center continues to contribute 
scientific information that is set to help other aquar-
ium centers around the world to preserve the sur-
vival of sand tiger sharks, which are one of the 
species listed on the International Union for 
Conservation of Nature’s (IUCN) Red List of 
Threatened Species. Nibari further added: “We are 
pleased to share our experience with all aquarium 
centers in the world to help contribute to saving 
these sharks from extinction and ensure their popu-
lations sustainability. We also hope to continue to 
produce later generations of them in the Scientific 
Center’s Aquarium.” 

It is worth mentioning that, since opening its 
doors in 2000, the Scientific Center has been 
relentless in its efforts towards environmental and 
wildlife preservation. The Center has continued to 
develop its facilities over the course of the past 

22years, ensuring they are maintained in accor-
dance with the highest possible international stan-
dards, which has led TSCK to obtain accreditation 
by the European Association of Zoos and 
Aquariums (EAZA). To date, the center remains 
among a select handful that have obtained this 
accreditation in the Arab world, due to the high 
standards required by the association to obtain this 
particular honor. This is especially important as this 
accreditation allows international centers to benefit 
from and exchange the necessary experiences that 
would contribute to preserving the environment and 
sustaining the lives of animals. 

At the conclusion of the conference, Nibari 
thanked all the attendees and invited shark lovers 
and those interested in conservation issues to come 
to the Mijbil Al-Mutawa Aquarium to watch the 
newborns, Bader and Badriya. during its annual 
Shark Week event, which takes place this year dur-
ing the Eid Al-Adha holiday.
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Kuwait’s Scientific Center introduces new 
sand tiger baby sharks ‘Bader’ and ‘Badriya’

One of few centers globally to successfully breed the endangered species

KUWAIT: Sand tiger sharks ‘Bader’ and ‘Badriya’ swim in a fish tank at The Scientific Center on 
Tuesday. — Photos by Yasser Al-Zayyat

Dr Salem Al-Ablani, biologist and former member of 
the TSCK Board of Directors, speaks during the 
press conference.

Rana Al-Nibari, TSCK’s General Manager, addresses 
the conference.
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KUWAIT: The Kuwait Fire Force (KFF) and its members 
have become a symbol of sacrifice and dedication through 
efforts to protect lives and fend off dangers. No matter 
what the situation was whether a ferocious fire or a horrific 
car accident, KFF teams came to the rescue of people from 
all backgrounds and walks of life. Locally, the KFF have 
been very active in stopping fires and dealing with acci-
dents, earning appreciation from the masses. Speaking to 
KUNA on KFF operations, head of public relations and 
media at the force Colonel Mohammad Al-Ghareeb 
affirmed that the staff was always ready for any emergency 
throughout the year, saying that there was no season for 
the staff to relax because catastrophe could hit at anytime 
and anywhere. He noted that any incident could occur at 
any given time, revealing that the majority of fire incidents 
occurred due to an electric short from appliances. 

Since the start of this year, fire incidents have decreased 
by eight percent in residential areas, Ghareeb indicated, 
affirming that the KFF, along with the help of the people 
and society in general, were eager to increase that per-
centage. He stressed that prevention and preparation was 
key in avoiding any tragedy, saying that each facility, build-
ing, or house should be equipped with fire extinguishers 
and necessary tools in case of an emergency. In the sum-
mer season and school break, accidents tend to occur 
more frequently, he said, calling on people to be vigilant 
and stop any mishaps from the get-go. Ghareeb stressed 
that the KFF was very eager to provide lectures on how to 
avoid accidents, saying this was part of its duty to society. 

The KFF tackled several fires in recent years namely 

the one in Mubarakiya traditional market and bazaar, 
which ate up a large part of the historical sites in that area. 
Since the beginning of the year, KFF handled several other 
fires, which engulfed areas between 1,000 to 3,000 
square meters in several locations in the country. During 
the operations, several KFF members were slightly 
wounded, but their efforts managed to prevent tragedies 
at a wider scale. 

The KFF also took part in international fire prevention 
events and conferences to increase its knowledge and help 
to battle any outbreaks. In addition to its firefighting duties, 
the KFF also issues permits and warning tickets for viola-
tors. While the KFF does best on a national level, the force 
had been providing assistance abroad. In 2021, KFF lent a 
hand to Turkey as well as Greece to fend off forest fires, 
sending fire fighters and vehicle to assist in the job of sav-
ing human lives. The Kuwaiti leadership also instructed the 
KFF to donate machinery to Algeria, Tunisia, and else-
where in a gesture of solidarity and aid. — KUNA
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KUWAIT: Firefighters battle a blaze in Kuwait. 
A fire engine displayed to the public during an exhi-
bition near Kuwait Towers. Kuwait Fire Force marine rescue boats.

Kuwaiti firemen participate in battling forest fires in Turkey. — KUNA photos

RABAT: ISESCO decided to apt Kuwait’s Naif 
Palace as an Islamic Heritage Site during the 
Heritage Committee’s 10th session on the Islamic 
World. Dr Walid Al-Saif advisor to secretary-
general of Kuwait’s National Council for Culture, 
Arts and Letters (NCCAL), said that prompting 
Naif Palace amongst ISESCO’s Heritage index is 
of “great importance historically, as it is one the 
most significant Islamic castles.” He also pointed 
out the historical, political, and cultural relevance 
of the place, as well as its architectural construct 
that prompt the place for such an addition to 
ISESCO’s heritage index. The Palace covers an 

area of 28,882 square meters, consisting of 214 
rooms that were used for storing weapons and 
artillery while other rooms were used to host 
guards and soldiers, as the palace is located near 
the city walls and main gate. It’s a marvel of 
Kuwait’s first quarter of the 20 century’s antiqui-
ties, with wide open courtyards and large hand-
crafted wooden doors in addition to the Islamic 
style arches surrounding the internal design of the 
building. 

Ramadan is when this palace is publicly sig-
nificant as it is used for the firing of the iftar can-
non that is a tradition in Kuwait ever since the 

city walls were erected. “Standing in the middle 
of the courtyard, you can see the long liwan from 
both the northern and eastern side with arches 
and columns of Islamic architectural design.” In 
1950, the Palace became headquarters of Public 
Security Directorate to serve as a place to settle 
issues, difference, as well as unlawful cases, 
under the auspices of Sheikh Abdullah Al-
Mubarak Al-Sabah and Sheikh Abdullah Ahmad 
Al-Sabah. The decision finally came following 
two days of sanctioned meetings as the commit-
tee closely examined the historical relevance of 
the palace. — KUNA 

ISESCO prompt Kuwait’s Naif Palace as an Islamic Heritage spot

The iftar cannon outside the Naif Palace in Ramadan.


