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KHARTOUM, Sudan: Sudanese protest-
ers held firm on barricades Tuesday, say-
ing they were deeply sceptical of promis-
es by coup leader Abdel Fattah al-Burhan 
a day earlier that the army would make 
way for civilian rule. Defying the security 
forces, crowds stayed on the streets of 
the capital Khartoum, maintaining their 
months-long protests against the military 
power grab. 

“We don’t have confidence in Burhan,” 
said protester Muhammad Othman, 
perched on a barricade of bricks built 
across a street. “We just want him to 
leave once and for all.” A day after 
Burhan’s announcement, many protesters 
were awaiting a response from the main 
civilian bloc, the Forces for Freedom and 
Change (FFC), which was ousted from 
power by the October coup. 

The bloc has so far refused to take 
part in talks with military leaders, 
launched under international auspices in 
an effort to restore the transition to civil-
ian rule. Burhan said late Monday the mil-
itary would no longer participate in the 
talks facilitated by the United Nations, 
African Union and the regional IGAD 
bloc, wanting instead “to make room for 
political and revolutionary forces and 
other national factions” to form a civilian 
government. 

The announcement came eight 
months after the October coup ousted 
civilians from a transitional administra-
tion, sparking widespread international 
condemnation and aid cuts to the north-
east African nation. 

Security forces-as they have done 
repeatedly to the long-running protests-

sought to break up the crowds by firing 
barrages of stun grenades and tear gas, 
according to pro-democracy medics. 

 
‘Core grievances remain’  

Kholood Khair, of the Khartoum think-
tank Insight Strategy Partners, said many 
protesters believed the military’s with-
drawal was “a ruse”. Sudan, one of the 
world’s poorest countries, has seen only 
rare interludes of civilian rule. 

The coup not only worsened a political 
crisis but has pushed Sudan deeper into a 
dire economic slump. International actors 
have been pushing for civilian and military 
leaders to negotiate a return to the demo-
cratic transition they had started after the 
2019 ouster of longtime autocrat Omar 
al-Bashir. 

Hours after his surprise announcement, 
Burhan on Tuesday flew to Kenya for an 
IGAD emergency summit of East African 
leaders, which with the United Nations 
and AU has been urging for talks between 
the army and civilians. 

Khair said he believed Burhan’s 
announcement was made to put “the 
pressure on the civilians” but warned that 
it might change little on the ground. 
“There’s no talk of accountability,” Khair 
said, noting that “core grievances remain.” 

Burhan’s televised address came as 
hundreds of anti-coup demonstrators 
continued protests. Pro-democracy 
medics said nine demonstrators lost their 
lives on Thursday, the deadliest violence 
so far this year, bringing to 114 the num-
ber killed in the crackdown against anti-
coup protesters. 

On Monday, speaking shortly after 

Burhan’s announcement, protester 
Oumeima Hussein vowed the army chief 
must be “judged for all those killed since 
the coup”, and vowed to “topple him like 
we did to Bashir”. 

Khair warned that protesters feared 
Burhan was putting “the Islamists back in 
government”, who were dominant under 
the three-decade rule of Bashir, with mili-

tary and allied armed groups to “retain 
economic privileges.” 

Sudan’s military dominates lucrative 
companies in sectors from agriculture to 
infrastructure. Burhan said that “the for-
mation of the executive government” will 
be followed by “the dissolution of the 
Sovereign Council”-the ruling authority 
formed under a fragile power-sharing 

agreement between the army and civilians 
in 2019. 

Also created will be a “Supreme 
Council of Armed Forces”, to be in charge 
of defence and security. It will combine 
the regular army and the paramilitary 
Rapid Support Forces, a much feared and 
powerful unit commanded by Burhan’s 
deputy, Mohamed Hamdan Daglo. —AFP

Sudan anti-coup protests hold  
firm, sceptical of army promises

Bloc refuses to take part in talks with military leaders

 

French troops in  
Sahel to play  
‘support’ role 

 
N’DJAMENA, Chad: French anti-jihadist 
forces in the Sahel will switch operating mode 
after they leave Mali, acting more “in sup-
port” of local forces rather than substituting 
for them, their commander says. After nearly a 
decade fighting jihadists in Mali, France is 
pulling its troops out of the country after 
falling out with its military junta. 

President Emmanuel Macron announced 
the withdrawal in February, saying Operation 
Barkhane would continue elsewhere in the 
Sahel but in a smaller and reconfigured form. 
In an interview with AFP and Radio France 
Internationale (RFI), Barkhane commander 
General Laurent Michon said the force now 
had less than 2,000 men left in Mali. 

The pullout was on track for completion 
“by the end of summer, as the president has 
requested,” he said. “Around 2,500 French 
troops” will remain in the Sahel when the 
operation is over, “but this depends above all 
on the wishes of the African states,” said 
Michon. 

“France and the Europeans are moving 
towards more cooperative operations,” he 
said. These operations will be “determined 
more strictly by requests from the African 
countries, and will take the form of ‘in support 
of’ and not ‘in replacement for’” the local mili-
tary, he said. 

Michon gave Mali as an example of the 
tactics of the past. “Sometimes we acted in 
the place” of the local armed forces in mount-
ing operations against the jihadists, he said. 
Illustrating the closer cooperation, Michon 
said that last year a French unit on the Mali-
Niger border was placed under the command 
of a Nigerien general in charge of the area. 

And in March, France set up a “partnership 
HQ” in the Niger capital Niamey, “with the 
goal of working with African officers embed-
ded” with Barkhane, he said. As for the pullout, 
France has already left its bases in Gossi and 
Menaka in central Mali and is currently disen-
gaging from a camp in Gao, the general said. 

“In all, 4,000 containers and just under a 
thousand vehicles are to leave Mali,” he said. 
The equipment and parting forces are head-
ing to neighbouring Niger for logistical rea-
sons, but will not stay there, he said. 

 
‘Not a failure’  

France intervened in Mali in 2013 to stem a 
jihadist-backed revolt in the north of the 
country. The following year it launched the 
broader Barkhane operation among five Sahel 
allies, all former French colonies-Burkina 
Faso, Chad, Mali, Mauritania and Niger. 

At its peak, the mission had 5,100 troops 
across the region, providing key support in 
air power, troop transport and reconnais-
sance. Fifty-eight French troops have died in 
Barkhane and its predecessor mission, Serval. 

“From my point, the disengagement (from 
Mali) is not a failure,” Michon said. With 
Barkhane’s help, the Malian army had been 
able to increase in numbers from 7,000 to 
40,000 men, “and we made the terrorist 
groups keep their heads down,” preventing 
army bases from being overrun, said 
Michon. —AFP 

KHARTOUM: People gather by a make-shift barrier made of bricks at a protest sit-in outside the “Royal Care Hospital” in the Barari area of Sudan’s capital 
Khartoum. —AFP

Ethiopia PM meets  
Sudan’s Burhan 

 
ADDIS ABABA, Ethiopia: Ethiopian Prime 
Minister Abiy Ahmed said he met Sudan’s coup 
leader Abdel Fattah al-Burhan in Nairobi on 
Tuesday and that both committed to “dialogue” to 
resolve any differences. Their talks follow a clash 
in a volatile border region last month in which 
Khartoum said that Ethiopian forces had captured 
and killed Sudanese troops-claims denied by 
Addis Ababa. 

“We have both agreed that our two countries 
have plenty of collaborative elements to work on 
peacefully,” Abiy said in a Twitter post, accompa-
nied by a picture of the two men. “Our common 
bonds surpass any divisions. We both made a 

commitment for dialogue & peaceful resolution to 
outstanding issues,” he said. 

Both leaders were in the Kenyan capital for a 
summit of the Intergovernmental Authority on 
Development (IGAD) regional body. Sudan’s rul-
ing sovereign council said only that there had 
been a “closed-door meeting” between Burhan 
and Abiy. 

IGAD and the African Union had both voiced 
alarm last week over the escalating tensions 
between Ethiopia and Sudan following the inci-
dent in the disputed Al-Fashaqa border area. 
Khartoum said the Ethiopian army had executed 
seven Sudanese soldiers and a civilian in a clash 
on June 22 in Al-Fashaqa, and announced it was 
recalling its ambassador. 

But Addis Ababa claimed that Sudanese 
forces had crossed into Ethiopian territory and 
that the casualties resulted from a skirmish with 
a local militia, denying its soldiers were in the 

area at the time. 
Al-Fashaqa is a fertile strip of land that has long 

been a source of friction between Addis Ababa 
and Khartoum. The region, which lies close to 
Ethiopia’s war-torn northern region of Tigray, has 
long been cultivated by Ethiopian farmers but is 
claimed by Sudan. 

The dispute has sparked sporadic clashes 
between the two sides, some fatal. The rift also 
feeds into wider tensions over land and water 
between the neighbours, particularly stoked by 
Ethiopia’s mega-dam on the Blue Nile. 

Sudan and Egypt, both downstream countries, 
have been opposed to the Great Ethiopian 
Renaissance Dam and pushed for an agreement 
on the filling of its reservoir and the dam’s opera-
tions. Tensions were heightened further after 
fighting erupted in Tigray in November 2020, 
sending tens of thousands of refugees fleeing into 
Sudan. —AFP

CANAZEI, Italy: Emergency servic-
es at the scene of a deadly avalanche 
in the Italian Dolomites recovered 
what body parts they could on 
Tuesday, with the dangers of ventur-
ing under the partially collapsed gla-
cier slowing the search. 

Rescue teams sent helicopters 
and drones up for a second day after 
Sunday’s disaster, which saw at least 
seven hikers killed when a section of 
the country’s largest Alpine glacier 
gave way, sending ice and rock 
hurtling down the mountain. 

Italy has blamed the collapse on 
climate change and fears more of the 
glacier could come crashing down 
have prevented access to much of 
the area where hikers, some roped 
together, are believed to be buried. 

Authorities have declared 14 
missing but stressed the exact num-
ber of climbers at the scene when 
the avalanche hit was unknown. 
“Operations on the ground will only 
be carried out to recover any 
remains discovered by the drones, to 
ensure rescuers’ safety,” the 
Trentino Alpine Rescue Service said 
Tuesday. 

Experts were surveying the area 

to determine how best to enable 
teams with sniffer dogs to get out 
onto the site safely on Wednesday 
or Thursday, the Service’s national 
chief Maurizio Dellantonio told AGI 
news agency. Relatives of people 
reported missing gathered at the 
town of Canazei, where recovered 
remains were placed in a make-shift 
morgue at a gymnasium. 

“The important finds, not just 
bones, are first photographed, then 
recovered and put onto a helicopter” 
and flown to Canazei to be “cata-
logued and placed in cold storage”, 
Dellantonio said. Such finds were 
“bones that have not been flayed, a 
piece of hand with a ring, tattoos, 
anything that can enable a person to 
be identified”, including shoes, back-
packs and ice-picks. 

The disaster struck one day after a 
record-high temperature of 10 
degrees Celsius (50 degrees 
Fahrenheit) was recorded at the sum-
mit of Marmolada, the highest moun-
tain in the Italian Dolomites. Prime 
Minister Mario Draghi said Monday 
the collapse was certainly “linked to 
the deterioration of the environment 
and the climate situation”. 

One of the bodies recovered 
belonged to a Czech who was trav-
elling with a friend now registered 
as missing, the Czech foreign min-
istry told AFP. Also missing, accord-
ing to Italian media reports, was 
Filippo Bari, 27, who had snapped a 
grinning selfie of himself on the 
mountain earlier Sunday and sent it 
to family and friends saying “look 

where I am!” 
Bari, who has a four-year old son, 

has not responded to repeated 
attempts to contact him, nor have 
the five friends he was believed to 
be hiking with, the Corriere della 
Sera said. The Trento public prose-
cutor’s office has opened an investi-
gation to determine the causes of 
the tragedy. —AFP

Vietnam arrests  
prominent activist  
over ‘propaganda’ 

 
HANOI: Vietnam arrested a prominent human 
rights activist on Tuesday, accusing him of dis-
tributing anti-state propaganda. Nguyen Lan 
Thang is well known in the communist country 
for his social activism as well as his online crit-
icism of the government, which has become 
increasingly intolerant of any dissent. 

The 46-year-old was arrested at his home 

in Hanoi “for making, hoarding, disseminating 
and spreading propaganda against the state of 
the Socialist Republic of Vietnam under article 
117 of the 2015 Penal Code”, the capital’s 
police said in an official statement. 

O f f i c e r s  d i d  n o t  p r ov i d e  a ny  o t h e r 
details, stating that the case was currently 
under investigation. Vietnam is notorious 
for  i ts  harsh treatment  of  those holding 
viewpoints diverging from the official pro-
government line. 

Thang has endured short spells in detention, 
as well as harassment from officers, in the past. 
“I’m a focal point for police,” Thang previously 
told the Committee for Protecting Journalists. 
Human Rights Watch on Tuesday called for his 

“immediate and unconditional release”. 
“Vietnam’s outrageous and unacceptable 

crackdown on freedom of expression has just 
snared another victim who will invariably face 
a kangaroo court trial and years in prison for 
speaking his mind,” said deputy Asia director 
Phil Robertson. 

He added: “Thang’s peaceful advocacy for 
democratic reforms and justice should be 
respected and listened to rather than face this 
kind of unjustified repression.” Social media 
reports claimed that authorities had also con-
fiscated digital devices, as well as human 
rights-related books, from Thang’s home dur-
ing the arrest. His family could not be reached 
for comment. —AFP

Rescuers gather body parts 
after Italy glacier collapse

CANAZEI, Italy: This aerial view taken near Canazei on July 5, 2022 from a rescue helicopter 
shows a destroyed refuge near the Punta Rocca glacier that collapsed on the mountain of 
Marmolada. —AFP


