
LONDON, United Kingdom: Boris Johnson on
Wednesday refused to quit as British prime minister,
despite a slew of resignations from his scandal-hit gov-
ernment, piling on pressure as he faced a grilling from
angry MPs. The 58-year-old leader promised to “deliv-
er” on his “mandate” but his grip on power appears to
be slipping following 10 short minutes on Tuesday
night, when Rishi Sunak resigned as finance minister
and Sajid Javid quit as health secretary.

Both said they could no longer tolerate the culture
of scandal that has stalked Johnson for months, includ-
ing lockdown lawbreaking in Downing Street that
enraged the public who followed the rules. At the
weekly session of Prime Minister’s Questions in parlia-
ment, MPs from all sides rounded on Johnson.

But brushing off calls to resign, he told MPs:
“Frankly, the job of a prime minister in difficult circum-
stances when you have been handed a colossal man-
date is to keep going and that’s what I’m going to do.”
Johnson has suffered an exodus of ministers in just 24
hours and later faced an hours-long grilling from the
chairs of the House of Commons’ most powerful com-
mittees, including some of his most virulent critics in
the Tory ranks.

Sunak and Javid’s departures came just minutes
after Johnson apologised for appointing a senior
Conservative, who quit his post last week after he was
accused of drunkenly groping two men. Former educa-
tion secretary Nadhim Zahawi was immediately handed
the finance brief. “You don’t go into this job to have an
easy life,” Zahawi told Sky News.

Challenge 
Days of shifting explanations had followed the res-

ignation of deputy chief whip Chris Pincher. Downing
Street at first denied Johnson knew of prior allegations
against Pincher when appointing him in February.

But by Tuesday, that defence had collapsed after a
former top civil servant said Johnson, as foreign minis-
ter, was told in 2019 about another incident involving
his ally. Minister for children and families Will Quince
quit early Wednesday, saying he was given the inaccu-
rate information before having to defend the govern-
ment in a round of media interviews on Monday.

That triggered a new wave of more than a dozen
resignations, and the withdrawal of support from previ-

ously loyal MPs. The Pincher affair was the “icing on
the cake” for Sunak and Javid, Tory MP Andrew
Bridgen, a strident Johnson critic, told Sky News.

“I and a lot of the party now are determined that he
will be gone by the summer recess (starting on July 22):
the sooner the better.” The resignations dominated the
British media, with even some of Johnson’s staunchest
newspaper backers doubting whether he could survive
the fall-out. Other senior cabinet ministers, including
Foreign Secretary Liz Truss and Defence Secretary Ben
Wallace, still back Johnson but many were wondering
how long that may last.

Johnson only narrowly survived a no-confidence
vote among Conservative MPs a month ago, which
ordinarily would mean he could not be challenged
again for another year. But the influential “1922
Committee” of non-ministerial Tory MPs is reportedly
seeking to change the rules.

‘Local difficulties’ 
Jacob Rees-Mogg, a doggedly loyal cabinet ally and

Johnson’s “minister for Brexit opportunities” dismissed
the resignations as “little local difficulties”. “Losing
chancellors is something that happens,” he said on Sky
News, pointing to past Tory leaders-although
Margaret Thatcher was ultimately felled by a cabinet
revolt by top allies. Sunak’s departure in particular, in
the middle of policy differences over a cost-of-living
crisis sweeping Britain, is dismal news for Johnson.
Johnson, who received a police fine for the so-called
“Partygate” affair, faces a parliamentary probe into
whether he lied to MPs about the revelations.

Pincher’s departure from the whips’ office-charged
with enforcing party discipline and standards-marked
yet another allegation of sexual misconduct by Tories in
recent months, recalling the “sleaze” that dogged John
Major’s government in the 1990s.

Conservative MP Neil Parish resigned in April after
he was caught watching pornography on his mobile
phone in the House of Commons. That prompted a by-
election in his previously safe seat, which the party
went on to lose in a historic victory for the opposition
Liberal Democrats. Labour, the main opposition party,
defeated the Conservatives in another by-election in
northern England on the same day, prompted by the
conviction of its Tory MP for sexual assault. — AFP

Barkindo dies at 63 
in ‘shock’ to OPEC
VIENNA: OPEC’s secretary general, Nigeria’s
Mohammad Barkindo, has died at the age of 63, leaving
the oil cartel in “shock” on Wednesday at a tumultuous
time for the markets. Barkindo had headed the
Organization of the Petroleum Exporting Countries since
2016 and was scheduled to be replaced by Kuwait’s
Haitham Al-Ghais next month.

Under his stewardship, the cartel forged ties with
Russia and nine other oil-producing countries to form a
wider group known as OPEC+ in a bid to better stabilise
oil markets. After OPEC+ slashed output during the
pandemic to boost prices, the 23-member group’s moves
have not calmed markets-with record high prices-in
recent months amid the war in Ukraine.

Barkindo died late Tuesday and will be buried on

Wednesday in his home
town of Yola, according to
the Nigerian National
Petroleum Corporation’s
chief executive Mele Kyari.
“Certainly a great loss to his
immediate family, the
NNPC, our country
Nigeria, the OPEC and the
global energy community,”
Kyari wrote, without pro-
viding any further details
about the circumstances of
Barkindo’s death. “This tragedy is a shock to the OPEC
Family,” Vienna-based OPEC tweeted. “We express our
sorrow and deep gratitude for the over 40 years of self-
less service that... Barkindo gave to OPEC. His dedica-
tion and leadership will inspire OPEC for many years to
come.” In a statement, OPEC described Barkindo as “a
trailblazer widely admired and respected throughout the
globe. A dear friend to many.”—AFP

After blockade, 
Qataris end long 
wait for hajj
DOHA: After years of a regional blockade and the pan-
demic, this hajj will be “completely different” for Masoud
al-Ali as he and other Qataris are finally able to rejoin
the hallowed Muslim pilgrimage. “This is not the first
time that I perform the hajj, however it is completely dif-
ferent,” he told AFP. “My feeling cannot be described...
returning to perform hajj rituals after five full years.”

Qataris have been unable to take part in the pilgrim-
age to Islam’s holiest city of Makkah since 2017, when
Saudi Arabia led a diplomatic, trade and transport shut-
out of their small, wealthy Gulf archipelago.

When the blockade was finally lifted in January last
year, the coronavirus pandemic ruled overseas visitors
out of the annual event, one of the five pillars of Islam.
“We were looking at the Holy Lands and regretting
those days. We had a deep longing to visit,” Ali said
ahead of this year’s hajj, which starts on Wednesday.

Qatar shares a land border with Saudi Arabia, but for
the people of the gas-rich emirate, Islam’s holiest sites
had remained tantalisingly out of reach. Saudi Arabia, the
United Arab Emirates, Bahrain and Egypt cut ties with
Doha over allegations it supported extremists and was
too close to arch-rival Iran-allegations Doha denied.
Qatar, host of this year’s World Cup, is again on friendly
terms with its neighbours after diplomatic rapproche-
ment replaced the rancour of recent times.

Now thousands of Qataris are among the 850,000
foreigners allowed to perform this year’s hajj. The num-
ber of pilgrims is capped at one million-still much lower
than the 2.5 million in 2019 — for COVID reasons.

Between Saturday afternoon and Monday morning,
the Qatari pilgrims left Doha on flights bound for Jeddah,
the Red Sea city which is the gateway to Makkah, the
official Qatar News Agency said. “It is a different and
exceptional hajj season” after the five-year hiatus, said
Hatem al-Mansoori, who is leading one of the nine
Qatari groups authorised to take worshippers.

“All the pilgrims are happy, relaxed and all is well.
Everyone was looking forward to this moment when
they would return to perform the hajj rituals.” Mohamed
Gohar, who is leading another Qatari group, said the ini-
tial quota of 1,080 people was raised to about 3,000
after it was five times oversubscribed.—AFP
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Rishi Sunak resigns as finance minister, Sajid Javid quits as health secretary

LONDON, United Kingdom: Britain’s Prime Minister Boris Johnson (R) leaves from 10 Downing Street in central
London. — AFP

UK PM Johnson vows to plough on 

MAKKAH: Handout picture released by the Qatar News
Agency (QNA) on July 5, 2022 shows Qatari pilgrims
arriving to the Saudi Holy City of Makkah, ahead of the
annual Muslim Hajj pilgrimage. — AFP

Mohammad Barkindo

Long-eared 
kid goat takes 
Pakistan by storm
KARACHI: A kid goat with extraordinarily long
ears has become something of a media star in
Pakistan, with its owner claiming a world record
that may or may not exist. Simba is now living a
pampered existence in Karachi, where he was
born last month with ears that were strikingly
long-and have grown further to reach 54 centime-
tres (21 inches).

Breeder Mohammad Hasan Narejo says he has
approached Guinness World Records to see if his
charge can be included as the Greatest Of All
Time, although a category for “longest-eared
goat” does not currently appear on the organisa-
tion’s website.

“Within 10 to 12 days of his birth he was
already appearing in all the national and interna-
tional media-and won a beauty contest,” a proud
Narejo says. “Within 30 days he became so
popular that even a famous personality might
take 25 to 30 years to achieve this level of fame.”
Simba’s ears are so long that Narejo has to fold
them over his back to stop the little bleater from
standing on them. He has also designed a har-
ness so that Simba can carry the lengthy lug-
holes around his neck.

Narejo is wary of the attention Simba has
attracted-including from rival breeders-and has
resorted to prayer and tradition to try to fend off
any ill will. “We recite Koranic verses and blow on
him to cast away the evil eye,” Narejo said.
“Following a long tradition we inherited from our
elders, we have fastened a black thread around
him that is fortified with Koranic verses.” Narejo
plans to raise Simba as a stud to promote the
image of Pakistan as a top goat breeding nation.
“Simba’s Pakistan name must roam the whole
world,” he said. — AFP

KARACHI: Breeder Mohammad Hasan Narejo
displays the ears of his kid goat Simba, in
Karachi. — AFP


