
COPENHAGEN, Denmark: Thous-
ands gathered in Copenhagen on 
Tuesday to pay tribute to the victims of 
a weekend mall shooting that left three 
people dead, including two teenagers. 
“Three lives were taken from us. A man 
and two young people. Several were 
injured, the attack has many victims,” 
Prime Minister Mette Frederiksen told 
the massive crowd outside the Fields 
shopping complex located between the 
city centre and the capital’s airport, 
where the attack occurred. 

“Cruel, unjust and senseless. 
Tonight, we all mourn,” Frederiksen 
added, as she called for unity in face 
of the tragedy. The late afternoon 
shooting on Sunday shook the city 
which had just hosted the opening 
stages of the Tour de France cycling 
competition and seen the return of the 
Roskilde music festival after cancella-
tions for COVID-19. 

“It’s not hard to imagine ‘what if it 
was my child?’, I’m the mother of two 

teenagers,” Sophie Andersen, mayor 
of Copenhagen said during an 
address which was followed by a 
moment of silence. “Children and 
young people should not die. They 
should be immortal,” Andersen added. 

Denmark’s Crown Prince Frederik 
was also in attendance at the service 
where speeches were interspersed 
with musical performances.  

The mood was sombre, with some 
crying among the many families and 
young people that had gathered. 
“I’m quite ambivalent. Of course it’s 
nice to see all these people who are 
here to support the people who have 
been hurt by this action, but I’m also 
a little scared,” Oliver Stoltz, who 
works in a sporting goods store at 
the mall, told AFP. 

The 24-year-old was at the mall-
located between the city centre and 
the capital’s airport-when the shoot-
ing started and heard the first shots 
ring out. “This used to be a place 

where I can go work, be happy and 
have a good time. Now I dread even 
coming out here to this part of town. 

The alleged perpetrator of the 
attack, a 22-year-old Danish man 
who authorities say was known to 

mental health services, was remand-
ed in custody in a “closed psychi-
atric ward” on Monday on murder 
charges. Police said Tuesday they 
had no new information to release 
about the investigation. — AFP 

PARIS: French Prime Minister Elisabeth Borne will 
on Wednesday lay out the government’s policy pri-
orities in her first speech in front of what promises 
to be a stormy parliament. 

The 61-year-old will make the customary “gener-
al political declaration” to kick off the legislative 
session, which is being scrutinised closely given 
Borne’s weak position at the head of a minority 
government. 

Centrist President Emmanuel Macron suffered a 
setback in parliamentary elections last month that 
saw his allies fall short of a majority by 39 seats. He 
and Borne have since failed to tempt opposition 
parties into a coalition. 

“The prime minister is working round the clock,” 
a cabinet minister told AFP this week. “She’s meet-
ing everyone, she’s calling everyone. She’s really 
committed to listening, so we’ll manage.” Without 
formal allies in the 577-seat national assembly, 
Borne has decided not to call a confidence vote on 
her policy speech-something almost all past prime 
ministers have done after their first appearances in 
the lower house. 

Holding a vote would be “too risky” for Borne, 
who would have been forced to step down if she 
lost, explained Bruno Cautres, a researcher at the 
Cevipof political studies unit at Sciences Po univer-

sity in Paris. “She made the right decision, but she 
didn’t really have a choice.” 

But the hard-left France Unbowed (LFI) party, 
one of the big gainers in June’s parliamentary polls, 
announced that it would immediately call for a no-
confidence motion, which could also topple Borne. 
“It probably won’t pass but it’s important to make 
ourselves heard,” top LFI MP Mathilde Panot told 
BFM television after criticising the premier for fail-
ing to call a vote on Wednesday. 

“Democracy is not something to be taken lightly 
in our country,” she added. The far-right National 
Rally, which has 89 MPs in the new parliament, a 10-
fold increase, said it would not support the motion. 

 
‘Outstretched hand’  

Borne’s immediate priorities are expected to be 
pushing through laws with wide support, such as 
one to help low-income families cope with the cost-
of-living crisis and another to release extra funding 
for the struggling health service. 

Interior Minister Gerald Darmanin was hopeful 
the government could count on support from the 
right-wing Republicans party for bills to tackle 
immigration and crime, saying the cabinet’s hand 
was “outstretched”. 

“If we put forward bills filled with common sense 
and with the spirit of compromise we have today, 
will this outstretched hand be taken by our adver-
saries?” he told BFM television on Tuesday. 
“Nobody would understand” if opposition parties 
systematically blocked the government, he said. 

Without a formal coalition, intense negotiations 
with opposition parties will be required each time 
the government wants to pass legislation. Borne, a 
low-key former civil servant, will also be constantly 
vulnerable to a no-confidence motion called by 
opponents, making French politics unpredictable 
and unstable for the foreseeable future. 

Only two months since he was re-elected to a 

historic second term, Macron finds his hands partly 
tied and has capacity to push through reforms 
diminished.  

 
Exhausted?  

The French media has speculated in recent days 
about his state of mind, with some reports suggest-
ing he is yet to mentally rebound from the parlia-
mentary setback. Le Point, a right-wing weekly, said 
he had lost his “energy, his nerve and his lucidity”, 
while the left-wing l’Obs reported he was suffering 
from “physical exhaustion”. 

Rumours that Macron is burned out have fre-

quently surfaced during his five years in office, 
fed by reports that he survives on a few hours’ 
sleep a night and often texts ministers in the early 
hours of  the morning. A cabinet reshuff le 
announced on Tuesday did little to inject new 
momentum into his government as he failed to 
attract any new heavy-hitters. 

It kept most senior figures in their jobs and 
brought in only junior new faces with little politi-
cal experience. “Emmanuel Macron is no longer 
attractive,” senior rightwing Republicans figure 
Bruno Retailleau told the CNews channel on 
Tuesday. — AFP
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SAINT-DENIS, France: French National Assembly President Yael Braun-Pivet (C) and Seine-Saint-Denis 
deputy Stephane Peu visit la Maison des Femmes (Women’s house) in Saint-Denis north of Paris. — AFP
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EAST LONDON, South Africa: South African President Cyril Ramaphosa (C) looks on 
during a symbolic mass memorial service in East London on July 6, 2022, after 21 
people, mostly teens, died in unclear circumstances at a township tavern last 
month, in an incident that shocked South Africa. — AFP

COPENHAGEN, Denmark: People attend a memorial service in front of the 
Field’s shopping center, two days after a shooting, in Copenhagen, Denmark, 
on July 5, 2022. — AFP

EAST LONDON, South Africa: South 
Africa bade an emotional farewell on 
Wednesday to 21 people, mostly teens, who 
died in unclear circumstances at a township 
tavern last month, in an incident that deeply 
shook the nation. 

President Cyril Ramaphosa joined more 
than a thousand people at a memorial service 
at a stadium in Scenery Park, a township in 
the coastal city of East London, where empty 
coffins were laid out to symbolise the loss. 
Eleven days after the bodies were discovered 
in the Enyobeni tavern, the cause of the 
deaths remains a riddle. 

The police are yet to wrap up their inves-
tigation, although officials have ruled out a 

stampede, and autopsy results are still to be 
made public. “Somebody, somewhere must 
answer” for the tragedy, Police Minister Bheki 
Cele declared at the memorial service 

Scores of mourners filled a large marquee 
where 19 coffins were laid out, and hundreds 
more people gathered outside to follow the 
ceremony. Some broke down in tears, while 
others chanted prayers as a police band 
played the national anthem. 

Undertakers said the caskets were emp-
ty. One family expected to bury their child 
after the service and the others would be 
buried later this week. Two of the victims 
had already been laid to rest, according to 
local media. 

The youngsters died in what survivors 
have described as a battle to escape the jam-
packed venue, with one reporting a suffocat-
ing smell. The grim discovery of their bodies 
was made on June 26. The youngest was just 
14 years and the oldest 20, according to 
birthdates listed on the memorial official pro-
gramme distributed on Wednesday. Cele had 

previously said the youngest was 13 and the 
oldest 17. The fatalities bore no visible signs 
of injury and officials have ruled out a stam-
pede as the cause of death.  

“As a nation we are hurt by what hap-
pened,” Oscar Mabuyane, the head of the 
Eastern Cape province where East London is 
located, said in an address. “(The) young 
people we are here to bury were the hope of 
their families and by extension the hope of 
our nation.” 

Drinking in South Africa is permitted for 
over-18s. But in township taverns, which are 
often located close to family homes, safety 
regulations and drinking-age laws are not 
always enforced. The tragedy has sparked 
calls for change. 

“Alcohol... should never be a form of enter-
tainment for our kids,” Lucky Ntimane, nation-
al convenor of the National Liquor Traders 
Association told the memorial service. Nolitha 
Tsangani, a Scenery Park resident who lives 
near the Enyobeni tavern, said blame for the 
tragedy should be shared. —AFP 

HIGHLAND PARK: A 21-year-old man who 
allegedly opened fire on a July 4 parade in a 
Chicago suburb while disguised in women’s cloth-
ing was charged with seven counts of first-degree 
murder on Tuesday, prosecutors said. 

Robert Crimo, 21, was arrested Monday, hours 
after the attack on an Independence Day crowd. 
“There will be more charges,” Lake County State’s 
Attorney Eric Rinehart told reporters. “We antici-
pate dozens of more charges centered around each 
of the victims.” 

Police spokesman Christopher Covelli said the 
death toll rose to seven on Tuesday after one of 
the victims died in hospital. More than 35 people 
were wounded. Among the dead were Kevin 
McCarthy, 37, and his wife, Irina, 35 — the par-
ents of a two-year-old boy who was found wan-
dering alone after the shooting, according to CBS 
News. Covelli said no motive had been estab-
lished for the attack, which sent panicked parade-
goers fleeing for their lives. 

“We do believe Crimo pre-planned this attack 
for several weeks,” and that he acted alone, he said. 
“We have no information to suggest at this point it 
was racially motivated, motivated by religion or 
any other protected status,” he added. 

He said Crimo has a history of mental health 
issues and threatening behavior. Police had been 
called to Crimo’s home twice in 2019: Once to 
investigate a suicide attempt and the second time 
because a relative said he had threatened to “kill 
everyone” in the family, he said. 

Police removed 16 knives, a dagger and a sword 
from the home but did not make any arrests, he 
said. Covelli said Crimo used a fire escape to 
access the roof of a building overlooking the 
parade route and fired more than 70 rounds from a 
rifle “similar to an AR-15” — one of several guns 
he had purchased legally. 

“Crimo was dressed in women’s clothing and 
investigators believe he did this to conceal his 
facial tattoos and his identity and help him during 
the escape with the other people who were fleeing 
the chaos,” he said. — AFP 
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ABUJA: Suspected jihadists using 
guns and explosives smashed their 
way into a prison near the Nigerian 
capital, freeing hundreds of inmates in 
an operation to release jailed com-
rades, the government said on 
Wednesday. 

The brazen attack on the out-
skirts of Abuja came hours after an 
ambush on a presidential security 
convoy in the northwest, in a fresh 
illustration of Nigeria’s security cri-
sis. Residents reported loud explo-
sions and gunfire late Tuesday near 

the Kuje medium-security prison 
just outside the capital. 

Securi ty forces cordoned off 
s treets  in  the area ear ly 
Wednesday. Outside the jail , the 
burned-out wreckage of a bus and 
cars marked the scene of the attack, 
and yel low pol ice  tape was 
stretched across a destroyed part 
of the prison perimeter. 

“We understand they are Boko 
Haram, they came specifically for their 
co-conspirators,” senior interior min-
istry official Shuaibu Belgore told 

reporters on a visit to the prison. 
“Right now we have retrieved about 
300 out of about 600 who got out of 
the jail cells.” 

One security official was killed 
when the gunmen breached the jail 
using high-grade explosives. “We 
heard shooting on my street. We 
thought it was armed robbers,” a local 
resident said. “The first explosion 
came after the shooting. Then a sec-
ond one sounded and then a third.” 

Belgore said some jihadists were 
housed in the general prison popula-
tion and hundreds of criminal 
inmates escaped when the gunmen 
broke in. Some prisoners surren-
dered while others were recaptured 
with mil i tary roadblocks set up 
around the penitentiary. 

Security forces sent back around 
19 recaptured inmates in a black van 
on Wednesday morning, an AFP cor-
respondent at the site said. Former 
top police commander Abba Kyari, 
who was being held in Kuje awaiting 
trial in a high-profile drug smug-
gling case, was still in custody, cor-
rections service spokesman 
Abubakar Umar said. 

Nigeria’s security forces are bat-
tling Boko Haram and Islamic State 
West Africa Province (ISWAP) 
jihadists in the country’s northeast, 
where a 13-year conflict has killed 
40,000 people and displaced 2.2 mil-
lion more. Nigerian officials some-
times use Boko Haram as a general 
phrase to refer to jihadists or other 
armed groups. — AFP 
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