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India’s ‘bulldozer justice’ 
flattens Muslim dissent

Battle against illegal construction and a firm response to criminal activity

Malaysian to 
be hanged in 
Singapore 
SINGAPORE: A Singapore court  on
Wednesday dismissed a last-ditch appeal
by a convicted Malaysian drug trafficker,
clearing the way for him to be hanged
within hours. Kalwant Singh, 32, is due to
be put to death early Thursday, two
months after the execution of a mentally
disabled man in Singapore sparked inter-
national outrage.

Kalwant, who was convicted in 2016 of
trafficking heroin into the city-state, had
lodged a last-gasp attempt with the Court
of  Appeal  to delay his  sentence. His
lawyer, Too Xing Ji, sought a review of the
case, arguing on Wednesday that his client
had provided information that helped
authorities arrest a key suspected drug
trafficker.

While the death penalty is mandatory in
Singapore for trafficking certain volumes
of drugs, a judge can commute the sen-
tence to life in prison if the offender acted
only as a courier and cooperated with
authorities.

One of the co-accused in Kalwant’s
case had his sentence commuted after he
cooperated substantively with investiga-
tors. But a three-judge panel dismissed
Kalwant’s appeal, citing an affidavit from
Singapore’s Central Narcotics Bureau
stating its officers did not use any infor-
mation he provided to arrest a suspect.

“We dismiss the application for the
stay,” Chief Justice Sundaresh Menon
said during a hearing. In April, the execu-
tion in Singapore of a mentally disabled
Malaysian drug trafficker, Nagaenthran
K. Dharmalingam, triggered widespread
anger.

Critics including the United Nations and
European Union said that hanging some-
one with an intellectual disability breached
international law. But in a recent BBC
interview, Home Affairs and Law Minister
K. Shanmugam disputed that Nagaenthran
was mentally disabled despite him having
an IQ of 69, a level medical experts said
represents an intellectual disability.

He said the courts “found that he had
the working of a criminal mind, and he
made a deliberate, purposeful, calibrated,
calculated decision to make money, to
bring the drugs in”. Shanmugam said
Singapore maintained the death penalty
because “there’s clear evidence that it is
a serious deterrent for would-be drug
traffickers”.

But Kirsten Han, a prominent
Singaporean rights activist, said research
had shown it was not an effective deter-
rent and called the executions “horrify-
ing”. Campaigners fear that Singapore is
gearing up for more executions in the
coming months.

This year so far, eight death row con-
victs have been informed they are to be
executed, with two already hanged, Han
said. Another drug trafficker, Singaporean
Norasharee Gous, 48, is also due to be
hanged Thursday, she added.  —AFP

ALLAHABAD, India: After two nights in police custody,
Indian teenager Somaiya Fatima was released in time to
watch live footage of an excavator claw smashing into
the walls of her childhood home.

The residence is among scores of dwellings and busi-
nesses flattened by wrecking crews this year, in a cam-
paign authorities have promoted by turns as a battle
against illegal construction and a firm response to crimi-
nal activity.

But rights groups have condemned “bulldozer jus-
tice” as an unlawful exercise in collective punishment by
India’s Hindu nationalist government, and many of the
campaign’s victims have one
thing in common. “We are
Muslims and that’s why we
are being targeted,” Fatima
told AFP.

The 19-year-old was
arrested along with her fami-
ly after her father was
accused of masterminding a
large public protest in the
northern city of Allahabad
last month.

It was one of several ral-
lies across India last month
condemning a ruling party spokeswoman whose
provocative comments about the Prophet Muhammad
(PBUH) during a televised debate sparked anger across
the Muslim world.

The day Fatima was released, she was sitting in a rel-
ative’s living room when she came across footage of her
home’s destruction on her phone.

She said the demolition was a lesson for Muslims
tempted to “speak up” against the government. “They’ve
instil led fear in an entire community,” she said.
“Everyone now looks at their home and thinks that if it
happened to us, it can happen to them also.”

‘No empathy’ 
Fatima’s home state of Uttar Pradesh is governed by

Yogi Adityanath, a saffron-robed Hindu monk seen as a
potential successor to Prime Minister Narendra Modi. In
office he has championed the bulldozer as a symbol of his
commitment to law and order and as a potential tool to use
against “trouble-makers”.

Adityanath’s acolytes celebrated his successful cam-
paign for re-election as chief minister earlier this year by
riding on top of excavators, while bulldozer tattoos
became a minor craze among supporters of the ruling
Bharatiya Janata Party.

Since then “bulldozer poli-
tics” have spread elsewhere in
the country and demolition
campaigns have begun quick-
ly following on the heels of
outbreaks of religious unrest.

After a violent confronta-
tion in April between Hindus
trailing a religious procession
and Muslims holding
Ramadan prayers, authorities
in Delhi knocked down nearly
two dozen Muslim shopfronts
and the facade of a mosque,

defying a court order to stop.
Officials say the spate of demolitions are lawful as they

only target buildings constructed without legal approval.
But victims of the campaign deny that their dwellings are
illegal, and say they are not given the legally required
notice period to dispute demolition orders.

Fatima’s house was demolished “in the presence of
hundreds of police and hundreds of cameras, with no
empathy,” KK Rai, a lawyer for Fatima’s father, told AFP.

“There is no comparison for this ruthlessness.” Critics
of the government say the campaign is the latest manifes-
tation of the BJP’s discriminatory policies towards India’s

200 million-strong Muslim minority community.
“They have an ideological commitment that in India

they have to make Muslims a second-class citizen, socially
humiliate them and destroy their property,” Rai said.

Amnesty International said last month that the demoli-
tions were part of a selective and “vicious” crackdown on
Indian Muslims who dared to speak up against the dis-
crimination they faced.

‘Sleepless nights’ 
Many Muslims living in Uttar Pradesh now fear their

own homes are being earmarked for destruction after their
family members participated in last month’s protests.

“Now we have sleepless nights and restless days,” said
Mohd Javed, a resident of Saharanpur, who received an
order to vacate his house soon after his brother was
arrested for joining a demonstration in that city.

One week after Fatima’s arrest, a bulldozer remained
parked outside the police station near where her home
once stood.

The pile of bricks and concrete in its stead has height-
ened her own sense of belonging to a pariah community.
She recalled watching her home being torn down on a
news channel’s YouTube livestream, as her phone screen
filled up with a flood of comments from the public praising
the demolition. —AFP

‘They’ve 
instilled 

fear in entire 
community’ ALLAHABAD: File photo shows, a bulldozer demolishes the house of Javed Mohammad, a local leader who was allegedly

involved in the recent violent protests against Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) former spokeswoman Nupur Sharma’s
incendiary remarks about Prophet Muhammad (PBUH), in Allahabad. —AFP

Monsoon 
rains kill 77 
in Pakistan
ISLAMABAD, Pakistan: At least 77 people have
died in monsoon rains lashing Pakistan, the coun-
try’s climate change minister said Wednesday,
warning more heavier-than-usual downpours lay
ahead. “For me, it’s a national tragedy,” Sherry
Rehman told a news conference in the capital,
adding the toll was taken from June 14, when the
monsoon started.

“When people die like that, it’s not a small thing...
It is just the beginning. We have to prepare for it.”
Most of the deaths were in the southwestern
province of Balochistan, where 39 people drowned

or were electrocuted by downed power lines.
The monsoon, which usually lasts from June to

September, is essential for irrigating crops and
replenishing lakes and dams across the Indian sub-
continent, but each year also brings a wave of
destruction.

Poorly built homes across Pakistan-particularly
in rural areas-are prone to collapse in floods, which
also destroy huge tracts of prime farmland. The
worst floods of recent times were in 2010 — cover-
ing almost a fifth of the country’s landmass-killing
nearly 2,000 people and displacing 20 million.

Pakistan is the eighth most vulnerable country to
extreme weather caused by climate change, accord-
ing to the Global Climate Risk Index compiled by
environmental NGO Germanwatch.

“One day you have drought and next morning
you are expecting flash flood... so you can see
how serious the situation is in Pakistan”, Rehman
said.  —AFP

QUETTA, Pakistan: Children carrying household items
wade through a flooded area after a monsoon rainfall in
Quetta.  —AFP

Iran still seeking 
diplomats missing in 
Lebanon since 1982
TEHRAN: Tehran said Wednesday it is “still look-
ing” for four Iranian nationals with diplomatic status
who disappeared during Zionist entity 1982 invasion
of Lebanon. “We are continuing serious efforts to
determine the fate of the four abducted diplomats,”
Iran’s foreign ministry said in a statement issued on

the 40th anniversary of their disappearance.
The ministry criticised “the lack of cooperation

on the part of the international community and
human rights organisations to determine the fate of
the abductees”. Three diplomats and a photogra-
pher from the official Iranian news agency IRNA
were arrested in northern Lebanon on July 4, 1982,
at a checkpoint of the Lebanese Forces, a Christian
militia, and have not been seen since.

They were Ahmad Motevasselian, the military
attache of the Iranian embassy in Beirut, Mohsen
Moussavi, charge d’affaires, Taghi Rastegar-
Moghadam, an employee of the embassy, and pho-
tojournalist Kazem Akhavan.

Motevasselian was also a commander of the
Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps, the country’s
ideological army, which established itself in Lebanon
in 1982 and was crucial to the formation of the mili-
tant group Hezbollah. Iran blames Zionist entity for
the disappearance, describing those responsible as
“agents of the Zionist regime”. In 1982, the Lebanese
Forces were armed by Zionist entity.

The Iranian ministry “renewed its calls to the
United Nations and relevant human rights agencies
to pursue the cases of the four Iranian diplomats
and punish the perpetrators of this crime”. Iran also
called for the formation of a commission of inquiry
between the two countries.  —AFP


