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LONDON: World number 15 Billy Horschel has
urged the “hypocrites and liars” on the Saudi-
backed LIV Golf series to stay away from the
established tours. With controversy continuing to
swirl  around LIV Golf, Horschel launched a
strong defense of the PGA Tour and DP World
Tour ahead of this week’s Scottish Open.

The tournament, sanctioned by both tours, will
feature a number of LIV players after their sus-
pensions for appearing in the inaugural event of
the breakaway series was temporarily dropped
on appeal. Following a hearing before Sport
Resolutions (UK) on Monday, the bans imposed
on Ian Poulter, Adrian Otaegui and Justin Harding
were lifted and they were added to the field at
Renaissance Club, with more set to follow.

But Horschel made his feelings on the contro-
versial LIV events abundantly clear as the 35-
year-old American showed no sympathy for the
players’ punishment. “I believe they made their
bed. They decided to go play on that tour and
they should go play there. They shouldn’t be
coming back over to the DP World Tour or the
PGA Tour,” he told reporters on Tuesday. “To
say that they wanted to also support this tour,
whether DP or PGA Tour going forward, while
playing LIV tour, is completely asinine. They say
that’s what they want to do. So just leave us
alone.

“They keep talking about how the PGA Tour
doesn’t listen. I’ve been really frustrated by it
because there’s a lot of guys that are hypocrites,

that aren’t telling the truth and that are lying about
some things. “I just can’t stand to sit here anymore
and be diplomatic about it. “I am one of the 200

plus members of the PGA Tour, so when you take
shots at the PGA Tour you’re not just taking shots
at them. You’re taking shots at us.” —AFP
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Galtier the man
for PSG’s change 
of approach
PARIS: Christophe Galtier’s appointment as
Paris Saint-Germain coach confirms a change in
approach from the Qatar-owned club as they
continue their search for elusive Champions
League glory, but there will be huge pressure
on Mauricio Pochettino’s successor. Galtier, 55,
becomes PSG’s seventh different manager since
the Qatari takeover of 2011 as he arrives on a
two-year deal.

The new man in the dugout has developed a
reputation as an outstanding coach over the last
decade in France, enjoying eight years at Saint-
Etienne and four years at Lille crowned with the
Ligue 1 title in 2021. However, he lacks the inter-
national profile of Pochettino and other prede-
cessors like Thomas Tuchel and Carlo Ancelotti,
or indeed Zinedine Zidane, who had also been
linked with the job.

Despite that, Galtier appeared unfazed about
the prospect of managing PSG’s squad of
superstars as he spoke on Tuesday. “It is a priv-
ilege to have a dressing room full of world-class
players,” said Galtier, who took Nice to fifth in
Ligue 1 and the French Cup final last season.
Galtier said there would “not be a revolution”,
but his appointment comes after PSG president
Nasser al-Khelaifi outlined the new approach in
a recent interview with newspaper Le Parisien.

“We don’t want to be flashy anymore. No
more bling-bling. No more of the shiny stuff,”
he said, after last year’s recruitment of Lionel
Messi and other star names including Sergio
Ramos and Gianluigi Donnarumma did not have
the desired impact. Galtier, who played briefly
in China, based his success at Lille on a 4-4-2
system that depended first and foremost on a
solid defence, even if his side still played excit-
ing football going forward.

A similar approach at Nice produced often
turgid football, and he knows the expectations
will be very different with Kylian Mbappe,
Messi and Neymar at PSG. “I will adapt to the
players we have here,” he insisted. “First things
first we need to win, but with the squad we
have and the international reputation of the club
we also need to play good football.” Galtier’s
arrival follows that of Luis Campos, appointed
last month to replace sacked sporting director
Leonardo.

Ready to work with Neymar 
Campos, from Portugal, built the Monaco

team that won the league in 2017 and the Lille
side that Galtier led to the tit le last year.
Campos already knew Mbappe from their time
at Monaco and the latter’s decision to snub Real
Madrid and sign a new three-year contract is
still easily the most important deal that PSG will
do this summer.

Galtier has little Champions League experi-
ence but he will be expected to build a team
around Mbappe that can win that competition
after some near misses and embarrassing fail-
ures over the last 11 years. “He is one of the best
players in the world right now. We need all the
brilliant individuals to pull together. If that hap-
pens then PSG will be a great team and will
have a great season,” said Galtier. PSG have
already made one summer signing in the shape
of Portuguese midfielder Vitinha from Porto,
while Angel di Maria has left.

Then there is Messi  and Neymar, who
reported for pre-season training on Tuesday.
The Brazilian-who embodies the era of “bling-
bling” more than anyone else-has been linked
with a move away, but Galtier indicated he
would like the former Barcelona man to stay.
“What coach wouldn’t want him in their team? I
have a clear idea of what I want from him. I
hope he stays because it is better to have him
with us than against us.”

However, Neymar’s presence is a reminder of
what happened the last time PSG announced a
similar shift in approach. In 2016 the departure
of Zlatan Ibrahimovic was followed by a series
of modest signings and the appointment of Unai
Emery as coach to replace Laurent Blanc. But in
the season that followed PSG were humbled in
the Champions League by Barcelona and
responded to that by buying Neymar and
Mbappe for the two biggest transfer fees in the
history of the game. —AFP

KUWAIT: Kuwait Disabled Fencing team left for
Poland to participate in the World Fencing
Championship to be held from July 6th until July 11th.
50 fencers from several countries including Kuwait,
Iraq, Thailand, Hong Kong, France, Italy, Russia,

Georgia, USA, and host country Poland will partici-
pate in the event.  

The team is headed by Ahmad Al-Mutawaa with
five players; Abdallah  Al-Haddad, Abdallah  Al-
Khaldi, Sulaiman Al-Tamimi, Fahad Bastaki and

Kholood Al-Mutairi.  Meanwhile, Al- Irada Disabled
Sports Club and the Chairman Duaij Al-Hajiri signed
a contract with coach Khalid Abdelnabi to supervise
the Fencing teams. Abdelnabi had previously
coached Arabi Club and the national Fencing team.

Billy Horschel of the United States

Kuwait Disabled Fencing team in Poland

Wout Van Aert in
soaring Tour de
France triumph
CALAIS: Belgian Wout van Aert pro-
duced a solo break for the ages to win
stage four of the Tour de France and
extend his overall lead in swashbuck-
ling style on Tuesday. After coming
second on each of the first three stages
in Denmark, the Jumbo-Visma man
finally tasted victory when he crossed
the finish line in Calais eight seconds
ahead of the fast-closing peloton.

Van Aert’s feat was a rare act of
bril l iance that will  l ive long in the

memory, and makes up for the disap-
pointment of his three narrow misses.
“It seems almost impossible, the jersey
gave me wings,” said Van Aert. “But
we planned it, both for the GC and the
green jersey, there were 50 points
today,” said the overall leader who
also tops the sprint standings. “They
say third time lucky, but for me it was
the fourth.”

There was nothing lucky about it.
Af ter  160km dominated by two
escapees, Van Aert’s Jumbo team and
Adam Yates’ Ineos launched a blis-
tering attack on a short, steep climb
around 10km from home. Dressed in
his luminous yellow outfit as race
leader, Van Aert crossed the summit
f i rs t  and a lone af ter  a  re lent less

scrap up the incline. He then powered
over the final 8km at speeds up to
55km/h, waving his arms in mock
flight at the finish. “This is an excep-
tional, a really special moment,” said
Van Aert. 

Philipsen red-faced 
Behind him, Alpecin rider Jasper

Philipsen won a bunch sprint for sec-
ond and briefly celebrated believing
he had won the stage. “It’s a shame for
Philipsen, we shouldn’t laugh at him,”
said Van Aert. Philipsen soon found
out the painful truth. “I thought I’d won
for about five seconds. It’ll look funny
watching replays in years to come,” he
said. “We were quite a way behind on
the hill and I didn’t see them get away,”

he explained. “I celebrated and now I
feel ashamed.” Van Aert leads stage
one winner Yves Lampaert by 25sec in
the overall standings, while defending
champion Tadej Pogacar is third at
32sec.

He also retained the best young rid-
er’s white jersey. “If I could take the yel-
low tomorrow I wouldn’t say no,” said
the 23-year-old Slovenian who races for
Team UAE Emirates. Jumbo pair Jonas
Vingegaard and Primoz Roglic are sixth
and seventh at 38sec and 40sec respec-
tively. “I’m looking forwards to helping
Primoz and Jonas tomorrow on the cob-
bles,” Van Aert said of stage five. Ineos
trio Yates, Tom Pidcock and Geraint
Thomas lurk just a few seconds behind
the Jumbo men. —AFP

Rivals must gang up 
on Pogacar: Hinault
CALAIS: Five-time Tour de France winner Bernard
Hinault believes defending champion Tadej Pogacar will
be difficult, but not impossible to beat. Hinault won the
Tour in 1978, 1979, 1981, 1982 and 1985, and told AFP in
an interview in Dunkirk on Tuesday that Pogacar is a very

strong favorite indeed. Twenty kilometers of cobbles on
Wednesday is the Tour’s first real challenge, and the last
Frenchman to win the Tour de France insists Pogacar will
have no problems there despite his slender frame.

“It could be the start of the real Tour de France,
quite simply because you can have falls, punctures, all
kinds of race incidents meaning the Tour could be lost
or won here,” said the 67-year-old. “So normally you’d
have to be really vigilant even if it looks like there won’t
be any wind or rain,” he said of stage five between Lille
and Arenberg.

This stage features 11 sections of cobbles along the
old mining roads used in the one-day classic Paris-
Roubaix race known as “The Hell of the North”.
“Pogacar has already shown he can deal perfectly well
on cobbles after his performance on the Tour of
Flanders, where he came fourth,” Hinault explained of
the nail-biting Belgian cobbled classic in April that
Pogacar almost won. “He’s a guy who rolls well on the
cobbles and is capable of pulling something off,” he
said of the Slovenian all-rounder who won the Tour in
2020 and 2021. —AFP


