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News in brief

Deputy FM meets
French official

KUWAIT: Kuwait’s Deputy Foreign Minister
Majdi Al-Dhafiri met France’s Minister Delegate
for Foreign Trade and Economic Attractiveness
Olivier Becht during strategic dialogue talks in
Paris on Wednesday. The talks discussed bilater-
al “friendly relations” alongside developments on
the regional and international fronts, and their
repercussions. Both officials saw eye-to-eye on
these matters, and agreed on “joint action,”
according to the foreign ministry. 

Kuwait pardons
soldiers on Eid

KUWAIT: The Kuwaiti
Army’s Chief of Staff
Lieutenant General
Khaled Al-Sabah on
Thursday granted
amnesty to soldiers
penalized for discipli-
nary offenses, as a ges-
ture of goodwill to mark
the Eid Al-Adha holiday.
The decision was made
as per instructions given
by Deputy Prime
Minister and Minister of
Defense Sheikh Talal Al-
Sabah to allow the soldiers the chance to cele-
brate the joyous occasion with their families,
read a statement by the Ministry of Defense. The
Minister of Defense went on to extend Eid
greetings to the people of Kuwait, wishing the
country security and stability.

Kuwait oil price
sheds $9.25 

KUWAIT: The price of Kuwaiti crude oil on
Wednesday plunged by $9.25 to $107.91 pb,
compared with $117.16 a day earlier, Kuwait
Petroleum Corporation (KPC) said on Thursday.
At the global oil market, the price of the Brent
crude plummeted by $2.08 to $100.69 per bar-
rel, the same with the West Texas Intermediate,
which fell by 97 cents to $98.53 pb. 

Kuwait condemns
attack in Mali

KUWAIT: The State of
Kuwait strongly
denounces the deadly
attack that targeted a
logistic convoy of the
United Nations
M u l t i d i m e n s i o n a l
Integrated Stabilization
Mission in Mali
(MINUSMA), the
Kuwaiti Ministry of Foreign Affairs said in a
press release on Wednesday. The abhorrent act
of terrorism led to the martyrdom and injury of
several Egyptian peacekeepers, according to the
statement. The Ministry expressed Kuwait’s full
solidarity with sisterly Egypt, appreciating the
contributions of the Egyptian Armed Forces to
the UN peacekeeping missions and their role in
protecting the world security and peace. It
extended condolences to the Egyptian govern-
ment and people as well as the families of the
victims, wishing the sounded a quick recovery.

‘The last Morning’ painting. ‘Glory Days’ painting.

Mariam Al-Salem poses in front of one of her works. ‘Save Me’ painting.

KUWAIT: Kuwaiti artist Mariam Al-Salem paints in her gallery.

By Majd Othman

KUWAIT: Eighteen years of honing her skills in the
field of graphic design and illustration has given
Mariam Al-Salem, a Kuwaiti artist, the opportunity
to display her creativity in the world of fine art and
reach special moments in her artistic life. The
painting “The Last Morning” highlighted Mariam’s
name in the world of f ine art after the piece
reached a price of KD 2,800 in an auction. The
theme of the drawing was her last meeting with the
late Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-
Sabah. Kuwait Times spoke to Mariam to discuss
her journey in fine art.

“Before I became an artist in 2013, I spent almost
18 years honing my skills in the field of graphic
design, illustrations and graphical work for various
publications, political and commercial campaigns,
applications, products and much more,” she said.

On what inspires her, Mariam said: “I believe
growing up in Ahmadi with its cultural diversity
affected my views of life, which is reflected in
some of my paintings, where you can find original-
ity and heritage some times, and modernity and
development at other times. That’s why I consider
my paintings an act of understanding, as a search
for fulfillment and finding balance in emotions, life
and anxieties, as well as pleasures. As the artist
Joseph Beuys said, ‘Every human being is an
artist’. This is reflected in my paintings, which have
many messages that represent my experiences,
attitudes and feelings.”

“I am passionate about mixing styles and experi-
menting. My work reflects the passion I have for our
culture, people’s behaviors, politics and life in its
various manifestations. Experimentation is part of
my painting process that motivates me to create
new things and develop a new style and new ways
to express myself through my paintings,” Mariam
said. “I try to evoke the feelings and emotions of
every human being in this mundane life. This is what
helps my paintings to be simplistic and connected
with topics that we encounter daily.”

Digital art
Mariam pointed out that she keeps experimenting

with different forms and applications of art on can-
vas and paper, illustrations and digital art such as

creating NFTs that have become part of her art rou-
tine, saying dealing with different forms of art is an
art itself. “Since the outbreak of COVID-19, many
people have been creating art as a way of express-
ing themselves and staying socially connected while
maintaining a physical distance. So, my cousin, the
artist Mariam Al-Qattan, and I decided to create
ROA (Roof of Art), a free art platform that allows
anyone to participate, show or sell their artworks
and express their opinions and feelings,” she said.

“During the pandemic, it was easy for people to
browse the art gallery online due to the restrictive
conditions at that time. We are looking forward to
growing and expanding this platform in the coming
years to cover every aspect of creating art in Kuwait
and the region, including galleries, workshops,
NFTs, auctions and more.”

Mariam said that she likes to learn from every-

one, and sharing a work of art at the right time can
give her a clear picture of people’s reactions. “To
me, people are emotional and predictable, and this
life is on repeat. We live in circles where events
occur in a very similar pattern for all of us - similar
joys and sorrows, same stories, hopes, loves and
betrayals. I use my art sometimes as a social exper-
iment, where I can see people’s feedback after
sharing my work publicly on social media platforms
or ROA’s website and observe how each piece
reflects on each person differently,” she added.

Lt Gen Khaled Al-Sabah

Kuwaiti artist expresses passion
for culture, life through paintings

Mariam Al-Salem says growing up in multicultural Ahmadi gives her inspiration

‘Moving On’ painting.

‘Reach’ painting.


