
LONDON: Britain’s Boris Johnson will reportedly 
announce his resignation as Conservative leader, 
paving the way for an internal party contest to 
replace him and become prime minister. 

While several possible successors have been 
suggested, there is no clear favourite. 

 
Rishi Sunak  

The UK’s first Hindu chancellor of the exchequer, 
who quit on Tuesday, was until recently the book-
makers’ favourite. But his prospects were dented by 

questions over his private wealth and family’s tax 
arrangements. His resignation has seen him return 
as one of the bookies’ frontrunners for the top job. 
Sunak, 42, has a high profile on social media, and 
won plaudits for shoring up the economy during the 
pandemic. But his refusal initially to authorise more 
support over a surging cost-of-living crisis has hurt 
his popularity. 

 
Jeremy Hunt  

Former foreign and health secretary Jeremy Hunt, 
55, lost to Johnson in the 2019 leadership contest, 
when he branded himself as the “serious” alternative. 
Hunt sent a thinly veiled campaign message for a 
new leadership bid last month, arguing that under 
Johnson “we are no longer trusted by the electorate” 
and “we are set to lose the next general election”. 
But the fluent Japanese speaker lacks Johnson’s 
charisma. His pre-pandemic record as health secre-
tary was recently savaged by a Johnson ally. 

 
Liz Truss  

Foreign Secretary Liz Truss, 46, is popular 
among Conservative party members, liked for her 

outspokenness and willingness to go on the political 
attack. But that has also stoked questions about her 
judgement, for instance when in February she 
encouraged Britons to fight in Ukraine. Critics say 
her leadership posturing is too overt. When she 
headed the Department for International Trade, 
some MPs dubbed it the “Department for 
Instagramming Truss” because of her prolific output 
on the social media site. Away this week at a G20 
meeting, she has reportedly cut her trip short to 
return to Westminster and make a statement later 
Thursday. 

 
Sajid Javid  

Javid, who also quit as health secretary on 
Tuesday, had previously resigned as finance min-
ister in 2020. The 52-year-old is the son of a 
Pakistani immigrant bus driver who went on to 
become a high-flying banker. Like Sunak, he also 
faces questions about his personal wealth and 
tax affairs. 

 
Ben Wallace  

The defence secretary, 52, has narrowly topped 
some recent polls of Tory grassroots’ preferred next 
leader due to his role in the Ukraine crisis. The for-
mer army officer and Johnson ally has downplayed 
wanting to lead the party but is seen as a straight-
talking and competent. 

 
Nadhim Zahawi  

Newly appointed as finance minister, Nadhim 
Zahawi, 55, was praised for overseeing Britain’s 
pandemic vaccines rollout, before helming the edu-
cation department. Zahawi is a former refugee from 
Iraq who came to Britain as a child speaking no 
English. Before entering politics, he co-founded the 
prominent polling company YouGov. But his private 
wealth has also drawn adverse attention, including 
when he claimed parliamentary expenses for heat-
ing his horse stables. 

 
Tom Tugendhat  

The former army officer, 49, is a prominent back-
bencher who chairs parliament’s influential Foreign 
Affairs Committee. Tugendhat has indicated he will 
stand in any leadership contest but there is no love 
lost between him and Johnson loyalists. A hawk on 

China, he has been critical of the government’s han-
dling of the troop withdrawal from Afghanistan. 

 
Penny Mordaunt  

Mordaunt, 49, is the first woman to have been 
UK defence secretary and is currently a junior trade 
minister. The Royal navy reservist is seen as likely to 
run but considered a long shot. A strong Brexit sup-
porter and key figure in the 2016 “Leave” campaign, 
she has been tipped as a potential unity candidate 
who could draw support from the Conservative par-
ty’s warring factions. 

 
Dominic Raab  

Deputy prime minister and justice secretary 
Dominic Raab, 48, led the country when Johnson 
was in intensive care in hospital with COVID-19 in 

2020. The former lawyer and karate black belt is 
seen as a reliable ally. But his move to justice from 
the post of foreign secretary was seen as a demo-
tion after he initially failed to cut short a holiday as 
the Afghan capital Kabul fell to the Taleban. 

 
Suella Braverman  

Attorney General  Suel la Braverman has 
revealed she intends to stand in a party leadership 
contest during media interviews since Wednesday 
in which she urged Johnson to go. The arch-
Brexiteer, 42, is another long-shot candidate, pop-
ular within the party for her Euroscepticism. She 
is one of 28 so-called “Spartan” Tory MPs, who 
refused to back ex-Prime Minister Theresa May’s 
Brexit deal on all three occasions it was voted on 
in parliament. — AFP
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 frontrunners to succeed Johnson, according to a 

YouGov survey of Conservative party members. 
Foreign Secretary Liz Truss, another potential 

contender, said Johnson had “made the right deci-
sion” as she cut short a trip to Indonesia for a G20 
meeting. “We need calmness and unity now and to 
keep governing while a new leader is found,” she 
tweeted. But in the highly charged hours building 
up to Johnson’s announcement, opposition Labour 
leader Keir Starmer had said the country cannot 
wait. Starmer said “a proper change of govern-
ment” was needed and demanded a no-confidence 
vote in parliament, potentially triggering a general 
election, rather than Johnson “clinging on for 
months and months”. 

Even while eyeing the exit, Johnson had earlier 
Thursday sought to steady the ship with several 
appointments to replace the departed cabinet mem-
bers. They included Greg Clark, an arch “remainer” 
opposed to Britain’s divorce from the European 
Union, which Johnson had championed. Shailesh 
Vara, who has never served in the cabinet, was put in 
charge of Northern Ireland, with the government 
locked in battle with Brussels over post-Brexit trad-
ing rules for the tense territory. 

Johnson had been clinging on to power despite a 
wave of more than 50 government resignations, 
expressing defiance late Wednesday. But Thursday’s 
departure of education minister Michelle Donelan 
and a plea to quit from finance minister Nadhim 
Zahawi, only in their jobs for two days, appeared to 
tip the balance along with warnings of a new no-
confidence vote by Tory MPs. Johnson triumphed in 
2019 with a vow to “get Brexit done” following 
Britain’s shock referendum decision three years pri-
or. But for many, the populist, convention-defying 
leader had outstayed his welcome. 

The Conservative infighting erupted at a time 

when millions of Britons are battling the worst slump 
in living standards since the 1950s, fueling by rock-
eting energy prices on back of the war in Ukraine. 
Before the economic crisis, Johnson’s popularity had 
already slumped over a series of lockdown-breaking 
parties in Downing Street, which saw him become 
the first prime minister to receive a police fine. 

“About time, isn’t it? Seriously, I mean have you 
ever known anyone be so arrogant, ignorant, delu-
sional?” Helen Dewdney, 53, who works in consumer 
rights, told AFP. Referring to the departed cabinet 
ministers, she said: “Where was their integrity 
months ago?” While Johnson oversaw a successful 
vaccine campaign against the coronavirus pandemic, 
the former journalist also oversaw one of Europe’s 
worst death tolls, and nearly died himself from Covid 
in April 2020. 

“Boris Johnson’s legacy is the deaths of nearly 
200,000 British people on his watch,” said Lobby 
Akinnola, from the campaign group COVID-19 
Bereaved Families for Justice. “Whilst Johnson will 
move on to a life of writing newspaper columns and 
being paid eye-watering amounts to give after-din-
ner speeches, there will be no moving on for the 
families like mine that have been ripped apart by his 
actions,” he said. 

Northern Ireland minister Brandon Lewis on 
Thursday became the fourth cabinet minister to 
resign and wrote that Johnson was “past the point 
of no return”. Johnson late on Wednesday had 
sacked minister Michael Gove, with a Downing 
Street source describing his former Brexit right-
hand-man as a “snake” in the media. Sunak and 
Health Secretary Sajid Javid quit late Tuesday after 
Johnson apologized for his February appointment 
of senior Conservative MP Chris Pincher as deputy 
chief whip. 

Pincher was forced to step down following accu-
sations he drunkenly groped two men. Days of shift-
ing explanations followed the resignation, before 
Downing Street finally conceded that Johnson had 
known about Pincher’s behavior as far back as 2019. 
Tory critics said the Pincher affair had tipped many 
over the edge, angry at having to defend what they 
saw as more lies by Johnson over his appointment of 
what Starmer called a “sexual predator”.  — AFP  
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A pilgrim walks with an umbrella in Mina on July 7, 2022. — AFP
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Worshippers will pray and recite the Holy Quran 

for several hours at the mountain and sleep nearby. 
On Saturday, they will gather pebbles and perform 
the symbolic “stoning of the devil”. 

The hajj, one of the world’s biggest religious gath-
erings, has not gone smoothly for everyone. Saudi 
Arabia’s hajj ministry demanded the sacking of two 
top officials at a company that organizes pilgrimages, 
over their failure to provide decent services, the offi-
cial Saudi Press Agency said on Thursday. 

State-run Al-Ekhbariya TV said the company han-
dled pilgrimages from overseas and was responsible 
for “problems with food and accommodation” includ-
ing a lack of air conditioning at the Mina camp. 
Fridges packed with yoghurt, juice and water were 

waiting at the temporary accommodation in Mina, 
along with a food buffet and fruit baskets. 

The crowds, capped at one million including 
850,000 from abroad chosen by lottery, are the 
biggest since 2019 after two COVID-hit years when 
only tens of thousands were allowed. All worshippers 
are fully vaccinated and submitted negative PCR 
tests, but the rituals are taking place against the back-
drop of a resurgence of COVID-19 in the region. 

Some Gulf countries have tightened restrictions 
to keep outbreaks in check. The hajj ministry has 
said it is working on the highest levels of health pre-
cautions in light of the pandemic and the emergence 
of new variants. At Mina, the pilgrims were handed 
small bags containing masks and sanitizer, and 
ambulances were parked at the camp’s entrances. 

However, a requirement to wear masks has been 
largely ignored. Temperatures of 42 degrees Celsius 
are another challenge. Four hospitals and 26 health 
centers have been prepared at Mina to treat pilgrims 
who might fall ill. “We have taken all precautions. We 
have doctors here ready to intervene in case need-
ed,” said Ahmad Al-Zinani, a camp manager. — AFP 
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‘We are no longer trusted by the electorate’ and ‘we are set to lose the next general election’

LONDON: Carrie Johnson, wife of Britain’s Prime Minister Boris Johnson, carries their daughter Romy next 
to Britain’s Culture Secretary Nadine Dorries (R) ahead of a statement by the premier in front of 10 
Downing Street in central London on July 7, 2022. — AFP

ISTANBUL: A disputed cargo ship carry-
ing allegedly stolen grain from Ukraine has 
returned to Russian territorial waters, 
Turkish sources told AFP on Thursday, 
drawing angry condemnation from Kyiv. 

The marinetraffic.com website showed 
Zhibek Zholy moving at least 20 kilometres 
(12 miles) away from Turkey’s Black Sea port 
of Karasu before apparently switching off 
its transponder and disappearing from view. 

Two Turkish sources said the ship was 
heading to Russia’s Port Kavkaz on the edge 
of a strait splitting the mainland from 
Ukraine’s Kremlin-annexed peninsula of 
Crimea. Kyiv alleges that the Russian-
flagged vessel had set off from Ukraine’s 

occupied port of Berdyansk after picking up 
confiscated wheat. 

Ukraine has demanded that Turkey 
impound the vessel and return the allegedly 
stolen grain. But Russia claims to have 
“nationalised” Ukrainian state assets and to 
be buying crops from local farmers. 

NATO member Turkey has been trying 
to negotiate a solution that could preserve 
its good relations with both Moscow and 
Kyiv. It was not immediately clear what had 
happened to the wheat. 

An unnamed crew member of the Zhibek 
Zholy told Russia’s TASS news agency that 
the ship intended to offload the grain to 
another vessel so as “not to lose money”. 
But one of the Turkish sources said the ship 
still appeared to be carrying the grain. “As 
far as we know, it is waiting (at the Russian 
port) loaded,” the Turkish source said.  

 
‘Deeply disappointed’  

Ankara has not issued an official state-
ment about the Zhibek Zholy since its arrival 

at Karasu last Friday. But the Ukrainian for-
eign ministry on Thursday summoned 
Turkey’s ambassador to demand an expla-
nation for the ship’s return to Russia. 

“Ignoring an appeal from Ukraine, the 
ship was released on the evening of July 6,” 
the Ukrainian foreign ministry said in a 
statement. It said it was “deeply disappoint-
ed” that Turkey had not acted on its request 
to seize the ship. 

“We regret that Russia’s ship Zhibek 
Zholy which was full of stolen Ukrainian 
grain, was allowed to leave Karasu port 
despite criminal evidence presented to the 
Turkish authorities,” Ukrainian foreign min-
istry spokesman Oleg Nikolenko said on 
Twitter. 

Turkey’s Foreign Minister Mevlut 
Cavusoglu said last month that Ankara was 
investigating reports of Russian-seized 
Ukrainian grain reaching its Black Sea 
shores. But he added that Turkey had been 
unable to find any stolen Ukrainian grain 
shipments. — AFP 
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SAKARYA, Turkey: This aerial picture shows Russian-flagged cargo ship 
“Zhibek Zholy” anchored on July 5, 2022 on Black Sea coast of Karasu 
district. — AFP 


