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WIMBLEDON: Tunisia’s Ons Jabeur reacts after winning a point against Germany’s Tatjana Maria during their women’s singles semifinal on the eleventh day of the 2022 Wimbledon Championships at The All England
Tennis Club on July 7, 2022.  —AFP

LONDON: Ons Jabeur became the first African
woman in the Open era to reach a Grand Slam singles
final on Thursday when she defeated close friend
Tatjana Maria in the Wimbledon semi-finals. The 27-
year-old world number two from Tunisia triumphed 6-
2, 3-6, 6-1 and will face either 2019 champion Simona
Halep or Elena Rybakina in Saturday’s championship
match. “I’m a proud Tunisian woman standing here,”
said Jabeur, who was the first Arab player to make a
Slam semi-final.

Before Thursday, South Africans Irene Bowder
Peacock, at the 1927 French Open, and Renee
Schuurman, in the 1959 Australian Open, were the only
African women to have reached a Slam singles final.
“It’s a dream come true from years of work and sacri-
fice. I’m happy that’s paid off and I’ll continue for one
more match,” said Jabeur.

“Physically, Tatjana is a beast, she doesn’t give up -
I thought she would give up - her touch, her serve and
everything on the court is impressive. I hope she con-
tinues this way. Let’s not play again, I’m good for now.
“I know in Tunisia they are going crazy right now. I
want to see more Arab and African players on the
tour. I love the game and I want to share the experi-

ence with them.” Jabeur coasted through the first set
against mother-of-two Maria with breaks in the third
and seventh games.

The Tunisian fired 15 winners to her opponent’s
six in the first set while not facing a single break
point. However, Maria, described by Jabeur as her
“barbecue buddy”, did manage to finally break
through for 3-1 in the second set off the back of a
series of delicate slices. Jabeur’s 17 unforced errors
in the second set compared to the six of the more
accurate German, who levelled the contest. But
there was to be no upset win as the 103rd-ranked
Maria’s challenge was quashed. Jabeur secured a
double break for a 5-0 advantage before securing
her place in history on a second match point.

‘I feel for Russians’ 
Moscow-born Rybakina will attempt to reach a

first Wimbledon final, counting her blessings that she
escaped the tournament ban handed out to her
Russian compatriots. Rybakina switched her nationali-
ty to Kazakhstan in 2018 to take advantage of greater
financial help. She now finds herself in the semi-finals
at the same tournament from which Russian and

Belarusian players were banned following the invasion
of Ukraine. “Everybody wants to compete,” said the
23-year-old Rybakina, the first player representing
Kazakhstan to make the last four of a Slam. “They
were not choosing where they born. Of course, I feel
for them.”

She admitted she was fortunate to have switched
to representing Kazakhstan. “I think it was very
good timing because Kazakhstan were looking for
players. I was looking for some help. They believed in
me. So I think it was very good combination.”
Standing at 6 feet (1.84 metres), world number 23
Rybakina is the big-hitting star of the women’s tour-
nament, firing an event-leading 44 aces over five
rounds so far. On Thursday, she faces Halep, who
hopes to recreate the “perfect match” that delivered
the 2019 Wimbledon title.

The former world number one from Romania col-
lected her second Grand Slam crown at the All
England Club three years ago. Her first was at the
French Open in 2018. However, a calf injury last year
forced a three-month lay-off, ruling her out of
Wimbledon. “That was the perfect match of my life,”
said 30-year-old Halep as she reflected on the 2019

Wimbledon final, when she defeated Serena Williams
for the loss of just four games. “Now I’m playing
really well. I’m feeling confident that I feel the game
the way I felt back then. Yeah, only positive things,
good memories.” —AFP

Tunisian beats close friend Tatjana Maria in semi-finals

Jabeur makes African history 
with Wimbledon final spot

Big-spenders Leeds 
add Sinisterra to list 
of new recruits
LONDON: Leeds have completed their sixth pre-sea-
son signing, with the Premier League club announcing
Thursday that Colombia winger Luis Sinisterra had
joined from Dutch club Feyenoord for an undisclosed
fee. According to British media reports, Leeds have
paid a reported £21.4 million ($25.6 million, 25.1 million
euros) for Sinisterra, taking their spending ahead of the
new English top-flight campaign to over £90 million
($108 million, 106 million euros).  “Leeds United are
delighted to announce the signing of Colombia interna-
tional Luis Sinisterra from Eredivisie outfit, Feyenoord,”
said a club statement. “The 23-year-old arrives at Elland
Road for an undisclosed fee and has penned a five-year
deal, running until the summer of 2027.”

Leeds have previously signed Brenden Aaronson,
Rasmus Kristensen, Marc Roca, Darko Gyabi and Tyler
Adams since narrowly avoiding relegation in May. But
they recouped £45 million of their spending earlier this
week when midfielder Kalvin Phillips was signed by
Premier League champions Manchester City. Sinisterra
scored 23 goals, as well as providing 14 assists, in 49
appearances for Feyenoord last season. He could be a
replacement at Elland Road for Raphinha, amid reports
the Brazil winger wants to join Spanish giants
Barcelona. Sinisterra has spent the last four seasons at
Feyenoord after joining from Colombian club Once
Caldas in July 2018. Capped five times by Colombia, he
impressed for Feyenoord last season, helping them
reach the Europa Conference League final where they
lost 1-0 to Roma in May and a third-placed finish in the
domestic Eredivisie. —AFP

LONDON: Rafael Nadal is facing a
race against  t ime to be f i t  for
Friday’s mouthwatering Wimbledon
semi-final against Nick Kyrgios but
can either man stop Novak Djokovic
in his relentless push for a fourth
straight crown? A meeting between
22-time Grand Slam champion
Nadal and the mercurial Australian
has been on the cards since Kyrgios
defeated Stefanos Tsitsipas in an ill-
tempered third-round meeting.

Kyrgios cruised through his last-
eight match against  unseeded
Chi lean Crist ian Garin on
Wednesday in straight sets to reach
his first Grand Slam semi-final. But it
was a different story for Nadal, who
had to battle an abdominal injury in
a grueling five-set win against 11th-
seeded American Taylor Fritz. The
second seed, visibly in pain, looked
unlikely to finish the match when he
was forced to take a medical time-
out in the second set.

But he returned to the court and
twice recovered from a set down to
win in four hours and 21 minutes
The extra time on court for Nadal-
two hours longer than Kyrgios-is a
factor in itself but the Spaniard’s
injury raises the prospect that he
may not even be fit enough to play.

Nadal, the 2008 and 2010 champi-
on, said he was unsure over his
ongoing participation in the tourna-
ment as he targets the third leg of a
rare calendar Grand Slam.

“I can’t give you a clear answer
because if I gave you a clear answer
and tomorrow another thing happens,
I will be a liar,” the 36-year-old said
after his quarter-final win. If the two
do meet on Centre Court, it would be
the standout tie of the tournament so
far in a year when many of the top
seeds have fallen by the wayside ear-
ly. Kyrgios’s tournament has been
defined by breathtaking shot-making
but also his familiar rants on court-
including a demand that Tsitsipas be
thrown out of the championships for
hitting a ball into the crowd.

The 40th-ranked player has been
fined a total of $14,000 and he now
has the added distraction of a loom-
ing court appearance in Australia,
related to an allegation of assault.
Nadal has six wins against Kyrgios
in nine meetings between the pair.
The Australian famously beat Nadal-
then world number one-on his way
to the Wimbledon quarter-finals on
his debut in 2014 but the Spaniard
took his revenge in 2019.

Kyrgios, 27, said he believed the

match against Nadal would be the
“most-watched of all time”. “We’ve
had some absolute battles on that
Centre Court,” he said. “He’s won
one against me and I’ve won one
against him. “Obviously, we know,
two completely different personali-
ties. I feel like we respect the hell out
of each other, though. I feel like that
would be a mouth-watering kind of
encounter for everyone around the
world.”

Djokovic history bid 
Djokovic had to come back from

two sets down against Italian 10th
seed Jannik Sinner in his quarter-
finals on Tuesday. But the 35-year-
old finished the match looking fresh,
even pulling off an outrageous win-
ner while doing the spl its . The

Serbian top seed is on a 26-match
winning streak at Wimbledon as he
seeks to draw level with Pete
Sampras on seven titles at the All
England Club-just one behind Roger
Federer’s men’s record.

British ninth seed Cameron Norrie
has vowed to “take it” to Djokovic
and will hope to ride a wave of home
support but he has a tough task on
his hands to unseat the champion.
Djokovic, who beat the 26-year-old
in their only previous meeting, is
braced for a partisan crowd. “For
him, not much to lose,” he said.
“Every victory from now onwards is
a big deal for him. “I know that. But,
you know, I practiced a few times. I
know his game well . He’s been
around. Of course I  wil l  do my
homework and get ready.” —AFP

WIMBLEDON: Spain’s Rafael Nadal celebrates winning against US player Taylor Fritz dur-
ing their men’s singles quarter final tennis match on July 6, 2022.  —AFP

Nadal battles for semis as
Djokovic targets 8th final

WIMBLEDON: Germany’s Tatjana Maria returns the ball
against Tunisia’s Ons Jabeur during their women’s singles
semi final tennis match on the eleventh day of the 2022
Wimbledon Championships at The All England Tennis Club
on July 7, 2022.  —AFP


