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Kuwait’s total workforce  
down by 100,000 in a year
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Report on expatriates and  
effects on public services

Technical teams’ recommendations submitted; Employers to provide insurance 
KUWAIT: Kuwait authorities have received an eco-
nomic report about the issue of expat labor and its 
effect on public services and the state’s infrastruc-
ture. It contained a brief report on what the country 
spends on expats and what it gets from them. The 
state must not go ahead with the current situation as 
it is solely bearing the financial cost. Foreigners do 
not bear the actual costs of their medical services 

and medications, residences, and general services 
even though they form the majority of the population. 

Sources said that “recommendations include solu-
tions to population structure; current drawbacks in 
bringing in foreign workers; increase of marginal 
labor in specialized workforce; review of the current 
fees on expats’ residency permits; health assurance 
and more.” 

Officials debated how to regulate subsidized 
products and services such as fuel, hospital fees, 
power, general cleanliness, beaches and parks, and so 
on. The state, for example, spends millions of Kuwaiti 
dinars on the beaches and parks without charging 
any fees. This brings back ideas and proposals to 
impose fees, which will be used for maintenance. 

Meanwhile, sources said the Health Ministry is 

waiting for the completion of health assurance hospi-
tals for expats. Also, there is a proposal to impose 
additional health insurance fees similar to that of the 
expats who are over 60 years old and without a uni-
versity degree. The report asked the government to 
force employers to provide adequate medical insur-
ance for the expats and urged the state not to bear 
expats’ medical costs.

EDIRNE: A Turkish muezzin performs the Ezan call to prayer in front of a jury, in Old mosque (Eski Camii) 
in Edirne. — AFP 

EDIRNE: Cupping his hands to his ears, one of 
the contestants in an annual competition for 
Turkey’s most melodious religious voice leans 
closer to the microphone to intone a tender call to 
prayer. “Allahu akbar” (“God is greatest”), he 
sings in a slow, cascading voice, elbows sticking 
out at right angles, his words echoing off the 
golden-tinged stones of the majestic Eski Camii 
mosque in the city of Edirne. 

Adorned with striking Arabic calligraphy and 
completed in 1414, when the northwestern city was 
the capital of the Ottoman Empire, the mosque is 
hosting the latest round of the competition, in 
which five muezzins-the clerics who issue the ezan 
(adhan in Arabic) call to prayer from minarets five 
times a day-are competing for a place in the final 
on August 17. — AFP (See Page 12) 

Call to prayer  
merges Turkish  
politics with art

MANILA: A Philippine mayor has ordered public 
servants to smile, or risk a fine, as he seeks to 
improve the level of service provided by the local 
government. Aristotle Aguirre introduced the 
“smile policy” this month after being sworn into 
office in Mulanay town in Quezon province, on the 
main island of Luzon. 

The policy must be adopted “while serving the 
people to give sincerity by showing a feeling of 
calmness and friendly atmosphere”, the executive 
order said. Aguirre said the measure was in 
response to complaints from locals, mostly 
coconut growers and fishermen, about the 
unfriendly treatment they received from town hall 
staff when they went to pay their taxes or seek aid. 
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‘Smile or risk fine’,  
Philippine mayor  
orders employees 

WASHINGTON: Twitter experienced a wide-
spread but seemingly brief outage in the United 
States and parts of Europe on Thursday-fresh tur-
bulence for the firm locked in a buyout battle with 
Elon Musk. The Downdetector website showed that 
outage reports spiked in the United States around 
8:00 am (1200 GMT), while users reported service 
interruptions in France and elsewhere. 

However, by around 1245 GMT reports of out-
ages to Downdetector were dropping off and users 
were back on the social media platform joking 
about the disruption. “I’ve just had my most pro-
ductive 30 minutes for years. In unrelated news, it 
seems Twitter went down for 30 minutes,” tweeted 
@joelyagar. Twitter did not immediately respond to 
a request for comment. 

Service disruptions on social media platforms 
happen periodically, but major and long-term serv-
ice outages are not common. The service problems 
on Twitter come as the company has embarked on a 
legal fight with Musk over his moves to walk away  
from his $44 billion buyout bid that has roiled the 
company.  — AFP 

Outage hits  
Twitter service  
in US, Europe

WASHINGTON: A phone screen displays the Twitter 
logo in Washington, DC.  — AFP VATICAN CITY: Pope Francis greets Sister Raffaella Petrini during an audi-

ence with the Vatican employees at the Vatican. — AFP 

TRIPOLI: Mahmud Aguil sits with his children in the back of his air-condi-
tioned van, parked at his home in Libya’s capital Tripoli. — AFP  

VATICAN CITY: Pope Francis 
named two nuns and a laywoman to 
the Vatican department that helps 
choose new bishops, the Holy See said 
Wednesday, the first time women have 
been allowed to serve on the body. 
The appointment of the three women 
to the Dicastery for Bishops - nuns 
Raffaella Petrini and Yvonne Reungoat 
and lay woman Maria Lia Zervino - 
comes as Francis seeks to usher in 
more gender equality within the 
Church’s positions of government and 
responsibility. 

The 85-year-old pope has repeat-

edly said that women should play 
greater roles within the Vatican’s hier-
archy and has broken centuries of 
precedent to place women in some 
key spots previously held by men. 

 Last year, he issued a decree to 
allow women to serve as readers at 
liturgies, altar servers and distributors 
of communion - but stopped short of 
saying the change could one day open 
the door to female priests. 

The Roman Curia’s new constitu-
tion that came into effect last month - 
Francis’ years-long effort to restruc-
ture the Vatican’s powerful governing 
body - allows female Catholics to 
head up Vatican departments. Petrini, 
a Franciscan nun from Italy, has since 
November served as the secretary 
general of the governorate of the 
Vatican, the first women to ever hold 
the post. Reungoat, who is French, is  
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TRIPOLI: Mahmud Aguil has a com-
fortable house in Libya’s capital 
Tripoli, but chronic power outages in 
the war-battered country and roast-
ing summer heat now force him to 
sleep in his air-conditioned van. “This 
is my bedroom,” the 48-year-old said 
pointing to the cramped vehicle, its 
back seats removed to make space for 
him and his two young children. “In 
the morning I wake up with a terrible 
backache. “That’s our life these days.” 

The people of Libya are enduring 
electricity cuts of up to 18 hours a 
day, despite their country sitting atop 
Africa’s largest proven oil reserves. 
After a decade of violence, rising 
poverty and fragmenting government, 
many have reached the limits of their 
tolerance. Public anger spilled into the 
streets earlier this month, when 
protests drew thousands chanting “we 
want the lights to work” in the capital 
and in Benghazi, the country’s second 
largest city. 

Demonstrators torched and ran-
sacked the House of Representatives, 
based in the eastern city of Tobruk, 
along with other official buildings, 
while masked protesters burned tyres 
and blocked roads in Tripoli. 
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Libyans at  
boiling point  
amid outages


