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KUWAIT: Climate change 
has affected global food 
security as rising tempera-
tures, water scarcity, 
extreme events such as 
droughts and floods, and 
increased atmospheric 
carbon dioxide concentra-
tions are affecting staple 
crops around the world. 
Global maize and wheat 
production declined in 
recent years due to 
extreme weather events and a general 
increase in water scarcity. Kuwait Times 
spoke with Jamal Ibrahim, Kuwaiti mete-
orologist and environmental expert, to 
explain the reasons for climate change 
and its effect on food security. “Climate 
change and hot temperatures have 
affected the world at all levels,” he said. 
“As for us in Kuwait, we notice it in the 
winter that is not cold today as it was 20 
years ago, and in the summer with the 
extremely hot temperature.”  

“The main reason for the climate 
change is the global warming resulting 
from the environmental destruction that 
is caused by humans, like using energy 
sources that are not environmentally 
friendly and building huge electricity 
generators which produce greenhouse 
gases such as carbon dioxide and 
ammonia,” Ibrahim explained. “This cre-
ates a layer of radiation that cannot 
penetrate the atmosphere, leading to 
trapping the heat of the sun inside the 
globe’s atmosphere, which leads to the 
rise in temperatures.” 

Ibrahim pointed out that hundreds of 

years ago, the Earth’s atmosphere was 
clean because there were no external 
and harmful influences on it, such as 
electricity, cars, 
planes, and 
electricity gen-
erators, which 
are the main 
means of human 
environmental 
d e s t r u c t i o n . 
“Therefore, we 
in Kuwait must 
shift towards 
using more 
environmentally 
friendly energy,” he said. “Climate 
change has led Kuwait’s weather to be 
hot in the fall and spring, extremely hot 
in summer, and moderate in the short 

winter,” he mentioned. 
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the effect of cli-
mate change on 
food security, 
Ibrahim said, 
“ C l i m a t e 
change and 
food security 
are strongly 
related. Global 
warming leads 
to the destruc-
tion of crops. 

For example, some agricultural crops 
need a certain period and temperature 
to grow during the winter, and with the 
rise in temperatures and the shortness of 

the winter season, many crops have 
been destroyed.”  

“Food security today is not only 
affected by climate change,” he added. 
“The increase in global population num-
bers is also one of the most important 
causes of food shortages and concerns. 
The Earth has less than three percent of 
potable water, and this is also an impor-
tant factor in global food security.” 

“Global warming is a serious issue 
that is speeding up with the increased 
emissions of harmful gases, and for that 
the whole world began to work on the 
transition towards the production of 
environmentally friendly energy such as 
solar, wood and recently the magnetic 
energy,” he pointed out. 

“Despite that, Kuwait is facing a seri-
ous challenge in implementing alterna-

tive energy resources, while the world is 
moving towards reducing the produc-
tion of carbon dioxide by relying on 
alternatives and more environmentally 
friendly energy sources,” he went on. “It 
is hard for Kuwait to apply some alter-
native energy sources such as diesel 
energy because it requires large areas 
of land, in addition to the nature of the 
atmosphere in Kuwait which is full of 
dust, which means that the state will 
need a large budget to clean it on an 
ongoing basis.” 

Ibrahim said that European countries 
are shifting towards using electric cars 
that do not lead to harmful emissions to 
the environment, unlike cars that depend 
on gasoline “This is one of the reasons 
that may force Kuwait to find alternative 
energy sources to use,” he noted. 
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Kuwait faces 
serious challenges 
in adopting 
alternative 
energy

Climate change affecting global food 
security, Kuwaiti meteorologist warns

Ibrahim stresses need for Kuwait to shift towards clean energy

Jamal Ibrahim

KUWAIT: The Embassy of Turkey in 
Kuwait released a statement on the 
occasion of the July 15 coup attempt’s 
anniversary. The following is the full 
transcript of the statement: 

Few events can influence the history 
and trajectory of a nation as profoundly 
as the July 15 coup attempt. On the night 
of July 15, 2016, under the direct order 
of Fetullah Gulen (terrorist mastermind), 
a clandestine faction within Turkish 
army attempted to overthrow democrat-
ically elected government of Turkiye led 
by President Recep Tayyip Erdogan. 
Although Turkish democracy was no 
stranger to occasional interruptions by 
military interventions, the July 15 was 
the most unprecedent in terms of its 
conduct, reaction it generated from 
public and its consequences.  Before 
delving into why this coup attempt is 
like no other, terrorist structure behind 
this coup attempt as well as the events 
leading up to July 15, 2016 should be 
fully comprehended.  

For decades under the guise of benign 
education movement The Fethullah 
Terrorist Organization (FETO) had tried 
to infiltrate the military and civil Turkish 
bureaucracy by using every tool avail-
able. F Gulen, ringleader of this clandes-
tine, criminal and terrorist organization 
called FETO, issued “fatwa” upon “fat-
wa”, greenlighting their followers hiding 
within the bureaucracy to resort to every 

possible mean to fortify their positions in 
public institutions.  By employing illegal 
methods, FETO-linked undercover oper-
atives had “worked” their ways up 
through the ranks in the army, judiciary 
and other critical institutions. 

They cheated in university, military 
school and police academy entrance 
exams, arrested and persecuted figures 
opposing them, eavesdropped and 
blackmailed their rivals, leaked confiden-
tial state documents, conspired against 
government officials.   

July 15th was a desperate final move 
of Fetullah Gulen and his followers to 
keep their control and capture the state.  

July 15th armed coup attempt demon-
strated FETO’s determination to unwa-
veringly use terror, alongside other 
crimes, to achieve its ultimate aim. 
Through this act, FETO has clearly 
shown itself to the world as one of the 
most dangerous terrorist groups. 

The conduct of the attempt resembles 
more of a full-scale invasion than a con-
ventional military coup d’etat. July 15 
was an attempt to invade Turkiye, leav-
ing no room for doubt. The use of terror-
ists in our own army for this has added a 
vile betrayal to the invasion attempt.  

Turkish fighter jets dropped bombs 
on their own parliament during an 
extraordinary session, they raided TV 
channel studios and tried to assassinate 
President Erdogan. That was the bloodi-

est coup attempt Turkiye had ever wit-
nessed, in which 251 people lost their 
lives defending their country, 2,500 
wounded. Most of them were unarmed 
civilians, with nothing in their hands 
but Turkish flags. They were recklessly 
shot by assault rifles, bombed by fight-
er jets, crushed by armored vehicles, 
run over by tanks, the very military 
equipment the putschists are supposed 
to use to protect Turkish citizens they 
were massacring.  

The second peculiarity of this coup 
attempt was the stiff popular resistance 
of Turkish people and strong determina-
tion of President Erdogan not to capitu-
late to FETO’s demands.  Drawing on 
the experience of previous coups, the 
putschists were over-confident that 
Turkish people would go to their homes 
once they saw tanks in the streets and 
that President Erdogan would either 
surrender of flee.  Both calculations 
proved to be misjudgment.  

In the decade prior to the July 15, 
Turkiye had witnessed a period of 
transformation through years of politi-
cal, institutional, and social reforms, 
ushering in stronger democratic cul-
ture, unprecedented economic pros-
perity and more vocal public opinion.  
These reforms strengthened both soci-
ety and government and created a 
strong trust between them. This con-
nection between the people and their 
government is the ultimate measure of 
our democracy’s resilience, and the 
strongest guarantee of its survival. 

Turkish people who love Turkiye 
have stood against this horrific threat 
have fervently and courageously 

demonstrated to the world that they did 
not recognize any power over their will 
and stood ready to sacrifice their lives 
to protect their state and the demo-
cratic system. It was one of the most 
significant turning points in Turkiye’s 
contemporary history. Mil l ions of 
Turkish citizens set aside their political, 
cultural and ethnic differences to form 
a united front against the plotters. They 
refused to allow an armed group to rob 
them of democracy, liberty and their 
way of life. 

Heroic resistance of Turkish people 
also became source of inspirations for 
people around the world. They sacri-
ficed their lives to save their democracy. 
However, it should be noted that, it was 
not only Turkish democracy that was at 
stake that night. The coup plotters also 
aimed to alter independent course of 
foreign policy Turkiye had adopted. For 
Turkish people who are already familiar 
with FETO’s non-national political 
agenda, their struggle against coup 
attempt was key to independence of the 
nation. That is why many Turkish people 
view this struggle as the nation’s second 
independence war.      

Thirdly, July 15 marked a monumental 
turning point in Turkiye’s political history 
and its future in many aspects. As men-
tioned above, although the main objec-
tive of the coup attempt was to eradicate 
Turkish democracy and independence, it 
had quite the opposite consequences. 
The night of July 15 was about one of the 
darkest in Turkish history but ended in 
one of its brightest dawns.  

In many ways we emerged stronger, 
freer, and more independent from the 

July 15 coup attempt.  Over the course 
of 6 years, fight against FETO and other 
terrorist groups both inside and outside 
of Turkiye has constituted one of the 
main priorities of our country. 

Just one and a half months after the 
coup attempt, our armed forces carried 
out the Operation Euphrates Shield 
against DAESH, clearing 4,000 square 
kilometers (1,544 square miles) area of 
the terrorist organization.  Turkish mili-
tary is the only army which could fight 
hand-to-hand combat against DAESH 
on the ground. Furthermore, PKK’s 
presence inside Turkiye has virtually 
come to an end thanks to a sequence of 
successful operations and vigilance of 
our armed forces.  

Turkiye cleared its bureaucracy from 
terrorist elements with proven ties to 
FETO without deviating from funda-
mental rights and rule of law. Thanks to 
our efforts in international front, FETO 
affiliated schools and education centers 
in 45 countries were closed down or 
taken over by the relevant countries. 
Through series of institutional reforms, 
we modernized and democratized our 
institutions. Turkiye also has consolidat-
ed its political stability and strengthened 
its regional standing. 

That is why July 15, 2016, is a date 
that will never be erased from Turkiye’s 
collective memory. July 15, the “Day of 
Democracy and National Unity”, is a 
symbol for the love of Turkiye for keep-
ing our collective memory alive, 
strengthening our democracy, and 
remembering our martyrs and veterans 
against the coup attempt. — Turkish 
Embassy in Kuwait 

‘July 15 critical milestone 
for Turkish democracy’

NEW YORK: Kuwait’s envoy at the United Nations 
Ambassador Mansour Al-Otaibi praised the “special 
relationship” between his country and the global 
body, saying it has resulted in great developments on 
peace, security and humanitarian endeavors. The 
Kuwaiti outgoing permanent representative’s remarks 
were made during an encounter with the UN 

Secretary-General Antonio Guterres at a meeting to 
mark the end of his tenure in New York. Speaking to 
the press, Otaibi said he was honored to have worked 
to represent and defend the interests of his country at 
the UN. He reiterated Kuwait’s strong advocacy for 
the UN’s principles and international multilateralism 
along with the Secretary-General’s road map for UN 
action over the coming years. Kuwait will continue to 
engage positively with member states to implement 
the initiatives contained in that plan on the ground, he 
emphasized. The UN chief commended the work 
done by the ambassador during his years of diplo-
matic service in New York, mentioning his prominent 
role in strengthening relations between the Gulf Arab 
country and the UN.— KUNA 

Kuwaiti outgoing 
envoy hails ‘special 
relationship’ with UN

NEW YORK: Kuwait’s envoy at the United Nations Ambassador Mansour Al-Otaibi meets with UN Secretary-
General Antonio Guterres. — KUNA

KUWAIT: Health Ministry Undersecretary Dr Mustafa Redha inspected the project of the new Kuwait Cancer 
Fighting Center in Sabah Specialized Medical zone. The project covers 65,000 square meters. The new 
building will be 22,4762 square meters with a 618-bed capacity. 


