
KYIV, Ukraine: Russian missiles struck Vinnytsia in
central Ukraine Thursday, killing at least 20 people
including three children, in what President Volodymyr
Zelensky called “an open act of terrorism”. The midday
attack on the city hundreds of kilometres from the
frontlines and invading Russian troops came as EU offi-
cials convened in The Hague to discuss war crimes in
Ukraine.

The charred remains of upturned cars surround by
burnt debris were seen in images distributed by offi-
cials next to a business gutted by a fire with brown
smoke billowing nearby. “There were eight rockets, two
of which hit the centre of the city. Twenty people have
died, including three children. There a large, large num-
ber of wounded,” Zelensky said during an address
European official at The Hague.

The Ukrainian leader led a moment of silence before
urging European and International Criminal Court offi-
cials during an address to open a “special tribunal” into
Russia’s invasion. “I believe it is inevitable that
International Criminal Court will bring accountability to
those guilty of crimes under its jurisdiction: war crimes,
crimes against humanity, genocide.”

War crimes tribunal 
The ICC in The Hague opened an investigation into

possible war crimes in Ukraine just days after
Moscow’s forces invaded and it dispatched dozens of
investigators to the country to gather evidence. Russia
invaded on February 24 and the conflict has seen thou-

sands of people killed, destroyed cities and forced mil-
lions to flee their homes. “Every day, Russia kills civil-
ians, kills Ukrainian children, carries out missile attacks
on the civilian facilities where there is no military tar-
get. What is this, if not an open act of terrorism?”
Zelensky said after the Vinnytsia attack.

A Ukraine military spokesman said its forces had

managed to knock out two from a barrage of cruise
missiles that were launched from a Russian submarine
in the Black Sea and caused widespread damage in
Vinnytsia. Deadly strikes in central Ukraine have
become relatively rare, but the war has raged around
cities like Mykolaiv in the south which the presidency
said was hit by a “massive missile strike”. “Two schools,
transport infrastructure and a hotel were damaged,” the
presidency said in its morning military update early
Thursday.

The skeletal insides of one building gutted by the
strikes were visible in images distributed by local offi-
cials, with municipal workers clearing bricks and rubble
strewn after the attack. The heaviest fighting in Ukraine,
however, has focused recently on the industrial Donbas
region in the east. Moscow-backed troops there said
Thursday they were closing in on their next target, after
wresting control of sister cities Lysychansk and
Severodonetsk two weeks ago. “Siversk is under our
operational control, which means that the enemy can be
hit by our aimed fire all over the area,” a pro-Moscow
rebel official, Daniil Bezsonov, was cited as saying by
Russian state-run news agency TASS.—AFP
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MYKOLAIV, Ukraine: Handout picture released by Ukrainian Emergency Service on July 14, 2022 shows rescuers working on a hotel and business centre partially destroyed by missile strike in the city of Mykolaiv amid the Russian inva-
sion of the country. — AFP

Russian missile strikes kill 20 

Former CIA coder 
convicted of leak 
NEW YORK: A former CIA programmer was found
guilty in New York federal court Wednesday of the
2017 leak of the US spy agency’s most valuable
hacking tools to WikiLeaks, two years after his initial
prosecution ended in mistrial. Joshua Schulte, 33,
worked for the CIA’s elite hacking unit when he qui-
etly took the “Vault 7” tools it uses to break into tar-
get computer and technology systems and, after
quitting his job, sent them to the anti-secrecy group.

Vault 7 was a collection of malware, viruses, tro-
jans, and “zero day” exploits that, once leaked out,
were available for use by foreign intelligence groups,
hackers and cyber extortionists around the world.
Prosecutors said Schulte was a resentful employee
and leaked the 8,761 documents to harm the agency.

“Schulte was aware that the collateral damage of
his retribution could pose an extraordinary threat to
this nation if made public, rendering them essentially
useless,” US Attorney Damian Williams said in a
statement after the conviction. The leak had “a dev-
astating effect on our intelligence community by
providing critical intelligence to those who wish to
do us harm,” said Williams. Schulte was an early sus-
pect after WikiLeaks began publishing the secrets,
but was quietly charged in September 2017 only
with having a large cache of child pornography on
his computer.

Later the charges related to the theft and trans-
mission of national defense information, under the
Espionage Act, were added. In 2020 a jury convicted
him on two lesser charges of lying and contempt of
court, but it was hung on the other charges. On
Wednesday a new jury convicted Schulte on eight
counts under the Espionage Act and one count of
obstruction. Each of the espionage-related counts
can bring up to 10 years in prison.

The leak, which stunned the CIA in March 2017,
was called one of the most damaging losses of clas-
sified material ever experienced by the Central
Intelligence Agency. It spurred the government to
consider tough action against WikiLeaks, which
then-CIA director Mike Pompeo called a “hostile
intelligence service.” The US government then
moved to indict WikiLeaks founder Julian Assange
on espionage charges. Assange is currently in Britain
fighting extradition to the United States. —AFP

New Tory favourite 
Penny accused of 
lethargy and ‘lies’
LONDON: British Conservative leadership contender
Penny Mordaunt came under blistering attack Thursday
after she surged in the race to succeed Prime Minister
Boris Johnson, as another candidate faced elimination.

The little-known Mordaunt, a committed Brexiteer
who was briefly Britain’s first woman defence secretary
before she was demoted to less senior roles, has
emerged as the darling of Tory grassroots members.

In the first round of voting by Conservative MPs on
Wednesday, she came a strong second behind former
finance minister Rishi Sunak and ahead of Foreign
Secretary Liz Truss, and was installed as the new
favourite by bookmakers.

Polls point to the Royal Navy reservist beating Sunak,
Truss and the other three remaining candidates comfort-
ably, once the members decide between the final two.
But Mordaunt was savaged by her former boss in the
Brexit ministry, David Frost, who called her unfit for
office. And she is barely known nationally.

A poll of more than 2,200 adults by Savanta ComRes
said only 11 percent could identify Mordaunt from her

photograph, and only 16 percent of Conservative voters.
Two respondents thought she was the singer Adele.

Two of the Tory candidates were knocked out
Wednesday, and the bottom ranking contender was to
be eliminated in a second vote by MPs that began
Thursday morning. Former foreign secretary Jeremy
Hunt, one of those eliminated, threw his support behind
Sunak, whose resignation from the cabinet last week
helped spark a ministerial revolt against Johnson after
months of scandal. Drawing a pointed contrast to
Johnson, Hunt said the former chancellor of the excheq-
uer was “one of the most decent, straight people with
the highest standards of integrity” in politics.

Character not wealth 
But the wealthy Sunak faces questions about his fam-

ily’s tax affairs and his prior decision to retain US resi-
dency. And he is opposed to immediate tax cuts to con-
front a post-pandemic cost-of-living crisis, stressing the
need instead for fiscal responsibility.

“I don’t judge people by their bank accounts, I judge
them by their character,” Sunak told BBC radio. “And I
think people can judge me by my actions over the past
couple of years,” he said, pointing to the economic sup-
port he designed as chancellor during the pandemic.

Truss, who campaigned against Brexit in Britain’s
2016 referendum before becoming a zealous supporter,
formally launched her campaign with vows of tax cuts
and a smaller state. Vowing “an aspiration nation”, the
foreign secretary said she would be ready “from day
one” to fix the economy and take on Russian President
Vladimir Putin over the war in Ukraine.

Mordaunt, a junior trade minister who is relatively
untainted by the scandals of Johnson’s premiership, has
come up the middle between Truss and Sunak with a
campaign strong on patriotic themes.

But the Daily Mail took aim at her stance on trans-
gender people, one of Britain’s “culture war” debates
that has energised the party’s right-wing. Mordaunt was
“telling lies” after previously supporting transgender
people in the role of equalities minister, only to take a
harder line at her campaign launch this week, the news-
paper quoted a Truss ally as saying.—AFP

S Lanka protesters 
to end occupation of 
official buildings
COLOMBO: Sri Lanka’s anti-government demonstra-
tors said Thursday they were ending their occupation
of official buildings, as they vowed to press on with
their bid to bring down the president and prime minis-
ter in the face of a dire economic crisis. Protesters
overran President Gotabaya Rajapaksa’s palace at the
weekend, forcing him to flee to the Maldives on
Wednesday, when activists also stormed the office of
Prime Minister Ranil Wickremesinghe.

Rajapaksa, 73, flew onwards Thursday to Singapore
from Male, but there was still no announcement of his
resignation, despite his earlier promise to step down
on Wednesday. He is expected to look to stay in the

city-state for some time, according to Sri Lankan
security sources, before potentially moving to the
United Arab Emirates.

As president, Rajapaksa enjoys immunity from
arrest, and he is believed to have wanted to go abroad
before stepping down to avoid the possibility of being
detained. Hundreds of thousands of people have visit-
ed his compound since it was opened to the public
after he fled and his security guards backed down.

At the site, business owner Gihan Martyn, 49,
accused him of “playing for time”. “He’s a coward,” he
said. “He ruined our country along with the Rajapaksa
family. So we don’t trust him at all. We need a new gov-
ernment.” Security sources in Colombo said
Rajapaksa’s resignation letter had already been pre-
pared. “No sooner he gives the green light, the Speaker
will issue it,” a source told AFP. But Wickremesinghe,
whom Rajapaksa named as acting president in his
absence, demanded the evacuation of occupied state
buildings and instructed security forces to do “what is
necessary to restore order”, as a nationwide state of
emergency and curfew were declared.—AFP

COLOMBO: Sri Lanka army soldiers stands guard near the parliament building in Colombo on July 14, 2022,
a day after thousands of anti-government protesters stormed into Sri Lanka Prime Minister Ranil
Wickremesinghe’s office after he was named acting president. — AFP

LONDON: Britain’s Foreign Secretary Liz Truss makes
her way out after delivering a speech at the launch of
her campaign to become the next leader of the
Conservative party in London on July 14, 2022. — AFP


