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Some constituents would walk for an hour from 

their remote villages to reach the town hall. “When 
they arrive, they’re dismayed at the attitude of peo-
ple they transact with,” Aguirre said. Aguirre, who 
was an occupational therapist before running for 
office in the May 9 elections, wants to “change the 

attitude of our government workers”. “We need to 
be a business friendly municipality,” said Aguirre, 
the son of a former justice secretary in ex-presi-
dent Rodrigo Duterte’s administration. 

Employees who do not comply with the order 
could be fined the equivalent of six month’s salary 
or be suspended from their jobs. Asked how the 
rule would be enforced when Filipinos are still 
required to wear a face mask in public, Aguirre 
said people can sense if someone is sincerely 
helping them. “I don’t think we’ll reach that point,” 
Aguirre said of the possible punishments. “It’s just 
to send good vibes to our employees and con-
stituents.”— AFP

PORT-AU-PRINCE: A week of gang vio-
lence in Haiti’s capital has left at least 89 
people dead, a rights group said 
Wednesday, as soaring prices, fuel short-
ages and gang warfare accelerate a brutal 
downward spiral in the security situation in 
Port-au-Prince. The unrest erupted on July 
7 between two rival factions in Cite Soleil, 
an impoverished and densely populated 
neighborhood of Port-au-Prince. As gun-
fire crackled in the slums for nearly a 
week, police, short-staffed and ill-
equipped, did not intervene, while interna-
tional humanitarian organizations strug-
gled to deliver crucial food supplies and 
provide medical care to the victims. 

Thousands of families living in the 
slums that have sprung up here over the 
past four decades had no choice but to 
hide inside their homes, unable to fetch 
food or water - and, with many houses 
made of sheet metal, dozens of residents 
fell victim to stray bullets. “At least 89 
people were killed and 16 others are miss-
ing” in the past week’s violence, the 
National Human Rights Defense Network 
said in a statement, adding that another 74 
people sustained gunshot or knife wounds. 

Mumuza Muhindo, head of the local mis-
sion of Doctors Without Borders, on 
Wednesday urged all combatants to allow 
medics to safely access Brooklyn, an area of 
Cite Soleil most affected by the violence. 
Despite the danger, Muhindo said his group 

has operated on an average of 15 patients a 
day since last Friday. He said his colleagues 
have seen burned and rotting corpses along 
a road leading to the Brooklyn neighbor-
hood, possibly either gang members killed 
in the clashes or people trying to flee. “It’s a 
real battlefield,” Muhindo said. “It’s impossi-
ble to estimate how many people have been 
killed.” 

 
Fuel crisis 

Cite Soleil is home to an oil terminal that 
supplies the capital and all of northern Haiti, 
so the clashes have had a devastating effect 
on the region’s economy and people’s daily 
lives. Gas stations in Port-au-Prince don’t 
have any gas to sell, causing prices on the 
black market to skyrocket. Outraged, motor-
cycle cab drivers built barricades on some 
of the city’s main roads on Wednesday, and 

residents were only able to make short trips 
by motorcycle within their neighborhoods, 
according to AFP journalists on the scene. 

That further complicates their already 
dangerous situation: for the past several 
years, Haiti has seen a wave of mass kidnap-
pings, as gangs snatch people of all walks of 
life, including foreigners, off the streets. 
Emboldened by police inaction, gangs have 

become increasingly brazen in recent 
weeks. At least 155 kidnappings took 
place in the month of June, compared to 
118 in May, according to a report 
released by the Center for Analysis and 
Research in Human Rights released 
Wednesday. 

 
‘Increase in hunger’  

The crushing poverty and wide-
spread violence is causing many Haitians 
to flee to the Dominican Republic, with 
which Haiti shares a border, or to the 
United States. With no money and no 

visas, many of them risk their lives by 
boarding makeshift boats in the hopes of 
reaching Florida. 

Many end up in Cuba or the Bahamas, or 
are stopped at sea by American authorities 
and returned home. More than 1,200 
undocumented migrants were sent back to 
Haiti in the month of June alone, according 
to government figures. When they return, 
they have to face the poverty they tried to 
escape and annual inflation of 20 percent, 

with economists warning that that it could 
spike further to 30 percent because of the 
global reverberations of Russia’s war in 
Ukraine. 

“We are seeing a significant increase in 
hunger in the capital and in the south of the 
country, with Port-au-Prince hit the hard-
est,” Jean-Martin Bauer, director of the 
World Food Program, said on Tuesday. 

Nearly half Haiti’s 11 million residents 
already face food shortages, including 1.3 
million who are facing a humanitarian emer-
gency, which precedes famine, according to 
UN calculations. But the violence interferes 
with efforts to help them also: already the 
WFP, trying to bypass areas of Port-au-
Prince, seeks to deliver aid to the south and 
north of the country by air and sea. — AFP 

89 die in Haiti gang violence  
as country slides into chaos

Soaring prices, fuel shortages accelerate a brutal downward spiral 

“It’s a real  
battlefield” 

ALTENAHR: Germany on Thursday paid 
tribute to more than 180 people killed in 
severe floods a year ago, as concerns mount 
over climate change and the country looks to 
overhaul its planning for future disasters. 
President Frank-Walter Steinmeier embarked 
on a tour of the stricken Ahr valley, while 
Chancellor Olaf Scholz was to attend a 
memorial ceremony in the hard-hit town of 
Bad Neuenahr-Ahrweiler. 

A series of events are also planned in 
neighbouring Belgium, where 39 people were 
killed in the deluge. “I came here again on this 
anniversary of the flood’s horror to show that 
we haven’t forgotten the people of the Ahr 
valley,” Steinmeier said. “We know how many 
are still struggling to rebuild their homes.” 

Severe floods pummelled parts of the 
German Rhineland over two days in July last 
year, ripping through entire towns and vil-
lages and destroying bridges, roads, railways 
and swathes of housing. Between 100 and 
150 millimeters (four and six inches) of rain 
fell between July 14 and 15, according to the 
German weather service-an amount that 
would normally be seen over two months. 

Forecasters had issued warnings, yet many 
residents were simply unaware of the risks of 
such violent flooding, with dozens found dead 
in their cellars. The disaster prompted criti-

cism of Germany’s flood warning system and 
a criminal inquiry was opened into local offi-
cials for “negligent homicide”. The govern-
ment has since pledged to introduce phone 
alerts in the form of “cell broadcasting” and 
to reinstall sirens, many of which have been 
taken down in recent years. 

Introducing a new disaster management 
plan on Wednesday, Interior Minister Nancy 
Faeser admitted there had been “major fail-
ures over the past years and decades”. The 
government is planning a new annual civil 
protection day from 2023 to raise aware-
ness of how to respond in a disaster and 
“make our country more crisis-proof”, 
Faeser said. The disaster also raised con-
cerns about climate change, with one inter-
national study showing that man-made 
global warming had made the floods up to 
nine times more likely. — AFP 

Flood ’versary 
prompts sadness, 
soul-searching 
in Germany

AHRWEILER: German President Frank-Walter Steinmeier (3rd left) and Rhineland-
Palatinate’s State Premier Malu Dreyer (5th left) are pictured during a visit at the 
rebuilt wine tavern, Weineck Altenahr, in Altenahr on July 14, 2022. — AFP 

Gang violence displaces thousands in Haiti.

‘Smile or risk fine’,  
Philippine mayor...
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the Mother General Emeritus of the Institute of the 

Daughters of Mary Help of Christians, a missionary 
congregation. 

In another first, in 2019, Francis appointed 
Reungoat and another six women to the Congregation 
for the Institutes of Consecrated Life and the Societies 

of Apostolic Life, which is responsible for religious 
orders and congregations of both sexes. Members had 
previously included only men - cardinals, bishops and 
priests. Laywoman Zervino from Argentina is the pres-
ident of the World Union of Catholic Women’s 
Organizations. Members of the Dicastery for Bishops 
weigh in on potential candidates for bishops and pro-
vide recommendations for the pope. 

In a statement, the Women’s Ordination 
Conference (WOC) said it welcomed Francis’ move, 
while cautioning that appointing more women to 
Vatican posts “cannot alone address the injustices 
women face in the church”, citing “a culture of cleri-
calism and sexism”. — AFP 

In first, Pope  
names women...
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“Even when we have electricity, it’s very weak-

just enough to keep the lights on,” said Aguil, who 
works for a group clearing unexploded ordnance. 
The electricity crisis is just the latest trial for 
Libyans after a decade of insecurity, fuel shortages, 
crumbling infrastructure and economic woes since 
a 2011 NATO-backed uprising toppled and killed 
dictator Muammar Gaddafi. 

One of the walls of Aguil’s house is riddled with 
bullet holes, bearing witness to the violence that 
has repeatedly ravaged the North African country. 
“We have trouble with everything: the health sec-
tor, education, the roads are terrible,” he said. “We 
have nothing.” Under Gaddafi, Libya boasted a 
generous welfare state financed by oil revenues. 
But that too has fallen victim to the country’s con-
flict and division, with fuel squandered, infrastruc-
ture damaged or dilapidated, and crippling oil-
facility blockades. 

Many of Libya’s seven million people have 
turned to unreliable, gas-guzzling and polluting 
generators for electricity. More dependable models 

cost those who can afford them around $5,000. 
“Thanks to our government,” Aguil said bitterly. 
The Tripoli-based authorities have sought to quell 
public anger over the power outages, admitting 
they had underestimated the problem. Interim 
prime minister Abdulhamid Dbeibah said three 
power stations were to open this month, two in the 
west and one in the east. 

Dbeibah leads a western-based administration, 
while former interior minister Fathi Bashagha 
draws support from the eastern Tobruk-based 
parliament and military strongman Khalifa Haftar. 
Supporters of the eastern camp have restricted 
production at key oil facilities in recent months to 
pressure Dbeibah to transfer power to Bashagha. 
The blockade has also reduced the amount of fuel 
available for power stations, exacerbating elec-
tricity shortages. 

Sitting with his severely disabled son in 
Benghazi, the cradle of Libya’s 2011 uprising 
against Gaddafi’s 42-year rule, Ahmed Hejjaji said 
he feels helpless. His four-year-old’s medical equip-
ment needs electricity, and the power cuts are 
wreaking havoc with his treatment. The authorities 
“must guarantee us access to electricity” the 42-
year-old father said. Hejjaji said the daily chal-
lenges are never-ending. Before the Muslim Eid Al-
Ahda celebration, he said, “I went to the bank early 
to take out money, but I waited in the queue until 3 
pm. “Why? Because the state is absent.” — AFP 

Libyans at  
boiling point...

KINSHASA: At dawn in a working-class 
district of Kinshasa, a driver slows to a halt 
and hands a fistful of small bills to a traffic 
cop. The sight is common in the Democratic 
Republic of Congo’s bustling capital, where 
ill-paid officers are notorious for shaking 
down commuters. But unlike some of her 
less scrupulous colleagues, police officer 
Cecile Bakindo had solicited no money. The 
driver had simply stopped to give her a tip 
for doing her job. 

“People like me a lot,” said Bakindo, 
wearing a beret, white gloves and a fluores-
cent orange vest over her navy-blue uni-
form. “They give me lots of presents.” Traffic 
cops in the megacity of 15 million have an 
entrenched image for corruption. It’s not 
uncommon for them to leap inside a car to 
accuse the driver of an imaginary infraction 
and snatch the key in the hope of extracting 
payment. Police are even known to rip off 
license plates during traffic stops. 

Public disillusionment with the force is 
deep enough that a practice has developed 

that, elsewhere in the world, may seem par-
adoxical: people give money to police who 
are straight. In Kinshasa, honest traffic 
cops are city institutions - word of their 
integrity swiftly spreads through conversa-
tions or on social media, and many reap 
rewards in tips as a result. After Bakindo 
mounts a platform in the middle of her 
busy intersection, she smiles as she directs 
swarms of motorbikes and decrepit collec-
tive taxis to their destinations. 

Another motorist slows down to offer 
her money in the space of a few minutes. 
Locals, long accustomed to police harass-
ment, said they appreciate her commit-
ment to work and her honesty. “She is 
really super,” said Patient Kanuf, a 32-
year-old motorbike-taxi driver refuelling 
near Bakindo’s intersection. “She has a 
heart of love.” 

At another intersection in the city cen-
tre, a tall and soft-spoken police captain 
with heavy black spectacles has also 
become a local celebrity for incorruptibility. 
Jean-Pierre Beya, 64, has stood under the 
sun at the same junction for about 15 years, 
smiling genially at commuters as they crawl 
past in late-afternoon traffic. Drivers who 
surge dangerously across the intersection 
earn a finger-wag and a stern talking-to. 

Isaac Woto, a nearby taxi driver, said 
that both Beya and Bakindo are known 
across Kinshasa. “They’re serious” about 

their jobs, said the 45-year-old. “The oth-
ers, they’re just looking for money.” 
Corruption is an engrained problem in the 
DRC. A vast country the size of continental 
western Europe, it ranks a lowly 169th out 
of 180 nations in the 2021 Corruption 
Perceptions Index by the NGO 
Transparency International. 

Researchers from the University of 
Chicago, Antwerp University, the Universite 
Catholique du Congo and Congolese organ-
ization Marakuja Kivu Research delved into 
the issue of Kinshasa’s traffic cops. 

Around 80 percent of their income came 
from bribes, the team say in a study due to 
be published next week by the US-based 
National Bureau of Economic Research 
(NBER). 

Looking at more than 15,000 interac-
tions between drivers and police, the 
researchers concluded that the bribery was 
codified into a system — cops had to 
achieve a quota of kickbacks. In 2015, 
according to their calculation, bribes raised 
an average of $12,120 per month per police 
station. A traffic officer, who spoke to AFP 
on condition of anonymity, denied that 
soliciting bribes was routine, but admitted 
that there was impunity for senior police 
officers and politicians who drove danger-
ously. A spokesman for the Congolese 
national police did not respond to requests 
for comment. 

The unsolicited tips that AFP saw chang-
ing hands appeared to range from the 
equivalent of 50 US cents to a few dollars. 
Such sums can be significant in a country 
where nearly three-quarters of the popu-
lation of 90 million lives on under $1.9 a 
day, according to World Bank figures. 
Official police salaries are very low, with 
the lowest-ranked traffic cop earning 
about $100 a month, said Beya. But he 
dismissed the notion that poverty was 
what prompted some of his colleagues to 

shake drivers down. 
“We’re all on the same salary,” the cap-

tain said, as he took a break in the shade. 
“The problem is mentality,” he said. “I work 
for the republic.” Locals seemed to cherish 
Beya, offering him tips and saluting or bow-
ing as they passed by. Beya, like Bakindo, 
said accepting tips was within the rules. “It’s 
not corruption,” Beya said, explaining that 
gifts do not affect his impartiality. “If you do 
things with respect and courtesy, you’ll get 
something in return.” — AFP  

‘A heart of love’:  
Kinshasa locals  
reward honest cops

KINSHASA: Cecile Bakindo (center), a traffic police officer, discusses with her col-
leagues about a piece of car license plate left behind by a car driver while evading 
document control in Kinshasa, Democratic Republic of Congo.— AFP  


