
Friday, July 15, 2022

7
I n t e r n a t i o n a l

Established 1961 

MANILA : Less than a year after winning the
Nobel Peace Prize for her efforts to protect free
speech, Philippine journalist Maria Ressa is fight-
ing to stay out of jail while her news site Rappler
faces possible closure. But the spirited veteran
reporter-a vocal critic of former president Rodrigo
Duterte and his deadly drug war-refuses to be
cowed into silence.

“This is a newsroom that’s been under attack for
six years and we’ve prepared ourselves,” Ressa, 58,
told AFP this week at Rappler’s office in suburban
Manila. “We will not voluntarily give up our rights.”
Rappler, which Ressa co-founded a decade ago,
had to battle for survival under Duterte as his gov-
ernment accused it of violating a constitutional ban
on foreign ownership, as well as tax evasion.

Days before Duterte’s term ended on June 30,
the company received a shutdown order from the
Philippine Securities and Exchange Commission
(SEC). Less than two weeks later, Ressa lost an
appeal against a 2020 conviction for cyber libel,
putting her one step closer to serving up to nearly
seven years behind bars.

Drawing on decades of experience working as a
journalist across Asia, including in conflict zones,
Ressa said she had to be “ready for anything”. “This
is something I do as a person, whatever it is I’m
most afraid of, I think about the worst-case scenario
and then I plan it out,” said the former CNN corre-
spondent, who is on bail. Ressa is facing seven court
cases, including the cyber libel conviction, while
Rappler faces eight.

Their lawyers describe the cases as “state-spon-
sored legal harassment”. Trouble for Ressa and
Rappler started in 2016 when Duterte came to pow-
er and launched a drug war in which more than
6,200 people died in police anti-narcotics opera-
tions, official data show. Rights groups estimate
tens of thousands were killed. Rappler was among

the domestic and foreign media outlets that pub-
lished shocking images of the killings and ques-
tioned the crackdown’s legal basis.

Local broadcaster ABS-CBN-also critical of
Duterte-lost its free-to-air licence, while Ressa and
Rappler endured what press freedom advocates say
was a grinding series of criminal charges, probes
and online attacks. Duterte’s government said previ-
ously it had nothing to do with any of the cases
against Ressa. After the SEC shutdown order, Ressa
said the online harassment increased “exponential-
ly” and has continued since the son and namesake
of former Philippine dictator Ferdinand Marcos
succeeded Duterte. “This was the largest spike for
sure. It hasn’t stopped, it’s been pretty much non-
stop,” said Ressa. “The attacks are always connect-
ed to a defence of the Marcos administration.”

‘Make or break’ 
Ressa became a journalist in 1986, the same year

that the elder Marcos was ousted in a popular revolt
and his family chased into exile in the United States.
Ferdinand Marcos Jr won the May 9 presidential
polls by a landslide, completing a remarkable come-
back for the clan, helped by relentless online white-
washing of their past and powerful alliances with
rival elite families.

Ressa said she was hopeful Marcos Jr would rule
differently to his father, who presided over human
rights abuses, corruption and the shuttering of inde-
pendent media. But the pattern in the past three
weeks, including the social media attacks, “bodes ill
for press freedom and for Filipino journalists”, she
said. “It hasn’t been magnanimity in victory,” said
Ressa. “This is not one or two people not being
nice-these are concerted information operations.”
Some of her colleagues at Rappler, where the aver-
age age of staff, including reporters, is about 25,
have also been targeted.

As Ressa and the company fight to have the SEC
and cyber libel decisions overturned, their future is
uncertain. She had hoped that winning the Nobel
Peace Prize in October, which she shared with
Russian journalist Dmitry Muratov, would shield her
and other journalists in the Philippines.

While Marcos Jr has given few clues about his
views on Rappler and the broader issue of freedom
of speech, activists fear he could make the situation
worse. Ressa said the outcome of the cases against
her and Rappler could have broader implications
for Filipinos and their rights.

She points to the controversial cyber libel law,
which she has been accused of violating. It was
introduced in 2012 and applied to an article pub-
lished by Rappler months before the law took effect.
“This is make or break,” Ressa said. “What’s at stake
goes beyond my freedom or Rappler. It really will
determine where this country will go.” —AFP
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Swedish court gives 
Iran ex-official life in 
jail over 1988 purge
STOCKHOLM: A Swedish court on Thursday handed a
life sentence to former Iranian prison official Hamid
Noury for crimes committed during a 1988 purge of
dissidents, in the first trial related to the mass execu-
tions. Noury, 61, was convicted of a “serious crime
against international law” and “murder”, the Stockholm
district court said in a statement. “The sentence is life
imprisonment.”

According to the court, Noury was an assistant prose-
cutor in a prison near Tehran at the time of the events.
“The investigation has shown that the accused, jointly and
in collusion with others, participated in the commission of
the criminal acts,” the court said. “He has, under an alias
and in the role of assistant to the deputy prosecutor,
retrieved prisoners, brought them to the committee and
escorted them to the execution site.”

The proceedings, which have been running since
August 2021, have strained relations between Sweden and
Iran, raising concerns about reprisals against Western
prisoners held by the Islamic regime. Two Swedish-
Iranian citizens are on death row. The case related to the
killing of at least 5,000 prisoners across Iran, allegedly
ordered by supreme leader Ayatollah Khomeini. The
killings were revenge for attacks carried out by exiled
opposition group the People’s Mujahedin of Iran (MEK)
at the end of the Iran-Iraq war of 1980-88.

‘Death committees’ 
Throughout the nine months of hearings, Noury,

often theatrical and smiling, rejected the testimony of
former detainees. He argued that he was on leave during
the period in question, and said he worked in another

prison. Noury denounced the accusations as a plot by
the MEK to discredit the regime in Tehran.

“I hope these hands will be cleared... with the help of
God,” Noury told the court on the last day of hearings
on May 4, his palms raised to the sky and holding a
Quran. Among the dozens called to the stand, several
witnesses said they had recognized him instantly.
“When I was in the death corridor... I had the chance to
see him and I witnessed that whenever they read some
people’s names he followed them towards the death

chamber,” one of the plaintiffs, Reza Falahi, told AFP.
Noury was arrested at a Stockholm airport in

November 2019 after Iranian dissidents in Sweden filed
police complaints against him. During the trial, which
briefly relocated to Albania to hear some testimony at the
end of 2021, MEK supporters have protested loudly out-
side the Stockholm courthouse, and as the verdict was
announced on Thursday a few hundred had gathered out-
side. “We swear on the memory of those massacred, we
will stay until the end,” protesters chanted. —AFP

MANILA: Philippines: In this photo taken on July 12, 2022,
Maria Ressa speaks during an interview with AFP at
Rappler’s office in Pasig, Metro Manila. —AFP

STOCKHOLM: People react outside Stockholm District Court in Stockholm, Sweden, on July 14, 2022, after the life sen-
tence of the war crime trial against Hamid Noury. —AFP

Japan to hold state 
funeral for ex-PM 
Abe this year
TOKYO: Japan will hold a state funeral for assassinat-
ed former premier Shinzo Abe this autumn, Prime
Minister Fumio Kishida said Thursday, following an
outpouring of shocked condolences from world lead-
ers. Abe, Japan’s best-known politician and longest-
serving prime minister, was shot dead in broad day-
light while campaigning on Friday ahead of upper
house elections.

A private funeral was held for family and close
associates this week at a Tokyo temple, but a state
funeral will also take place to show that “Japan will
not give in to violence and is determined to protect
democracy”, Kishida said. Abe “was held in very high
esteem by the international community, including for-
eign leaders,” he told reporters, and “mourning mes-
sages have poured in from home and abroad.” “In light

of this, we will hold a state funeral for former prime
minister Abe in the autumn.”

The 67-year-old Abe held office for nearly nine
years in total until resigning in 2020 for health rea-
sons. His long time in power, support of reconstruction
after the 2011 tsunami and nuclear disaster, and
“efforts towards diplomacy led by strong Japan-US
relations” will be honored at the event, Kishida said.
According to local media, it will be the second state
funeral held in post-war Japan for a former prime min-
ister, following the public memorial for Shigeru
Yoshida in 1967.

The murder suspect, 41-year-old Tetsuya
Yamagami, is in custody and has told police he target-
ed Abe because he believed the politician was linked
to an organization he resented. Yamagami reportedly
told investigators that his mother’s large donations to
the group had caused hardship to his family. The
Unification Church, a religious movement founded in
Korea, has said that Yamagami’s mother was a mem-
ber, without commenting on any donations she may
have made.

On Thursday, Kishida also advised vigilance as
Covid-19 cases rise in Japan, but did not announce
any fresh restrictions. He said he had instructed up to

nine nuclear plants to resume operations to help
counter energy shortages this winter, fuelled by the
war in Ukraine. But such a move remains controversial
after the 2011 Fukushima disaster, and the government
cannot force the facilities to restart. Kishida pledged
Thursday that authorities would put “safety first” and
“listen to local residents”. —AFP

TOKYO: Japan’s Prime Minister Fumio Kishida speaks dur-
ing a press conference in Tokyo on July 14, 2022. —AFP

Fugitive Hong Kong 
protester captured
HONG KONG: A young man shot by Hong Kong police dur-
ing democracy protests appeared in court on Thursday after
spending more than a year in hiding, often in grim conditions
controlled by people smugglers, police announced. Tsang
Chi-kin, 21, was shot in the chest as he and a group of pro-
testers attacked police officers in October 2019, the first
person struck with a live round during the months of huge
and sometimes violent protests that rocked the city. He sur-
vived his injuries and was later charged with rioting and

assaulting police but skipped bail in late 2020 and van-
ished. He resurfaced in police custody on Thursday with
Beijing-aligned media reporting that officers swooped on
Tsang and three others as they attempted to flee to Taiwan
by speedboat. Hong Kong’s national security police
declined to comment on whether the group planned to flee
to Taiwan.

But at a briefing on Thursday they detailed how the four -
aged between 16 and 24 - had previously tried and failed to
claim asylum at the United States consulate and then spent
more than a year in hiding at the whim of a smuggling net-
work. Senior superintendent Steve Li said Tsang and his
companions were desperate, near broke, “skinny and deject-
ed” when officers detained them on Wednesday. Li said
members of a social media channel had promised to aid

Tsang and the others in exchange for money, initially push-
ing the failed US consulate asylum but the group was turned
away. The channel members then allegedly hid Tsang and the
others in a windowless industrial building with “very poor
conditions” and when they switched hiding places they put
the fugitives into sealed cardboard boxes during transport.
“Psychologically it was very bad, they felt like they were
sold into indentured servitude,” Li said.

Tsang and the others paid up to a total of
HK$400,000 ($51,000) in smuggling fees and they were
told to shoot fundraising videos — all for nothing in
return, according to police. Police said they arrested a 34-
year-old warehouse worker who assisted the smugglers
and are tracking around 10 other suspects who have fled
overseas, including to the United Kingdom. —AFP

‘Terrorism has no 
nationality, ethnicity 
nor religion’
By Mevlut Cavusoglu, 
Minister of Foreign Affairs 
of the Republic of Turkiye

On the evening of
July 15, 2016, the
“ F e t h u l l a h i s t

Terrorist Organization”
(FETO) launched a bloody
coup attempt against the
people and the govern-
ment of my country. Their aim was to establish a
radical, fundamentalist regime, loyal only to their
ringleader Fetullah Gulen.

As FETO affiliated army units left their bar-
racks to occupy key locations, such as the
Bosphorus Bridge in Istanbul and fighter jets and
attack helicopters bombed strategic targets
including the Parliament, Presidential compound,
army and police headquarters; thousands of civil-
ians took to the streets to stop this unprecedent-
ed heinous coup attempt. The plotters killed 251
innocent civilians and left thousands injured. On
that night the Turkish people defended democra-
cy with their lives. This heroic response was
something the conspirators did not foresee.

To understand what transpired, one has to
understand the true nature of FETO. FETO was
established in the late 1960’s as a so-called “reli-
gious movement”. In the guise of promoting edu-
cation and inter-religious dialogue, it managed to
cover its malign intentions. 

The well-planned and wide-spread infiltration
by FETO members and converts into the army,
law enforcement, judiciary and numerous govern-
ment institutions, including my Ministry, was car-
ried out for decades clandestinely for an overar-
ching plan, of which the final phase was
unleashed on July 15, 2016.

Had the coup attempt succeeded, there would
have been a very different Turkiye today.
Democracy would not have existed and funda-
mental rights and freedoms would have been sus-
pended indefinitely. The nation would have fallen
in the hands of an extremist government.

FETO not only controlled a significant por-
tion of educational institutions, but also owned
numerous financial institutions. Their bank
accounts were fed by prominent FETO mem-
bers in industry and commerce, as well as by
officials and members of the public. Many inno-
cent civilians were also lured into contributing
to FETO’s finances as their piety was manipu-
lated. The enormous income driven from their
schools around the globe was channeled into
these accounts clandestinely waiting for their
ultimate move.

Following the bloody coup attempt of July 15,
2016, a resolute cleansing of the public sector,
including government institutions and the mili-
tary, as well as of the private sector from all
FETO affiliated persons and companies was ini-
tiated. Some prominent conspirators have been
apprehended. Others escaped justice and found
refuge in foreign countries. The head of the
FETO terrorist organization, Fethullah Gulen, still
resides in the United States. Our government has
been requesting the extradition of Gulen to
Turkiye from the United States as well as that of
FETO members from European countries for
years. Unfortunately, these requests have not
been fulfilled yet. 

On the other hand, elsewhere in the world, an
increasing number of governments understand
the danger this terrorist organization also poses
to them and are taking the necessary steps. FETO
is also engaged in illegal activities such as visa
fraud, money laundering and arms trafficking.
Consequently, FETO members are being cleared
from public and private sectors in many coun-
tries. Many schools affiliated with this terrorist
organization abroad have been transferred to the
Turkish Maarif Foundation after 2016. Today,
Maarif Schools are functioning in many countries
and areproviding excellent education worldwide.

The nature and scope of Turkiye’s fight
against FETO is no different than that exercised
by other countries against organizations which
had terrorized officials and civilians alike, and
endangered democratic values, fundamental
rights and freedoms. Turkiye is doing what the
respective countries in their fight against terror-
ism have done in the past. All procedures are in
compliance with law.

Terrorism does not have a nationality, ethnici-
ty or religion. This menace threatens humanity as
a whole. Therefore, the response to this threat
must be united and determined. No state has the
luxury to differentiate between terrorists and no
terrorist organization can be classified as “use-
ful” according to preferences. FETO is responsi-
ble for the loss of hundreds of lives as well as
other grave crimes against the Turkish people.
Six years after July 15, 2016, Turkiye continues
its resolute fight against FETO, just as it contin-
ues its fight against other terrorist organizations
such as the PKK, PYD-YPG, DHKP-C and
DAESH. We expect the international community
to stand in solidarity with Turkiye in the fight
against terrorism.


