
PRAGUE: The European Commission is expected next
week to ask EU countries to reduce heating and cool-
ing of public buildings and offices to cut demand for
gas, according to a document seen by AFP. In order to
better to withstand the drastic fall in Russian gas sup-
plies, which could be cut off altogether, the commission
is expected to urge governments across the 27-nation
bloc to set limits on the amount of energy used by pub-
lic buildings, offices, commercial properties and out-
door terraces.

For optimal energy use, it will recommend the rules
require that public buildings be heated to no more than
19 degrees Celsius (66 degrees Fahrenheit) and cooled
by air conditioning units set no lower than 25ºC (77ºF).
“Energy saved during the summer is energy that can be
used in winter,” the commission points out in the docu-
ment. Energy experts say lowering the thermostat by
one degree could cut a building’s heating bill by about
10 percent. Air conditioning units generally struggle
and fail to cool a room below 20ºC so they waste ener-
gy trying.

The recommendation is part of a series of measures
Brussels is investigating to cut the EU’s gas consump-
tion by 25 to 60 billion cubic meters (880 to 2,120 bil-
lion cubic feet) per year. The EU imported around 140
bcm of gas by pipeline from Russia last year, according
to the International Energy Agency. “Acting now could
reduce the impact of a sudden supply disruption by
one third,” says the document, which is due to be pub-
lished on July 20 and could be modified in the interim.

It calculates that 11 billion cubic metres of gas could
be directly saved from reducing excessive heating and

cooling, and between four and 40 bcm via reduced
electricity demand. Another 10-11 bcm could be saved
from use by industries, which have already slowed pro-
duction due to soaring prices. The document urges EU
governments, where this is “technically feasible and
enforceable” to introduce binding limits on heating and
cooling in “public buildings, offices, commercial build-
ings (in particular large buildings) ... and open spaces
like outdoor terraces”.

“The role of public authorities in leading by example
and as an important gas consumer - 30 percent of the
energy consumption-is key in this regard,” the docu-
ment states. The commission says that during the “gas
winter”-October to March-”large savings can be
achieved by deploying alternative heat sources for dis-
trict heating, heat pumps in households” and energy
saving campaigns urging the public to turn their ther-
mostats down by one degree Celsius this winter.

But such “protected” energy customers-under EU
legislation that means households, district heating that
cannot switch to other fuels and certain essential social
services-represent just 37 percent of total EU gas con-
sumption. And simulations show these customers would
be the last to be seriously affected by large-scale
Russian gas disruptions, the commission says. It is
therefore concentrating most of its efforts on power
stations and industry, which use huge amounts of gas.

“Abrupt cuts could damage specific branches of
those industries which have little room to switch to oth-
er fuels-because gas is being used as feedstock for
industrial processes-or to reduce production without
heavy damage,” the commission warns. “It would be

significantly less costly to moderately reduce natural
gas demand for a longer period of time, starting earlier,
than having to drastically curtail demand suddenly and
without proper preparation,” it explains.

By way of encouragement, Brussels urges EU gov-
ernments to set up “auction systems”, perhaps involv-
ing several countries, to compensate industrial con-
sumers who agree to reduce their gas consumption. If

there is a total cut in Russian gas supply from July
onwards, EU states might only be able to replenish 65-
71 percent of their gas reserves percent before winter,
the commission said, quoting forecasts by European
gas transmission system operators (ENTSOG). The
commission’s energy saving proposals are due to be
discussed by EU energy ministers at a meeting in
Brussels on July 26.—AFP 
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EU to seek cuts in heating and 
cooling of buildings to save gas

Drastic fall in Russian gas supplies

NEURATH: Wind turbines operated by Germany energie supplier RWE are pictured near Neurath, western Germany. In
response to a squeeze of Russian gas supplies, Germany has reactivated mothballed coal power plants to take the
burden off gas. — AFP 

ENGLAND: A picture taken on February 18, 2019 shows an aircraft of the Scandinavian airline (SAS) parked on the tar-
mac at the airport of Manchester in England. — AFP

SAS says pilot 
strike threatens 
survival of airline
STOCKHOLM: The pilots’ strike at Scandinavian air-
line SAS is costing between $9.0 and $12 million a day
and threatens the survival of the already financially
troubled company, SAS said on Thursday.

The stoppage, which is now in its tenth day, has
already cost roughly 1.0 to 1.3 billion Swedish kronor
($94 million to $123 million), the company said.
Negotiations between unions and management have
so far failed to produce a solution.

The airline said more than 2,500 flights have had to
be cancelled already, affecting 270,000 passengers.
SAS announced it was filing for Chapter 11 bankruptcy
protection in the United States on July 5, the day after
nearly 1,000 of its pilots walked off the job.

“The strike is putting the success of the Chapter 11
process and, ultimately, the survival of the company at
stake,” SAS chief executive Anko van der Werff said.
The CEO said the strike also “has a severe impact on
our possibilities to succeed with SAS Forward”, the
cost-saving programme launched by the ailing compa-
ny in February.

SAS, which employs nearly 7,000 people, mainly in
Denmark, Norway and Sweden, is seeking to raise
about 9.5 billion kronor in fresh capital. The airline
said it “had sufficient liquidity to meet its business
obligations in the near term without accessing new
forms of capital” but warned cash reserves “will erode
very quickly in the face of a continuing pilot strike”.

The pilots walked out last week after negotiations
broke down. They are protesting against salary cuts
demanded by management as part of a restructuring
plan aimed at ensuring the survival of the company,
and the firm’s decision not to re-hire pilots laid off
during the COVID-19 pandemic.

The summer is shaping up to be difficult overall for
European airlines and airports, who are faced with

staff shortages that is affecting air traffic. After wide-
spread job losses linked to COVID-19, airlines and air-
ports are struggling to recruit new staff in many coun-
tries. — AFP

New chief at Libya’s 
key oil firm, US warns 
against confrontation
TRIPOLI: A new chief took office at Libya’s
National Oil Corporation on Thursday in place of
veteran technocrat Mustafa Sanalla, prompting the
United States to warn against any “armed con-
frontation” over the vital sector. Oil is often at the
heart of political rivalries in Libya, which has two
governments, one in Tripoli led by Abdulhamid
Dbeibah, appointed last year as part of a United
Nations-backed peace process aimed to end more
than a decade of violence in the North African
country.

Dbeibah appointed former central banker Farhat
Bengdara to replace Sanalla as NOC head, in a
decree made public on Wednesday. In a defiant
video message, Sanalla told Dbeibah that “this insti-
tution belongs to the Libyan people, not to you or
the Dbeibah family” adding that “the mandate of
your government has expired”. On Thursday morn-
ing, Bengdara took up office.

“It’s vitally important under the current condi-
tions that Libya regains its oil and gas export
capacity as quickly as possible,” Bengdara told
reporters in Tripoli. “The oil sector has fallen prey
to political struggles, but we will work to prevent
political interference in the sector,” he added.

‘Vital’ to stability 
The dispute comes three months into a blockade

of key eastern oil facilities which has slashed Libya’s
output, even as global oil markets are rattled by the
war in Ukraine. That has put pressure on consumer
nations’ governments including the US administra-
tion of President Joe Biden to persuade other pro-
ducers to ramp up output. Libya is sitting on
Africa’s biggest proven crude reserves.

The US embassy said it was following the devel-
opments “with deep concern”, saying the NOC was
“vital” to Libya’s “stability and prosperity”. It also
praised Sanalla, who has led the body since 2014
and has survived several attempts by Dbeibah’s oil
minister Mohammed Aoun to oust him.

US Ambassador Richard Norland, who has been
working on a mechanism to manage the highly dis-
puted revenues from Libya’s crude sales, said the
NOC had “remained politically independent and
technically competent” under Sanalla.

“The reported replacement of the NOC board
may be contested in court but must not become the
subject of armed confrontation,” Norland added.
Unlike many other Libyan state bodies, the NOC

has largely managed to remain neutral despite vio-
lence since the 2011 toppling of dictator Moamer
Kadhafi in a NATO-backed rebellion.

But control of oil production and revenues has
often fuelled political tensions, which have ticked up
in recent months after the country’s eastern-based
parliament appointed a rival administration, led by
former interior minister Fathi Bashagha, and backed
by military strongman Khalifa Haftar. Dbeibah has
refused to cede power before elections, and
Bashagha has so far failed to take office in Tripoli.
However, Dbeibah’s move to replace Sanalla with
Bengdara, a Kadhafi-era central banker rumoured
to have close links to Haftar and the United Arab
Emirates, has triggered speculation of a deal with
the military strongman that would allow Dbeibah to
stay in power.

Bengdara insisted Thursday that he had been
picked for the job “because I’m a non-partisan man
and not linked to any one side, and because I can
travel anywhere in Libya.” But Sanalla, who has
skillfully mediated disputes to keep Libya’s crude
flowing and positioned himself as an interlocutor
with foreign powers and oil firms, accused the UAE
of involvement in his sacking. War-battered Libya
suffers chronic power outages and rising poverty.
This has fuelled public anger that has piled pressure
on political elites in both east and west. On
Wednesday the NOC said it was lifting a force
majeure at two eastern export terminals. They had
been blockaded for three months by groups
demanding Dbeibah’s departure. — AFP

Macron: France 
to do without 
Russian gas
PARIS: President Emmanuel Macron said Thursday
that France aims to manage without Russian gas as
soon as possible with no early end to the war in
Ukraine in sight. Accusing Moscow of using energy
deliveries to the West as “a weapon of war”,
Macron said in a TV interview that France was
already diversifying the sources of its energy sup-
plies, and building stocks ahead of next winter.

“Russia has already started to cut off gas sup-
plies” by closing the Nordstream 1 pipeline, he told
the TF1 channel, referring to Russia’s interruption of
supplies which it said was for maintenance reasons.

“That’s a very clear message: It will use gas as a
weapon of war,” he said. “We will need do without
Russian gas completely.” France is estimated to
receive less than 20 percent of its total gas imports
from Russia.

Transitioning away from Russian energy meant
that “the summer and the start of the autumn will

probably be very tough”, Macron warned. Even in
the event of prolonged conflict in Ukraine, Macron
said that France would continue to help Kyiv defend
itself against Moscow while also sticking with sanc-
tions against Russia.

“We want to stop this war without going to war
ourselves,” he said. France was boosting gas sup-
plies from Norway, Qatar, Algeria and the United
States, Macron said, and building up gas reserves
which will be “be near 100 percent by the autumn”.

Noting that France’s energy use had already
“diminished a little” compared to a year earlier,
Macron called on authorities, consumers and
industry to save energy and eliminate sources of
energy waste.

“We need to enter a collective logic of restraint,”
Macron said. The government would serve as an
example for private-sector actors “by making sure
that we consume less energy”. He said “this restraint
will require solidarity from our fellow citizens”.

Using less energy was a good thing both “for
the climate and also for our energy independence”.
Macron also confirmed that France would invest
more in the nuclear energy sector, which currently
provides around 70 percent of the country’s elec-
tricity needs. “Nuclear energy is a sustainable
solution,” he said, “both for France and for other
countries”. — AFP

Kazakh president 
hits out over 
sugar crisis
NUR-SULTAN: Kazakhstan’s president on
Thursday blasted his government for its handling of
a sugar crisis as shortages and price spikes con-
tributed to chaotic scenes in supermarkets. Rising
living costs since the beginning of the coronavirus
pandemic have helped fuel unrest in Central Asia,
including in the region’s richest country, Kazakhstan,
where bloody turmoil in January left 238 people
dead. Ex-Soviet Kazakhstan has also suffered the
sharp end of export flow disruptions resulting from
Russia’s offensive in Ukraine, with key trade partner
Moscow in March banning exports of sugar and
grains. President Kassym-Jomart Tokayev called
rushes for sugar in supermarkets “a disgrace” dur-
ing a government meeting on Thursday and criti-
cised authorities for “a serious miscalculation”.

“The government urgently needs to develop a
separate project for the development of the sugar
industry,” he said. “The goal is a significant reduc-
tion in import dependence, a gradual transition to
self-sufficiency.” Tokayev also noted that the area
sown for sugar beet cultivation had fallen by a third
in the last four years. Sugar prices in the supermar-
kets of Kazakhstan’s largest city Almaty have
almost doubled since the beginning of the year,
reaching the equivalent of a dollar for a kilo (2.2-
pound) bag.—AFP

TRIPOLI: Farhat Bengdara, the new chief of Libya’s
National Oil Corporation who was appointed by the
Tripoli-based Prime Minister Abdulhamid Dbeibah, gives a
press conference outside the corporation’s headquarters
in the capital Tripoli on July 14, 2022. — AFP

Emirates rejects 
Heathrow demand 
to cut passengers
LONDON: Emirates on Thursday rejected an order
from London Heathrow for airlines to reduce passen-
ger numbers to ease summer travel chaos sparked by
staff shortages.  The airport had decided to cap the
total number of departing passengers at 100,000 per
day for two months through to September 11 — and
requested that carriers stop selling summer tickets.

“This is entirely unreasonable and unacceptable,
and we reject these demands,” Emirates said in a
statement. The cap compares with the planned peak-
season daily average of 104,000 passengers.

Heathrow’s move comes as it seeks to ease conges-
tion with demand booming after the removal of pan-

demic restrictions. Emirates described as “highly
regrettable” the airport’s short-notice order “to com-
ply with capacity cuts, of a figure that appears to be
plucked from thin air”.

“Their communications not only dictated the spe-
cific flights on which we should throw out paying pas-
sengers, but also threatened legal action for non-com-
pliance,” the airline added. Emirates operates six daily
return flights between Dubai and Heathrow, which
Thursday said it would be “disappointing if... any air-
line would want to put profit ahead (of) a safe and reli-
able passenger journey”.

British airline Virgin Atlantic meanwhile said it sup-
ported Heathrow’s policy “as long as action proposed
does not disproportionately impact home carriers at
the airport”. British Airways, which has already axed
tens of thousands of summer flights due to staff short-
ages, will remove a further six daily short-haul jour-
neys in response to the cap.

Airports and airlines are struggling to recruit staff
having slashed thousands of posts at the start of the
pandemic. — AFP


