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Ababy elephant was dramatically
rescued from a manhole in central
Thailand after his mother was

sedated to allow the operation to proceed,
wildlife officials said. The calf fell into the
drainage trough on the outskirts of the
Royal Hills golf course in Nakhon Nayok
province in the early hours of Wednesday
morning. Its distressed mother, believed
to belong to an elephant herd travelling
through the nearby jungle, stayed with the
infant as it was unable to climb out of the
steep pit.

The pair were discovered by a passing
resident, who quickly alerted wildlife offi-
cials and Khao Yai National Park authori-
ties to the pachydermʼs plight. Would-be
rescuers were initially unable to help the
baby elephant due to the presence of its

worried mother, and were forced to tran-
quilize the older creature.

Unfortunately, the mother elephant
then tumbled partially into the hole before
being pulled out-with the help of a digger-
and later revived, according to the the
Department of National Parks, Wildlife
and Plants Conservation. The calf was
eventually rescued from the pit and reunit-
ed with its mother, with park authorities
confirming the pair had safely returned to
the jungle. — AFP

UK gallery unearths
hidden Van Gogh
self-portrait

Agallery in Scotland said Thursday it
was “thrilled” to announce the dis-
covery of a previously unknown

self-portrait of Vincent Van Gogh, with his
ear intact, hidden behind another painting.
The portrait was found on the back of the
canvas of “Head of a Peasant Woman”,
an 1885 work by the Dutch post-
Impressionist, covered by layers of glue
and cardboard.

It shows a bearded sitter in a
brimmed hat with a neckerchief tied
loosely at the neck. It was completed
before Van Gogh cut off his left ear in
1888. Visitors to the National Galleries
of Scotland in Edinburgh will be able to
see it at a forthcoming exhibition, as an
X-ray image through a specially
designed lightbox.

Longer term, curators are working on
safely extracting it from the overlaying
canvas without damaging the paintings.
Lesley Stevenson, senior paintings con-
servator at the National Galleries, said
they were “thrilled to bits” at the find.

“When we saw the X-ray for the first time
of course we were hugely excited,” she
said. “This is a significant discovery
because it adds to what we already
know about Van Goghʼs life. “There is
lots to think about with regards to the
next steps, but for us it is another little
nugget to get us a little bit closer to an
incredible artist.”

Cardboard stuck on it 
Curators believe the painting, which

was only sold after his 1890 death by sui-
cide, is one of a series of experimental
self-portraits. Five similar works are dis-
played at the Van Gogh Museum in
Amsterdam, painted before he moved to
Paris in 1886. Van Gogh, who was
unknown and penniless when he died,

often painted on both sides of a canvas in
order to save money.

The main painting was gifted to the
gallery in 1960 by Edinburgh lawyer
Alexander Maitland, and depicts a local
woman from a town in the southern
Netherlands where the artist lived from
1883 to 1885. The self-portrait is believed
to have disappeared from public view in
around 1905, when it was deemed the
less finished of the two pieces and had
cardboard stuck on it before being
framed.

The uncovered work is believed to
date from the period when Van Gogh first
encountered the work of the French
impressionists. He later adopted the
expressive, colorful style that has made
his works among the most famous in the
world. The artist suffered from depression,
and cut off his ear with a razor shortly
before Christmas 1888 after suffering
from what the hospital called “acute
mania with generalized delirium”.

After spending time in an asylum, the
37-year-old Van Gogh shot himself in
the chest on July 27, 1890. He was able
to walk and find medical help, but
nobody could remove the bullet and he
died two days later from an untreated
infection. According to his brother Theo,
his last words were: “The sadness will
last forever.”—AFP 

Tough nut to
crack: UK mulls 
contraceptives
for grey squirrels

They have been the scourge of
trees and the native red squirrel
in Britain since their introduction

from the United States in the 1870s.
But government scientists are now
planning drastic action to cut the
number of grey squirrels-by lacing
their food with an oral contraceptive.
Before going that far, the Animal and
Plant Health Agency (APHA) has
been conducting trials of special
feeding boxes in woodlands of north-
ern England and Wales.

Some 70 percent of the grey
squirrel population have used the
boxes, which have a weighted gate
and keep most other animals out.
The chief scientific adviser at the
Department of Environment, Food
and Rural Affairs, Gideon Henderson,
said the trials had great potential for
the non-lethal management of grey
squirrel numbers. “It will help red
squirrels... expand back into their nat-
ural habitats as well as protecting UK
woodland and increasing biodiversi-
ty,” he added. Vanessa Fawcett, of
the Red Squirrel Survival Trust, said
research into developing an oral con-
traceptive for grey squirrels was
advanced.

“Without effective conservation
management, red squirrels could face
further local extinctions across the
UK.” No contraceptive has been used
yet in the trials, but APHA researchers
said it would be effective on both male
and female grey squirrels. There are
now 2.7 million grey squirrels in Britain
and numbers are increasing com-
pared to just 140,000 of the smaller
red squirrels. Greys compete with
reds for food and also carry the squir-
relpox virus. They are immune but
reds are not, and contracting it is
almost always fatal. High densities of
grey squirrels also threaten the health
and survival of young trees, as they
strip back bark, weakening and killing
them. Traditional culls of grey squirrels
have proved ineffective as they breed
rapidly and their numbers can recover
quickly. — AFP

Big CAT scan:
London Zoo treats
lion with earache

How do you treat an endangered 12-
year-old lion with persistent ear-
ache? Normally, the answer is: with

difficulty. But London Zoo on Monday said
they made the process easier by hiring a
CAT scanner for Bhanu the lion to find out
the cause of his repeated ear infections.
The equipment was brought in to prevent
the 180-kilogram (28-stone) Asiatic lion
having to be sedated and transported off-
site for tests.

Senior veterinary officer Taina Strike
said the zoo hit upon the intervention as
part of a long-term treatment plan for the
animal. “We first had to find out what was
causing the problem and urgently rule out
any worst-case scenarios, such as a
tumor or a deep-seated infection, which
would show up on a CAT scan immediate-
ly,” she said. “Bhanu is an important
member of the European-wide breeding
program for endangered Asiatic lions and
deserves the very best care, so we
arranged the full VIP treatment; bringing a
CAT scanner to a big cat for the first time,
so we could see deeper into his ear with-
out him needing to travel.”

Bhanu was sedated in his den then
taken to the scanner on the back of a
flatbed truck. Six members of staff then
maneuvered him into position on the
scanner. Specialists from around the
world dialled in to diagnose the problem,
which was found to be a very narrow left
ear canal prone to blockages and infec-
tions. “Just like your pet cat at home, big
cats can naturally get ear infections too,
which are normally treated with ear
drops,” said Strike. While he was under
anesthetic, vets gave the big catʼs ear a
thorough clean before he was deposited
back in his den.— AFP 

This handout photo shows an infant elephant scrambling to get out of a hole it had fallen into in
Nakhon Nayok province in central Thailand. 

This handout photo shows an adult elephant with its head in a hole, during a rescue operation to
recover an infant elephant that had fallen into the hole, in Nakhon Nayok province in central
Thailand. 

This handout photo shows an adult and
infant elephant walking together, following
a rescue operation to recover the younger
elephant after it fell into a hole, in Nakhon

Nayok province in central Thailand. 

A handout picture released by the National Galleries of Scotland shows senior conservator
Lesley Stevenson viewing “Head of a Peasant Woman” alongside an X-ray image of a hidden
self-portrait of Dutch painter Vincent Van Gogh in Edinburgh.— AFP 

This handout photo shows an adult elephant being lifted away from a hole,
during a rescue operation to recover an infant elephant that had fallen into
the hole, in Nakhon Nayok province in central Thailand. — AFP photos


