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Djokovic inaugurates courts at 
controversial Bosnia ‘pyramids’

A message of peace, sport, future and health
VISOKO: Recently-crowned Wimbledon champion
Novak Djokovic on Wednesday inaugurated tennis
courts at a ‘pyramid park’ in Bosnia that he regu-
larly visits to recharge his batteries. The tennis
star, known for his new-age spiritual interests, is
fond of the hill town of Visoko, where thousands
flock every year to what some believe are an
ancient man-made pyramid complex with healing
powers-a claim rejected by scientists.

The 35-year-old Serb, who claimed his 21st
Grand Slam title on Sunday, visited the site for the
first time in 2020 and called it a “paradise on
earth”. He has returned to the “Bosnian Pyramid of
the Sun” complex at least four times, either alone
or with his family, always to be  warmly welcomed
by the unusual site’s founder Semir Osmanagic.

According to Osmanagic, a Bosnian business-
man and a self-styled archaeologist, the idea of
building a “regional training centre” with two
courts was born during Djokovic’s last visit in
March. “This is a special day for Visoko, for
Bosnia, for the whole region, for tennis, for sport”,
Djokovic said after arriving at the new courts. “The
message of this day is peace, sport, future and
health”, he added while several hundred fans seat-
ed near a dense forest welcomed him with a big
applause.

Unusual show 
The Serbian star played exibition matches with

Croatian Ivan Dodig, Aljaz Bedene of Slovenia and

Bosnian tennis player Aldin Setkic. Looking very
relaxed, Djokovic staged an unusual show, making
the audience laugh by pretending to argue with
the referees or trying to “bribe” them.

Ancient civilisation afficionado Osmanagic has
claimed for the past 20 years that he has discov-
ered not one, but several pyramids built by a mys-
terious civilization near Visoko. For the past few
years his teams have been also clearing under-
ground tunnels near the “Pyramid of the Sun” and
he boasts of its beneficial effects on the health of
visitors. On arrival, Djokovic visited the new courts
and went for a walk into a pine forest, which is a
part of the park, with his host.

Djokovic has meditated at the site and during
each visit walked kilometers of “energy” tunnels,
which are, according to archaeologists, an ancient
gold mine. “Here, we simply feel the energy, each in
its own way. For me, this is one of the most ener-
getically powerful places on the planet, of which I
have seen many,” Djokovic told reporters after the
exhibition matches. “I simply feel that every
moment spent here fills me with energy and gives
me strength for future challenges in tennis and in
life,” he added. Ever since Djokovic became a reg-
ular, the number of visitors from all over former
Yugoslavia has multiplied.

Both Djokovic and his unusual host do not miss
the opportunity to underline values of peace,
sharply contrasting the constant combative and
nationalist narrative pushed by political leaders of

the region devastated in the 1990s wars. And
Djokovic’s faith in Visoko has given the locals a
reciprocal faith in him. “This man who is so rich
that he can spend a vacation on Mars comes here,”

a souvenir seller near the entrance to the tunnels
told AFP. “He chose Visoko which nobody knew.
That is proof enough that there is something there.
He cannot be bought.” —AFP

VISOKO: Serbian tennis player Novak Djokovic (left), Aljaz Bedene from Slovenia (2nd left), Ivan Dodig from Croatia (2nd
right) and Bosnian player Aldin Setkic pose with theirs gifts after an exhibition match, organized to mark the opening of
a tennis court at the ‘Archaeological park of the Bosnian pyramid’. —AFP

Ireland to keep 
it clean, avoid 
cards in Test
WELLINGTON: Ireland coach Andy Farrell said
Thursday his team will play by the rules in their
series-deciding Test against New Zealand to
avoid the red and yellow cards that mark mod-
ern rugby. Debate has raged over Test referees’
use of cards to improve player safety under a
World Rugby framework designed to protect
the head.

In New Zealand’s 23-12 defeat to Ireland in
Dunedin last Saturday, the hosts lost two players
to yellow cards and replacement prop Angus
Ta’avao to a red for a head clash with Garry
Ringrose. The first-half incident appeared acci-
dental but contravened new expectations for
defenders to lower their body position. All Blacks
coach Ian Foster said Sunday that international
rugby risked becoming a “card festival” - echoing
the views of his England counterpart Eddie Jones,
who said more common sense was needed from
match officials.

Farrell did not comment when asked Thursday
if New Zealand was struggling to grasp what is
required, technique-wise, to keep 15 players on
the field - but said Ireland had made it a key focus.
Ranked second in the world, Ireland are among
the least-carded international teams and are on
the way to winning 13 of their last 15 Tests. “It’s up
to me to make sure our guys understand what the
rules are and whether you agree with them or not,
you’ve got to adhere by them,” Farrell said.

“I think we can debate after this series is over...
but the rules are, for us now, clear. “We’re not a side
that really plays on the edge. Some people love
playing on the edge, and putting the referees under
pressure. We tend to be a side that likes to have a
low penalty count, so therefore we can try and
dominate territory in that way.” Foster remained
adamant Thursday that World Rugby needs to
address its instructions to match officials, saying
rugby’s spectacle is being impacted negatively.

“It’s well documented that (cards) are dominat-
ing the game,” Foster said. “It’s getting that bal-
ance. You’ve got the player welfare side of it, and
that argument’s strong. And then you get the fan-
centric side of it, and that argument’s strong.
“Then you get the people who are actually play-
ing the game, who prepare all week and then sud-
denly that gets disrupted. “There’s got to be a
wider discuss on on where the game is going and
do we want to keep seeing contests that are a lit-
tle bit lopsided in numbers?” —AFP

Hurdles king Warholm 
going into worlds at 
100% after injury
EUGENE: Norwegian hurdles king Karsten
Warholm insisted Wednesday he was going to bring
everything he could to the table as he battles back
from injury in his quest for a third world champi-
onship gold. Warholm laid down a performance that
is widely considered one of the greatest Olympic
track performances of all time when he smashed the
29-year-old world record to win the 400m hurdles
at the Tokyo Games in a time of 45.94sec.

But the 26-year-old pulled up injured at the
Diamond League meet in Rabat in early June with a
“muscle fibre tear” in a hamstring, something he
dubbed a “personal disaster” when talking to
reporters Wednesday ahead of the world champi-
onships in Eugene, Oregon. “The last five to six
weeks have been close to hell,” said Warholm, who
has been receiving treatment in Germany, combin-
ing work in the swimming pool with physiotherapy
in his hope of being fit for Eugene.

“It’s been really challenging, you get this thing
and you don’t know how each day will go.” But his
hopes remain high, however, the Norwegian saying:
“We did some testing coming into this. “I feel pretty
safe to say that now we’re going in there, we’re
going in at 100%. “There’s no such thing as going
into a championships and feeling just OK. I feel
good to go and when I say good to go, that always
means 100%.”

A lack of competitive outings was neither here
nor there, Warholm said, reiterating that his first
competitive outing in 2021 had seen him bag gold in
a world record in Tokyo. “Of course, you want to
run some races to get some confidence, but on the
other hand confidence is not my problem,” he said.
“It’s going to be challenging in the sense of I don’t
know what I can bring to the table, but I know for
sure that all training until the injury happened was
very good. “It’s not the ideal way to go into a cham-
pionships obviously.”

Warholm added that his event, a lung-busting
effort to clear 10 hurdles over one lap that demands
techical mastery and physical prowess, was not for
the faint-hearted. “This is probably the hardest task
I’ll ever take on in this part of my career,” he
acknowledged. “When you run you can’t compen-

sate with anything, the 400m hurdles is 100%,
there’s no compensating. I need to feel 100% here
and I think I am, but time will show, I guess.”

Warholm will face stiff competition from the likes
of American Rai Benjamin and Brazilian Alison dos
Santos. “They’re not going to give me any slack,” he
said with a wry smile. “The level is very high at the
moment, they’re running really fast times now.
“Hopefully I can come back in the mix and I’m really
looking forward to it. This is what I love to do, I’m a
very competitive person. “If I’m on the line I want to
be in the competition and be in the fight.” —AFP

Norway’s Karsten Warholm

Netherlands, Sweden 
survive scares to close 
on Euro 2022 quarters
SHEFFIELD: Holders the Netherlands held off a
stirring fightback by Portugal to close in on a place
in the Euro 2022 quarter-finals with a 3-2 win over
Portugal, while Sweden struck late to beat
Switzerland 2-1 on Wednesday. The Dutch were
without star striker Vivianne Miedema due to a
positive case for coronavirus, but got off to a flying
start in Leigh as Damaris Egurrola and Stefanie van
der Gragt struck inside the first 16 minutes.

Portugal would not even be at the tournament
had it not been for Russia’s expulsion due to the
invasion of Ukraine, but for the second time in as
many games they bounced back from a 2-0 deficit.
Carole Costa’s penalty reduced the arrears before
half-time and Diana Silva’s thumping header lev-
eled two minutes into the second half. The
Netherlands thought they had immediately struck
back when Jill Roord’s goal was ruled out by a VAR
check for offside.

But Mark Parsons’ side did dig themselves out of
trouble just after the hour mark when Danielle Van
de Donk’s stunning strike from outside the box
arrowed into the top corner. Victory takes the
Netherlands top of Group C, level on four points
with the Swedes, with both sides just needing a
point from their final group game to progress.
Ranked second in the world, Sweden were among
the pre-tournament favorites but have so far strug-
gled to hit top gear in England.

After a 1-1 draw to open their campaign against
the Netherlands, the Olympic silver medalists were
expected to roll over a Swiss side ranked 20th in
the world. Switzerland’s preparations had also been

rocked by a sickness bug in the camp that forced
them to cancel training on Monday. But they frus-
trated Peter Gerhardsson’s women for 53 minutes at
Bramall Lane before Barcelona’s Fridolina Rolfo fin-
ished off an excellent team move. Switzerland hit
back within two minutes through a fine finish by
Paris Saint-Germain’s Ramona Bachmann.

Gerhardsson was forced to turn to his bench for
inspiration and it was one of his subs, Hanna

Bennison, who scored the winner, with her first
international goal 11 minutes from time. “There are
many things we can do better but right now I’m just
very happy that we won the match and are in a
good position to take us beyond the group stage,”
said Gerhardsson. Switzerland and Portugal now
need to win in the final games of Group C on
Sunday to have any chance of progressing to the
last eight. —AFP

SHEFFIELD: Switzerland’s defender Rachel Rinast (left) vies with Sweden’s defender Hanna Glas during the UEFA
Women’s Euro 2022 Group C football match between Sweden and Switzerland at Bramall Lane in Sheffield, northern
England on July 13, 2022.  —AFP

Arab Tennis Federation 
Board of Directors meet
By Abellatif Sharaa

KUWAIT: Kuwait will host the meetings of the Arab
Tennis Federation Board of Directors and General
Assembly on Saturday and Sunday. The General
Assembly will be held on Sunday. Representatives
from 18 Arab Tennis Federations - Saudi Arabia,
UAE, Bahrain, Qatar, Oman, Egypt, Syria, Lebanon,
Tunis, Morocco, Algeria, Jordan, Iraq, Sudan,
Somalia, Yemen, Palestine and Kuwait will attend the
meeting.

KTF Secretary General Faleh Al-Otaibi said the
general assembly will include the election of new
board of directors for the next term. He said that all
efforts were exerted to ensure the success of the
ATF activities at the headquarters in Kuwait. Al-
Otaibi thanked the Public Authority for Sports for
its continued support.

Sterling becomes first 
signing of Chelsea’s 
new era
LONDON: Raheem Sterling became Chelsea’s first
signing since Todd Boehly’s consortium bought the
club on Wednesday, ending his successful seven-
year spell at Manchester City. The 27-year-old
forward signed a five year contract for a fee
reported to be £50 million ($59 million). “England
star Raheem Sterling has joined Chelsea from
Manchester City on a five-year contract,” said
Chelsea in a statement. Sterling had pre-empted
his move earlier on Wednesday by posting a good-

bye message on social media saying he left City as
a “man” having arrived from Liverpool as a 20-
year-old.

However, once the signing became official
Sterling-who is with Chelsea on their pre-season
tour of the United States-turned his attention to
what he hopes to achieve under Thomas Tuchel.
“I’ve obviously achieved a lot in my career so far,
but there is still so much more to achieve and I’m
really looking forward to doing that in a Chelsea
shirt, under Thomas’s management,” said Sterling.

“London is my home and where it all started for
me, and it’s amazing I now have the opportunity to
play in front of friends and family week in, week
out at Stamford Bridge.” Sterling, capped 77 times
by England, won four Premier League tit les
among nine major trophies since joining City from

Liverpool in 2015. A key player in the early years
of Pep Guardiola’s reign at City, Sterling scored
131 goals in 337 appearances for the English
champions.

However, his regular place in the starting line-up
at City came increasingly under threat from the
signing of Jack Grealish for a Premier League
record £100 million last year, plus the emergence of
Phil Foden from the club’s academy. Sterling will
reportedly be joined at Stamford Bridge for the new
season by Napoli defender Kalidou Koulibaly. The
Telegraph reported a £34 million deal has been
agreed between the clubs for the 31-year-old cen-
tre-back. Chelsea were in need of defensive rein-
forcements after Antonio Rudiger and Andreas
Christensen left as free agents to join Real Madrid
and Barcelona respectively. —AFP


