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     News in brief

Two small planes collide  
 
WASHINGTON: Four people were killed Sunday 
after two small planes collided in midair at an air-
port in Las Vegas, officials and local media reports 
said. A single-engine Piper PA-46 plane was 
preparing to land at North Las Vegas Airport in 
the US state of Nevada around noon local time, 
when it collided with a single-engine Cessna 172, 
the Federal Aviation Administration said in a state-
ment to AFP. “The Piper crashed... in a field east of 
Runway 30-Right and the Cessna fell into a water 
retention pond,” the agency said. “Two people 
were aboard each aircraft.” Four people died in 
the crash, local media reported, citing city officials. 
An investigation is ongoing, the FAA said.  
 
 

Russian journalist detained 
 
MOSCOW: Russian police on Sunday detained 
journalist Marina Ovsyannikova, who in March 
interrupted a live TV broadcast to denounce the 
military action in Ukraine, her lawyer said. No offi-
cial statement has been made, but her detention 
comes a few days after 44-year-old Ovsyannikova 
demonstrated alone near the Kremlin holding a 
placard criticising Russia’s intervention in Ukraine 
and President Vladimir Putin. “Marina has been 
detained,” her entourage said in a message posted 
on the journalist’s Telegram account. “There is no 
information on where she is.” The message includ-
ed three photos of her being led by two police 
officers to a white van, after apparently having 
been stopped while cycling.  
 
 

Three slain in US shooting  
 
WASHINGTON: A man opened fire at a mall in 
the US state of Indiana on Sunday killing three 
and injuring two, officials said, the latest armed 
rampage in a country plagued by gun violence. 
The attack ended when a “good Samaritan” shot 
the gunman dead, police said. “We experienced a 
mass shooting this evening at the Greenwood 
Park Mall,” Mark Myers, mayor of Greenwood, 
Indiana, said in a statement. The town is about 10 
miles (16 kilometers) south of downtown 
Indianapolis, the state capital. The gunman, who 
has not been identified, entered the mall’s food 
court at about 6 pm (2200 GMT) carrying a rifle 
along with several magazines of ammunition and 
opened fire, said Chief Jim Ison.  
 
 

Malaysia seizes animal parts  
 
PORT KLANG, Malaysia: Malaysian customs 
officials said Monday they seized a stash of rare 
animal parts worth $18 million thought to have 
come from Africa, including elephant tusks, rhino 
horns and pangolin scales. The Southeast Asian 
nation is a hub for wildlife trafficking, with animal 
parts shipped through the country to lucrative 
regional markets. Authorities foiled a smuggling 
attempt on July 10 when they uncovered the illicit 
cargo in Port Klang, on Malaysia’s west coast, hid-
den in a container along with timber. —From AFP 

Russian shelling kills 6 in Donbas  
as Zelensky replaces security chief

Russia’s blockade of Ukrainian ports threatening grain supplies
KYIV: Russian shelling in battle-scarred east 
Ukraine on Monday left six dead, Kyiv said, as the 
country was reeling from President Volodymyr 
Zelensky’s decision to sack two senior law 
enforcement officials. EU foreign ministers were 
convening meanwhile to discuss toughening sanc-
tions against Moscow and the bloc’s foreign policy 
chief warned of the “life and death” consequences 
of Russia’s blockade of Ukrainian Black Sea grain 
exports. 

Rescue workers in blue helmets could be seen 
digging through debris and clearing rubble from 
the collapsed remains of a two-storey building in 
Toretsk in the industrial east that was struck by 
Russian artillery early Monday. 

“Rescuers found and 
recovered the bodies of 
five dead people in total. 
Three people were res-
cued from the rubble and 
one of them died in hos-
pital ,” the emergency 
services said, adding their 
rescue operations had 
concluded. 

Toretsk, a town with of 
around 30,000 residents 
lies some 50 kilometres 
(30 miles) south of Kramatorsk, a key target for 
Russian forces that were ordered into Ukraine in 
February. They initially failed to capture the capital 
Kyiv early in the invasion but have made gains in 
the eastern region of Donbas recently, capturing 
the sister cities of Lysychansk and Severodonetsk. 

Zelensky said late Sunday that he was firing 
Prosecutor General Iryna Venediktova and securi-
ty chief Ivan Bakanov amid widespread cases of 
suspected treason by law enforcement officials. He 
cited “a great number of crimes against the foun-
dations of national security and the connections 
established between Ukrainian law enforcement 
officials and Russian special services,” making the 
announcement. 

‘Life and death’  
Deputy Head of the Presidency Andriy Smirnov 

told local media the two were suspended to pre-
vent them “potentially influencing criminal pro-
ceedings against employees of the Security Service 
of Ukraine”. 

Zelensky on Monday appointed 39-year-old 
Vasyl Malyuk-first deputy head of the SBU securi-
ty services since March-as acting security chief, 
according to a presidential decree. In Brussels, the 
EU’s foreign policy chief warned that Russia’s 
blockade of Ukrainian ports was threatening grain 
supplies to tens of thousands of people vulnerable 
to starvation and said it must end. 

“It’s an issue of life and death for many human 
beings. And the question is 
that Russia has to de-block 
and allow Ukrainian grain 
to be exported,” Borrell 
told reporters. 

His comments came as 
Russian and Ukrainian 
negotiators are due to 
meet UN and Turkish 
diplomats in Istanbul on 
Wednesday to discuss a 
possible agreement to end 
the months-long blockade 

of Ukraine’s ports. 
Ukraine Foreign Minister Dmytro Kuleba said in 

an address to the officials that “weapons to 
Ukraine, sanctions on Russia, and accountability for 
Russia are the three ways to restore peace, 
enhance security, and protect stability in Europe.” 
A Ukrainian counter-offensive in the direction of 
those Black Sea ports has been gaining momentum 
and Kyiv said Monday that Russia was digging in 
along frontlines in the Kherson region where Kyiv’s 
army are attacking. 

 
‘Massive missile fire’  

Ukraine meanwhile accused Russia of again 
carrying out bombardments on civilian infrastruc-

ture in nearby Mykolaiv, a battered city near the 
Black Sea coast, that has been targeted repeated-
ly in recent days. 

“Mykolaiv again was under massive missile 
fire,” the regional governor Vitaliy Kim announced 
on social media, specifying that premises show-
casing agricultural machinery had been hit . 
Battlefield dynamics in the south-and in the east-
have shifted, Kyiv and observers of the conflict say, 
with delivery of long-range precision artillery to 
Ukraine by its Western allies. 

Those weapons are a key concern for Russia, 
and Defence Minister Sergei Shoigu during a 
recent troop inspection said Moscow’s forces must 
set about neutralising systems like the US-sup-

plied Himars. “Shoigu gave orders to prioritise the 
destruction-with high-precision weapons-enemy 
artillery and long-range missiles,” the Russian 
defence ministry said. 

In a BBC television interview broadcast Sunday, 
the head of Britain’s armed forces, Admiral Tony 
Radakin, estimated that 50,000 Russian soldiers 
had been killed or wounded in the invasion with 
nearly 1,700 Russian tanks and some 4,000 
armoured fighting vehicles destroyed. 

Radakin suggested that Russia’s land forces 
may pose less of a threat now, but more than 
20 weeks since the invasion began, Moscow 
said Saturday it  would step up its  mi l i tary 
operations. —AFP

KYIV, Ukraine: Ukrainian servicemen carry coffin of a fellow officer nicknamed Fanat during his funeral in Kyiv on July 
18, 2022. —AFP

EU ministers  
insist Russia  
sanctions working 

 
BRUSSELS: European foreign ministers insisted 
Monday that sanctions imposed on Russia to 
punish it for invading Ukraine are working-
despite the threat to the EU’s own energy sup-
plies. Last week one EU leader, Hungary’s nation-
alist premier Viktor Orban, denounced the policy 
and claimed that Brussels was doing more harm 
to Europe’s own economy than it was to Moscow. 

Arriving at EU headquarters for talks on how 
to close loopholes in the sanctions regime and 
increase pressure on Russia, EU foreign policy 
chief Josep Borrell rejected this. “Some European 
leaders have been saying that the sanctions were 
an error, were a mistake,” he told reporters. 

“Well, I do not think it was a mistake. It is what 
we had to do and we will  continue doing.” 
Luxembourg’s foreign minister, Jean Asselborn, 
dismissed the idea of dropping the sanctions: 
“That would be fatal if we did that. It is our credi-
bility that is at stake. 

“Normally we would have to use diplomacy, 
the UN, to try to get this right. But we are not in a 
normal time. We are in a time where the laws of 
the jungle count.” Since February, when Russia 
invaded its already partially occupied neighbour 
Ukraine, the EU has deployed an escalating series 
of six sanctions packages against Moscow. 

Most oil imports have been banned since June, 
and diplomats are discussing a gold embargo, but 
many European countries remain dependent on 
Russian gas for their energy supplies. Borrell and 
most western leaders insist that the sanctions 
have damaged Russia’s economy and will only get 
tighter if President Vladimir Putin fails to with-
draw his forces from Ukraine. 

But on Friday, Orban-the closest EU leader to 
the Kremlin and a frequent critic of Brussels-
slammed the measures, arguing that Europe had 

“shot itself in the lungs” by hurting energy sup-
plies. “Brussels thought that the sanctions policy 
would hurt the Russians, but it hurts us more,” he 
said. 

Borrell and the EU ministers held talks over 
video link with Ukraine’s foreign minister, Dmytro 
Kuleba, before discussing among themselves how 
to tighten sanctions. Kuleba, in remarks to the 
ministers shared with reporters, urged the EU not 
to give ground to Putin. 

“Backing down and bowing to his demands will 
not work, it has never worked. This is a trap,” he 
said. “I am sure that in the following weeks there 
will be more Kremlin-leaning voices nudging 
public opinion into giving Putin what he wants so 
that he leaves Europe alone. 

“We should actively counter these narratives,” 
he said. Borrell noted that EU officials are draw-
ing up plans to ban imports of Russian gold, but 
added: “We do not say ‘new package’, but 
improving the implementation of the already 
existing sanctions.” 

In the meantime, Russia has begun to disrupt 
gas supplies to Europe, threatening the energy 
security of countries like EU industrial power-
house Germany. “Russia is trying to demoralise 
us,” Germany’s minister of state for European 
affairs Anna Luehrmann said. 

“We will continue to support Ukraine, both 
economically, politically, but also with military 
means,” she said. “It is very important that the 
sanctions are maintained.”  —AFP

BERLIN, Germany: German Foreign Minister Annalena Baerbock greets German Chancellor Olaf Scholz as he arrives to 
attend the 13th Petersberg Climate Dialogue on July 18, 2022 at the Foreign Ministry in Berlin. —AFP 

Fight for survival:  
Why Italy populists  
triggered crisis 

 
ROME: Much of Italy was calling Monday for the 
blood of the Five Star Movement, accusing the 
populist party of torpedoing Prime Minister 
Mario Draghi’s government in a bid to save itself 
from oblivion. The Movement claims it had no 
option but to opt out of a key confidence vote last 
week, fracturing Draghi’s fragile coalition, 
because it could no longer stand fellow parties 
trampling over its policies. The vote was on an aid 
package to combat inflation, but included a provi-
sion for a garbage incinerator to be built in Rome 
- something Five Star has long opposed and a red 
line it said it could not cross. 

Experts described it instead as a tactical 
attempt to win back grassroots backing by a par-
ty that won 33 percent of the vote at the last 
national election in 2018, but has since seen its 
popularity plummet. Five Star leader Giuseppe 

Conte gambled that Draghi would carry on with-
out them in the coalition, doing whatever neces-
sary to keep Italy stable during a cost of living 
crisis and the war in Ukraine, experts said. 

 
‘Disbelief’  

The Movement seized the chance to try and 
become an opposition party “to ‘wash’ the gov-
ernment off themselves” ahead of the next elec-
tion in May 2023, Daniela Preziosi, political jour-
nalist for the Domani daily, told AFP. It was a risky 
move. Draghi immediately handed in his resigna-
tion, only for it to be refused by President Sergio 
Mattarella. Several coalition parties and over 
1,000 mayors have urged Draghi to stay on. The 
mayors expressed their “disbelief and concern” 
over the “irresponsible behavior” of the Five Star 
Movement. 

Draghi’s final decision, expected Wednesday, 
could prompt tricky snap elections in October - a 
period traditionally used to pass the government 
budget. Keeping the government alive may not be 
an option. Matteo Renzi, head of coalition mem-
ber Italia Viva, said Monday that Five Star “lied, 
insulted and attacked opponents” and must take 
responsibility for “destroying everything”. Ex-

premier Silvio Berlusconi and far-right leader 
Matteo Salvini, both in Draghi’s coalition, 
slammed the Movement’s “incompetence and 
unreliability”. 

 
‘Irrelevant’  

It was Foreign Minister Luigi Di Maio’s split 
last month from the Movement — with around 60 
lawmakers joining him in protest over Five Star’s 
policy on Ukraine — that set this crisis in motion, 
Preziosi said. “It was no longer the biggest party 
in the (government) majority, and subsequently 
became irrelevant”. 

Giovanni Orsina, head of the Luiss School of 
Government in Rome, agreed that “the Five Star 
was provoked (by Di Maio), but it fell for it and 
must now accept responsibility”. Founded in 2009 
as an anti-establishment movement, the Five Star 
Movement began haemorrhaging votes after 
entering government, first in partnership with the 
far right and then with the centre-left. Lawyer 
Conte was prime minister of both coalitions. His 
attempt to form a third cabinet failed in 2021, at 
which point former European Central Bank chief 
Draghi was asked to head a national unity gov-
ernment. —AFP 

‘Mykolaiv again  
under massive  

missile fire’


