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Cameron Smith wins British  
Open after stunning surge

Smith overtakes favorite McIlroy to claim first major title
ST ANDREWS: Australia’s Cameron Smith 
won the 150th British Open at St Andrews on 
Sunday after a stunning final round of 64 saw 
him overtake favorite Rory McIlroy on a dra-
matic day at the Old Course and claim his first 
major title with a 20-under-par total. Smith 
began the day four shots off the lead but his 
eight-under-par fourth round allowed him to 
finish a shot clear of Cameron Young of the 
United States, with a frustrated McIlroy ending 
another stroke back in third after a 70. 

The world number six would have known 
something special was needed on Sunday for 
him to win the Claret Jug and he duly delivered 
with eight birdies - including five in a row from 
the  10th  -  and not  a  s ing le  dropped shot . 
McIlroy had been the favourite coming into the 
week and was two shots clear and in control at 
the turn in his final round, but then just in front 
Smith set off on his birdie surge and the pendu-
lum swung definitively his way. 

At the age of 28, Smith is the first Australian 
in almost three decades to win the British Open 
since Greg Norman claimed his second Claret 
Jug at Royal St George’s in 1993. The Brisbane 
native with the trademark mullet is also the third 
Australian to win the Open at the home of golf, 
after Peter Thomson in 1955 and Kel Nagle, who 
won the  Open in  1960. “To win  an  Open 
Championship in itself is going to be a golfer’s 
highlight but to do it around St Andrews is 
unbelievable,” he said. “This place is so cool. I 
love the golf course and the town.” 

Smith’s 20-under-par total of 268 is the low-
est winning score in an Open at St Andrews, 
bettering the performance of Tiger Woods, who 
won on 19-under in 2000. In stark contrast to 
Smith, McIlroy was left to rue a series of missed 

birdie putts, while Viktor Hovland - who had 
shared the overnight lead on 16-under - faded 
badly to shoot a 74. That left the door open for 
one of the chasing pack and Smith took full 
advantage thanks to his incredible performance 
on the back nine. 

As well as the birdies he showed nerves of 
steel to save par at the 17th, the legendary Road 
Hole. Yet he needed his final birdie on 18 as his 
playing partner Young produced an eagle to 
finish with a 65 and end on 19-under. A play-off 
was avoided and Smith could celebrate his first 
major after he finished tied third at this year’s 
Masters, a tournament in which he also came 
second in 2020. Before this week his biggest 
win had come at the Players Championship in 
March. 

 
McIlroy rues missed putts  

If Young, the 25-year-old New Yorker who 
had been the leader after the first round, can be 
satisfied with his showing this week, the same 
ultimately cannot be said for McIlroy. “Just dis-
appointment I guess. I had a great opportunity 
today to add to that major tally and I didn’t 
quite get it done,” McIlroy, who is still stuck on 
four major titles, told NBC. “I didn’t feel like I 
did many things wrong, but the putter went cold 
on me throughout the round.” 

Now 33, few would have thought when he 
won the 2014 Open at Hoylake and followed it 
with victory in the PGA Championship a few 
weeks later that he would then embark on a 
major drought which will extend into a ninth 
year. “I got beaten by the better player this 
week . To shoot  64  to  win  an  Open 
Championship at St Andrews is one hell of a 
showing, so hats off to Cam, he’s had an unbe-

lievable week,” McIlroy added. 
England’s Tommy Fleetwood finished in a tie 

for fourth on 14 under par alongside Hovland, 
who had been hoping to  become the  f i rs t 
Norwegian winner  of  a  men’s  major. Br ian 
Harman of the United States came tied sixth on 
13-under with Dustin Johnson, who was the 

highest finisher among the 24 players from the 
breakaway Saudi-backed LIV ser ies  in  St 
Andrews this week. The chief executive of the 
LIV series is Norman, the 67-year-old who was 
not invited to St Andrews by organizers the 
R&A as a result but who will surely be proud of 
his compatriot’s performance. —AFP

ST ANDREWS: Australia’s Cameron Smith kisses the Claret Jug, the trophy for the Champion golfer of the year after win-
ning the 150th British Open Golf Championship on The Old Course at St Andrews in Scotland on July 17, 2022. —AFP  

 

Cressy beats Bublik  
to win ATP Hall of  
Fame Open title 

 
NEWPORT: American Maxime Cressy won his first 
career ATP title on Sunday by rallying to defeat 
Kazakhstan’s Alexander Bublik 2-6, 6-3, 7-6 (7/3) in 
the Hall of Fame Open final. French-born Cressy, who 
competed for his homeland until becoming an 
American in 2018, reached his first two ATP finals 
earlier this year, losing to Rafael Nadal at Melbourne 
in January and Taylor Fritz at Eastbourne last month. 

But the third time proved charmed as Cressy 
outlasted Bublik at the grass-court event to win 
after two hours and 23 minutes, firing 14 aces 
against 13 double faults and hoisting the trophy 
after falling behind by a set and a break. “It’s an 
incredible feeling to win my first title,” Cressy said. 
“I never thought I would win my first title this way. I 
stuck with it and I got lucky. “I look forward to 
more titles. It’s a very special feeling.” 

Bublik, who won his first ATP crown in February 
at Montpellier, failed to become the first Kazak play-
er to own multiple ATP titles. “I’m very upset with 
the outcome but I’d like to congratulate Max on his 
first title,” Bublik said. “He had great luck.” Russian-
born Bublik, who began playing for Kazakhstan in 
2016, lost his first four ATP finals-the first of those at 
Newport in 2019 to American John Isner-before his 
breakthrough title in France. 

World number 42 Bublik and 41st-ranked Cressy, 
both 25, met for the first time in Sunday’s final. In the 
tie-breaker, Cressy took the lead for good on 2-1 
when Bublik double faulted. Cressy followed with a 
backhand winner and took the last three points for 
the victory. Bublik took a 2-0 lead after Cressy sur-
rendered a break on an errant backhand and broke 
again with a backhand winner in the final game to 
capture the first set in 37 minutes. —AFP 

Reavie hangs on to  
win PGA Barracuda  
Championship 

 
LOS ANGELES: Chez Reavie carded four 
birdies and two bogeys to earn six points and 
hold off hard-charging Alex Noren by one point 
to win the US PGA Tour Barracuda 
Championship in Truckee, California, on Sunday. 
Reavie, who started the day with a six-point 
lead, had Noren breathing down his neck on the 
back nine at Tahoe Mountain Club after the 
Swede’s run of four straight birdies from the 
sixth through the ninth. But Reavie held on, 
matching Noren’s birdies at the 12th and 16th to 
claim victory in the event, which uses a Modified 
Stableford scoring system that awards five points 
for an eagle, two for a birdie and deducts points 
for bogeys and worse. 

Reavie finished the week with a total of 43 
points while Noren piled up 14 on Sunday to finish 
with a total of 42. “I just stayed patient,” said 
Reavie, who bogeyed the fourth hole before pick-
ing up his first birdies of the day at the eighth and 
ninth. “I knew I was going to have to. I knew some 
guys were going to make a lot of birdies early. I 
was hoping to be one of those guys, but the putter 
was kind of letting me down early. 

“I just tried to keep it as close as I could to the 
hole and give myself some good looks.” Reavie, 
40, captured his third US PGA Tour title and his 
first since 2019. “I’ve been working hard,” he said. 

“I’ve been hitting the ball and I knew I could do it. 
I just kept grinding, and here we are.” Noren 
called it a “roller coaster” of a week, after he 
decided to depart St. Andrews before the start of 
the British Open, where he was first alternate, and 
try his luck in the California mountains. 

As it turned out, he would have gained entry to 
the final major of the year after Justin Rose with-

drew with a back injury. But Noren, who turned 
40 on Tuesday, said he didn’t regret the decision. 
“I love this course,” he said. “It was pretty tricky 
today with the wind. It’s been a roller coaster of a 
week, obviously, but when you make the cut you 
think, well, this is a great week anyway. “Then I 
played good on the weekend and had a blast 
today,” Noren added. —AFP

TRUCKEE: Chez Reavie of the United States poses with the trophy after putting in to win on the 18th green during the 
final round of the Barracuda Championship on July 17, 2022.  —AFP

Hardik proud to fill  
Bumrah’s shoes as  
India win series 

 
MANCHESTER: Hardik Pandya was glad to help fill 
the “very big shoes” of Jasprit Bumrah after starring 
with both bat and ball during India’s series-clinching 
win over England. Back spasms meant strike bowler 
Bumrah was ruled out of Sunday’s third and deciding 
one-day international at Old Trafford. But after 
replacement Mohammed Siraj rocked England with a 
double-wicket maiden in his first over, medium-pacer 
Hardik took an ODI best 4-24 as the hosts were dis-
missed for 259. 

Hardik, 28, followed up with a fine 71 and shared a 
decisive partnership of 133 in 19 overs with Rishabh 
Pant after India had collapsed to 72-4 in the face of 
another fine new-ball spell by Reece Topley. Victory, 
completed with more than seven overs to spare, gave 
India a 2-1 series success after they won the preced-
ing Twenty20 campaign against 50-over world cham-
pions England by the same scoreline. 

“It’s always special to contribute in all depart-
ments,” player of the series Hardik told reporters. 
While Hardik’s excellent 55-ball innings, which includ-
ed 10 fours, ended with India just shy of victory, Pant 
saw them home thanks to a superb 125 not out-the 
wicketkeeper’s maiden ODI hundred. “You always 
aspire to play like this when your team is in trouble,” 
said 24-year-old left-hander Pant, who already has 
five Test centuries to his credit. 

 
‘Fearless Rishabh’  

Hardik added: “We all know what kind of talent he 
(Pant) has. When it comes out, it’s very pleasing to the 
eye-your heartbeat also goes up but at the same time 
you are in awe of the kind of shots he plays.” Turning 
to his bowling, Hardik said: “We knew Jasprit was not 
going to play this game. “He was telling me that I 
might have to bowl a couple of overs at the death, I 

said they are ‘very big shoes to fill’. “I had to step up, 
not at the death, but in making sure that in the middle 
overs I got the breakthroughs.” 

This was India’s first international match at Old 
Trafford following an agonizing loss to New Zealand 
in the semi-finals of the 2019 World Cup. But with 
India staging next year’s edition, and a Twenty20 
World Cup in Australia in October before that, 
Hardik’s focus was firmly on the future that, for him, 
starts with an upcoming series in the West Indies. 
“The past is the past, the Manchester semi-final has 
passed,” he said. “You can’t change anything and in 
cricket there is no revenge, it does not matter to be 
honest. For us it was important how we go forward 
from here. 

“England have been fantastic throughout the last 
couple of years, everyone found England one of the 

best teams in the world. To come here and perform 
and win is more important.” England captain Jos 
Buttler, who top-scored for the hosts with 60, was left 
to rue missing a chance to stump Pant when his rival 
gloveman had made 18. “If you give good players a 
second chance there’s a good chance they’ll hurt you,” 
Buttler said. “Rishabh is a fearless player, someone 
who is great to watch in all formats.”  

England begin a three-match ODI series against 
South Africa on Tuesday with Buttler, who only 
recently succeeded retired World Cup-winning skip-
per Eoin Morgan as captain, optimistic they will be 
better for their India experience. “We haven’t played 
much ODI cricket recently and it’s working out the 
rhythm again,” he said. “Our ambition is to be the best 
team in the world and that means adapting quickly to 
what’s in front of you.” —AFP

MANCHESTER: India’s Hardik Pandya (left) plays a shot during the final one-day international (ODI) cricket match 
between England and India at Old Trafford on July 17, 2022.  —AFP

Kiwi Dixon matches  
Mario win total with  
Indy Toronto title 

 
TORONTO: New Zealand’s Scott Dixon matched 
Mario Andretti for second on the all-time IndyCar 
win list by capturing Sunday’s Indy Toronto title 
for his 52nd career victory in the series. The 41-
year-old Kiwi racer trails only AJ Foyt’s record 67 
triumphs in IndyCar history after taking his fourth 
Toronto victory, edging American pole sitter 
Colton Herta by 0.8106 of a second. “It’s amazing,” 
Dixon said of matching Andretti’s IndyCar win 
total. “It’s huge. Feel so lucky to be a part of this 
group. “Every time I get asked these questions I’m 
so thankful we still have A.J. and him in the pits. We 
get to see them. we get to talk to them. It’s just 
fantastic.” 

Andretti, the 82-year-old racing legend who 
won the 1978 Formula One crown, the 1969 
Indianapolis 500 and four IndyCar season titles, 
congratulated Dixon on Twitter. “Utmost respect 
for my friend @scottdixon9 and truly happy to 
congratulate him on 52 wins,” Andretti posted. 
“Also congratulate his team because nobody does 
it alone. I hope this is just a step on your continu-
ing journey. Well  done.” Dixon, a s ix-t ime 
IndyCar season points champion, extended his 
record to 18 consecutive campaigns with at least 
one race victory. —AFP 


