
Tuesday, July 19, 2022

15
S p o r t s

Established 1961 

SHEFFIELD: Sweden thrashed Portugal 5-0 to 
reach the quarter-finals of Euro 2022 on Sunday 
as holders the Netherlands needed a flurry of late 
goals to beat Switzerland 4-1 to ensure their 
place in the last eight. Silver medalists at last 
year’s Olympics, Sweden are the highest ranked 
team in the tournament, but failed to hit top gear 
in drawing with the Dutch and squeezing past the 
Swiss 2-1 in their opening two games. Peter 
Gerhardsson’s women clicked into gear in Leigh 
to claim top spot in Group C and were 3-0 up by 
half-time. Manchester City’s Filippa Angeldal 
struck twice before Carole Costa headed into her 
own net in first half stoppage time. 

Kosovare Asllani’s penalty made it 4-0 before 
Arsenal striker Stina Blackstenius finally got on 
the scoresheet after having two earlier efforts 
ruled out. Sweden will face whoever finishes sec-
ond in Group D with Belgium, Iceland and Italy 
all in with a chance to finishing behind France in 
Monday’s matches. “We were really satisfied that 
we did enough to win the group. That was some-
thing we hoped for when we started,” said 
Gerhardsson. 

The Netherlands lie in wait for the French in 

the last eight as they had enough to get through 
despite missing star striker Vivianne Miedema for 
the second consecutive game due to a positive 
case of coronavirus. “We’re playing a big oppo-
nent and so are they. I don’t think they want to 
play us,” said Netherlands boss Mark Parsons, 
whose side lost 3-1 to France in February. “The 
result wasn’t what we wanted (last time), but we 
said that the next time we played them, we were 
confident that we would be better. We saw 
opportunity.” 

In front of a new record crowd of 22,596 for a 
women’s Euro group match not involving the 
hosts, Ana-Maria Crnogorcevic’s own goal put 
the Dutch in front in Sheffield. Switzerland 
responded almost immediately when Geraldine 
Reuteler coolly finished from Romana 
Bachmann’s pull-back just three minutes later. A 
draw would have been enough for Mark Parsons’ 
side to reach the knockout stages, but they made 
sure of the three points with three goals in the 
final six minutes. Substitute Romee Leuchter 
struck twice, either side of Victoria Pelova’s 
effort, which survived a lengthy VAR check for 
offside. —AFP

Sweden, Netherlands book  
Euro 2022 quarter-finals

Sweden thrash Portugal 5-0; Netherlands beat Switzerland 4-1

 

Lewandowski vows  
to help Barcelona  
‘return to the top’ 

 
MADRID: Polish striker Robert 
Lewandowski said Monday he was raring to 
go at new club Barcelona and determined to 
help them “return to the top and win as many 
titles as possible”. “I’m finally here. I’m 
delighted to be at Barca,” the former Bayern 
Munich star told Barca TV after joining his 
new teammates in Miami where Barcelona are 
starting a four-match US tour this week. 

“The last few days have been long, but 
finally an agreement has been reached. I’m 
ready to take on this new challenge,” contin-
ued the 33-year-old. “I’ve always wanted to 
play in La Liga and in the big teams, so Barca 
is a great opportunity for me. “I’m here to 
help Barca get back to the top and win as 
many titles as possible.” 

Barcelona’s last domestic title was in 2019 
and their last Champions League trophy in 
2015. On Saturday, Bayern Munich announced 
that they had reached an agreement with 
Barcelona for Lewandowski after two months 
of endless negotiations between the clubs. 
The two-time FIFA men’s player of the year 
has reportedly agreed a four-year deal worth 
50 million euros ($50.4m), including five mil-
lion in potential add-ons. 

He is the club’s fourth summer transfer 
after Ivory Coast midfielder Franck Kessie 
from AC Milan and Chelsea defender 
Andreas Christensen on a free transfer, and 
Brazil winger Raphinha, recruited for 70 mil-
lion euro from Leeds. The club has also 
extended the contract of French winger 
Ousmane Dembele, who is committed until 
2024. A very generous transfer window for a 
club which suffered from an abysmal debt, 
exceeding one billion euros in the long term, 
a few months ago. 

 
De Ligt’s deal 

In another development, Bayern Munich 
have agreed a fee of 70 million euros to sign 
Dutch central defender Matthijs de Ligt from 
Juventus, according to reports in German 
media. Bild and Sport1 claimed the fee for the 
22-year-old would be followed by an addi-
tional 10 million euros in bonuses. Bayern will 
use the proceeds from the transfer of Polish 
striker Robert Lewandowski to Barcelona, 
estimated at more than 45 million euros, to 
help finance the transfer. “It’s true that we 
have had discussions. De Ligt is a very, very 
interesting player,” Bayern executive director 
Olivier Kahn told Bild at the weekend. —AFP 

TOKYO: Lionel Messi, Neymar and 
Kylian Mbappe drew gasps from a 
crowd of thousands in Tokyo on 
Monday as Paris Saint-Germain held 
the first training session of their 
Japanese tour. About 13,000 fans 
turned up at Tokyo’s Chichibunomiya 
rugby ground to watch an open ses-
sion and were treated to an hour and 
a half of tricks and flicks from PSG’s 
star attacking trio. The crowd erupt-
ed in cheers as the team trotted out 
to jog around the pitch and the play-
ers’ every touch was greeted with 
loud squeals. Security guards were 
even called into action when several 
fans invaded the pitch once the ses-
sion was over. 

Masayuki Yoshizawa, a 38-year-
old office worker who arrived at the 
stadium wearing a 1990s-era PSG 
shirt, told AFP he was looking for-
ward to watching star str iker 
Mbappe. “Ligue 1 teams don’t usual-
ly come to Japan - they usually go to 
China,” he said, adding that he had 
been a fan of PSG since Brazilian 
Leonardo joined them from Japanese 
club Kashima Antlers in 1996. “It’s 
great that they have come here after 
the pandemic - I think it might be 
the first and last time,” he said. 

Nine-year-old Aoma Oura said 
he could not decide whether Messi 
or Mbappe was his favorite player. 
“My son plays football and we’ve 
been fans for a while,” said his 36-
year-old father Kazuya. PSG will 
play three local teams during their 
10-day visit to Japan, starting with 

Wednesday’s game against  J-
League champions Kawasaki 
Frontale at  Tokyo’s National 
Stadium. They will also play Urawa 
Reds in Saitama on July 23 and 
Gamba Osaka in Osaka on July 25. 

PSG held a footbal l  cl inic for 

children in Tokyo on Monday morn-
ing, with Sergio Ramos and 
Marquinhos jo in ing Mbappe, 
Neymar and Messi on the pitch. 
Some of  the chi ldren asked the 
players questions after the session 
had finished, with one asking Messi 

what skills it was important to learn 
as a child. “First of all , the most 
important thing at that age is to 
enjoy yourself,” said the Argentine. 
“Of course, it’s good to practice and 
work hard to improve your skills, but 
it’s important to have fun.” —AFP

LEIGH: Portugal’s striker Diana Silva (center) shoots as she is challenged by Sweden’s defender Amanda Ilestedt (right) 
and Sweden’s defender Magdalena Eriksson during the UEFA Women’s Euro 2022 Group C football match between 
Sweden and Portugal at Leigh Sports Village stadium on July 17, 2022.  —AFP

TOKYO: France’s football team Paris Saint-Germain players (top left to right) Sergio Ramos, Lionel Messi, Kylian Mbappe, Neymar Jr and 
Marquinhos pose for photos with young participants of a soccer clinic at a stadium in Tokyo on July 18, 2022, as a part of the team’s pre-
season summer tour of Japan.  —AFP

Bale makes MLS  
debut in LAFC 2-1  
win at Nashville 

 
WASHINGTON: Wales captain Gareth Bale got his 
first taste of Major League Soccer action on Sunday in 
Los Angeles FC’s 2-1 away victory over Nashville in 
Tennessee. Goals from Cristian Arango and Jose 
Cifuentes either side of a penalty by Nashville’s Hany 
Mukhtar put LAFC 2-1 up before prized acquisition 
Bale, a five-time UEFA Champions League winner, 
came on in the 72nd minute. 

Even though LAFC were on the road, the former 
Real Madrid and Tottenham superstar was cheered by 
a sell-out crowd at Geodis Park, which included a 
vocal contingent of LAFC fans. “I was itching, soon as 
I got on the bench I wanted to get off and help the 
team, play some minutes,” Bale said. “Important also 
for me individually that I kind of get my fitness going. 

“Good to get some minutes and more importantly got 
the three points-yeah we’re all happy.” It was Bale’s 
first competitive club match since April 9. 

Since then Bale has helped Wales earn their first 
World Cup berth since 1958 with a victory over 
Ukraine in the intercontinental playoff in June. He 
signed with LAFC on June 27, two weeks after veteran 
Italy and Juventus defender Giorgio Chiellini 
announced he was moving to the club. Chiellini also 
made his MLS debut on Sunday, playing the first 60 
minutes. “It was really important for us to get him and 
Gareth a win in their first game,” LAFC coach Steve 
Cherundolo said. 

Both Bale and Chiellini said the heat and humidity in 
Nashville-a feature in many MLS venues in a regular 
season played in the summer months-was something 
they’ll have to adjust to. “The humidity was very diffi-
cult even in the warm up,” Bale said. “It’s something I’m 
not used to. “But these are the challenges that we all 
have to deal with and we have to push through and do 
what we have to for the team.” Chiellini said he expect-
ed his first match in nearly a month to be a physical 
challenge. “But I felt better minute by minute,” he said. 

Switched on  
The victory pushed LAFC ahead of Austin atop 

the Western Conference standings with 42 points 
with a game in hand over the Texas club on 41. 
Cifuentes grabbed the go-ahead goal in the first 
minute of the second half.  

LAFC’s Ryan Hollingshead hit the post with a 
header from a pass of Carlos Vela. Cifuentes fired 
home the rebound for what proved the game winner, 
his sixth goal of the season and his third in two 
matches. 

Arango had scored his eighth of the season to put 
the visitors up 1-0 in the 27th minute. But Mukhtar 
converted from the spot in the 43rd after VAR deter-
mined Ilie Sanchez pulled down CJ Sapong in the 
box. With his first MLS action under his belt, Bale 
said, it’s now a matter of gaining familiarity with his 
teammates and improving his own fitness. “It’s going 
to take a little time to get used to everything but I’m 
quite switched on in terms of football so I’m able to 
get up to speed pretty quick. “Now it’s just important 
to try and get some minutes, try and get as fit as pos-
sible as quick as possible.” —AFP

Messi, Mbappe, PSG stars draw thousands at Tokyo training 


